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DIALOGUE XIV. 1 


| sr ASO was -eniplojed'? in preparing for. his 5 
| journey. Theron,” free from buſineſs, and diſ- 


engaged from company, had tl greateſt part 
of the day to himſelf; which he ſpent in reviewing the 
fubſtance of their late conferences; not without inter- 
mingled aſpirations to GOD, for the guidance of his 
divine SPIRIT. 

At evening, he went, like the patriarch of old, inte 
the field to meditate : amidſt the calm of nature, to me- 
ditate on the grace of the goſpel.— The ſky was pecu- 
liarly beautiful, and perfeRly&lear ; only where the fine 
© indigo revaced an agreeable heightening, by a few thin 
and ſcattered clouds; which imbibed the folar rays, 
and looked ke penſile fleeces of pureſt wal. — All 
E things N with ſo mild, ſo majeſtic, ſo charming 
Jan afpect, that, intent as he was upon a different ſub- 
ed, he could not but indulge the following ſoliloquy. 
Ho delightful are the ſcenes of rural nature? 
Eſpecially, to the philoſophic eye, and cantemplatipe 
= mind. I cannot wonder, that perſons i in high life, 
are ſo fond of retiring from a conſpicuous Fas exalt · 
ed * to the covert of a ſuady grove, or the 


% 


7 ® Gen. xx v. 63. = 
Vor. I. A ; © margin 


cc 


tion, in the filent, the ſerene, the peaceful villa. 


„ *Tis true, in the country, there are none of the mo- 
diſh, I had almoR ſaid meretricious, ornaments of | 


that /al/e politeneſs, which refines people out of their 
veracity. But an eaſy ſimplicity of manners, with 
an unaffeted ſincerity of mind. Here, the ſolemn 
farce of ceremony is ſeldom brought into play ; and 
the pleaſing deluſions of compliment have no place. 


But the brow is the real index of the temper, and i 
ſpeech the genuine interpreter of the heart. | 


% In the country, I acknowledge, we are ſeldom in- 
vited to ſee the -i1mic attempts of human art. But 
we, every where, behold the grand and maſterly ex- 


ertions of divine power. No theatre erects its nar- i 


row ſtage; ſurrounds it with puny rows of aſcend- 


ing ſeats ; or adorns it with a ſhifting ſeries of gor- 
geous ſcenery. But felds extend their ample area; 


at firſt, lightly clad with a ſcarf of ſpringing green ; 
then, deeply planted with an arrangement of ſpind- 
ling ſtalks; as a few more weeks advance, covered 
with a profuſion of bearded or huſky grain; at laſt, 
richly laden with a haryeſt of yellow plenty. 


a Meadows diſcloſe their beautiful boſom; yield a 


ſoft and fertile lap for the luxuriant berbage ; and 
ſuckle myriads of the faireſt, gayeſt flowers. Which, 
without any vaia oſtentation, or jealous anxiety, ri- 
val each other in all the elegance of dreſs —Grere; 
of various leaf; arrayed in freſheſt verdure, aud 
liberal of their reviving ſhade; riſe, in amiable, in 


noble proſpect, all around, —Dreves of ſturdy oxen, 


ſtrong for labour, or fat for the ſhambles; herds of 


ſleeky kine, with milk in their udders, and violets in 


their noſtrils ; Hacls of well-fleeced ſheep, with their 
ſnowy lambkins, friſking at their fide ; theſe compoſe 
the living machinery.—Boundleſs tracts of bending 
azure, varniſhed with inimitable delicacy, and hung 


with ſtarry lamps, or irradiated with ſolar luſtre, 
form the {tately cieling.—While the carly breezes, } 


and the evening gales, charged with no unwholeſome 
| | „ Vapgurs, 


THERON axv ASPASIO. Dial. 14, | 


margin of a cryſtal ſtream. Are ſo deſirous of quit- | 
ting the ſmoky town, and noiſy ſtreet, in order to 
breathe purer air,” and ſurvey the wonders of crea- | 
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it- % vapours, breeding no peſtilential taint; but fanning” 
to * the humid buds, and waving their odoriferous wings, 


« diſpenſe a profuſion of faeets, mingled with the mort 
« ſovereign tupports of health.—This is the ſchool ot 


o- « induſtry! This the magazine of plenty! And are 
of they not incomparably more delightful, as well as in- 
cir Wh finitely 4% dangerove, than thote ſeminaries of lewd- 
ith g neſs and impiety, where fin and ruin wear the maſłk 


of pleaſure? Than thoſe temples of profuſeneſs and 
* debauchery, where Belial is daily or nightly worſhip- 
„ ped with, what his votaries call, modiſh recreation, 
= © and genteel amuſement ?. " 

Here indeed is no tuneful vice, to melt in ſtrains 
of amorous ayguilh, and transfuſe the ſickening fon. i- 
* nels to the hearer's breaſt, No ſkilful artiſt, to in- 
form the Jute with muſical enchantment; to ftrike in- 


ex- 
ar- * feftious melody from the viol; and ſooth away the 
d-“ reſolution and activity of virtue, in wanton defires, 
or- or voluptuous indolence.— But the plains low; the 


* hills bleat; and the hollow circling rech echo with 


a; 
1 the univerſal ſong. Every valley remurmers to the 
1d. ' fall of ſilver fountains, or the liquid lapſe of gurgliug 


rills.— Birds, when the cheerful morning riſes, or 
the gentle eventing deſcends, . perched on a thouſand- 
boughs, play a thouſand airs, wildly yet ſweetly har - 
monious. And did ever muſic exceed their untaught 
ſprightly warblings? Or can any colours outvie their 


ch, gay and gloſſy plumage ? | 

ri- Charmed therefore with the fineſt views; lulled- 
vo: RE with the ſofteſt ſounds ; and treated with the richeſt 
id * odours ; what can be wanting to complete the delight 7. 


Vw, 7 9 
. 


Here is every entertainment for the eye; the molt re- 


in 
en, op # fined gratifications for the ear; and a perpetual bun- 
of WE quet tor the ſmell ; without any infidious decoy, for 
in the integrity of our conduct, or even for the purity: 
\eir 4 ot our fancy. 


* 


„O ye blooming, walks, and flowery lawns, ſur- 


ing 1 rounded with dewy landicapes! How often have pa- 
ing %, and heroes laid aſide the burden of power, and 

tre, fle away from the glare of grandeur, to enjoy tem- 
res, 
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« ſelves * in your compoſed retreats !—Ye moſſy couch- 
« es, and fragrant bowers, ſkirted with cooling caſ- 
« cades! How many illuſtrious perſonages, after all 
their glorious toil for the public good, have fought 
*« an honourable and welcome repoſe in your downy 
« lap F?—Ye venerable” oaks, and ſolemn groves! 


Woods, that whifper to the quivering gale! Cliſts, | 


„that over-hang the darkened flood! Who can num- 
ber the /ages and ſaints, that have devoted the day 
to ſtudy, or reſigned a vacant hour to healthy exer- 
« cifſe, beneath your ſilvan porticos, and waving arch- 
* es? That, far from the dull impertinence of man, 
have liſtened to the inſtructive voice of GOD; and 
« contemplated the works of his adorable hand, amidſt 
your moſs- grown cells, and rocky ſhades. —How in- 
elegant, or how inſenſible is the mind, which has no 
« awakened lively reliſh for theſe ſweet receſſes, and their 
« exquilite beauties !?? | . 3 
But whither am I carried? Is not this rural enthu/;- 
J/m? I find myſelf talking to trees, and forget the mo- 
mentous queſtion, which waits for our decihon. Here 
then let my rhapſody ceaſe, and my inquiry proceed. — 
Does it betray a want of true delicacy, to be inſenſible 
of nature's charms? My Aſpaſio thinks, it argues as 
wrong a taſte in practical divinity, not to acquieſce in 
the imputed righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST.—To 
this doctrine I have always been extremely averſe. I ſet 
myſelt to oppoſe it with objections, drawn from the rea- 
ibn of things, and from various paſſages of * ture. 
To all which my friend replied. And thoug was 
ſcarcely convinced, yet I was ſilenced by his anfwers. 
I pleaded for the ſufficiency of our /rcere obedience. 
Eſpecially, when accompanied with repentance, and re- 


un. me reddentis agetli. 
ſays Horace of his little country-ſeat. 


Is, Virgil was ſo ſmitten with the amiableneſs of theſe ſcenes, that 


he affigns them as an habitation for happy ſpirits, in the regions of 
Elyſium. | : | 
. — Li habitamns opaeis, 
Riparumgue toros, & prata recentia rivis 
| Incalimas, | . 
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Dial. 145 THERON Ax ASPASTO. 5 
commended by the merits of CHRIST. Neither was 
this attempt ſucceſsful. His arguments, ſomewhat like 
the flaming ſword, planted at the entrance of Paradiſe, 
turned every way * ; and precluded all acceſs to life, on 
the foot of our own duties, | 
At length, Aſpaſio quitted the defenſive, and attack- 
ed me in his turn. He explained the precepts and en- 
forced the threatenings of the divine law. So exact its 
tenour! that it demands a perfect and perſevering con- 
formity to every injunction.— So exienſite its authority ! 
that it reaches the inmoſt thoughts; and requires obe- 
dience, not barely in the actions of the life, but the 
very intentions of the heart.— So inexorable its ſeverity! 
that it condemns every the ſmalleſt offence, -and curſes 
every the lealt oftender. 
This remonſtrance had ſome of the terror, and al- 
moſt all the effect of a maſked battery.— It was: quite 
unexpected, and alarmed me conſiderably.— To puſh 
his advantage, he enlarged upon the infinite purity of 
GOD. A GOD glorious in holineſs: #Fo cannot lot 
a pon evil, with any connivance, or without the utmoſt 
abhorrence. Who will aſſuredly deſtroy, either the fin, - 
or the ſinner, from-before his tace. Dot 
To complete his victory, he played off the doctrine 
of original gailt, and original depravity,— That I am, + 
by nature, a child of avrath. - Fallen from GOD by the 
apoſtacy of the - firſt Adam. Dead in treſpailes and 
ſins. My will; enmity againſt GOD: all my faculties 
corrupt : -every imagination evil! - F ; 
After all, he bid me confider—What- fruits muſt 
= ſpring from ſuch a- nature How they muſt appear, 
when compared with /ch a lau What they mutt de- 
ſerve, when tried before /uch a. GOD? And whether 
I Vill venture to put myſelf upon trial at the divine tri- 
bunal, on the plea of ſuch performances? 

Thbeſe, I muſt confeſs, are very weighty and ſtart- 
lug queries. If theſe repreſentations are true, the face 
of human affairs carries a moſt glopmy aſpect. Or ra- 
cher, a moſt dreadful ſtorm is hanging over the chil- 


* Cen. ni. 24. | 
A3 dren 


% 


6 THERON an» ASPASIO. Dial. 14. 


dren of men. Aſpaſio urges me to fly, without any 
delay, to the covert of CHRIS'T”s meritorious obedi- 
efice. This, he ſays, was wrought out, in the name, 
and in the ſtead of ſinners: this will be admitted, both 
at the throne of grace, and the bar of judgment, as 
their juſtifying righteouſneſs. | 
This, he adds, opens a way on GO D's part, for 
the largeſt emanations and molt honourable exerciſe of 
merey. On man's part, it founds a title to pardon, to 
fe, and every ſpiritual bleſſing.— This doctrine, eſpe- 
cially in ſuch a connection, begins to put on a more re- 
commenting appearance. My prejudices are really wear- 
ing away. I am almoſt a convert. | 
Aſpaſio over-heard the cloſe of theſe reflections. Un- 
willing to interrupt his friend, in ſo ſerious an inquiry 
and. deſirous to obſerve the iſſue of ſo intereſting a de- 
bate, he had hitherto concealed himſelf. But thinking 
this a favourable minute, he Repped forward, and faid— 
Ap., Alnmft ! and why not altogether a convert? What 
fionld hinder my dear Theron from ſubmitting to ſo 
rational a ſcheme, with the moſt entire acquieteence ? 
What ſhould hinder him from embracing ſo comfortable 
a doctrine, with the utmoſt complacency ? Why thould 
he not ſubſeribe, both with hand and heart, that divine 
decree ? Their righteouſneſs is of me, faith the LORD *. 
"Ther. If, by this doQrine, the claims of the law are 
anfwered—If the perfections of GOD are glorified — 
If the intereſts of morality are ſecured I muſt acknow- 
ledge, it will be more worthy of acceptance, than I could 
once have imagined: | 
Aſp, And if all theſe points are not gained, gained 
too in the moſt eminent manner, I folemnly declare, 
that I will never plead for imputed righteouſneſs more. 
But the claims of the law are all anſwered. —For, 
there is nothing in its ſacred injunctions, which CHRIST 


did not perform; and nothing in its awful threaten- 


mgs, which CHRIST did not ſuſtain. He fulfilled all 
its precepts, by an unſpotted purity of heart, and the 
moſt perfect integrity of life. He exhauſted its whole 
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Dial. 14. THERON aw ASPASIO. ”" 
curſe, when he hung upon the croſs, abandoned by his 
FATHER, and a bleeding victim tor the fins of his 
people.— This obedience w_ higher honour to the 
divine law, than it could poſſibly have received, from 
the uninterrupted duty of Adam, and all his poſterity, 
in all their generations. 

The perfection of GOD, which were diſhonoured by 
our rebellion, are glorified.—He appears, by this me- 
thod of juſtification, inconceivably rich in ſhewing mer- 
cy; yet ſteady, inflexibly ſteady, in executing venge- 
ance. The ſcepter of grace, and the /aword of juſtice, 
have each its due exerciſe, each its full ſcope. I he ho- 
lineſs of-the divine nature, and the dignity of the di- 
vine government, are not only maintained, but moſt 
magnificently diſplayed. Indeed, it is the pecuhar ex- 
cellence of this wonderful expedient, that it xenders 4101 
the divine attributes fupremely venerable, and ſupreme- 
ly amiable. | | * 
Ther. But are the intereſts of morality ſecured ? This 
is what I am ſtrongly inclined to doubt. And, to ſay 
= the truth, this is now my principal objection to your 

= ſcheme. Th 5 
A. I thall never blame my friend, for being vigi- 
tant and jealous over the intereſts of morality. - If our 
doctrine had a malignant aſpect on true morality, I would 
give my voice again(t it, and ufe all my endeavours to 
ſuppreſs it.—But it is formed with every tendency to 
awaken the / dread of fin, and affect us with the 
warmeſt ſenſe of our CREATOR's love. And is not 
that the ſtrongeſt barrier againſt the encroachments of 
vice? Is not hi, the ſweeteſt inducement to the prac- 
tice of virtue? | > 1 
I am glad to find, that a jealouſy for the intereſts of 
morality, is the chief obitacle in the way of your aſ- 
fent. Becauſe, this jealouſy, I am perſuaded, is much 
of the ſame nature with thoſe forbidding and miſtaken 
apprehenfions, which our anceſtors entertained con- 
cerning the 2cearn. They looked upon the ocean, as an 
- unſurmountable obſtruction and bar to univerſal ſocie- 
ty. Whereas, it is in fact, the very opening and aves _ 
nue to this ſociety ; the only means of ſetting on foot a 
general intercourſe ; and the great highway to all the 
nations of the earth. What is here ond, —_— 
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98 THERON an» ASPASIO. Dial. 14: 
ſome future occaſion be proved.—At preſent, let me 
defire you to imagine, rather, may the bleſſed SPI- 
RIT enable you to believe, that your ſins are expiated, 
through the death of JESUS CHRIST: that a righ- 
teouſneſs is given you, by virtue of which, you may 
have free and welcome acceſs to GOD; the merit of 
which you may plead, in order to enjoy all the bleſſings 
of time and eternity. Then let me aſk, will this lie- 
nate your affections from your almighty BHNEFAC- 
TOR? Will this irritate evil concupiſcence, or ſend 
you to carnal gratifications in queſt of - happineſs ? 
Quite the reverſe. When this faith is wrought in 
your heart, nothing will be ſo powerful to produce ho- 
ly love, and willing obedience; nothing ſo effectual, to 
reſine your temper, to exalt your deſires, and enable 
you to overcome the world. 

What ſays the apoſtle? I through the law am dead 1 
the law*. Being made to underitand its great extent, 
and high perfection, I have no longer any hope of juſ- 
tiſication through my own conformity to its precepts.— 
Did this prompt him, did this embolden him, to ne- 
glect or violate his duty? Hear the ſacred writer's own 
declaration. I am releaſed from the rigour and bon- 
dage of the law: I am directed to CHRIST tor righ- 
teouſneſs and ſalvation; that I may live unte 60D. 
That my whole life may be devoted to his honour, 
who has brought me into a ſtate ſo delightful, into a 
liberty ſo glorious. 2 

Ther. 1 his liberty, I am afraid, will be of very lit- 
tle ſervice to the licentious and gay world. - 

Aſp. I ſhall be in-no-pain even tor the gay world, if 
once they cordially receive this grace, and are vitally 
influenced by this doctrine. Which, far from weaken- - 
ing any one principle of piety, adds to every other mo- 
tive, the endearing engagements of gratitude, and the 
winning perſuaſives of love. 

Nay, I am perſuaded, that multitudes in the gay 
and licentious world, are held faſt in the /ata/ ſnare, - 
by their ignorance of this ſweet, alluring conſolato- 
ry truth. They find themſelves deeply obnoxious to 


Gal. ii. 19. 
divine 


”. 
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divine juſtice, and feel themſelves ſtrongly bound with 
the chains of ſenſuality. They think, it is impoſſible to 
clear the enormous ſcore of their guilt ; impoſhble to 
deliver themſelves from the confirmed dominion of fin. - 
Therefore, like deſperate debtors, they ſtifle every ſe- 
rious thought, leſt a conſciouſneſs of their long arrears, 
and a proſpect of the dreadful reckoning, ſhould fer- 
ment them before the time *. 

But if they were informed, that the infinitely merci- 
ful SON of GOD has undertaken to redeem ſuch un- 


done and helpleſs ſinners—that he has thoroughly ex- 


piated the moſt horrid tranſgreſſions, and procured, 
even for ungodly wretches f, all the needful ſupplies of 
ſtrengthening grace—that, inſtead of being prohibited, 
they are invited to partake, freely to partake, of theſe 
unſpeakable bleſſings Were they acquainted with theſe 
glad tidings of the goſpel ; did they really believe theſe 
glad tidings of the goſpel ; their chains, which now 
are like ſteel] and adamant, would become like a thread 
of tow, when it toucheth the fire 4. Yes, my friend, theſe 
truths, if once revealed and received in their hearts, 
would be an infallible method to make them free ||. | 
What ſhall'T fay more to obtain my Theron's appro- 
bation ? Shall I point out and plead the moſt illuſtrious _ 


precedents ?=GOD the FATHER is well pleaſed with 


this righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER. He expreſſes' 
his complacency by the moſt emphatical words; Behold 
my ſervant, um I uphold ; mine elect, in whom my foul 
delighteth g. In CHRIST and his righteouſneſs, GOD 
is not only pleaſed, but delighted: his very ſoul, every 
perfection of the GODHEAD, wich ineffable ſatisfac- 


Matt. viii. 20. 
7 For thoſe, ho have ſinned againſt the light of nature, as the 
heathens, and againſt the light of ſcripture. as the Jews : for thoſe, 
who have denied CHRIST, like Peter; blaſphemed and perſecuted” 
im, like Paul.— Many, that have fallen into great ſins, are ruined 
for ever, becauſe they do not account the grace of CHRIST ſuffi- 
cient for their pardon and ſanctiſication. They think that they are 
me and paſt all hope of recovery; that their tranſgreſſions and their = 
as are upon them, unpardoned and unpardonable ; jherefore they 
fone away in them, and how ſhall they live? Ezek. zxxiil. 10. 


laxsH. Goſp. Myſt. Sant. direct. 10. 
I Judg. .. . I Johaviiige $ Ifai, xlii. 2. 
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tion, reſts and acquieſces in them.— ] ſaid iefable ; for 
he has declared this, in a manner ſyperior to all the 
force of language, by raiſing our crucified SURETY 
from the dead ;- by exalting him to the heaven of hea- 
vens; and placing him at his own right-hand in glory. 
Our LORD JESUS CHRIST is well pleaſed. He 
eſteems it his honour to ſhine forth as the everlaſting. 
righteouſneſs of his people. It is the brighteſt jewel of. 
his mediatorial crown. In this he /ees of the travail of 
his foul, and is ſati ed; accounting himſelf fully recom- 
penſed, for ail the labours of his lite, and all the ſor- 
rows of his death, when ſinners are waſhed from their 
= in his blood, and preſented faultleſs by his obe- 
ience. 5 6 
The HOLY SPIRIT is equally pleaſed with this 
great tranſaction, and its matchleſs effects. It is his 
culiar office, and favourite employ, to convince the - 
world of their SAVIOUR's righteouſnets ;. not only- 
that his nature was ſpotleſsly pure, and his converſa- 
tion perfectly holy; bog that from both reſults a righ- 
teouſneſs of. infinite dignity,- and everlaſting efficacy + 
ſufficient, throughout al ages ſufficient, to procure ac- 
ceptance and ſalvation for the moſt” unworthy crea- 
tures. - | | | a 
Since then, this method of acceptance and ſalvation 
is excellent and glorious in the eyes of the adorable 
TRINITY—-Since it magnifies the law, and yields the 
moſt exalted honour to its divine AUTHOR— Since it 
makes ample proviſion for the holinefs of a corrupt, and 
the happineſs of a ruined world Why ſhould my friend. 
any longer diſlike it; oppoſe it; or treat it with a cold 
indifference? Surely, all theſe grand recommendations, 
are enough to over - rule any little objections, which may 
ariſe from the ſufpicions of timidity, or may be garted : 
by the artifices of ſophiſtry. | 
Ther. I know not how it is, Aſpaſio; but I cannot” 
reconcile myſelf. to this doctrine of imputed righteouſ- 
neſs, notwithſtanding all the pains you have taken to 
make me a convert. : 
Ap. The diſappointment is mine, but the loſs is 
* yours, Theron. — However, let me entreat you, not to 
reject my ſentiments abſolutely, nor to condemn them 
prematurely. - 
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prematurely. Suppoſe it poſlible, at leaſt, that they 
may be true, and weigh them in an even balance.—- 
Learn wiſdom from your Afpaſio's folly. I was once 
exactly in your ſituation; ſaw things in your light, and 
through your medium. | 

Converſing, I well remember, with a devout but 
plain perſon, our diſcourſe happened to turn upon that 
ſolemn admonition, F any man will come after ME, let 
tim deny himfelf*. I was haranguing upon the import 
and extent of the duty; ae that merely to forbear 
the infamous action is little. We mult deny admittance, 
deny entertainment at leaſt, to the evil /zzagination, and 
quench even the enkindling ſpark of irregular deſire.— 
When I had ſhot a random bolt, my honeſt friend re- 
plied, „There is another inſtance of ſelf-denial, to 
4% which this injunction extends, and which is of very 
great moment in the Chriſtian religion. I mean, the 
4 inſtance of renouncing our own itrength, and our 
% own righteouſneſs ; not leaning on that for holineſs, 
4 nor relying on ir for juſtification.” —I thought the 
old man, I mult confeſs, little better than a ſuperſtitious 
dotard, and wondered at (what I then fancied) the 
motley mixture of piety and oddity in his notions. But 
now I diſcern ſenſe, ſolidity, and truth, in his obſer- 
vation T. Now I perceive, that we ourſelves are often 
the dreamers, when we imagine others to be faſt aſleep. 
] Ther. You have no reaſon to be aſhamed, Aſpaſio, 
bof receiving inſtruction from your honeſt counſellor : for 
= you know, it was obſerved by the ancients, and is now 
paſſed into a maxim, 


IloAnax xo xnTiuges Au (AAE 1er UTE. 


f Neither need you ſuſpect, that I ſhall forget or diſre- 
gard your caution, relating to a precipitate determina- 


® Matt. xvi. 24. 


+ Milton thought the ſame, otherwiſe he would never have put 
thoſe words into the mouth ef a divine ſpeaker : 
— —— 7 merit, 
Impated, ſba/l abſutre them, who renounce 
Their own, both righteous and unrighteour, deeds ; 
And live in thee tranſplanjed, and from tiber | 
Receive new life, Book III. 295. 
1 tion 
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tion of my judgment. No; I ſhall endeavour to avoid 
the rock on which my friend ſtruck, but happily, it 
ſeems, eſcaped ſhipwreck. 2 

You way likewiſe aſſure yourſelf, that, upon a ſub- 
ject of ſuch exceeding great, of eternal conſequence, I 
hall not fail to uſe the molt. attentive and impartial con- 
- fideration. An indolent ſupineneſs, or a bigoted obſti- 
nacy, in this great criſis. of affairs, would be of all er- 
rors the moſt inexcuſable, and muſt prove of all miſ- 
carriages the moſt fatal. 

Aſp. But ſtill you cannot recencile yourſel And no 
wonder: for this way of ſalvation runs directly coun- 
ter to the ſtream oſ corrupt nature. It puzzles our rea- 
Jon, and offends our pride.“ What? Shall we not 
% work, but believe unto righteouſneſs * Shall we re- 
% ceive all freely, and reckon ourſelves no better than 
„ unprofitable ſervauts? having nothing, nothing what- 
e ſever, that may recommend us to our Maker?“ 
This is a method, to which we ſhould never ſubmit ; 
this is a propoſal, which we ſhould always ſpurn; were 
not our natural ſentiments rectified, and our high ima- 
ginations abaſed, by the . of grace. | ; 
Let me remind you of a little incident, which you 
muſt have read in the Grecian hiſtory. A certain ſtran- 
ger came. one day to dine with ſome Lacedemonians, 
who always ſat down at a public table, and were con- 
tent with the plaineſt food. The gentleman, accuſtom- 
ed to higher eating, could not torbear expreſſing his 

diſguſt at the homely proviſion.—“ Sir,“ ſaid the cook, 
„ you don't make uſe of the ſauce.” —** What do you 
% mean?” replied the gueſt.— You don't uſe hard ex- 
« erciſe, nor habituate yourſelf to long abſtinence ; nor 
« bring, a-{harpened appetite to the meal.” And you, 
my dear friend, I am apprehenſive, have not the ſauce; 
have not the proper preparative. for this ſalutary doc- 
trine, which is indeed the bread of life, and the very 
narrow. of the goſpel. | 


Ther. What preparative? Did you not juſt now fay, 


BY that all was free, and nothing needſul, but only to re- 
ceive the bleſſing ? RET) | 


om. x. 10. 


,,, ES TS, 
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Aſp. True; nothing is needful, as inclining GOD to 


ive, but only as inclining us to receive. Would you 
ek, would you ſolicit, would you ſo much as accept, a 
pardon from your ſovereign, unleſs you ſtood convicted 
of ſome capital crime, or was apparently liable to con- 
demnation ? Neither will ſinful man ſeek, no nor gc- 
cept. the great atonement, till he is made ſenſible, that 
the 3 of GOD, and the damnation of hell, are 
what he juſtly deſerves, and what, without the propi- 
tiation of CHRIST, he muſt unavoidably ſuſfer. 
This then is the preparative—A ſenſe of the horrible 
@ filthineſs of the leaſt fin in the ſight of GOD; of the 


RE innumerable fins of our heart and life; and of our un- 
done damnable ſtate on this account.— While deſtitute 


of theſe convictions, our ſouls will be like the full ſto- 
mach, that lothes even the honey-comb.—So long as 
W theſe convictions are „igt, and hover only in the ima- 


A af 


ws - 


Ads xviii. 17. A late commentator, of diftinguiſhed eminence, 
bas attempted to vindicate Gallio's conduct, and would repreſent it 
as an amiable in{tarce of prudence and moderation. 

According to my apprebenſion, this Roman governor acted a 
part, both irreligious and unjuſt.— religious, becauſe he refuſed to 
Hear the apoſtle's defence, which was the moſt likely means of his 
onverſion and ſalvation; as one great end, why Providence per- 
itted the preachers of the beſpel to be brought before rulers and 
tings, was, that ſuch an appearance might ſerve tis wagTvgior wu- 
p45, Matt, x. 18. for a- teſtimony (not againſt, as we tranſlate the 
ord, but) to them : that ever the potentates of the earth, prejudi- 
ed and ſupercilious as they were, might hereby have an opportuni- 
of hearing the Chriſtian doctrine, and ſeting its efficacy on the 


eee 


F 


vcent perſon, afterwards a diſciple of CHRIST, (1 Cor. i. 1.) to 
ſo illegally treated, and outrageouſly abuſed, without interpoling 
r his reſcue. Here was evidently a breach of the peace; a mani- 
ſt violation of the laws. Of this, therefore, as a civil magiſtrate, he 
7 to have taken cognizance; however he might fancy himſelf 
charged from the obligation of attending to the goſpel, or protect- 
os its preachers; however he might imagine himſelf authoriſed to 
at divine truths with contempt, and cal the flriving for the faith, 
wrangling about words and names.—** Words and names only!” 
r otherwiſe, Gallio. The queſtion, concerning JESUS CHRIST 
d his ſalvation, is pregnant with the life of the world, and of. 
ater moment than all things under the ſun. 


Beſides, if the HOLY-SPIRIT intended to fix « mark of appro- 


gination, we ſhall be, like Gallio “, liſtleſs, - Js 


pirits of men,—Unjuft, becauſe he permitted Soſthenes, then an in- 


Vor. IL B bation, 72 "+ F 
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as milk and honey to the palate; inviting as gold and 
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which, I believe, may be conſiderably ſerviceable in 
| bation, rather than a brand of infamy, upon the proconſul's beha- 80 
viour, I cannot but think, it would have been expreſſed in a man- 
ner, different from xa. . ru To TN tees; which, 
- if it be the language of applauſe, requires ſome more than ordinary 
cenſure, is obvious and intelligible to every reader.—Should farther | 


of Sergius Paulus on a like occaſion, and with the ene mium given Bl 
him on that account by unerring v iſdom. Acts xitl. 7. | 


RE, lr. Pope in his charming poem, entitled The Meſſiah. 4 
. 5; 29 4 4 . * this 
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and caring for none of theſe things. — But when they are 
deep, and penetrate the heart, then the righteouſneſs of 
a REDEEMER will be ſweet, taſteful, and inviting: 
Sweet as myrth and frankincenſe to the ſmell; raſteful 


treaſures to the ruined bankrupt. 
Ter. How are theſæ convictions wrought in the ſoul ? 
Aſp. By the law is the knowledge of fin. Conſequently, 
by the law is the conviction of our undone ſtate, Let 
us therefore endeavour to underſtand the law of GOD; 
how pure, how extenfve, how ſublimely perfect it is.— 
Then judge of our ſpiritual condition, not from the 
Fattering r of ſelt· love, nor from the de 
examples of our fellow- creatures, but by this wnerring 
ſlandard of the ſanctuary.— Above all, let us beſeech 
the GOD and FATHER of our LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, to fend his enlightening SPIRIT into our 
hearts. For indeed, without the enlightening influences 
af the SPIRIT, we may have the divine law in our 
hand; we may comprehend its grammatical meaning; 
vet be like blind Bartimeus under the meridian fun. I: 
is the blefled SPIRIT alone, who can rend the veil of 
ignorance {rom our minds, and ſhew us, either“ the 
„ wonderful things of GO D's law,” or the glorious 
myſteries of his goſpel. In this ſenſe, our polite poet 
ſpeaks a truth, as ſingularly important, as it is elegant- 
jy expreſſed; 


Hie from thick films ſhall purge the viſual rays 
A nd on the Jightleſs eye-balls pour the day. ” 


Will you give me leave to propoſe another expedient, 


M ao ow © ww wm .c. r 


ſkill in criticiſm to underſtand it aright, but, if it be the voice of 9 


proof be wanted, we may compare this incident with the behaviour ñ 
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this particular caſe: which, I am aſſured, will be 
greatly advantageous in many other reſpects. - | 
Ther. Backward as I am to adopt your doctrine, I 
am no enemy to my own intereſt ; therefore, ſhall not 
only give you leave to propoſe, but give you thanks tor 
communicating, ſo valuable an advice. 

Aſp. It is in reality none of mine. It was long a 
recommended by your old acquaintance Horace . It 
conſiſts in keeping a diary. * | 

Compile a ſecret hiſtory of your heart and conduct. 
Take notice of the manner in which your he is ſpent, 
and of the ſtrain which runs through your ei/cour/e - 

| how often the former is loſt in trifles ; how otten the 

latter evaporates in vanity.—Attend to the principle 
from which your actions flow ; whether from the ſtea- 

dy habitual love of GOD, or from ſome rambling im- 

= pulſe, and a cuſtomary propenſity to pleaſe yourſelf ?— 
Minute down your fins of 2m/for : how frequently you 
neglect to glorify your CREATOR ; to edify your fel- 

bo- creatures; and to improve yourſelf in knowledge 
and holineſs. —Obſerve the frame of your ſpirit in re- 

'ligious duties: with what reluctance they are underta- 

ken, and with what indevotion performed ; with how 

many wanderings of thought, and how much dulneſs 
of deſire.— How often, in tranſacting commen affairs, 
you feel the mordinate ſallies of paſſion, the workings 
of evil concupiſcence, or the intruſion of fooliſh imagt- 
nations. 

ERegiſter thoſe ſecret faults, to which none but your 
= own conſcience is privy, and which none but the all- 

ſeeing Eye diſcerns.—Often review theſe intereſting me- 

moirs. Frequently contemplate yourſelf in this faithful. 
mirror; and don't be afraid to ſee your wants and weak- 

neſſes, the depravity of your heart, and the iniquity of 
your life.—An artiſt, ſome time ago, took a furvey of 
your eſtate; drew the form, and meaſured the dimen- 

ons, of each incloſure; pictured out every bedge; and. 


Ille velut fidis arcana ſodalibus olim | 
Credebat libris neque fi male ceſſerat uſqpuam _ 
Decurrens alin, neque fi bene: quo fit, ut omnis 
Vottud pateat velutz deſcripta tabel's 
Vita ſents, , HokAr. Sat. 

B 2. ſcarce 
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Fearce omitted a ſingle tree, which grew upon the pre- 
miſes—A& thus with your will, your underſtanding, 


your affections. Theſe are your noble internal demeſnes ; | 


of which none but yourſelf can be a competent ſurveyor. 

Ther. It is unreaſonable and prepoſterous, I muſt ac- 
nowled e, to be minutely exact in meaner matters, 
e no accuracy of inſpection in the moſt mo- 
2 affairs; to have a correct draught of our 


lands, which are a franſient inheritance, and no map 


of that ever/a/ting poſſeſſion, the ſoul. 


1 Ab. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this par- ; a 


ar. As I purpoſe to tet out very early in the morn- 


ing, I ſhall inſiſt upon it, that you do not riſe before 


your uſual time, in order to compliment my departure. 


But I now make it my Aa with, and my parting re- 
queſt, that you vill, for ſome months at leaſt, keep a 


diary. 


corruption of our nature, and the inſuffieiency of our 


righteouſneſs. This may ſeem ſtrange, this may appear | ö 


thocking, to a mind «nacquainted with itſelf, But, when 


then you will be better able to judge of my ſentiments, 


and enter into the reaſons of my faith. 


By this means, we ſhall alſo diſcover the fins, which 
moſt eaſily beſet us; which moſt frequently elude our 
vigilance, and baffle our reſolution. We ſhall learn 


- how to polt our guard, when to exerciſe the ſtrictelt 
watch, and where to direct the artillery of prayer. — In 
aà word, we ſhall learn, better than from ten thouſand 
volumes, to xnow- OURSELVES. A knowledge, which 
vas ſuppoſed by the ancient philoſophers to deſcend 
from heaven *, and which, I believe, our Chriſtian di- 
vines will allow, has a happy tendency to lead people 
thither ; becanſe; of all other preparatives, it beſt di- 
poſes them for that bleſſed REDEEMER; who is the 5, 


way, the only way to thoſe bliſsful manſions. 


Now I have mentioned a way, let me ſuppoſe you 2 $ ; 
travelling through an unknown country. You come to 


— E culo deſcendit, vt (ver. | JUvVEN. 1 
— : 2 k 2 place, . : 


You have wondered at my opinion concernin the 


you have fearched your heart by this probe; when you | | 4 
have felt the pulſe of your foul- by ſelf-examination ; WR 


m —_ 
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a place, where the road divides itſelf into two equally 
inviting parts. You are at a loſs, which track to pur- 
ſue. Whoſe direction will you chuſe to follow? That 
man's, who has paſſed through either of them: That 
man's, who has paſſed through oze of them only? Or 
that man's, who has paſſed and repaſſed them both ? 
To wait ſor an anſwer, would be an affront to your 
judgment. Only let me obſerve, that the laſt is your 
Aſpaſio's caſe. He has travelled long, and proceeded. 
far, even in your path. All that circumſpection and 
aſſiduity; all that prayer and ſeli-denial; all that falt- 
ing and alms, and every other means of grace could 
do, in order to eltablith a righteouſneſs of his own, has 
been done: but to no purpoie.—He has aito trod eve- 
ry ſtep in the way, which he recommends to his belo- 
ved friend. He has made the trial concerning the righ- 
teouſneſs auithout works, or the righteouſnets of GO 
imputed. He can ſet his probatum e/? to whatſoever he 
adviſes on this ſubject, and may venture to ſay, with 
his divine MASTER, Vie ſpeat that we da know *, and 
teltify that we have expericnced. ; af? 
Ther. I am ſorry to obſerve, that the night. is coming 
on, and our converfation almoſt at an end. My regret 
is increaſed by the conſideration of your intended jour- 
ney,— Though buſineſs obliges you to depart, it will, 1 
hope, afford you-leiſure to write. This will be ſfoais 
compenſation for the want of your company. 

Yonder ſun is ſinking belaw the horizon, and ju!t 
taking his leave of our earth. To retard the departing 
radiance, at leaſt- to alleviate- the approaching lols, 
thoſe weſtern clouds catch the rays, and reflet them to 
our view, in a moſt amuſing diverſity of colours. By 
this means, We enjoy the great luminary in Vi beams, . 
even when hier is withdrawn from our ſight.— An 
e piſtolary correſpondence has ſomething, of the ſame na- 
ture. Letters may be called the talk of abſent friends. 
By this expedient, they communicate their thoughts, 
even though countries, kingdoms, or ſeas, , intercezt 
IF their ſpeech. You mult therefore promiſe me this ſati«- 
action; that I may converſe. with my Aſpaſio by the 
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pen; when [ can no longer have an intercourſe with 
him in perſon. e eee 
A. You have anticipated me, Theron: Otherwiſe, 
what is now my promiſe would have been my requeſt. 
F cannot but take notice of another particularity in 
that magnificent aſſemblage of clouds; how they varied 
their appearance, as the lamp of day changed its ſitua- 
tion. — A little while ago, thoſe curtains of the ſky, 
were ſtreaked with orange, or tinged with amber. Pre- 
ſently, they borrew the bluſh of the roſe, or the ſoften- 
ed red of the pink. Ere long, they glow with vermi- 
lion, or deepen into crimſon. Soon ſucceeds the pur- 
ple, more beautiful and grand than any imperial robe, 
and as ſoon (thus tranſient is all ſublunary grandeur ! ) 
gives place to the /able veil of evening, or ſaddens into 
the gloomy pall of night. — Such, I truſt, will be the iſ- 
ſue of my Theron's preſent apprehenſions. All his 
ſplendid ideas of human excelleney and ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs will become faint ; will loſe their imaginary luſtre ; 
till at length they fade away, and darken into abſolute 
felf- abaſement.—Then,. the grace of free juſtification 
will be amiable, will be deſirable, as the beauties of the 
dawn, breaking upon the ſhades of night. Then, you 
will make no difficulty to ſay with the Pſalmiſt and 
with the apoſtle, Biaſed is the. man, unto whom GOD 
 *zmputeth righteouſneſs without url. 
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= Dear Tuskox, | | 
'AM now at the ſeat of my worthy friend Camillus,. 

| where buſineſs and inclination will fix me for ſome 

weeks. This evening we had a molt pleaſing ramble.. 


e T have met with nothing ſo agreeable, ſince I left your 
p houſe,” and loſt your company. 


The time was juſt arrived, and the ſcene was fully 
opened, which furniſhed our great poet with his fine 
deſcription : n 0 „5 

| Now was the ſun in queſtern cadence. low, 

From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour, 

To fan the earth now wak'd, and uſher in 

The ev ning cool. 


At this juncture, Camillus invited me to take the 
=X air.—We waiked ſeveral times along a cloſe ſhady al- 
RE ley, arched with the foliage of #/berts. Here, hid from 
every eye, and the whole world withdrawn from our 
view, we ſeemed like monks (trolling in their cloyſters. — 
Turning ſhort at the end, we enter a parallel range of 
majeſtic and uniformly-ſpreading walnut-trees. "This 
tranſition was ſomewhat like advancing, through a low 
& porch, into the ifles of a magnificent cathedral. The 
broad leaf, and large trunk, of thoſe lordly trees—their 
very diffuliye ſpread, added to their prodigious height 
; : give 
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ive them an air of uncommon dignity. It ſwells the 
Imagination with vaſt ideas, and entertains us with a 
romantic kind of delight, to expatiate amidſt ſuch huge 
columns, and under ſuch ſuperb elevations of living 
architecture. ' 3 
Quitting our cathedral, we turn once again, and paſs 
into a grand colonade of 92aks : ſo regular in their ſitua- 
tion, ſo ſimilar in their ſize, and ſo remarkably corre- 
ſpondent in every circumſtance, that they looked like 
the twins of nature; not only belonging to the ſame 
family, but produced at the fame birth. — Through 
theſe lay a walk, ſtrait, ſpacious, and gracefully long. 
Far exceeding the laſt in the extent of its area, though 


the ſpace of ſix days, for the proſecution of our own 
comparatively low affairs, and ſet apart but aue in ſe- 


duty of worſhipping our CREATOR. 

This walk was covered with the neateſt grave; and 
not a weed to be ſeen, nor one blade of graſs, through 
the whole extended ſurface. It ſtole into a continual 
aſcent; yet ſo very gradually, that the riſe. was ſcarce 


feet, or the panting breath. At the extremity, a hand- 


Venetian door. The reſt of the building was hid by the 
low-hung cluſtering branches. 


open the left-hand ſaſh; and, with it, a moſt enlarged 
and amuſive proſpeci. The ſtructure appeared ſituated 
on the brow. of a conſiderable eminence, whoſe fides 
were partly confuſed and wild with broken rocks, part- 
ly ſhagged and perplexed with thorny ſhrubs. The 
ſpectator is agreeably ſurpriſed, to find himſelf accom- 
. modated with ſo elegant a manſion, on the ſummit of 
ſo rude und ruincut à ſpot.— But, how greatly is his ſur- 
priſe and his ſatis faction augmented, when he caſts his 
eye forward, and beholds the beautiful aveads, which, 
from the foot of this ragged hill, ſtretch themſelves into 
à ſpace almoſt unmeaſurable! 
Through the midſt of this extenſive vale, which was 


much inferior in the ſtatelineſs of its cieling. It put me 
in mind of that divine benignity, which has allowed us 


ven, for the more immediate attendance on the ſublime 


diſcernible, either by the ſearching eye, the toiling 
ſome ſummer-houſe ſhewed a flight of ſteps, and half a 


As f60n as we enter the apartment, Camillus throws 
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decked with the fineſt verdure, and repleniſhed with the 
richeſt herbage “, a river rolled its copious flood. Rol- 
led, in a thouſand ſerpentine mearders, as though it 
was loth to leave the flowery ſcene; and made repeated . 
efforts to prolong its ſtay amidit ſuch lovely objects. — 
Till, at lait, having loitered in its own labyrinths, and 
wandered more than twice the length + of the mea- 
dows; having held a mirror to the aſpiring poplars, 
and bending willows; having paid a welcome falute to 
ſeveral ornamented villas, and paſſed through the arch- 
es of two or three curiouſly pendent bridges, it ſeemed 
to meet the ſky, and mingle with the horizon. 

Oppoſite to the front window, a caſcade fell from the 
adjacent ſtream. It flaſhed and foamed along the broad 
ſlope, indented with ſmall pits, and jagged with protu- 
berant ſtones. The current, vexed and embarrailed, . 
ſeemed to rave at the intervening obſtacles; and for- 
hs its rapid, indignant, ſonorous way, ſtruck the ear 
with a peal of liquid thunder. Theſe fretful waters— 
let our angry paſſions obſerve the admonition, and fol- 
low the example ſoon forgot their rage; ſoon recover» 
ed their temper. Collected into a little rivulet, they 
ran off in calm and ſilent lapſe, till they loſt themſelves 
amongſt beds of oſier, and plantations of alder. 

The river, widening as it flowed, was parted here 
and there by ſeveral little iſlands. Scattered, as it were, 
by the hand of chance; and raifing their green heads 
in the midſt of the lucid ſtream ; they preſented a moſt 
unexpected and moſt pleaſing ſpectacle. Some of them 
were tufted with reeds, and ſurrounded with rocks and 
ſhoals, the unmoleſted reſort of ſwans. Some adorned 
with ſtately porticoes, and ſplendid alcoves ; the graceful 
retreats of rural pleaſure, One, larger than the reit, 
ſeemed to be furniſhed with cool embowering walks; 
fitted for ſtudious retirement, or ſedate contemplation, — 
On either ſide of the charming valley, towns and villa- 
ges lay thick, and looked gay; adding ornament and 


— — —ůͤ— Plants 7 
Poreftus ſpatiis, & multæ prodigus herbe. Hos, 


+ The river Ouſe in Bedfordſhire, by its multiplied windings; 


% = makes a ſpace of cigbice miles by land, more than eighty by water, 


yariety 
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variety to the ſcene, and receiving innumerable advan- 
tages from the paſſing wave. 

The whole recalled to an attentive obſerver's mind, 
that amiable and auguſt ſpectacle, which the Syrian * 
ſoothſayer could not behold, without a rapture of de- 
light; From the top of the rocks I ſez the tribes of JE- 
HOVAH, and from the hills I behold the habitations of 
his choſen people. How godly are thy tents, O Jacob! 
And thy tabernacles, © Iſrael! 4s the vallies, are they 


ſpread forth as gardens, by the river's fide: as trees of 


exquiſite fragrance +, which the LORD hath planted: as 
cedars of ſtatelieſt growth, flouriſhing beſide the waters. 


We had but jult looked about us, when a meſſenger 
came for Camillus. As he was called to ſettle ſome pri- 


vate affairs, I choſe to ſtay in this inviting retreat, and 
determined to make myſelf amends for the loſs of Ca- 
millus's company, by beginning a correſpondence with 
my Theron.— We have pen, ink, and paper, in all our 
rural retirements ; that, if any thing is ſtarted in diſ- 
courſe, gr occurs in meditation, worthy to be remem- 
bered, it may immediately be committed to writing. 


I could not but obſerve to my friend, that, fine as the | 1 


proſpect appeared, there was one decoration wanting; 
if ſome grand deformity may be called a decoration. The 
ridges of a bleak and barren mountain, or the ſkirts of 
a ſun-burnt tawuy heath, would give additional liveli- 
neſs, to the ornamented part of the landſcape. Thus 
contraſted, their beauties would acquire a new charm, 
and ſtrike with double vigour. — This circumſtance 

would ſhew us, what wretched abodes. and inhoſpita- 
ble quarters might have fallen to our thare, and would 
probably awaken a more tervent gratitude to the ſu- 


preme DISPOSER of things, who has calt our © lot 


Numb. xxiii. 7. 

+ Numb. xxiv. 5, 6. It is well known, that the word e i? 
uſed in the ſacred writings, to denote either a delightful perfume, 
Prov. vii. t7. or that aromatic plant, which produces it, Cant. iv. 
14.— For which reaſon, I think it very juſtifiable, to render the 
expreſſion trees of exquiſite fragrance; and am perſuaded, it will Le 
2 more intelligible to the generality of readers, than trees ligu- 
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« in a fairer ground, and given ws a more goodly heri- 
« tage.“ | 
805 a proper knowledge of the divine lau of its ſub- 
lime perfections, and rigorous ſanction joined with a 
conviction of our own extreme deficiency, and manifold 
tranſgreſſions—All this would endear the blefſed JE- 
SUS to our affections, and powerfully recommend his 
righteouſneſs to our deſires.— The remainder of this 
epiltle, therefore, ſhall turn upon ſome inſtances of du- 
ty, enjoined in that facred ſyſtem. By which it may be 
highly uſefpl to examine our conduct, and ſift our hearts; 
in which, I believe, we have all fallen ſhort, and are 
all become guilty: em which, we may learn the imper- 
fection of our beſt ſervices, and ſee the inexpreſſible need 
of a better righteouſneſs than our own, 9 
= The knowledge of GOD is the foundation of all vi- 
dal religion, and indeed is the conſummation of human 
XX happineſs. It is not only matter of preſent duty, but 
WE the very eſſence of our future bliſs ; This is life eternal, to 
= know thee the only true GOD, and FESUS CHRIST 
XX whom thou haſt ſent *. Yet, important and obligatory 
as it is, are we not very defective in this divine ſcience? 
Have we duly acquainted ourſelves with the marvellous 
BE excellencies of the LORD JEHOVAH? His uncon- 
= trollable power, and all-comprehending wiſdom ; his 
unbounded goodneſs, and unwearied patience ; his im- 
= maculate holineſs, and inflexible juſtice ; his never-fail- 
ing faithfulneſs, and inviolable veracity ?—Have we, 
according to the direction of our inſpired tutor, purſu- 
ed this ered ſtudy on our knees ; and ſought this 
Es moſt noble of all intellectual endowments, not merely 
from books, but principally at the throne of grace. 
Hue we ſought it, like that ancient eib ſtudent, 
with an early application, and with inceſſant aſſiduity; 
even © from'the flower, till the grape was ripe f?? 
Is that ſcanty ray of knowledge, which perhaps has 
forced itſelf through our original darkneſs, operative on 
our affections? Have we loved the LORD our GOD 
with all our heart? This is the firſt and great com- 
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24 
mandment . Have we conſtantly entertained the moſt 
magnificent and honourable thoughts of his ſublime 
— —— Is our eſteem for this immenſely great and 
moſt bleſſed BEING, high, ſuperlative, matchleſs ? 
Somewhat like at, expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt; on 


have I in heaven but thee? And there is none upon 


earth, that I defire in compariſon of thee f. — Have we 
been affectionately concerned for his g/ory, and zeal- 
ous to advance his holy religion? Troubled, very ſenſi- 
bly troubled, when our MAKER'”s honour has been 
trampled in the duſt, by licentious tongues, or flagi- 
tious deeds ? 
Have we made it our ruling care, to approve the 
whole of our life, and the moſ ſecret tranſactions of our 
breaſt, to his all-ſeeing eye! Reſolved, deliberately re- 
folved to facrifice, not only our darling luſts, but even 
dur moſt valuable intereſts, whenever they ſtand in com- 
petition with the good pleaſure of his will — In a word; 
as the hart panteth after the water-brooks, with fuch 
vehement and „F er ardour, have we thirſted af - 
ter - a brighter manifeſtation of his divine attributes 
fome ſweeter aſſurances of his ſpecial love - and an ever- 
increaſing conformity to his holy image? 
Such was the temper of thoſe excellent men, who are 
characteriſed in the ſeriptures of truth, as children of 
the HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation. This 
is their language; The defire of our foul is unto thy name, 
and to the remembrance of thee. With my foul have I de- 
fired thee in the night: yea, with my ſpirit within me will 
J feet thee early f.—Neither is ſuch warmth of love, and 


Matt. xxii. 38. I Pal. lxxiii.as. 

1 Ii. xxvi. 6, 9. We can hardly tell, which to admire moſt, 
2 of the deſcription, or the piety of the perſons. I have 

clired, and net with inactive wiſhet, but ſuch as prompt to vigor- 
ous endeavours; I will ſeek thee, And early, with the moſt vigi- 
Ent application and unvearied affiduity.—The emphaſis is very 
much increaſed, by the addition of thoſe lively words, with my 
foul, yo" Wa es with the whole bent and ſway of my affec- 
tions, and with the Heady tavariable determination of my judg- 
ment. — Thus have I deſired thee, even in the night; when both t 
purſuits and the thoughts of other people are ſunk and loſt in pro- 
Found repoſe. Thus wil I ſer the, with a zcal—early as the riſ- 

ing—conflant as the returning ſun. | 
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fervour of deſire, any needleſs or extravagant pitch of 
devotion; but a reaſonable ſervice, indiſpenſibly due, 
ſrom all intelligent creatures, to the great AUTHOR 
of their being—in whom all poſſible perfections, with 
the utmoſt exaltation and dignity, reſide—from whom 
all manner of bleſſings, in the moſt copious and never- 
failing communications, flow. 

| When we receive, 2 abſent friend, rich and 
repeated preſents; caſks of generous wine, or jars of 
delicious fruits we feel 2 inkindled into a. rate- 
ful affection. We honour, we love the perſon, who al- 
lows us ſuch a diſtinguiſhed place in his heart; and ex- 


tender benevolence. The bleſſed GOD is a friend to 
us all, infinitely powerful, and equally munificent. We 
are the conſtant objects of his more than friendly, of his 
parental cares. Every paſſing moment is a * of 
his patience, and charged with ſome token of his boun- 
ty. For our ſake, he has diffuſed bleſſings over all 
the face of the earth; and commanded every element to 
concur, in miniſtering to our accommodation. He has 
not only adapted his benefits to our ſeveral wants, but 
has given them a diver/ijication, large as the ſcope of 
our wiſhes; and an enrichment, far beyond all that cur 
fancy could conceive.—Profule liberality ! yet ſmall and 
ſcanty, compared with his molt adorable benignity in 
CHRIST JESUS. | 


dant righes of his kindneſs, had made bare the arm of 
his omnipotence ; and ſtruck a moſt miraculous road 
through the ſurges of the ocean, to afford us a ſafe paſ- 
lage?—If, to accommodate us in our travels, he had 
drought waters out of the flinty rock ; and bid the ra- 
rens bring meat to our hands, bid the winds convey 
anna to our doors If, to furniſh us with a commo- 
lious ſettlement, he had dethroned mi hty kings, diſ- 
poſlelſed populous nations, and made the walls of im- 
pregnable cities fall to the ground If, to further the 
liſpatch of our buſineſs, or facilitate the conqueſt of 
pur enemies, he had arreſted the fun in his meridian 
areer, and laid an embargo upon the moon, ſetting 

on her nightly tour: In ſhort, if, to promote our 
Voit. II. 5 C welfare, 


preſſes his cordial regard, by ſuch a ſeries of active and. 


What? If GOD, willing to manifeſt the ſaperabun- 
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welfare, he had ſuſpended the powers, and controlled 
the laws of univerſal nature; had wrought a// the mira- 
cles, exhibited in the land of Egypt, or recorded in the 
volumes of -infpiration—Should we not think ourſelves 
under the moſt inviolable- engagements, to love the 
LORD our GOD, vhs had done ſo great things for ur; 
to love him unfeignedly and ardently ; to love him with 
a ſupreme affeQion, ſar above every other amiable ob- 
ject?— Let, we have greater, incomparably greater obli- We 
gations to our almighty BENEFACTOR. For (hear, 
. O heavens! wonder, O earth! and let eternity dwell 
upon the ſtupendous truth!) GOD fpared not his SON— 
bir own SUN—his tranſcendently glorious and divinely i 
excellent SN -b delivered him up to the deepeſt hu- 
miliation, and to the moſt accurſed death, for us men 
and our ſalvation. © $ 
O, Theron! have we been impreſſed with wonder, at 
the contemplation of this goodneſs? Have our hearts 
glowed with gratitude, under a ſenſe of theſe mercies! 
Surely, no man need be convicted of any other crime, | 
at the great tribunal, than inſenfibility of ſuch love, and 
ingratitude for ſuch favours.” This, without the accci- WM 
non of horrid impieties, is enongh to leave him abſo- 
kitely inexcuſable. This is enough to prove him one 
of the moſt d iſingenuous, and molt dete/table of creatures. WM 
Have we exerciſed ourſelves in frequent thank/giving? 
Many are the exhortations to this honourable duty. 
Praiſe thy GOD, O Sion“: Praiſe. him for his mighty 
cle Fraiſ bim according to his excellent greatneſs | .— 
innumerable are the incitements to abound in this plea - 
fant ſervice. | Every comfort has a voice, and cries in 64 
the ear of reaſon; OI that men would therefore praiſe tie 


7“ Pfſal. exlvii, 22. + Plal; el. -:/ --: 1. 
i Among theſe exhortations, we may rank that beautiful and 
devout addreſs to GOD, Sr pnbnn Sum Pal. xxii; 3. Thou 
that inhabiteſt—Light inacceſſible, ſhall I ſay ? The regions of im- 
menſity, or the ages of eternity? "Nog but what is a more exaltcd 
charater-=The praiſes of Iſracl. Fiocly ſignifying, that praiſe is 3 
_ molt acceptable ſacrifice, - which the divine MAJESTY, vouchſafcs 
to regard with peculiar delight.—Intimating alſo, that the exerciſc 
of praiſe ſhould not be an cecaſional thing, like a tranſient viſit to | 
a {tranzer's houſe; but a daily and almoſt unintermitted ſervice, 
Yke the ftated reſidence of a perſon in his own habitation. - LORD | 
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LORD fer his neſr. Every deliverance enforces the 
addreſs, and furniſhes freſh materials for the heavenly 
employ.—The man after GOD's own heart declares, 
as an inviting example for our practice; I wi/l bleſs the 
LORD at all tines: His praiſe ſhall continually be in my 
mouth* + Yea, as long as 1 have any being, I will fing 
praiſes unto my GOD +.—Indeed, when we conſider 
che inexhauſtibly rich bounty of GOD our CREA- 
TOR, and the inconceivably tender mercy of GOD 
our REDEEMER, it is both ſtrange and deplorable, 
that the love of GOD is not always prevailing in ouy 
hearts, and the language of praiſe ever flowing from 
our lips. | ITE 

I wilt not ſuppoſe our character ſo 5 that 
ve have neglected the daily worſhip of GOD, either iir 
W our cloſet or in our family.— But, have we prayed with 
that profound reverential awe, which is due to the 
HIGH and LOFFY ONE, au inhabiteth eternity ?— 
Have we made our ſupplications with that fervent im- 
Portunity, which may in ſome meaſure correſpond witlr 
che extreme indigence of our ſtate, and the invaluable 
worth of the. blethags we crave! —Have our petitions 
oeen attended with that head) afrance, which may glo- 

ify the goodneſs, the power, the veracity of the LORD ? 
lay evidently declare, that he i rich in mercy to all 
It call upon him e that he if the LORD FEHOV AH, 
whom is everlaſting /trength || > that he is te GOD of 
truth, and faithful for ever 9. We call him FAT HER: 
but have*we truſted in him, with that unſuſpectiug, 
cheerful, filial confidence, which a child repoſes on the 
adelity and indulgence of ſuch an earthly relative! Hare 
ve not entertained,” too often entertained narrow, dit- 
ponourable, beggarly apprehenſions, concerning the 
reaſures of kid berality, and the bowels of his pity 2 
Rating them even Jower than our parent's, our friends, 
r ur o—w n. 0 $825 | 
| Have we been careful to carry the ſpirit of our pruy- 
s into our -9#d#ary converſation; and waited at the 
Dor, as well as approached to the throne of grace?—- 


* Plal. xxxiv. 1. ot + Pal. exlvi. 2. } Rom. x. 12. 
Vi. 4. $ Deut. xxxii. 4. 
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Amidſt the intervals of our ſolemn devotions, have we 
cultivated an ejaculatory intercourſe with heaven? How 
highly would the ambitious courtier prize, and how fre- 
quently would he «ſea privy key, which ſhould give him 


at all hours, free admittance to his ſovereign. This key of | 


admittance, only to an infinitely more exalted POTEN- 
TATE, we all poſſeſs in the practice of mental aſpira- 
tions to GOD. It is certainly the nobleſt employ, and 
will be the vicheſt improvement of our thoughts, to ſend 
them in ſuch ſhort embaſſies to the KING of kings; 
and to derive, by ſuch occaſtonal * fallies of faith, a 


renewed 


We have, in ſeripture, very remarkable inſtances of the ſuc- : 


ceſs, which bas attended ejaculalory prayer. —Obſerve Nehemiah : 
he ſtands befare Ahaſuerus, apprehenſive of the monarch's diſplea- 
ſure, yet deſirous to ſolicit him in behalf of Jeruſalem. To be de · 


ivered from his fears, and to obtain his deſſres, what method does Wi 

he uſe? The mean and ſervile arts of flattery? No; but the . | 

aud devout expedient of prayer. J 28 ſas the . to the 
' 


GOD of beaven. Ve cannot ſuppoſe that he fell on his knees, or 
ipoke with his lips, while he continued in the royal preſence, but 


he darted up his foul in len application. Which ſupplica ion OW 


« pierced the clonds;” reiched the eternal throne 3 and returacd 
not ayain till a bleſſing was ſent. Such as totally averted the wrath 
he dreaded, and procured favour and aſſitance, much larger than he 
expected. Nehem, ii. 4. | 

When David heard that Abitophel, the ableſt politician in his 
kingdom, was revolted to Abſalom; ſenſible what a loſs his aff.irs 
had {fuflained, and what an advantage the rebellious party had ac- 
quires, he betook bimſelf t his GOD. Ile ſtaid not for an oppor- 
tunity of retirement, but inſlantly and upon the ſpot cried, 0 


LORD, I pray thee, - turn the counſt! of Ap hel into footifyneſs !— | 


A ſhort addrefs, but very effmciovs. HE, who diſappointeth the 
devices of the craſty, ſent a ſpirit of infatuation among the rebcls; 


and. inclined them to reject the advice of that judicious ſtateſman. | 


"hich falſe fep brought upon their horrid enterprize the ruin it 
deſerved, and chagrined the wretched traitor, even to rage, frenzy, 
and ſuicide. 2 Sam. xv. 37. xvü. 23. | | 
. Amyntor, at a 1 of his life, was under great diſ- 
tres of conſcience, and haraſſed by 
his caſe known to am experienced friend, who ſaid, Amynter, you 


do not pray—Sutprifed at this, he replied ; ** Þ pray, if ſuch a thing 4 ' 


© be poſſible, too much. F can hardly tell, how many times in 


© of my other duties, and the negle& of my neceſlary ſtudies.” — 
« You miſtake my meaning, dear Amyntor. I do not refer you 


' © to the ceremony of the knee, but to the devotion of the heart. 


* Which nezlects not any buſineſs, but intermingles 1 1 


2 ww 


violent temptations.” He made 


as oa — a « 4 — "_ 
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the day, l bow my knee before GOD; almoſt to the omiſſion MP 
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renewed ſupply from the Fountain of all good. How 
great a 4% then muſt it be to our ſpiritual intereſts, and 
how contemptuous a e of the ever - preſent I K- 
HOVAH, to omit entirely, or long to difcontinue this 
molt benteficial practice of habitual adoration !—Can 
you, y dear Theron, acquit yourſelt on this article 
of inquiry? Has not every day cf your life been a day 
of negligence in this reſpect? Been a perpetual diſobe · 
dience to our SAVIOUR's injunction; men ought, in 
this manner, always to pray, and not to faint *. 

Have we ſanctified the ſabbath! Has the LOR D's- 
day; with all its folemn and ſacred offices, been our de- 
light ?-—Have we remembered that diſtinguiſhed por- 
tion of our time, as Jacob remembered the delighttul- 
interview at Peniel? Have we expected it, as merchants 
expect the arrival of a richly laden veſſel? Have we im- 
proved it, as huſbandmen improve the ſhining hours of: 


the harveſt!—Have we wholly laid aſide every earthly 


engagement; | not ſpeating our own-words Þ, nor allow- 

ing ourſelves in any gratifications, which may inter- 
rupt our communion with the FATHER: of ſpirits? 
Has one day in bit courts been preferable ts a thouſand g, 
ſpent either in the works ot our calling, or in the {c2nes- 
of recreation? — Have the memorials of ove K EDEEM.- - 
ER's dying merits, and the ſeals of his unchangeable 


4 loving -kindneſs, heen relithed as a- ſeaſt, and prized as- 


a portion? | 
Have we honoured: GOD's holy word? — What 
greater mark of diſeſteem, than to deſpiſe a perſon's dif+- 


Sg courſe ; and not to think bis ſpeech worthy of our no- 
rice? Eſpecially, when he addrefſes us with very great 
eriouſneſs, and with the utmoſt affection. In our Bi- 
ee, the GOD of glory ſpeaks to his creatures, ſpeaks 


„. Which, in every place, looks unto the LORD; and, on 


4 ” . «* . 
* every occalton, lifts up ay indigent longing ſoul for the ſuppl 


_ of bi; grace. Tis, (added lie, and Tp kt with à peculiar. yoke! 
—_ mence),” /his is the prayer which all the devils ia hell cannot 


' withſtand.” — This, I would farther obſerve, is the Prayer, v hich 


ring down ſomewhat of heiren into the heart; in which L-wavld 
elf defire to abound and would earncitly recemmend, to all ay 
_-intancc, and all my rea icrs. 


Luke xvii. 2. 1 Ii 1viii. 13. t Pfal. Ixxxiv. 20. 
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with the moſt perſuaſive energy, and with all the yearn- 
ings of parental tenderneſs. Have we liſtened to our 
CREATOR, with reverence and delight; and rejoiced 
with trembling at Thus ſaith the LORD? 

Have we ſearched the oracles of truth, not merely 
as ſcholars, but as finners ; not from a ſpirit of curioſi- 
ty, or with an air of formality, but with a ſolicitude 
and ardour, becoming perſons who inquire after the 
SAVIOUR of their loſt fouls? Have ve ſubmitted our 


inmoſt thoughts to their impartial ſcrutiny ; to receive 


conviction of ſin from their awful remonſtrances, and 


to hear the ſentence of condemnation at their righteous 
bar? Have we been willing to ſuffer the reproach of 


conſcious baſencſe white they have ripped up the diſguit- 
cs of falſchood ; laid open our ſecret iniquities; and 


brought all our evil ways to remembrance? Thus Jo- b #4 
nah acted. His heart was tender, and he humbled hin- 


ſelf before the LORD ; he rent his chthes, and wept be- 


fore the LORD, when he heard the words of the book of 'Y 


the law “*. 


Have we had the glad tidings of the goſpel within 3 5 | 


a ag? 1 
cur memories, within our hearts? Have we been dili- 


gent to ſuck this honeycomb + of grace, by concommi- 
tant meditation, and ſubſequent prayer? Have we va- 


luecd the precious promiſes, as gentlemen of wealth va- 


lue the writings of their private eſtates; or as enfran- 


chiſed bodies eſteem the charter of their public privi- 9 
leges:— Have we, like the princely Py longed i 21 


for thoſe words of edification, exhortation and comfort, 
more than for our neceflary food | ? And, like the roy- 
al prophet, prevented the night-watches, that we may 
be occupied in thoſe ſtatutes || and ordinances of hea- 
yen? | 1 


inſtances of the affirmative kind; how dreadfully will 


We have hitherto confined the examination, to a few 


dhe dark account be ſwelled, if, inſtead of love and o- 1 % 
bedience, there be hatred and oppoſition Hatred of 
the name, glory, and worſhip of GUD—0Opps/ition to 3 bs 


his intereſt, kingdom, and ſervice! 


* 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27. + Cant, v. 1. 1 Job xxiii. 12. 
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GOD is infinite perfection: worthy of all admiration : 
exalted above all praiſe. Yet do not our thoughts more 
frequently, or more naturally turn upon our accom- 


pliſhments, than upon the illuſtrious and thining attri- 
butes of the ALMIGHTY ? This is, in itſelf, the molt 


| ſhameful dotage ; and, in GOD's light, the molt abo- 


minable idolatry. Yet, let us obſerve, and we ſhall pro- 
bably find, that, as damps ariſe in the mines, or togs 
in the fenny grounds, ſo naturally, and ſo copioutly do 
theſe felf-admiring reflections ariſe in our depraved 
minds- | 

GOD is an ever/a/ling king. Have we not often re- 
fiſted his authority, by open diſobedience; often diſput- 


ed it, by fecret murmuring? Have we not, as far as in 


us lay, depoſed the ommpotent SOVEREIGN, and 
exalted e into the throne? Made felt-will our law, and 


1 ſell. pleaũng our end? Thus adding facrilege to rebel» 


lion. 

GOD ts tranſcendently gracious and amiable. Ami- 
able as he is, have we not too often ſpurned him from our 
affections, by being /overs of pleaſure, more than lovers of 
60D“? Gracious as he is, have we not too long tura- 
ed our backs upon him, by forgetting his benefits; be- 
ing inſenſible of his preſence; and not having ſo much 
as a real deſire to ſerve or glorify him? O! how com- 
mon, yet how heinous, is this iniquity! It is a total 
departure from the great end of our exiſtence, It ren- 
ders our whole life one continual fin, Nay, it is a com- 
plication of fins; it is every tranſgreſſion in embryo. 
What is the ſtubbornneſs of careſſed children, and the 
negligence of entruſted ſervants? What is the indiffe- 
rence and diſdain of obliged dependants? What the 
deceit and treachery of choſen favourites? Is not each 
of theſe practices odious, vile, provoking ? Yet they are 
all included in that one grand evil, an habitual forget- 
fulneſs of the bleſſed GOD. 1 "IM 

Awake, conſcience! Summoned and charged as thou 
art, in behalf of thy ſupreme LORD, bear an impar- 
tial teſtimony. Then, I am perſuaded, the Phariſee in 
our breaſts, like the man unfurniſhed with the wedding- 


® 2 Tim. li. 4 


garment, 
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arment, muſt be ſpeechleſs and confounded ; muſt ſtand 


f- convicted and ſelf-condemned. 
Is our heart warm with brotherly ve ?-Good-man. 


ners will put expreſſions of ' civility into our months ;. } 


but has a power from on high implanted the royal law 
of charity in our breaſts? The character of a gentleman 
requires a deportment acceſſible, obliging, and conrte- 
ous : has the ſpirit of Chriſtianity taught us to love, 1:2 
in word or plauſible appe : vrance only, bu? in deed and in 
truth * 2 Do we love our neighbours, not merely on 
account of ſome relation they bear us, or ſome ſervices 
they have done us, but becauſe they are creatures of 
the bleſſed: GOD, are the objects of his providenti: 
care, and capable at leaſt of being conformed- to his 
image ? Do we love them, becauſe we hope, that the 
LORD JESUS CHRIST has bought them with his 
blood, and has made, or will make them partakers of 
his SPIRIT, and members of his myſtical body ? 

Are we ſincerely concerned for their credit and in- 
tereſt ; for their preſent welfare, and eternal happi- 
neſs ? Do we embrace. all opportunities of promoting 
both the one and the other ? Embrace them with the 
fame alacrity, and improve them with the /ame zeal), 
which actuate us in purſuing our owns felicity If they 
exceed us in all that is amiable, and all that is proſpe- 
rous, do we contemplate their ſuperiour excellence with 
a real complacency, . and their more abundant ſucceſs 
with a real ſatisfaction? Is /e/f/Þnef7, that exorbitant 
eneroacher, kept within bounds ; and do we feet, not 
barely our aun, but another wealth ? 

Do we diſlike to hear, and-abhor to ſpread, defama- 
tory tales; even when our adverfaries are the men, 
whom they tend to blacken — When rudely affronted, 
or cauſeleſly abuſed, do we pity the offenders for the 
roo done to their own ſouls, rather than kindle into 
reſentment at the i ty offered to ourſelves: When 

eatly injured, are we flow to anger, and not eaſily 
provoked? Are we much more willing to be reconciled, 
than to foment diſpleaſure, and proſecute revenge? In 
a word, do we /ove our enemies; bleſs them, itat curſe us; 


* John iii 18. 


12 
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do good to them, that hate us; and pray for them, which 
deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us * ?— Without this lo- 
ving and lovely diſpoſition, we abide, ſays the apoltle, 
i death + ; are deſtitute of ſpiritual, and have no fitneſs 
for eternal life. | 
2 Let me add Are all our graces, and all our works, 
== clothed with humility? This ſhould be the dreſs, in which 
WE they ſeverally appear, as well as the bond of connection, 
*X which unites them all f. — Do we maintain a very low 
A F opinion of our own accomplithments, and in honour pre- 
Er 2thers to ourſelves || ? habitually ſenſible, that we are 
less than the leaſt of the divine mercies, and the very 
= chieteit of ſinners ? | 
=X 1 might eaſily have branched out all the preceding 
XX ſubjects; into a much greater variety of interrogatory ar- 
ticles. But I intend only to preſent you with a ſpeci- 
XX men. - Your own meditations will enlarge the ſketch, 
and ſupply what is defective. Only let me beg of you, 
my dear friend, to try your ſtate by this touchſtone; to 
prove your conduct by this ſtandard. And may the 
XX FATHER of lights give you an underſtanding, to diſ- 
cern ths exact purity and ſublime perfection of his holy 
! | | . 
Faxe you lived in the #ninterrupted obſervance of 
all theſe duties, avoiding whatever is forbidden, and 
=X obeying whatever is commanded ? Your outward beha- 
XX vour, I know, has been free from notorious violations z 
but h.4s your inward. temper been preſerved from all 
ungodly motions, and from every irregular deſire? Is 
there no enmity in your heart to any of the precepts z 
nor any backwardneſs, nor any failure, in performing 
each and every in junction? 
When you put theſe queſtions to yourſelf, remember, 


* Mitt. v. 44. What manner of love is this? How diſintereſted ! 
how extenſive ! how triumphant } Muſt not all the boaſted bene vo- 
trace of the philoſopher and moraliſt ſtrike fail to this evangelicat 
—_— 2 ** not bath moraliſt and philoſopher aknowledge the 
necetlity of a di vine operation, thus to enlarge, exalt, and refine their 
ſocial aſſections? 0 N * EL 

John iii. 14. | 2%; 
f Pet. v. 5. Wat bond—The unuſual word eſcouourucys 
is ſuppoſed to have both theſe ſigniſications. | 

I Rom. i. 10. 


1 


that 
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that every ſin is a contempt of infinite Majeſty, and ſu- 


preme authority; that every fin pollutes the foul, and 


renders it a kind of hell; is a departure from GO1), 1 l 
and an imitation of the devil; that the wages, due to 


every lin, is eternal death, and the doom, denounced 
on every ſinner, is an everlaſting gurſe.— Remember, 
that if you fail in oze point, or in any degree, you are 
guilty of all“. Nay, if your conformity be not per/c- 
vering as well as perfect, you incur the penalty, and are 


abandoned to condemnation—uNLEss, renouncing all 


your perſanal performances, you place your whole affi- 


ance on a SAVIOUR's atonement, and a SAVI- 6 
GUR's righteouſneſs.—1 think, you will not dare to 8 


put the iflue of your everlaſting ſtate upon the former 
footing; which is not only hazardous, but muſt be in- 


evitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather chuſe to = 


acknowledge yourſelf a poor inſolvent, and plead the 
unſearchable riches of your REDEEMER's obedience, 


and rely on the unparalleled merit of your REDEEM- 3 2 


ER's blood. 


- To thoſe who beljeve, the law, though fri, is not | 


terrible; becauſe, he its precepts of holineſs ever ſo ex- i 


tenſive, they have been mot completely fulfilled by 
their glorious SURETY. Be its penal ſanctions ever 
ſo rigorous, they have been ſatisfied to the utmoſt by 
their great MEDIA TOR. —Believers, therefore, may 
make their boalt of their adorable SPONSOR. They 
may /it under his ſhadow with great delight | : while the 
thunderings of mount Sinai, and all the terrors of the 
legal diſpenſation, tend only to increaſe and quicker 
the refreſhing ſenſe of their ſafety; juſt as the poſſeſſor 
of a plentiful eſtate, in ſome peaceful and proſperous 
country, repoſes himſelf under the ſhade of his vine, or 
the ſhelter of his fig-tree, and hearing of the avars 
which embroil, or the p/agues which depopulate other 
nations, taſtes, with augmented reliſh, his own felicity. 

Let me cloſe with the affectionate and emphatical 
with of an inſpired epiſtolary writer; that the LORD 
of peace may give my dear Theron peace—alway;—by alt 
means | ! Then I ſhall think, my wiſhes are accompliſh- 


James ii. 10. Gal. iii, 1. . Cant, ii. 3. f 2 Theſſ. iii. 16. 
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ing, and this bleſſing is at the door, when he fees the 
A purity of the divine law ſees the depravity of his own 


nature - and the impoſſibility of being juſtified, without 
an intereſt in the great MEDLATOR's righteouſneſs ; 
that righteouſneſs, which, as it 1s the only hope, and 


£ the couſtant joy, is therefore the darling theme, of 


Your ever faithful * 
AspAS10. 


P. S. Shall I abridge the preceding letter, and contract 
the whole into thoſe two great commandments, which 
made the firſt awakening impreſſions on my own 
mind, Thou ſhalt lave the LORD thy GOD with ALL 
thy heart ; thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as THYSELF ?— 
Amazing! ſaid your Aſpaſio. Are theſe the com- 
mands of GOD ? As obligatory, as the prohibition 
of adultery, or the obſervation of the ſabbath ? Then 
has my whole lite been a continual act of diſobedience ; 
Not a day, no, nor an hour, in which I have per- 
ſormed my duty.—This conviction ſtruck me, as the 
hand-writing upon the wall ftruck the preſumptuous 
monarch. It purſued me, as Saul purſued the Chri- 
ſtians, not only to my own houſe, but even to diſtant 
cities; nor ever gave up the great controverſy, till, 
under the influences of the SPIRIT, it brought me 
weary and heavy-laden to FESUS CHRIST. 


— — — — 


LETTER. 


TrtrON to AsPASIO. * 


Dear Asras1o, 


ORE than three weeks are elapſed, fince you fa- 
voured me with your improving company: Dur- 


ing which interval, 1 have frequently recollected the 
g moſt material parts of our late diſcourſes. I have care- 
fully conſidered, both the doctrines you advanced, and 


1 the anſwers you returned, to my ſeveral objections.—I 
have often reviewed your valuable letter; have uſed it 
as a touchflone, to examine my ſtate ; and have, with 


IT great punctuality, obſerved your parting advice.—1 


have 
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have ſat every evening for a picture of my mind, and 
have endeavoured to take a true unflattering draught of 


all ifs diſtinguiſhing qualities. And, if the diary is a a 0 


faithful mirror, if it does not aggravate the deformity 
of my features, I ſhall be abſolutely out of conceit with 
myſelf; I ſhall ever entertain the meane/? opinion of 
my own, either moral or religious qualifications, 

Where is that intenſe and fupreme love of GOD, 


which his tranſcendent perfections challenge, and his "1 1 | 
ineffable goodneſs claims ?—Where that firm and joy. 
ful reliance on CHRIST JESUS, in any degree pro- * 


portioned to his infinite merits, and inviolable promi- 
ſes Where that cordial and tender affection for my 
fellow-chriſtians, which is due to the ſervants of a divine 


REDEEMER; the people whom he ranſomed by his J 5, 
agonies, and purchaſed with his very blood: Where is RF 


the incenſe of holy contemplation and refined defire ? 


Where the flame of fervent devotion, and ever- active 1 
zeal? ſuch as become the living temple of GOD, in 


which his moſt immaculate and glorious SPIRIT 


vouchſafes to reſide, —Theſe fundamental graces, like 


the grand organs in the animal ſyſtem, ſhould impart | 


Health to the ſoul, and ſpread the beauty of holineis 
through all the converſation. But theſe, alas! far from ü 

beating with a vigorous and uniform pulſe, hardly heave a. 
with life; only juſt ſtruggle, now and then, with ſome . 


faint, intermitted, uneven throws. 


How ſeldom do my actions ſpring from gratitude to . * 


the everlaſting BENE FAC TOR, or aim at the glory 
of his ſuper· excellent MAJESTY ?—In addreſſing the 
KING-immortal, inviſible, how languid are my affec- 


tions, and how wandering is my attention? How great 2 F 


my unbelief, and how little my reverential awe I re- 
ceive innumerable mercies ; but where are my returns 


of correſpondent thankfulneſs ?-I am viſited with many A 4 
gracious chaſtiſements; but without proper reſignation, 
or due improvement.—Alas for my heartleſs devotions, 


my lifeleſs virtues, and the multitude of my refined ini- 


. guities {—Hid behind the maſk of outward decency, 
and ſome cuſtomary forms of religion, I was altogether 
enacquainted with my ſpiritual ſtate. I fancied myſcif 8 
rich, and increafed with goods, and ts have need 7 12- 
C465. . oO np ; * 
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| ing; even while I was wretched, and miſerable, and 
Posr, and blind, and naked *. 

if 1 look back, and review the years of youth and 
manhood, what has been the tenour, what is the aſpect 
Wor my life ? More like a deſolate and horrid wilderneſs, 
than a cultivated garden, or a fruitful vineyard. —In 
BE, ub, what ſordid gratifications of appetite! In an- 
D, X--:4, what baſe compliances with a wicked world! In 


av 


btb, what ſhoals of evil inclinations have polluted my 


)* Kheart! What ſwarms of vain imaginations have debaſed 
*% y thoughts! What frothy and unprofitable words 


; y A 
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u- have dropt from my lips — By all which, how have I 
1} aicobeyed, and how diſhonoured GOD ! How have 
ne r denied, and how crucified the LORD JESUS 


is enRIsT And yet ſuppoſed myſelf, all the while, 


q | be good enough ! 
-: It is ſomething unaccountable, that a perſon of my 
© inquiſiti ve diſpolition ſhould, through the courſe of ſo 
many years, be ſuch an utter ranger to himſelf, I 
4 \ 4 onder at my own prepoſterous folly !—To travel into 
ke poreign countries, and viſit the moſt renowned cities of 
rt Furope, yet never Rep over the threſhold, nor look 
1s MWithia the apartments of my own breaſt. —To carry on 
. N correſpondence with my friends, even in the remoteſt 


ations, and never enter upon a conference, nor hold 
ny intelligence with my own heart !—To inquire after 
eus from the fleet, news from the army, news from 
he court, yet exerciſe neither curioſity nor care with 
ZFcgard to the hope of heaven, and the concerns of eter- 
ZWity !—What egregious miſconduct is this! A moſt 
eernicious error in the economy of religious life. 
Sometimes I have caſt a tranſient glance on my out- 
gerd behaviour, but never extended my ſearch to the 
elinquent, the traitor, the rebel within. — And even 
y outward behaviour has been ſurveyed with as much 
roneous partiality, as ſuperficial levity. It has been 
h mpared, not with that exact and ſublime ſtandard, the 
Friptures of truth, but, as in the caſe of the ſelf-deceiv- 
g /hari/ee, with the unjuſt, extortionate, adulterous 
Factices of ſome other people: from whence I moſt 


® Rey, iii. 17. 
Vor. II. D unwar- 
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unwarrantably concluded, chat, being not quite ſo 


abandoned as the molt profligate creatures, my charac- 


ter muſt be good, and my condition ſafe.— But, thanks 
to your laſt friendly letter, and the ſearching expedient 
it recommended, I am now in a different way of thiuk- 
41 is ſtrange to recollect, and indeed it is ſhameful to 
confeſs, the many arzzfices, which I have uſed to put a 
cheat upon myſelf.— Sometimes, I have fancied, that 
the divine law could never be fo ſtrict, as to condemn 
us inexorably, only becauſe we continue not in all its 
precepts.—Sometimes, I have pleaded the infirmity of 
our nature, and endeavoured to make the works of 
darkneſs appear only as pitiable failings.—Sometimes, 
T have taken refuge in the excellency of our church, 
and plumed myſelt with the borrowed feathers of a re- 
ligious profeſſion.— At other times, I have ſoothed my 
conſcience to reſt by a punctuality of attendance on 
places, or a zealous attachment to forms. And all 
this, to ſeduce, cajole, and betray myſeli—betray my- 
ſelf, firſt into a vain canceit of my own” endowments ; 
then into a contemptuous di/regard of CHRIST; and 
at laſt into eternal de/frudjion, —But now I fee my guilt ; 
I apprehend my danger; and feel my helpleſs condi- 
tion. ' | 5 < Ti 
Indeed, my Aſpaſio, I am now convinced, that the 
_ darkeſt colours cannot be too dark, for the pourtrait of 
my ſpiritual ſtate. I ſee myſelt overſpread with an ha- 
bitual depravity, and cannot ſorbear crying out, with 
the abaſhed leper, Unclean! uncleun The ſacred 
_ oracles in no wiſe miſrepreſent fallen man, when they 
deſcribe him as a/together become abominable +. They are 
far from under- rating human works, when they deno- 
minate them f/ihy rags f. Rags they are, if we conſi- 
der their great imperfection; f/thy rags, if we advert to 
» Levit. win. 45. Job. xv. 16. Fa aim 
1 Iſai, iv. 6. Does not Theron miſapply this text? Can it be 
intended to diſcredit the qualifications of the upright ?' Is it not ra- 
ther a brand ſet upon the works of the wicked, whoſe very . ſacri- 
- ** fices are an abomination to the LORD?” or a rebuke given to 
the ſpecious performances of the hypocrite, who is preciſe in the 


orm, bnt deſticute of the power of godlineſs ? Or may it not refer 
ro 
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their manifold defilements. And, ſince the nature of 
GOD is irreconcileably averſe to all contamination; 
ſince the law of GOD requires unſpotted perfection; 
O! auho can ſtand before this holy LORD 60D, in any 


accompliſhment of his own? 

When I farther reflect, that I have only a very ob- 
ſcure glimpſe of the divine purity, and am a mere no-' 
vice in the knowledge of my own heart, how am 
amazed at the lofty appreheniions, which I once form- 
ed, concerning the dignity of my nature, and the inte- 
grity of my conduct! All owing to ignorance, the grofl- 
to ritual obſervances, in contradiſtinction to moral duties, and ſpi- 
ritual endowments *. THY 

The diſparaging character muſt not, I think, be confined to ri- 
teal obſervances, becauſe it is expreſsly aid, ALT. our righteoufneſſes ; 
of every kind; be what they will; no exception is made.—Neither 
can it be appropriated to the formal hypocrite, much leſs to the no- 
toriouſly wicked, becauſe thoſe very perſons, who. are the ſubject of 
this 2 5 declare in the context, LIKD, we are thy people; thou 
art our FATHER; we ſhall be ſaved. —So that it ſeems intended, 
not ſo much to ſhgmatize any particular behaviour, as to ſtain th 
pride af all human glory. | by 

Beſides, the prophet freaks of himſelf, WE all are as an unclear 
thing: which, however ſtrange or unreaſonable it may appear, is- 
the very ſame charge, to which he pleads guilty in another place; 
Vi it me! I amr undone ! for Tam a man f unclean ps Not that 
he was defiled with any groſs pollutions; nay, he was a faint of the 
molt diſtinguiſhed luſtre; but his eyes had ſeen the KING, the LORD 
of Hoh. He was under the clear manifeſtations of a G OD, glorious: 
in holineſs, inflexibfe in juſtice, and infinite in all perfections. 
Amidi theſe manifeſtations, the impurity of his heart and nature 
were not oaly apparent, but glating; ſuch as overwhelmed him with 
abaſhmeat,, and, till CHRIS E was applied in a type, (Iſai. vi. 7.) 
filled him with terror. © 1 

In ſuch circumſtances, and under eh views, all our moral vir- 
tues and evangelical graces, all our excreiſes of devoti-n and acts of 
eharity, mult neceſlarily appear both defective and pollnted; hy no 
means proportioned to the demands of the law, nor ſufficient for 
our recommendation to the ſupreme LAW GIVER—no more than 
a few tattered rags can elm the character, or perform the ſervices, 
of à complete ſuit—no more than a tew filihby rags are fit, to dreſs 
the bride for her nuptials, or the courtier for a birth-night, 

But there is a righteouſneſs—bleſſed be divine grace !—ſpotlefsly 
pure and conſum mately excellent; a righteouſnets, which anſwers 
all that the CREATOR requires, and ſupplies all that the creature. 
needs: To prove this momentous point, and to diſplay this un- 
ſpeakable gift, is the deſign of the following ſheets, 

1 Sam. vi. 20. | 


D 2. eſt; 
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eſt ignorance. of myſelf and the ſcriptures. — How do 
I ſhudder to think, that, in expecting juſtification from 
the law,'I was refting the welfare of my immortal foul, 
not on the ſtrength of a rock, but on the point of a 
dagger.— I was going to the decifive tribunal, fluſhed 
with the falſeſt hopes, and charged with a ſet of glit- 
tering fins: 3 going, like poor deluded Uriah ||, not 
with any valid credentials, but with ye miniſtration of, 
death ꝙ in my hand. 4 

Though I cannot but acknowledge the arrogance cf 
theſe pretenſions, yet loth, very loth is my pride, to 
renounce the pleaſing abſurdity. Self- love and ſelf- im- 
portance has ſearched, and ſearched again, for ſome- 
thing excellent. Thiey can hardly brook the humiliation 
of imploring all / ferm pauperis*. With what re- 


luctance is a ſinner brought to confeſs himſelf finful in 


every duty, ſinful in every capacity ! Strange perverſe- 


nefs But the charge is undeniable. However unwil- 
ling, I muſt plead guilty. THov ART WwErGHED 1N 
nE BALANCES , AND FOUND WANTING Þ, is written 
on all Lam, all I have, all I d42-—If I am thus defec- 
tive, even in my own eſtimation if I am utterly con- 
demned at the. bar of my own conſcience; What then 


> 8 . — 2 


ſhall 1 de, auben GOD rifeth up ? And when HE vijiteth, | 


auf ſhall I anſwer hin 4. ? 


| Sam. xi. 14, 15. § 2 Cor, in, 9. 


That is, under the character of a poor deſtitute, or as a begger 


+ ſues lor his ams. 
1 eigled in be balance As the following ſtory may ſerve to il. 
luſtrate this fine expreſſion, and enforce the momentous ſentiment, 
"the reader will permit me to relate it. * 
In the reign of King Charles I. the goldſmiths of London had a 
euſtom, to weigh feyeral forts of their precious metal before the pri- 


Px 


vy council. On this occaſion they made uſe of ſcales, poiſed with 


ſuch exquiſite nicety, that the beam would turn (the maſter of the 
company affirmed) at the two hnndredthipart of a grain. Noy, the 
famous attorney-general, ſtanding by and bearing this, replied, 
4 fb-uld be loih;then ts hade all my ations weighed in thoſe ſcalcs : 
With whom I heartily concur, in relation to myſelf. And ſince 
the balaxces of the ſanctuary, the balances in GOD's band, ore in- 
finitely more exact, O! what need have we'of the merits and righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIS T, to make us acceptable in his fight, and pat 

able in his eſteem | | 
Dan. v. 2%» + Job xxxi. 14. 
8 I now 
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I now ſee the zecefity of an imputed righteouſnet*. 
Without ſome ſuch object for my truſt, I am undone. 
] long therefore to hear your arguments in its be halt. 
And I muſt declare to you, if it can be ſatisfactorily 
proved ſrom the ſeriptures, it is the moſt comfortable 
doctrine in the world, and. worthy of all acceptation. 

A letter upon this iubject would be a 1ingular favour, 
and, I hope, an equal bleſſing to 

Your alliged and affedtionate 

| THERON«* 


LE LL E-%26 
As PASs10 to Puro. 


Dear TrxroO, 


HOUGH all your letters give me pleaſure, - none 

was ever ſo highly pleafing as your laſt. I look 

upon it with the fame ſecret joy, as a compaſſionate 

phyſician obſerves ſome very favourable ſymptoms in the- 
criſis of a beloved patient's diltemper. 

What you atk, I ſhall, without- any farther preface, 
attempt to execute. If my attempt proves ſatis factory 
to your judgment, I am ſure, it will be the moſt likely 
means of healing your conſcience, and calming your 
fears. When we perceive the odious depravity of our 
nature; when we diſcern the horrible iniquity of our 
lives ; and are ſenſible of that tremendous wrath, and 
everlaſting vengeance, which are due to ſuch guilty 
creatures ; hen nothing cap be found, that will {peat 
eflectual peace, nothing that will adininiſter ſolid com- 
fort, but only the vicarious tufferings, and the imputed - 


righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST. 


To this purpoſe one of the wileſt and belt of ſpiritual 
guides expreſſes himſelf, Fas ſin abounded? as undoubt- 
edly it has in our heart, and our life; Grace has much 
more abounded, in the obedience and the merits of our 
REDEEMER. — Nay, has in reigned? Exerted its ma- 
lignant power in the molt extenſive and molt deſtruc- 
tive manner, rendering us ſubject unto death, both tem- 
poral and eternal? Ever fo has grace reigned; excited 
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its benign efficacy in a manner yet more triumphant, 
not only reſcuing us from guilt and ruin, but reſtoring 
us t everlaſting life” and glory; and all-this through the 
righteouſneſs, the complete meritorions - righteouſneſs, 
brought in by FESUS CHRIST 'our LORD *. 

You inquire after the pro of this imputed righte- 
ouſneſs. From a multitude I thall ſelect a few; ſuffi- 
cient, J hope, to make it appear That this is the de- 
clared doctrine of our church, and the avowed belief of 
her mft eminent divines—That it is copiouſly revealed 
through the whole ScxieTUREs, revealed in many ex- 
prels paſſages, and deducible from a variety of inſtruc- 
tive ſimilitudes. | | | 

Hear the language of our common prayer, in a very 
affecting and ſolemn addreſs to the ALMIGHTY ; 
% We do not preſume to come to this thy table, O mer- 
% ciful LORD, truſting in our own righteouſneſs.” — 
If we may not, if we dare not, rely on our own righ- 
teouſnieſs, when we approach the euchariftic table, much 
leſs may we depend upon it, when we are ſummoned to 
the deciſive tribunal, — Should you aſk, on what we are 
to depend? The exhortation to the communion furniſh- 
es an anſwer, On the meritorious death and paſſion 
« of CHRIST, whereby ahne we obtain remiſſion of 
«fins, and are made partakers of the kingdom of hea- 
I 1 

The collect, appointed for the feſtival of circumciſſan, 
has this remarkable introduction, „ Almighty G0, 
« whoſe bleſſed SON was obedient to the laww for man.” 
In what fenfe; or with what propriety, can this be at- 
firmed, unleſs CHRIS T's perfect obedience be refera- 
ble to us, and accepted inſtead of ours ? On any other 
interpretation, I thould think, be was obedient, not for 
man, but for kimfelf. | 

Should the artful critic give ſome other turn to theſe 
paſſages, it will avail him but little; becauſe the church, 
her own 4% expoſitor, has explained the meaning of 
ſach phraſes, and put the matter beyond all doubt. In 


her eleventh article the ſays, We are accounted righ- 


 « teous before GOD only for the merits of our LORD 
« and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.” —The doctrine 


„ 


* Rom, v. 21. 


relating 


1 
| 
* 
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relating to pardon of ſin, had been ſtated in a preceding 
article. This diſplays the method, whereby {tuners 
may appear righteous in the ſight of GOD, and in the” 
court of heaven, ſo as to recover the divine favour, and- 
obtain a title to eternal bliſs. This is done, not by any 
native righteouſneſs, not by any acquired righteoutnets, 
but wholly by an #»puted righteouſneſs. The two for- 
mer methods are ſo far from conſtituting our reconcil- 
ing and juſtifying righteouſneis, that they have no 
ſnare in it; they contribute nothing towards it; but are 


totally excluded from it. We are accounted righteous, 


and accepted as ſuch, onLy, (mark the expreſſion), 
ov through the meritorious obedience, and propitiat- 
ing blood of our great MEDLA TOR. | 

The homilies are, if it be poſſible, ſtill more explicit, 
and more cogent. In the homily concerning the ſalva- 
tion of mankind, we read the following ne * The 
« apoſtle toucherh three things, which mult go toge- 
6, ther in our juſtification. On GOD's part, his great 
% mercy and grace. On CHRIS T's part, the ſatis- 
« faction of GO D's juſtice, or the price of our redemp- 
“ tian, by the offering of his body, and ſhedding of 
« his blood, with fulfilling of the law perfectly. On 
«, out part, true and lively faith in the merits of JE- 
« SUS. CHRIST, which yet is not ours, but by 
« GOD's working in us.” —You ſee, according to the 
judgment of our venerable retormers, not only the of- 
fering of CHRIST” s body, and ſhedding of CHRIST's 
blood; but alſo his perfect fulfilling of the law, are the 


adequate price of our redemption. All theſe act con- 


jointly, they ſweetly harmonize, in the great and glo- 


rious work. 'Fo ſuppoſe their diſunion, is a doctrinal 


miltake, ſomewhat like that practical error of the Pa- 
piſts, in ſevering the ſacramental wine from the ſacra- 


mental bread; adminiſtering to the kuty the ſymbols of 
the ſlaughtered body, but with- holding the ſymbols of 
the ſtreaming blood. 


There are aber clanſes in the ſame homily, which ſet 


the ſeul of the church to our ſentiments. I ſhall content 
myſelf with tranſcribing one from the concluſion. ——— 


„ CHRIST,” ſays that form of found words, „ is the 


righteouſneſs of all them that do truly believe. He 
94 « for 


"4 
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* for them paid their ranſom by his death. He for 
* them fulfilled the law in his life. So that now, in 
& HIM, and by HIM, every true Chriſtian man may 
*-be called a fulfiller of the law; foraſmuch as that, 
& which their infirmity lacked, CHRIS T's righteouſ- 
% neſs hath ſupplied.” — This authority is as clear, as 
the doctrine authorifed is comfortable. May the former 
ſway our judgment! May the latter cheer our hearts! 

The homily on CHRIS T's nativity informs the 
reader, that the deſign of our LORD's incarnation 
was—* To give light unto the world, and call ſinners 
© to repentance; to fulfil the law for us, and become 
e the propitiation for our ſins; to caſt out the prince 


of this world, and deſtroy the works of the devil.” — 
We have all broke the law; we are all unable to keep 


the law; therefore, the bleſſed JESUS fulfilled the 
law—fulfilled it in each and every of its detnands-—fu}. 
filled it in the highe/t degree of perfetion—and, what 
is of all conſiderations moſt delightful, fulfilled it for us. 


His obedience took the place of what we were obliged. 


to perform under the covenant of works, and is not on- 


ly the meritorious, but alſo the conſtituent cauſe of our 


juſtification. 


So that —if there be any worthineſs in our LORD's 


molt holy-ngture ; any merit in his exerciſe of the ſub. 
limeſt virtues ;- any atoning efficaty in his ſubmiſſion to 


the molt ignominious ſufferings, and tormenting death 


theſe, according to our ſtandard - ſyſtem of orthodox di- 


vinity, are the ground of a ſinner's juſtification. —And, 
according to the dictates of the moſt unbiaſſed reaſon, 
theſe are the 32%, the ſureſt ground, that the heart can 


wiſh, or the imagination conceive. 
Does it. not, from the preceding quotations, appear, 


that the doctrine of juſtification, through the imputed. 
righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, is far from being 


diictaimed by the Habliſbed church] am ſorry, but 


conſtrained to own, that we rarely find any conſidera» 


ble ſtrictures of this great evangelical peculiarity in our 


modern theological diſcourſes. Yet there have been 


preachers of the higheſt repute for learning, for judg- 
ment, and for piety, who profeſſedly maintained this 
leading truth of the goſpel. ,s 

* 1 | The 
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The devout Biſhop Beveridge, in his Private Thoughts, 
has left upon record the following. very remarkable ac- 
knowledgment ; which, if it ſuited i ſtate of eminent 
holineſs, cannot be too humbling, my dear Theron, for 
your lips and for mine. $ I do not remember, neither 
% do I believe, that I ever prayed, in all my life-time, 
% with that reverence, or heard with that attention, 
« or received the ſacrament with that faith, or did any 
«work with that pure heart, and ſingle eye, as I ought 
© to have done. Infomuch, that I look upon all my 
&, righteouſneſs but as filthy rags ; and it is inthe robes 
4 only of the rigliteouſneſꝭ of the SON of GOD, that 
« I dare appear before the MAJESTY of heaven.“ 
The fervent and affectionate Biſhop Hopkins “ ſpeaks 
in perfect conſonance with his brother of St. Aſaph.— 
« The law was given us, not that we ſhould ſeek juſti- 
ti fication by the obſervance of it, but, finding it im- 
te poftible to be jultified by fulfilling it, we ſhould there- 
by be driven to CHRIST”s righteouſneſs, who hath 
6«. both tulfilled it in himſelf, and fatisfied for our tranſ- 
«. prefſing, of it; and therefore ſaith the apoſtle, Th? 
lau was a ſchoolmaſter, to bring us unte CHRIST ; 
« that we might be juſtified by f:ith. To this end it was 
% promulged, that ſeeing the ſtrictneſs of its precepts, 
« the rigour of its threatenings, and withal being con- 
« yinced of our impotence to fulfil its commands, we 
« might be urged by its terrors to fly to CHRIST, 
and find that righteouſneſs in him, which may an- 
« ſwer all the demands of the law.“ 

Bishop Reynolds +, ſtyled by his cotemporaries, and 
not without reaſon, a waſting library, bears his teſti- 
mony in the following words: -“ CHRIST as our 
« ſarety paid our debt, underwent the curſe due to our 
« fins, and bare them in his own body on the tree; 
became ſubject to the law for us, and repreſentatively 
« in, our ſtead fulfilled all the righteouſneſs the law re- 
« quired, active and paſſive. For ſin being once com- 


* gee his ſermon on John vii. 19. | en 
+ See his treatiſe intitled The Life of CHRIST :—which, as well 
as all his other works, abound with ſtricing ſentiments; have much 
elegance of dition, a copious variety of learning, and a lively ani- 
mating ſpirit of evangelical piety. . t 
F | « mitted 
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4 mitted, there muſt be a double act to juſtification ; 
« the ſuffering of the curſe, and the fulfilling of righ- 
e teouſneſs anew; the one, a fſatisfattion ſor the injury 
«© we have done to GOD, as our JUDGE; the other, 
© the performance of ſervice, which we owe unto him 
« as. ur MAKER.” | 

To this illuftrious triumvirate, let me join Biſhop 
Davenant ; who, for his great abilities, and unqueſti- 
onable integrity, was appointed one of our religious 
plenipotentiaries at the renowned ſynod of Dort. In 
his very valuable expoſition of the epiſtle to the Coloſ- 
ſians, he writes to this effect: Je are complete in 
© CHRIST. Ye are furniſhed, in that all- ſuſficient 
« REDEEMER, with whatever is requiſite. to ever- 
« laſting ſalvation. With wii, ſince it is the con- 
«© ſammation of this noble endowment,. to know 
« CHRIST and him crucified. . With righteouſneſs, 
« becauſe he has perfectly ſatisfied the law *, and tho- 
« roughly expiated our guilt. With ſanclifcation, be- 
„ caule his SPIRIT, dwelling in our hearts, mortifies 
« our corrupt affections, and renews the ſoul after the 
«image of its CREATOR,” | 

Let me bring ap the rear with a teſtimony, which, 

for clearneſs, ſolidity, and a full repreſentation of the 
evangelical doctrine, might very juſtly have claimed 2 
place in the van. It is taken from an author, whom 
the general conſent of our nation has diſtinguithed with 
the title of /adicigus, The judicious Hooker, ia a trea- 
tiſe on juſtification, ſays ;—* It is a childith cavil our 
« adverſaries ſo greatly pleaſe themſelves witch, ex- 


In this reſpect principally (fays our author, enlarging upon the 


text) ate believers complete, becauſe, though deſtitute of any righ» 


teouſneſs, that may properly be called their own, CHRIST has 
graciouſly enriched them with bis. Vid. DaVENANT tn F piſt. ad 
Col2f]. cap. ii. com. 10. 1 DOSTRA® 12777! 

Let me beg leave to intimate, that this expoſition of the epiſtle 
to the Coloſſians — far perſpicuity of ſtyle, and accuracy of method 
for judgment in diſcerning, and fidelity in repreſenting the apoltle's 
meaning—for ſtrength of argument in refuting errors, and felicity 
of invention in deducing practical doctrines, tending both to the 
eſtabliſhment of faith, and the cultivation of holineſs—is perhaps 
inferior to no writing of the kind, and richly deſerves to be read, 
to be: /tudied, to be imitated by our young divines. 


„ claiming, 
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« claiming, that we tread all Chriſtian virtues under 
« our feet; becanſe we teach, that faith alone juſtifi- 
„% eth. Whereas, by this ſpeech, we never meant to 
« exclude either hope or charity from being always 
«-joined as inſeparable mates with faith, in the man 
« that is juſtified z or works from being added, as ne- 
« ceffary duties, required of. every juſtified man: but 
4 to ſhew, that faith is the only hand, which putteth 
« on CHRIST to juſtification ; and CHRIST the on- 
ly garment, which being ſo put on, covereth the 
« ſhame of our defiled natures, hideth the imperfection 
« of our works, and preſerveth us blameleſs in the 
« ſight of GOD: before whom, otherwiſe, the weak- 
« nefs of our faith were cauſe ſufficient to make us cul- 
« pable, yea, to ſhut us out of the kingdom of heaven, 
«© where nothing that is not abſolute can enter.“ 

You will allow the ſagacious Biſhop Sanderſon * to 
ſum up the evidence; or rather to make an important 
remark on the whole of the controverſy. That great 
light of the church, both in caſuiſtical and practical di- 
vinity, obſerves “ The tidings of a REDEEMER + 
« muſt be blefſed and welcome news, to thoſe that are 
*« ſenſible of their own poverty, and take it of grace.“ 
Our eaple-eyed divine penetrates into the true cauſe of . 
the prevailing averſeneſs to this evangelical doctrine. It 
is founded on the fate of the heart, more than upon 
any force of argument. People are but little, if at all, 
ſenſible of their ſpiritual and moral indigence; of the 
defects which depreciate, and the defilements which ſul- 
ly, whatever they have, and whatever they do. Nay, 
— tinctured with pride, they would be themſelves 
the alba, and ſuffer the bleſſed JESUS to be no more 
than the omega, in procuring their eternal ſalvation. 
Therefore they can hardly be reconciled to the hum- 
bling character of an eleemoſynary; one who lives 
wholly upon the alms of the goſpel, and is dependent 
upon grace for his all. ＋ | | 
- Whereas, was this grand obſtacle onee remefed, were 
men convinced of ſiu, of exceeding ſinfulneſs in their 


® Sce his ſermon upon Iſai. Hi. 3. 


vorſt 
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work eſtate, and of remaining ſinfulneſs in their beſt; 


they would ſoon be convinced of righteouſneſs *, of the | 


abſolute neceſſity and ineſtimable worth of a REDEEM- 
ER's righteouſneſs. They would no longer diſpute 
againſt it, but cordially receive it; entirely rely on it; 
and adore the goodneſs, the tranſcendent and unutter- 
able goodneſs of GOD, in providing it. | 
I think, in one of our conferences, I undertook to 
produce my vouchers from the antient //athers. Let 
me now ſubjoin two or three atteſtations of this kind. — 
From ane of which you will perceive, that thoſe early 
writers had a conſiderable degree of clearneſs npon the 
int. From the other you will ſee, that, far from re- 
jecting the doctrine, they embrace it with delight and 
rapture. And if you will admit of the J, you cannot 
be ſtartled at any thing, which I ſhall advance upon 
the ſubject. Let me only premiſe in general, that, if 
thoſe authors are not ſo copious and explicit, with re- 
gard to the imputation of aclive righteouſneſs; they 
abound with paſſages, which evince the /ub/#itution of 
CHRIST in our ſtead. Paſſages, which diſclaim all 
dependence on any duties of our own, and fix the 
hopes of a ſinner entirely upon the merits of his SA- 
VIOUR. When this is the caſe, I am not very ſolici- 
tous about any particular forms of expreſſion; and far 
from being angry, even though the words, which I 
think moſt ſignificant, are not retained. „ £5 
Clemens, firſt of the ancient fathers, and an intimate 
acquaintance of St. Paul's, wrote an epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians. It is full of ma aly ſenſe, and ſeraphic piety. 
Among other valuable things, the truly apoſtolie man 
declares, We are not, in any reſpect or in any degree, 
Juſtified by ourſelcet, but wholly by JESUS CHRIST: 
not by our. own wiſdom er prudence, which could never 
find out the way; not by the piety of our hearts, or works 
of" righteouſneſs performed in our lives, which could never 
be ſufficient for the purpoſe; bt by faith, or a fiduciary 
reliance on the righteou:neſs of another. The one in- 


* Joha xvi. 8. 
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variable method, by which the almighty SOVEREIGN 
has juſtified all his people, ever ſince the world began“. 
Juſtin—who was firſt a Gentile philoſopher, then au 
eminent Chriſtian, and at laſt a martyr for the truth— 
eaks more fully to the point f: What elſe could cover 
cur fins, but the righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST? By 
hat poſſible means could we, . 9970 and unholy crea- 
tures, be juſtified, but only by the interpoſition of the 
SON of GOD in our behalf?—Having, in this clauſe, 
made a profeſſion of his faith; the good man, on the 
contemplation of ſuch a privilege, breaks out into 3 
kind of holy tranſport. O 8wEET AND DELIGHTFUL Ex- 
CHANGE! A diſpenſation unſearchably wiſe and gracious ! 
Benefits, quite unexpected, and rich beyond all our hopes ! 
That the tranſgreſion of many, ſhould be hid by one righ- 
teous PER SON and that the righteouſneſs of ONÞ, 
ld juſtify many tranſgreſſors. 
ks . — my are remarkably ſtrong, and the 
ſentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from the 
of the fineſt writer in eccleſiaſtical antiquity. 
They have the great name, and venerable character of 
St. Chryſoſtom, for their recommendatory preface f.— 


; Fear 


* Ov 0 14 , Ni, ond N Tos neil ięas (apes, n 
nete, n tvovoins, 1 v2 [wy ue ac u o. rg Reg 
4 Tice rug Tmirias, d ns railag Tu; ax amv» o rei ox 
og O05; m. 1 Epiſt. ad Corinth.—Fhis quotation is ex- 
plained, as well as tranſlated. But that every reader may diſtinguiſh 
the text from the paraphraſe, the firſt is printed in 1alic, the laſt 
in Roman characters. 

＋ Ti MAG T feet 61125 naewy nTvratn xaAver, u £x41Y8 TJ; 
raoour; Ev Tir lixaiwbnvas foveley Tus apa; nies K NH 
Cus, nw Tw vin Tv O, 2 THE TATKEIAT KATAAAA- 
THE, „ Tins aritiyuass Inveſting, @ 1 axpordoxy|wy wieſ:” 
rin, ia &Vopeuct FOANOY @ 10 ws xen, dexacoovry N wo; 
FOXY eropeus D e Epiſt. ad. Diogn.— Though Du P1 x 
queſtions the authenticity of this epiſtle, he allows it to have been 
written by an ancient hand. Dr. Cav x, as capable a judge, thinks 
there is no reaſon to doubt, but it is the genuine work of Juſtia. 


1 My Toivuy o&n0ng, &@; Toy youey rage, iTuley 1 
rig TgoonMV;* vel yag avler ag,, Hs N avler r 
Agios en rigtu,,j., ws A Tiftuons able, xamure irh, 
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Fear not, ſays he, on account of any of thy paſt tranſpre/: 


ion, of the law, when once thou haſt fed by faith to NE. 
SUS CHRIST. The moſt enormous and the myſt de- 


Hructive violation of the law, is, is be nvith- held by the 
conſciouſneſs of any guilt whatever, from believing n 
CHRIST. When thou alte/t faith on him, thou haſt, ful- | 
filled, I might fay, more than fulfilled the laww. Far thou | 


haſt received a better righteouſneſs, than it could ever re- 
guire: thou art poſſeſſed of a better obedience, than any 
creature could poſſibly pay. | * 

+ Two or three witneſſes of diſtinguiſhed ability, und 
umdoubted veracity, are a ſufficient confirmation of any 
cauſe, For this reaſon, and to avoid a tireſome prolixi- 


ty, 1 have ſet aſide a multitude of voices; which, from , 


the writings of our own and foreign divines, are ready 


to pour their united evidence.—And leſt the buſineſs of 


| 


quotation, though ſparingly managed, ſhould ſeem dry 
and tedious; I will relieve your wearrneſs, and enliven 


the collection, by an extract from the prince of Engliſh | 


poetry. Michael, the prophetic archangel, mentioning 


the deſtruQive conſequences of the fall; and aſſerting N 
the GODHEAD of that glorious PERSON, who un- 


* 


dertook to be the repairer of this deadly breach; adds, 


Which HE, who comes thy SAVIOUR, ſpall re-cure, 
- Not by deſtroying Satan, but bit works, | 

In thee and in thy feed. Nor can this be, 

But by fulfilling {that which thou didft want) 

Obedience to the law of GOD, im 

On penalty of death; and ſufPring | 

The penalty to-thy tranſareſſion due gi 

And due to theirs, which out of thine will grow. 

So ONLY can high juftice reſt appaid*. 


The ſame celeſtial teacher, ſpeaking of the divine 
law; * 4 its nature and deſign; that it demon- 
ſtrates, by ineſti 
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ſ- to be guilty of ſin, and obnoxious to wrath, diſplays. 
on likewile-the great remedy provided by the goſpel. 
41 . 

; 


e — Fiat wen they ſee 
n Law can diſcover fin, but not remove, 
/. | (Save by thoſe ſhadowy expiations weaks 


The blood of bulls and goats ), they may conclude, 
Some blood ut re precious muſt be paid for man; 
ft for unjuſt ; that, in ſuch righteouſneſs, 
them by faith imputed, they may find 
uſtification towards GOD, and peace 


conſcience *, 


SF as 


Heere then is the expreſs determination of our homi- 
. ſupported by the authority of our articles —eſta- 
' IM bliſhed by the concurrence of our liturgy—ſtill farther 


ratified by the unanimous atteſtation of ſeverd] celebrat- 
ed divines 5 whoſe lives were the brighteſt ornament to 
our church, and whoſe writings are the moſt unexcep- 
tionable interpretation of her meaning. —As a capita}, 
to crown and complete this grand column, ſupervenes 
the declaration of the ancient fathers; thoſe who flou-- 
riſked, and with the bigheſt renown, in the firſt - and 
pureſt ages of Chriſtianity.—So that, if great authori- 
ties carry any weight; if illuſtrious names challenge 
any regard; this tenet comes attended and dignified 
with very conſiderable credentials. 

Vet, 1 vill venture to athrm, that all theſe, conſi · 
derable as they appear, are the /zaf? of thoſe teſtimoni- 
als, which recommend. the doctrine to my Theron's ac-- 
ceptance, and which have gained it admittance into» 
the heart ß a 
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LETTER IV. 
.Asras10 to THERON. 


Dear TuERO, "PR 


HE family, in which I have the ſatisfaction to 
reſide, though remarkable for their genteel fi- 
gure and ample fortune, are ſtill more amiably diſtin- 
guiſhed by their benevolence, hoſpitality, and charity. — 
As they live at a diſtance from the market-town, the 
lady has converted one apartment of her houfe into a 
little diſpenſatory ; and ſtocked it with ſome of the moſt 
common, the moſt needed, and moſt ſalutary medi- 
eines. Which, in caſes of ordinary indiſpoſition, ſhe 
diltributes to her indigent neighbours, with ſingular 
compaſſion, and with no ſmall ſucceſs. This fine morn- 
ing, Emilia has ordered ſome ſkilfal hands into the 
fields, to cull their healing ſimples, and lay up a ma- 
gazine of health for the afflicted poor. Camillus is 
withdrawn, to receive his rents, and ſettle accounts 
with his tenants. a io WY SEAGCHLIIC 35 
Suppoſe, we act in concert with theſe valuable per- 
ſons. Suppoſe, we range the delightful fields of ſcrip- 
ture, and form a collection, not of ſalutiferous herbs, 
but of ineſtimable texts; ſuch as may be of ſovereign 
elſicacy, to aſuage the anguiſh of a guilty conſcience, 
and impart /aving health to the diſtempered ſoul.— Sup- 
poſe, we open the mines of divine infpiration, and en- 


rich ourſelves, not with the gold of Ophir, but with. 
the unſearchable treaſures of CHRIST; or with that 


perfect righteouſneſs of our REDEEMER, which is 
incomparably more precions than the revenues of a 
country, or the produce of Peru. | 

In pleading for imputed righteouſneſs, we have al- 
ready urged the authority of our eſtabliſhed church, 
and the ſuffrage of her moſt eminent divines.— The 
opinion of excellent writers, which has been the re- 


ſult of much learning, great attention, and earneſt 


Prayer, is nb contemptible evidence. Yet we mult al- 
| a * ways 
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it is ſo confonant to the p 


Let. 3 ASPASIO ro THE RON. 8 
ways reſerve the caſling voice, for thoſe infallible um+- 


pires, the prophets and apoſtles. VJ we receive, with a: 


deferential regard, the witneſs - of men; the witneſs of 
GOD is greater *,.and challenges the moit implicit 1ub- 
miſſion.— Which remark. naturally leads me to the in- 
tended ſubject of this epiſtle; or rather calls upon me 
to fulfil my late engagement, and ſhew— That the 
above-mentioned doctrine is copiouſly revealed through 
the whole proceſs of the ſcriptures. 

Let me ſelect a very ſigniſicant portion from the epiſ- 
tle to the Romans; which; though little inferior to a. 
deciſive proof, is preſented only as an introduction to- 
others. Nou the righteouſneſs of GOD without the law. 
is manifeſted, being auitneſſed by the law and the priphets ;: 
even the righteouſneſr of GD, which is by faith of FE- 


SUS. GHRIST unto ail, and upon all them that believe g. 


The righteouſneſs of GOD, lignities that righteouſneſs, 

which the incarnate. GOD wrought out in his own 

all-glorious perſon . It is Ryled the righteouſneſs of 
G00, by way of ſuperlative pre · eminence; in oppoſi- 
tion to any. righteouſneſs of our own, and in contra-- 
diſtinction to the righteouineſs of all creatures whate-- 
ver, —This righteouſneſs is without the laws Its efſica- 
cy has no dependence. on, its merit receives no addition 
from, any conformity of our practice to the divine law: 
being complete, abſolutely complete in itſelf, and alto- 

gether ſufficient to procure the reconciliat ion and accep- - 
tance. of ſinners. — This righteouſneſs is manifeſted f by; 


| * John v. 94 + Rom. iii. 22; 22. 
I This explication, or ſomething to the ſame purpoſe, has oc- 
turred already. But it is hoped, the candid reader will not con- 
demn the repetition; as a 4/agreeable or jejune tantology.,—Becaufe, . 
ee of our great apoitle, who repeats 
the term, reinculcates the doctrine, and hardly knows how to detiſt- 
from the favourite topic: like one, who was qyzite enamoured with - 
the ſubject; who found muſic ia the words; and whoſe happincis 
was bound up in the. bleſſing.— Becauſe, it is conformable to ano- 
ther, and a greater example. Ihe LORD IEIHIOVAII himtelr, 


within the compaſs ef -ove chapter, once and again, yea, a third 


and a fourth time, ſtyles this wonderful obedicace, My RiGuar t- 
QUSNEsSS. As though the GOD of infinite perfection gloried ig. 
it; thought himſelf moſt eminently magnificd by it; and was jea- 


lous to have all the honcur reſulting ſtom it, See Lai. Ii. 
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the goſpel; and made as clear, as an object which we 
behold with our own eyes. It was witnefed “ by the 
law and the prophets; and made as certain, as a fact 
which is atteſted by unqueſtionable evidence. To pro- 
duce this evidence; to examine its pertinency, and 
weigh its ſufficiency, is our preſent pleaſing buſineſs. 
We may begin with that gracions declaration, made 
to the firſt tranſgreſſors: The ſeed of the woman ſhall 
bruiſe the ſerpent's head ; ſhall deſtroy the works of the 
devil, and retrieve whatever was loſt by his malicious 
artifices}. How could this be effected, but by reſtor- 
ing that righteouſneſs, which, for a while, our firſt pa- 
rents poſſeſſed; which they onght always to have held 
faſt; but from which they ſo ſoon and ſo unhappily 
ſwerved ?—Take the poſition in the right ſenſe, and 
Chriſtianity is, if not entirely, yet very nearly as old as 


the creation. It was comprehended in this bleſſed pro- 


miſe, as the famina of the largeſt plants are contained 
a the ſubſtance of their reſpective leeds ; every ſubſe- 
quent revelation being no more than a gradual evolution 
af this grand evangelical principle, acting like the vege- 
tative powers of nature, which, in rearing an oak with 
all its ſpread of branches, only expand the tunicles, and 
fill up the veſſels of the acorn. 17 | 


The doqrine ſeems to have been typically taught, by | | 


the remarkable manner of clathing our firſt parents. — 
All they could do for their own recovery, was like the 
patched and beggarly mantle of fg-leaves. This they 
relinquiſh, and GOD himſelf furniſhes them with ap- 
parel ||]. Animals are ſlain, not for food but ſacripce; 
and the naked criminals are arrayed with the ſkins. of 
thoſe ſlaughtered beaſts. The victims figured the ex- 
piation of CHRIST's death; the clothing typified the 
imputation of his righteonſneſs.— In perfect conformity, 
perhaps with a reference, to the paſlage thus interpret- 
_ ed, the apoſtle juſt now expreſſed . himſelf; even the 
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„ Meglvgrwrn. | Gen. it. ß 


- $ In ſome ſuch ſenſe, I think, our firſt parents muſt underſtand 
the promiſe. Otherwiſe it could yield them n efefual relief, un- 
der the diſtreſſing ſenſe of their own miſery, and the diſmal appre- 


heakon of their poſterity's ruin. 
. Gen. iii, 21. 
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righbtecnſueſ of GOD, which is not only made over * 170 
all believers, as a rich portion; but put * por all, as 
à beautiful garment. Whereby alone their moral de- 
formity can be covered, and their everlaſting confuſion 
vented.Miitan, it is certain, ſpeaking of this me- 
morable tranſaction, conſiders it in the tame ſpiritual 
ſenſe: 5 2: 4. C e 


Mor V their outtward only with the ſkins | 
f beaſts, but inward nakedneſs r (much more N 
- Opprobrious {) with his robe of righteouſneſs 
Arraying, cover'd from his FAT HER's ſight. 

YER Sho ard: exo 


In thy ſeed, ſays the great JF HOVAH to his ſervane 
Abraham, ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed tf. 
That the ſeed here mentioned is CHRIST", the apo- 
ſtle || places beyond all doubt. Both tcripture and rea- 
ſon declare, that true b/efedneſs muſt neceſſarily in- 
clude—the pardon of fins, and the favour of GOD—< 
the ſanctification of our ſouls, and the inheritance of 
te eternal. None of which are to be acquired by any 
human performances; but all are to be ſought, and all 
may be found, in the root and offspring of Abraham, 
JESUS CHRIST. Who is therefore molt pertinently 
ſtyled, THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS ; 
The actual deſire of every enlightened nation; and the 
implicit\ deſire of all nations whatever. Becauſe all, 
without any exception, covet, what is to be derived on- 


Rom. iii. 21. EI Tw/le;, EN! Tila; T5 wirweila, 
2 #'An'allvfion to Gen. iii. 10, Where Adam coufeſles before 
JEHOVA H;''I beard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, be- 
cauſe I was daked. Which muſt denote, what Milton truly (ifles, 
an, inward nakedneſs, or the loſs of righteouſneſs. Since nothing 


external, no want of bodily ornament, could have expoſed our firtt 


parent to the wrath of GOD, or need have made bim afraid of it. 
WKY 2 00 GH IS 18. 000 TOE kane a 

I See St. Paul's comment upon this invaluable promiſe, Gal. iii. 
8, Kc. This commentator, | we all allow,” was gujded by the SPL 
RIT, and knew the mind of GOD: According to his exp6dfitivn 
of the text, it is pregnant with the doctrine ot juſtification by faith, 
and contains an abridgment of the goſpel. 
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ly from JESUS CHRIST the righteous, real happi- 


neſs. 


their teſtimony to this truth, by typical. perſons, em- 
blematical miracles, and figurative uſages. Indeed, the 
whole ceremonial. ſervice was a grand ſeries of types, 
repreſenting CHRIST and his everlaiting righteoui- 
neſs *. In all which, this was the unanimous though 
ſilent language; Hebold the LA of GOD, that tak- 
eth away the ſin of” the worid.— Theſe I ſhall not Ray to 
diſcuſs; becauſe proofs, more explicit and politive, wait 
for our confideration. Only I. would juſt make a tran-- 
fient obſervation, relating to one very remarkable con- 
ſtitution of the  Fewif ritual. | 
The high-prieſt had, on the front of his mitre, a 
plate of pure gold, engraven with that venerable mot- 
to T. Hortmess ro TE LORD. Which was always 
to be on his forehead, when he performed the folemn 


miniſtrations of the ſanctuary; and for this important 
might be accepted before the- 


yeaſon, that the people 
LORD jj. Did not this moſt clearly foreſhew the im- 
maculate holineſs of our great HIGH-PRIEST? And. 
with equal clearneſs imply, that ir holineſs ſhould pro- 
eure acceptance for all his followers ? | 
In the book of Job, we have ſeveral hints of this 
truth, and one paſſage very expreſs to our purpoſe. —- 
-Elihu deſcribes-an unconverted perſon, under the chaſ- 
tiſing hand of Providence, ho/e liſe, through the ex- 
tremity of his diſeaſe, draws: near to the graves and hit. 
Gul, through the multitude of his iniquities, is ready to 
come a prey to the deftroyers. In this deplorable con- 
dition, if there be preſent with him, the ME SENGER 
of the covenant of peace ; that great INVERPRETER || 
| Pa of 


; * Totrm Moſis minifterium ed comparatum eſt, ut ad Meſiam, il- 
17 75 Julitiam, five apprebendeudam, veluti manu ducat. WI Is. 


cel. 5 | . ee 
224 Exod. xxvili. 36, 37. Exod. xxvili. 38. | 
} See Job xxxiii. 22, &c.— CHRIST is called ue The an- 
gel of the divine preſence, Ifai. Ixiii 9. The meſſenger of the cove- 
nant, Mal. iii. 1.— le is alſo, in the moſt unlimited ſenſe of the 
phraſe, * The interpreter of the divine counſels: he, to whom 
b f the 


The patriarchal age, and the legal economy, bore: 


b 
. % 
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of the divine counſels, who, for his ſuper- excellent wiſ- 
dom, is juſtly e oP to be One among a thou- 
ſt among ten thouſand. If he, 
by his enli ——_ SPIRIT, vouchſafe to /hew unto 
the afflicted man his own perfect righteouſneſs ; that 
moſt meritorious wprighineſs, on which alone a ſinner 
may depend, both for temporal and eternal ſalvation : 
then the poor diſtreſſed creature, attentive to this in- 
ſtruction, and applying to this righteouſneſs, is made 
artaker of pardon. - GOD, the ſovereign LORD of 
iſe and death, is gracious unte him; and ſaith, in the 
greatneſs of his ſtrength, as well as in the multitude of 
2 mercies, Deliver him from going down into the pit of 
corruption, as a pledge of his deliverance from the pit 
of perdition. For, 7 have found a ranſom, ſufficient to 
ſatisfy my juſtice. I have received an atonement, in 
behalf of this once obnoxious, now reconciled tranſ- 
ſſor. 1 EF 23 * 
But why do I inſiſt upon one particular paragraph? 
It ſeems to be the main deſign of the awho/e book, to 
overthrow all pretenſions of any juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs in man. That the wretched ſinner, nay, that the 
greateſt ſaint, ſtript of every perſonal plea, may ſee no- 
thing to rely on, but the merits of a REDEEMER, 


This is the final iſſue oſ all thoſe warm debates, which 


paſs between the afflicted hero, and his cenſorious 
friends. This is the grand reſult of Elihu's calm rea- 
ſoning, and of GOD almighty's awful interrogatories. 
The apparent centre this “, in which all the lines termi- 
nate; juſtly therefore to be conſidered, as the principal 
ſcope ot the whole work. MY 


I muſt not omit an excellent obfarvaticn, which I 
find in ſome critical and explanatory notes , on the laſt 


the FATHER hath giveu the tongue of the learned, and by whom 
he make; knohn tbe otherwiſe unſearchable myſtcries of the got 

|.—Should any doubt remain, concerning the propriety of apply- 
ing this paſſage to our LORD JESUS CHRIST, the reader, 1 
hope, will give himſelf the pleaſure of peruſing the polite WrTs1- 
vs, Occon. Lib. IV. Cap. iti. $ xxxi. and Dr. GRAA's valuable 


does upon the place, iu his Liber Abi. 


ger Job Alii. 6. Ga | 1 By Dr. GRA. See 


n Sam. Xii. 3, &c. 


$I words 
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words of David. The judicious author proving; that 
this ſong relates to CHRIST; that it diſplays the dig - 
pity of our REDEEMER, under the character of the 
KING, and the JUST ONE; adds, as an explication 
of the laſt amiable and glorious title Our LORD 
« JESUS CHRIST is ſo called, not ſo much for 
having fulfilled all righteoutneſs in his own perſon, 


< and performed an unſinning obedience to the will of 
«< GOD, as becauſe, by his righteouſneſs imputed to, 


% us, we-alſo, upon the terms *® of the goſpel, are juſ- 
« tifted, or accounted righteous before GOD.” 
I | think we way evidently diſcern the fame vein of 


evangelical doctrine, running through many of the 


pſalms ie fall convert my ſoul; turn me, not only 
from fin and ignorance, but from every falſe confi- 
dence, and every deceitful refuge. beer me 
farth in paths of righteauſneſr; in thoſe paths of im- 
puted righteouſneſs, which are always adorned with the 
trees of holineſs; are always watered with the foun- 
tains of conſolation; and always terminate in everlaſt- 
ing reſt. — Some, perhaps, may atk, why I give this 
ſenſe of the paſſage? Why may it not ſignify the paths. 


Upon the terms of the geſdel— That is, freely; or, as the pro- 
phet ſpeaks, without money and without price. For nothing is requi - 
lite, in order to à participation of CHRIST and. his benefits, but a 
grant from GOD. This grant the goſpel exhibits, proclaims, and. 


tenders to all. All, without making any diſtinctiom, or ny re 


any qualification. That ſalvation may de, net of wort, but of 
94 point, which is ſo intimately connected with our com- 
and hope, the reader may ſee more fully ſtated in Dial. XV. 

+ Pal. xxiii. 3. I am ſenſible the word 2208 may ſignify to re- 
freſb or reftcre; may anſuer to the Greek phrate aut, an} de- 
_ nat; the comforts of the HQLY: GHOS'F.—'Fhis verb may alſo 
bear the ſame ſignification with the participle eise, as it is 
uſed by our LORD in his exhortation to Peter, when thou art con- 
verted. Not deſcribing the firſt grand revolution in Ihe heart; by 
which a new determination is given to the judgment, and a new bias 
to the aſſoctians. But expreſſing thoſe ſubſequent operations of the 
divine SPIRIT ; by whicty we are recovered from our various re- 
lapſes, and bealed of our daily infirmities. ” Aud I queſtion, whe- 
ther there is any inſtance of hack ſf:ding, in which we more fre- 
quently need thofe reſtoring aids, than in the caſe of adhering to 
our. REDEEMER's right®ouſucſs. So prone are we to forget dur 
reſtiug-place { So liable to fall from our ttedfaſtneſs in CHRIST !- 
ern of 
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of duty, and the way of our ca obedience?—Becauſe, 
ſuch effects are here mentioned, as never have reſulted, 
and never can reſult, from any duties of our own. 
Theſe, detached from our SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs, 
are not green paſtures, but a parched and blaſted heath: 
are not fill waters, but a troubled and diforderly* 
ſtream. Neither can theſe ſpeak peace, or adminiſter 
comfort, when we paſs through the valley and ſhadow 
of death. To yield theſe bleſſings is the exalted office 
of CHRIST, and the ſole prerogative of is obedi- 
ENCE. 1 | 
Admitting, that this obedience is of ſovereign ad- 
vantage, Goring the years of life, and in the hour of 
death; it may ſtill occur to the ſerious and mquiſitive 
mind, what will be our ſafeguard in the inviſible ſtate ? 
When the foul departs, and our place on earth knows 
us no more: when the body revives, and we ſhall ah 


* Blaſted, diforderly-—Let not theſe words grate on the ear; or, 
if they grate on rhe car, let them humble the heart. What were 
Job's duties? Zealons and exemplary ; prattiſed from his very 
youth ; and neither excelled, nor equalled by any perſon then on 
the earth. Yet theſe, in point of juſtification, were not a whit bet- 
ter than Aſpaſio repreſents. Let us hear the laſt words of this 
matchleſs ſaint, Jabber myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſves. From 
this confeſſion we learn, that, with all his furniture of erſonal obe- 
die nre, he had juſt enough tv be aſhamed, confounded, undone. 

After all; if the reader, diſſatisfied with Afſpaſio's interpretation, 
ſhould prefer the following expoſition, it is very much at his ſer- 
vice. The LORD, reconciled to a poor ſinner, by means of free 
juſtification, is become my ſhepherd. —Therefore, I ſhall not want, 
whatever is truly good, either for my body or my ſoul, in time 
or to eternity. He materb me, not to paſs through, but t He 
d to continue, abide, and reit 'in green faſtures; amidſt the 
promiſes, privileges, and bleſſings of the goſpel; than which no- 
thing can be more nourithing, aad nothing more delightful, to the 
ſpiritual man. e leadeth me forth, to activity and duty, by the i 
waters. With a ſenſe of my imereſt in CHRIST and his inex- 
hauſtible fulneſs, he refreſheth wy ſpirit, and animates me to obe- 
dience. When, the inſirmity of my fleth, I fall and con- 
wact guilt, be reftoreth my ſoul, He teacheth me to behold the 
bleeding Lamh of G00, and to ſee all my ſins laid upon my SA 
VIOUS. This renews my ſtrength, and re · inſpirits my drooping 
reſolutians.— Thus he: leadetb mc on; enables to perſevere and ad- 
vanc e, in the paths of rightequſneſs and true holineſs. Not for my 
merit, but far his own zame 5 jake; not to recompenſe any excel- 
leney in me, hut to-manifeſt the exceeding riches of his own grace. 


ſtand 
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ſtand before the judgment-ſeat : what will zhex avail 
us?—The ſame righteouſneſs of our divine LORD. 
This, if I miſtake not, is diſplayed in the very next 

ſalm, which begins with a ſolicitous inquiry; ſubjoins 
a ſatisfactory anſwer ; and cloſes with a moſt pertinent 
but rapturous apoſtrophe. —This is the inquiry; Wh» 
ſhall aſcend into the . the LRD? Or, who ſhall riſe 
up in bis holy place To which this is the anſwer ; Ever 
he that hath clean hands and a pure heart *. He ſhall re- 
ceive the bleſing f of remiſſion and reconciliation ; and 
righteouſneſs, as the cauſe of both, from the GOD of his 
ſalvation, Even that perfect righteouſneſs which is not 
acquired by man, but beſtowed by JEHOVAH : which 

is not performed by the ſaint, but received} by the ſinner: 
Which is the only ſolid baſis, to ſupport our hopes of 
happineſs ; and the only valid plea, for an admiſſion 
into the manſions of joy.—Then follows the apoſtrophe. 
The prophet foreſees the aſcenſion of CHRIST and of 
his ſaints. He ſees his LORD, marching at the head 
of the redeemed world, and conducting them unto the 
city of the living GOD. Suitably to ſuch a view, and 
in a moſt beautiful ſtrain of poetry, he addreſſes himſelf 
to the heavenly portals ; Liſt up your heads, O ye gates, 


and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting doors ; and the King of glo- 


Ii, with all the heirs of his grace and righteouſneſs, /hall 
make their triumphant entry; ſhall enter in, and go 
out no more, / | 


* Pa). xxiv. 4. Vo hath a pure heart? He only, whoſe hear! 
is ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, by the precious blood of 
CHRIST. Who hath clean hands? He only, who lives, and or- 
ders his whole converſation, by faith in the SON of GOD. Heb. x. 
22. Gal. ii. 20. | 3 

+ What the Pſalmiſt means, when he ſays, The Being, is ex- 

"plained by himſelf, Pſal. xxxii. x. Bleſſed is he, wheſe tran ſreſ- 
ſion is forgiven, whaſe ſin is covered. And it is well obſerved by a 
certain writer; ** Righteouſneſs being found only in JESUS 
CHRIST, the ſubſtitute for the guilty, to him alone the bleſſing 
has reſpect. The bleſſing reſts only on his righteouſneſs, and 
% follows it wherever it goes. To whomſoever it extends, the 
* bleſſing is alſo conveyed. | 


I The words of the apoſtle, e A 


run Jog Ts Nx 
vnn, are almoſt a literal tranſiation, are the very beſ explanation 
of the Plalmift's language, rt we» Rom. v. 17. Pſal. xxiv. 5. 


Having 
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Having ſhewn the powerful and extenſive influence 
of our REDEEMER's righteouſneſs ; its efficacy in 
this world to juſtify, in the other world to glorify ; well 
may the ſweet finger of Iſrael profeſs his ſupreme value 
ſor it, and entire dependence on it. / will go forth in 
the firength of the LORD GOD, and will make mention 
of thy righteouſneſs only *. As though he had faid, 1 
will have recourſe to no other righteouſneſs for the con- 
ſolation of my ſoul. I will plead no other righteouſneſs 
for the recommendation of my perſon. I will fly to no 
other righteouſneſs for my final acceptance, and endleſs 
felicity. This is that raiment of needle-wvork, and clothing 
of wrought gold t, in which me church, the queen-con- 
ſort, is preſented to her immortal bridegroom ; with 
which the enters the everlaſting habitations, to be“ for 
« ever with the LORD.” — This is that garment fr 

lery and for beauty g, which clothed our great HIGH. 
PRIEST, and, deſcending to his very he , clothes 
and adorns the loweſt members of his myſtical body. 


Recollecting all the foregoing particulars, juſtly ang 


on the moſt rational ground, does our royal author de- 
clare, -Blefed are the people, that know the. joyful ſound : 
they ſhall walk, O LORD, in the light of thy countenance. 
In thy name ſhall they rejoice all the day; and in thy righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall they be exalted $.— They are truly bleſſed, 
they alone are happy, who. &12w the joyful ſound of the 
goſpel ; not only receive it with their ears, but admit 
it into their very hearts, ſo as to partake of the ſacred 
peace, and ſpiritual liberty, which it proclaims.— They 
ſhall wall in the light ef thy countenance ; they ſhall en- 
joy ſuch communications of thy grace, and ſuch mani- 
feſtations of thy love, as will conſtitute the ſerenity and 
ſunſhine of their ſouls.—In thy name, O LORD NE. 
SUS CHRIST, in thy matchleis perſon, and thy infi- 


4-Pfal. unk 16. There is in the Hebrew original, and in the 
new -tranflation, à very emphatical repetition, which adds weight 
to the ſentiment, and demands 2 peculiar attention from the reader: 
Thy righteouſaeſs, even thine only. 
11 P fal. slv. 13. . 
1 Exod. Xxviii. 33. Notabat, fays Wirsrus upon the pla 
illud pallium Juſtitic, que indutns eft, et Sus indm! ER * 

RS $3. * - $ Pal. Ixxxix, 15, 16. 


. 
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nite merits, ſhall they rejoice + : and not occaſionally, * 


but habitually ; not barely at ſome diſtinguiſhed inter- 
vals, but all the day. Their joy ſhall be as laſting, as 
it is ſubſtantial.— Though abaſed, though confounded 
in themſelves, in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be exalted; 
now exalted to a ſtate of holy friendſhip, and delighttu] 
communion with GOD, and exalted, when time ſhall 


be no more, to a ſtate of celeſtial glory, and eternal 


bliſs, 

How thoroughly evangelical is this ſeraphic writer 
He has joy, he has blefledneſs, and he looks for ever. 
laſting exaltation ; yet not from his faith, his repent- 
ance, and his: own ſincere obedience. According to 
this, which is the modern ſcheme, faith, inſtead ot re- 
ceiving, would ſupplant the LORD JESUS; repent- 
ance, inſtead ot being the gift of CHRIST, would be- 
come his rival; and ſincere obedicnce, which is for the 
praiſe and glory of GOD, wauld ec/ip/e and impoueri/h 
his grace. But David adopts no ſuch ſentiments, Da- 
vid maintains no ſuch doctrine. This is the invariable 


\ 
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Limguage of his heart; this the burden of his ſong ; A 


e fprings of hope, of truſt, and conſolation, O thou 
*dored IMMANUEL, are in thee *. © ar 


2 


This ſenſe is the leſs precarious, I had almoſt ſaid 
the more certain, as it exactly correſponds with the ana- 


+ Some readers perhaps may think this interpretation of the word 
rightecufneſs not ſtrictly proper, and the proof, which Aſpaſio draws 
from! ſuch paſſages of ſcripture, not ſufficiently concluſve.— For 
their ſatisfattion and my own, I would aſk, What other interpreta- 
tion, conſiſtent with the tenour of the goſpel, can be put upon the 
word ? Can it mean 'GOD's juſtice, which giveth to all according 
to their deſerts ? In this view, David could have little cauſe to re- 
joice in it, but aburdant reaſon to be terrified at it. Does it ſignity 
GOD's faithfulneß in performing his promiſes ? What are all his 
promiſes, but expreſſion of good-will id CHRIST, founded on 
the merits and righteouſneſs of CHRIST, or, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 
rea and amen, both made and confirmed, is CHRIST JESUS? 
Does it denote the mercy and benignity of GOD, juſtifying, regene- 
rating, ſaving ſinners? This ſenſe, and indeed every comfortable 
ſenſe, either immediately refers to, or ultimately terminates in, 
CHRIST ard his grace; CHRIST and his righteouſneſs: for, ia 
every thing conſolatory, CHRIST is ALL. And, if this be true, 
Aſpaßo's doctrine cannot be falſe, nor his expoligiun wrong. 

Pal Iaxxvii. 7. | 
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logy of faith, and coincides with the expreſs declara- 
tions of other ſcriptures. —Iſaab is ſtyled the evangeli/? 
of the Jewith church; becauſe, more frequently. than 
any of the prophets, he celebrates, and more copiouſly 
explains, this and other peculiarities of the goſpel. —In 
the very firſt chapter, he preaches theſe glad tidings: 
Sion fſhull be redeemed with jadgment, and her converts 
with riphteouſneſr. Sion, the goſpel- church, compoſed 
of fallen creatures, ſometime diſobedient to their GOD, 
and enſlaved to Satan, thall be redeemed. Redeemed, 
not with corruptible things, ſilver and gold, but by ſe- 
vere judgments executed on their glorious HEAD, and 
gracious REPRESENTATIVE : and not by theſe 
only, but by righteou/nefs alſo z by the perfect and molt 
meritorious obedience of the ſame divinely excellent 
PERSON *;7' "fr / $27.5 

Our ſacred author bears his teſtimony with warmer 
zeal, and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in his in- 
comparable diſcourſes: Surely, /hall aue ſay, (or, as it 
may be rendered, only) in th? LORD have I righteguf- 
nefs and” ſtrength f. * Pleaſe to obſerve, Theron: It is 


* Hauc redemptionemt docet SPIN HUS SANCTUS babere nof id“ 
e et ſanguiue JESU CHRISTI. Ifai. i. 27. VIT&INGS in 
bo. 


T Ifai. xlv. 24. In the LORD have I righteouſneſs and ſirength, 
T thiak, we have clouded the beauty, and weakened the energy of 
this clauſe, by detachiog it from the preceding ſeatenge. "This clauſe 
ſhould make a part of IMMANUEL's Secs. ſpeech, It preſcribes 
the form of that religious ſwearing, of of that Jlemn conſeſſiun, which 
is required from every human creature, who defires to inherit falvs» 

Let us read. it in this connection, and we {hall have the moſh 
unportant doclrine, that ever was dclivercd, expreſſed in the mol 
forcible manuet, that can be conceived. 1 

have fworn by myſelf, and all my immortal perfeftions, The 

wird is gone out of my mouth in truth, in wiſdom, end conſummate 


79 and mall z«t return, either to be repealed, or to be altered. 


ho can hear ſuch an cxordium from ſuch a ſpeaker, and not be 
awed into the deepeſt reverence? LORD, we: are all attention. 
What thou pronouneeſt, with. ſuch- unparalleled. ſolemnity, we 
would receive into our very hearts. It ſhpll be the ruling prineiple 
of our faith .and-life,<1s ſuch our reſolution ? This thea is the de- 
eree, this the oath of JEHOVAH; To ME every knee. ſhall bow; 
to ME every tongue ſpall ſwear, (wx) ſaying, SURELY IN THE 
LORD HAVE I RIGHTEOUSNESS AND STRENG TH.m- 
Falk ue of confeſſion of faith? Here we have a confeſſion of faith, 

daun vp by Omniſcicuce, and enjoined by Omnipotence. 
| F 2 not 


* 


* 
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not ſaid, in my own works, in my own repentance, no, 
nor in my own faith, but in the LORD, in the incar- 
nate JEHOVAH, have I righteouſneſs ;—righteouſ- 
neſs for juſtification, and ſtrength ſor ſanctification; an 
imputed righteouſneſs, to procure my acceptance; an 
imparted ſtrength, to produce my holineſs ; the firſt, 
conſtituting my title to the everlaiting inheritance ; the 
latt, forming my perſonal preparation for its enjoy- 
ment. Sure, which expreſſes a firm perfuafion, and 
an unſhaken affinnce. 6505 which denotes an utter 
renunciation of all other confidence, and excludes eve- 
ry other ground of hope.—Rjzhternfſneſſer* the origi- 
nal is in the plural number; which ſeems to be uſed, 
not without an important deſign; to enlarge the ſigni- 
fication of the word, and make it correſpond with the 
richneſs of the bleſſing: ſo that it may imply the ful. 
neſs and ſupereminent excellency of this gift of grace, 
as comprehending whatever r, either of ſuffering or of 
obedience, is requiſite to the juſlification of finners. 
Therefore the prophet adds, In the LORD, Hall all 
the feed of Ifracl be juſtified, ard ſhall glory F. Moſt im- 
portant and moſt precious text! Every expreſſion is big 
with truth, and bright with grace.— All the ſeed ; inti- 
mating, that the way of ſalvation, in every age of the 
world, and to all the people of GOD, is invarrable and 
one. What is this invariable way? It is to be pardon- 
ed, and dciivered from wrath ; to be approved, and 
admitted into favour ; or, as the inſpired penman ex- 
preſſes it, to be ju/{ified.—How is this effected? Not by 
our upright aims, not by our ſincere endeavours, but 
by having a real and proper righteouſneſs. Where is 
this to be had? Not in ourſelves ; not in any accom- 
pliſhments, or any performances of our on; but 73 


the LORD REDEEMER, and his confummately righ- 
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2p Parallel to which, both in conſſruction and ſignification, 
is the phraſe uſed by St. John, Auzaiwuala, Rev. xix 8. The fine 
linen is the righteouſneſs (properly the righteouſneſſes) of the ſaints. 
I Full dicere propbeta, in FEHOV AH oe 1D rrRoPTER QUOD 
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peceator reſipiſcens et credens, a peccatis abſolvi, et jure ad benedic- f 
tionem ecleſtem donari queat ac debeat: ge illud FEHOV ZZ pro- 
prium, ab i pſo querendum ; quod extra ipſum uon invenitur. ViTs 18G, | 
1 Tai. xlv, 25. 


teous 


Let. 4 ASPASIO ro TH ERON. 65 


teous nature, affections, actions. — Are theſe ſufficient | 
for the purpoſe ? So ſufficient, that we may not only 
confide, but g/ory in them. They afford cauſe, not on- 
ly for the ſtedfaſtneſs of reliance, but for the elevations 
of triumph. Cleaving to theſe, we may look lin and 
Satan, look death and hell in the face, and ſay with a 
noble deftance, Who ſpall condemn us ? | 
What he had juſt now aſſerted, be exemplifies in bis 
own, and in the perſon of every true believer: I wilt 
greatly rejoice in the LORD, my foul ſhall be joyful in my 
GOD; for he hath clothed me with the garments. of ſalu a- 
tion, he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs *. 
l, True believers are compared, in one of our facred ec- 
logugs, to a company of borfes in Pharaoh's chariot f: to 
horſes, than which no animal is more ſtately and grace- 


« ful; to Egyptian horſes, which were the beſt and com- 
, pleteſt then in the world; to thoſe in Pharaoh's cha- 
f riot, which doubtleſs were a choice ſet, ſelected from 

thouſands, and fineſt, where all were fine. Here, me- 
1 thinks, I ſee the compariſon realized. Chriſtians, en- 
5 dowed with ſuch a ſpirit, as breathes in this animated 
5 text, are like a collection of gallant and majeſtic ſteeds; 
p not deſtined to low drudgery, but appointed to run in 
K the royal chariot ; all lite, full of fire, champing the 
1 bit, and eager, for the chace. Nothing can more beau- 
\ tifully deſcribe a ſtate of exultation and ardour, than 
1 the preceding ſimilitude, or the following words avi!/ 
8 refoice I will greatly rejoice ; my very foul, and all that 


is within me, hall be joyful in my GOD. Wherefore ? 
Becauſe he has clothed me, undone finner as I am, with 
the garments of ſalvation ; becauſe he hath covered me, de- 
ſective as all my ſervices are, with the robe of righteouſ- 
ne/r} a robe, which hides every corruption, and co- 
vers every fin ; ſo that neither ſtain nor deformity ap- 
pear in my character; a robe, which adorns and dig- 
nifies my ſoul, renders it fair as the moon, clear as the 


1914540 Ii ld. 20. + Capt. i. 9. 
. — peccatorem nudum tegit cor g. ef? anti Hm et pre- 
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nioſa juititia foe obedientia CHRISTI F oc veſte DEUS po- 
pulum ſuum induit, tam quod eam credentibus x gratis imputat; tum 
quod eos fide donat, per quam eandem ad ſe applicant, VI TEIX G. 
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fun *, and meet for the inheritance of ſaints in light, WF 
Having repreſented this righteouſneſs in a variety ot | 
grand and charming views —tbe prophet farther cha- | 
racterizes it, as the unalterable and never-failing origin | 
of our juſtification and happineſs. This he difplays by 
a train of images, bold and ſublime to the laſt degree : 
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look. upon the earth 
beneath : for the heavens ſhall vaniſh away lite ſmoke, and 
the earth ſhall wax old like a garment ; but my ſalvation 
ſhall be for ever, and my righteouſn:ſs ſhall not be aboliſh- 
ed +.—Obſerve the vaſt dimenſions, and the firm foun- 
dations, both of the upper and the lower world. Flow 
ſtrong, how ſteadfaſt, they all appear! Yet theſe, indiſ- 
ſoluble as they may ſeem, ſhall periſh. This majeſtic 
glabe, on which ſummers ſhine, and 'flowery proſpects 
ſmile, ſhall loſe its beautiful gloſs, and ſoon be laid 
aſide, like a decayed uſeleſs garment. Even that more 
majeſtic concave, in which ſtars glitter, and comets 
glow, ſhall be deprived of its very ſuperior ſplendour, 
and vaniſh away like the unſubſtantial diſſolving ſinoke. 
— Whereas my ſalvation, together with the ineſtimable 
bleſſings comprehended in it, ſhall ſubſiſt, ſhalt flourith 
for ever; and my righteouſneſs, which is the meritorious 
* cauſe of all, Hall not be absli/hed, but remain an im- 
moveable baſis, and an inviolable ſanctuary, for the re- 
poſe and ſafety of ſinners.— In ſhort, whether there be 
moral virtues, they ſhall be found wanting; whether 
there be Chriſtian graces, they ſhall prove ineffectual; 
but my conformity to the law, and my obedience unto 
death, neither need addition, nor admit of alteration. 
They are all. ſuſſicient in their merit, and in their agen- 
cy everlaſling. 515 | | 
When day ariſes on our benighted hemiſphere, it 
breaks and ſpreads by a gradual increaſe ; forming firit 
the grey twilight, next the bluthing morn, then the 
fhining light, till all is heightened into the blaze and 
low of noon.— When ſpring reviſits our wintry clime, 
ihe alſo advances by gentle degrees; firſt, fwells the 
bud, and protrudes the gem; then expands the leaf, 
and unfolds the bloſſom. The face of things is conti- 
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nually changing for the better, till at length all the 
eountry is covered with bloom and verdure.— This lei- 
ſurely proceſs renders the ſrong effulgence of the celeſ- 
tial orb more ſupportable, and the /-vely expanſions of 
the vegetable creation more obſervable. 
. So progrellive and increating are the diſplays of-JE- 
. SUS CHRIST, exhibited in the ſcriptures; whoſe ap- 
pearance is unipeakably more delightful to the foul, than 
the emanations of orient light are to the eye, or the en- 
tertainments of the vernal ſeaſon to our other ſenſes, —- 
The gloom of fallen Adam was alleviated by a ray 
from this SUN or RIGHTEOUSNESS.—Abraham 
and the patriarchs ſaw atar off the bleſſed JESUS, as 
the morning ſpread upon the mountains *.—'The Plalmift 
and the prophets beheld his nearer approaches, like the 
ſan upon the point of riſing. To the apoſtles and evan- 
liſts he aroſe in perfect luſtre, and complete beauty. 
The grace and the privileges, which dawned under 
other diſpenſations, are brought even to meridian /ight 
by the goſpel. —This I mention, juſt to intimate, what 
you may expect from a following letter. | 
In the mean time, let us attend to the prophet Da- 
niel. He records a meſſage from heaven, which is 
more clearly deſeriptive of this great evangelical bleſ- 
ſing, than all the foregoing texts. — He had been under 
much diſtreſs, and in great perplexity ; afflicted for his 
own, and his countrymen's ſms ; anxious for the welfare 
of the choſen nation, and the proſperity of true reli- 
gion 5 when an angel was diſpatched to the holy 
mourner with this moſt cheering news, which, recei- 
ved by faith, is the richeſt balm to a wounded con- 
ſcience, and the only remedy for a guilty world: Seven- 
ty week; are determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy 
city; to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, and make an end of ſin; to 
male reconciliation for iniquity; and to bring in everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs f. — This prophecy, without all contra- 
diction, relates to the MESSIAH. It foretels, that, 
in the fulneſs of time, he ſhould fni/h the tranſgreſſion t ; 
reſtrain and ſuppreſs the power of corruptzon, by puri- 
fying to himſelf a peculiar people: — ſhould make an end 


Joel ul, 2. F Dan. ix. 4. 4. 
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n , by ſealing up or ſecreting its guilt, and totally 
aboliſhing its condemning power :—ſhould make recor- 
ciliation for iniquity, by ſuſtaiuing the vengeance due to 
finners, and fully ſatisfying the divine juſtice for all 
their offences. vs 

But, as to ſuffer puniſhment is one thing, and to 
obey the precept is another; as pardon of {ſn does by no 
means complete the privilege of juſtification it is add- 
ed, that the MESSIAH ſhould alſo bring in an eder- 
laſting righteouſneſs —A righteouſneſs, or an adequate and 
perfect conformity to all the dictates of the law; which 
conſiſts in an habitual holineſs of nature, and an actual 
obedience of life—This he ſhould not barely publiſh, 
but accompliſh and bring in *: that. it may be preſented 
both to GOD and man; to GOD for the reparation 
of his violated law; to man for the juſtification of his 
obnoxious perſon—That this righteouſneſs ſhould be 
everlaſting ; not ſuch as may be compared to the morn- 
ing cloud, which ſoon paſſeth away, or to the early 
dew, which is ſoon dried up, but ſuch as will out- laſt 
the hills, on which the latter ſhines, and out-laſt the 
ſkies, through which the former ſails; A righteouſneſs, 
whoſe merits extend to every period, and every action 
of our lives, and, when once made ours by imputation, 
remains and will remain our unalienable property.—To 
this all the faints, who, in ancient generations, pleaſed 
GOD, owe their acceptance ; on this, all the children 
of men, who in future ages hope for his favour, mult 
rely; by this the whole aſſembly of the bleſſed, will be 
invariably.and eternally precious in his ſight, —Exalted 
character! Can it be applicable to any thing leſs, than 
the righteouſneſs of the incarnate GOD ? Surely, none 
can imagine, that Daniel would ſpeak in ſuch a mag- 
nificent Krain of any human righteouſneſs, ſince in this 
very chapter he profeſſedly depreciates himſelf, his fel- 
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warb think, muſt ſignify more than to publiſh or preach. Had 
this been all that the angel was commiſſioned to declare, ab or 
h would probably have been uſed.— The werd implies ſuch 
4 bringing in, (the original is the ſame), as when Abel brought his 
ſacrifice to the altar for the divine acceptance, and Eſau brought his 
veniſon into the chamber for his father's uſe. Gen. iv. 4. xxvii. 31. 
| | low 
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low-ſaints, and all human performances whatever *. 
I forgot in the proper place to conſult the prophet 
remiah. Let us now refer ourſelves to his determina- 
tion. Celebrating the SAVIOUR of Judah and If- 
rael, he ſays, This is his name, whereby he ſhall be called, 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS: A deter- 
mination, ſo clear and ſatisſuctory, as not to leave, one 
would almoſt eonelude, any room for appeal. Should 
the ſenſe of the paſſage be queſtioned, I think, there 
cannot be a more authentic explication, than the pre- 
ceding extracts from Iſaiah and Daniel. Having the 
unanimous atteſtation of two inſpired penmen, we may 
venture to ahide by ſuch authority, even in oppoſition 
to ſome reſpectable names. — In the verſe immediate! 
foregoing, the cential holineſs of the REDEEME 
is dilplayed, under the character of the RIGHTEOUS 
BRANCH. —The ſanctity, which he will part to his 
ſubjects, is intimated by his executing judgment and ju- 
lice in the rarth.—In the clauſe we have quoted, his 
tmputed righteouſneſs is foretold and promiſed.— Thus, 
the ſeveral ſentences are diſtinct; the deſcription of the 
SAVIOUR is complete; and he appears perfectly ſuit- * 
ed to the exigencies of a wretched world; a world, in 
its worſt eſtate enſlaved to Satan, and in its beſt falling 
ſhort of the glory of GOD. — This, therefore, I take 
to be the grand and extenſive meaning of the prophet; 
not barely the righteous LORD ; not barely the LORD 
who infuſes righteouſneſs into ſiuful fouls ; but the in- 
carnate JEHOVAH +, whoſe mediatorial righteouſneſs 
is, by an act of gracious imputation, our -to all the 
mtents of juſtification and 1alvation, ours—as much 


20 LORD, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us confuſion 
df facts, ver. 7. 


+ Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. In theſe golden, infinitely better than golden 
veries, are characterized the divine and the human natures of 
CHRIST, together with his mediatorial office: The di viue nature, 
in that he enjoys the honours of the GOD HEAD, and potlletics 
the incommunicable name EHOVAH:— The buman na ure, in 
that he was to be rui/ed up unio David, and ſpring as a branch from 
his root ;—The mediatorial office, in that he is the rizbteoufueſs of 
his people, and the ſa/vution of Lnners, 


ours 
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ours for theſe bleſſed purpoſes, as if we had wrought it 
out, each in his own perſon TP. 

Foreſeeing and contemplaring theſe bleflings, the en- 
raptured Zechariah cries out, Rejoice greatly, O daugh- 
ter of Sion; ſhout, O daughter of  Feruſalem :* behold, thy 
king cometh unto thee: He is juſt, and having ſalvation, 
lowly, and riding upon an aſi, and upon a colt the foal of 
an 72 t.—He addreſſes himſelf to Sion and Jerufalem, 
to the eccleſiaſtical and civil community. People of all 
ranks and of every character, are exhorted to repoice ; 
to rejoice greatly; nay, to expreſs the joy of their 
heart by loud 4allelyjahi, and triumphant exclama- 
tions. What is the cauſe of this general delight? 
What can fill both church and ſtate with ſuch high ſa- 
tisfaction? Thy king cometh unto tlee; even that glorious 
KING, who rules in heaven, and rules in the heart; 
whoſe ſervice is freedom, and whoſe laws are love. He 
comes, to be made fleth, and to dwell in thy nature.— 
He is juft; divinely righteous in his perſon 3 conſum- 
mately righteous in his life; and fulfils all righteouſneſs 
in thy ſtead, —#Having ſalvation 5 not ſetting thee to 
procure it, but procuring it for thee; bringing with 
him a great, a complete, an eternal ſalvation, fully pre- 
pared, in all points finiſhed, and tree for thy accept- 
ance.— That none may be diſcouraged, and none de- 
terred, from applying to this PRINCE of peace, he is, 
amidit all the honours of his ſovereignty, /2w/y; does 
not abhor the baleſt, will not deſpiſe the meaneſt: to 
the poor and worthleſs his goſpel is preached'; for the 
guilty and abominable his benefits are intended. As 
an emblem, as a proof, of this moſt amiable and con- 
deſcending goodneſs, He will ride; not like the con- 
querors of the nations, in a ſplendid triumphal cha- 
riot, or on a richly capariſoned ſteed, but upon the 
molt mean and deſpicable of all animals, a a7 ; nay, 


+ WiTsrvs, ſpeaking of the mediatorial-righteoufſneſs, has write 
ten in Latin what Aſpalto,cxpreſſes in Engliſh: Per illam obedien- 
tiam lola mull i tudo * ad ipſum pertinent, juſt i conſtituun- 
tur; id ef, cenſentur jus habere ad eternam vitam, non minus quam ff 
gualibet ecrum in propria pet ſana illam obedientiam praſtitiſſet. Lib. II. 
cap. 5. . * * 5 
| p þ Zech. ix. 9. 2 e. | 
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what is ſtill more deſpicable, on 4 rude undiſciplined 
colt, the wayward foal of an aſs *. 


And now ſince my Theron confeſſes himſelf to be 


* Becauſe ſome profane ſcoffers have preſumed to ridicule this very 


remarkable incident of our LORD's life, ſome interpreters of note 


have endeavoured to reſcue it from their abuſive attempts, by ob- 
ſerving—* That the eaſtern aſſes are much larger and more graceful 
„ than ours; that patriarchs and judges thought it no diſgrace to 
« ride upon them,” 

This obſervation has, I fear, more of falſe delicacy, than of real 
truth, or Chriſtian ſimplicity. In the patriarchal ages, I acknow- 
ledge, perſons of high diſtinction thought it no diſhonour to appear 
on this animal. But I very much queſtion, whether the ſame fa- 
ſhion ſubliſted, or the ſame way of thinkiog prevailed, in the reign 
of Tiberius Cæſar. The apoſtle mentions, not aſſes, but horſes, as 
the uſual means of conveyance. See Jam, iii. 3.— Nay, I am ſtrong- 
ly inclined to ſuſpect, that the plain primitive cuſtom was ſuperſed- 
ed even in the days of Zechariah: for long before this time, I find, 
that Solomon had four thou ſund ſtalls of horſes for his chariots, and 
twelve thiuſand hurſe men, and that horſes were brought ts him out of 
Ezypi, aud divers other countries, 1 Kings iv. 26. x. 28, 29. From 
this period, it is probable, none but the poor and inferior ſort of 
people rode upon aſſes.— When Ifaiah propheſied, the land was full 

borſes, Ital. it. 9. Under the Perſian monarchy, when Zechariah 

ourithed, horſes were in ſtil! greater repute, Well therefore might 
the prophet ſay, with wonder and delight 7, and, as a demon- 
ſtration. thereof, riding upon an af , Whereas, if the proceſſion had 
been performed on a graceful animal, and in a reſpectable manner, 
how was this an evidence of our REDEEMER's lowlinefs ? 

They, who would dignify this action any otherwiſe than from 
its greatly-to-be-admired abaſement, ſeem to haye forgotten the ſta» 
ble, the manger, and the croſs.— They, who would ennoble this 
animal from any conlideration whatever, ſeem to miſtake entirely 
the deſign of the prophet. He intends to exhibit a picture, where 
magnificence and humiliation ,,mect in their extremes. A king, 
clothed with righteouſneſs, and diſpenſing falvation ; yet deſpiſed 
and xt jected by the wiſe, tre mighty, the proud; ſupremely ma- 
jeſtic und defirable' to the eye of faith; yet having no form nor 
comelineſs in the eye of ſenſe 7 higher, far higher than the heavens; 
18 offering himſelf and his benefits to the vulgar, the ſordid, the 
vile. 


Was it a mean attitude? Erxceedingly mean? Mean even to con- 
tempt 2 I make no ſcruple to grant it: nay, I make my boaſt of it! 
It is for-the- hondour of my LORD's condeſeenſion; it is for the ut» 
ter-confufion of all worldly pomp and grandeur; and it is for the 
unſpeakable comfort of my linfol ſoul.—Moſt charming humility ! 
Moſt endearing gentleneſs! HE, ' who rideth upon the heavens as it 
were updn an horſe, and maketh the clouds his chariot, to atone for my 
pride, and to encourage my hope, diſdained not in the days of his 


miſerable, 


fleſh to ride upon an als, 


* 
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miſerable, and poor, RA nabed + ſince the. eyes of his 
underſtanding are enlightened, to ſee the impurity of 
his heart, and the imperfection of his righteouſneſs — 
what advice, cheering and falutary, ſhall I ſuggeſt ? 
O! let him liſten to an ADVISER, . infinitely more 
able and compaſſionate.” Eiſten' to HIM, who is the 
ANCIENT or DAYS, and the WISDOM or GOD; 
{ counſel thee, ſays the bleſſed JESUS, to buy of me gold 
tried in tte fire, that thou mayeſt be rich, and white rai- 
ment, that thou -mayeft be clothed *.—Gold! What can 
this denote, but all thoſe ſpiritual treaſures, which are 
hid in CHRIST? which are in meaſure unſearchable ; 
in value ineſtimable ; in duration eternal. ite rai- 
ment! Burely this mult ſignify the righteouſneſs of our 
REDEEMER ; which is al purity, and all perfection; 
which clothes the ſoul, as a molt ſuitable and commo- 
dious garment arrays che body; which will preſent the 
believer; void of ſhame, and free from blemiſh; wil! 
preſent him, with confidence and honour, before the 
_throne of the MAJESTY. in the heavens. 

This, to uſe the delicate language, and amiable ima- 

s-of Iſaiah—T his doctrine, embraced by a realizing 

Fach, it the only pillow of reſt, wherewith ye may can we 
the weary and heavy-laden ſoul ta find repoſe 5. and ! 
7s the-ſovereign cordial, prepared by inßnite mercy, for 


the refreſbient of anxious and deſponding tranſgreſſors. 


O! let us not be in the number of thoſe proud and re- 
fractory creatures, who, though /e infinitely needed, 
yet would not Lear thę gracigus news, nor receive the 
unſpeakable bene t. In chis reſpect, and in this moſt 
eminently, is that other faying of the ſame ſublime 
teacher, true; The LORD. of belt ſhall be for à croaun 
of glery, and for. a diadem of beauty. te the refidue-of his 


people. Shall we tear ſrom our temples, or reject with 


Adi, this unfading and heavenly ornament; in or- 
der to ſübſtitute a 2 and tawdry chaplet of our 
own? 8 Dr & a"; 
Let me add a pertinent paſſage from one of our ce- 
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ſenſe, will be incomparably more fo, according to our 
manner of application. 


Fe - It were contemning, 
With impious ſelf-ſufficient arrogance, 
This. bounty of our GOD, not to accept, 
With ev'ry mark of honour, fuch a gift. 


I might eed to urge this expoſtulation of the po- 
et, a? might eaſily 9 multiplied my 3 
from holy writ. But, ſtudious of brevity, I reſi 
both, without farther enlargement, to your own — 1 
tation. Vet, more ſtudious of my friend's happineſs, 
cannot conclude without wiſhing him an intereſt, a 
clear and eſtabliſhed intereſt, in this everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST. For ſo, and ſo only, can he 
have everlaſting conſolation and goad hope through grace — 
I am, my dear Theron, | 


Inviolably Yours, 
Agras10. 


— 


P. S. Oppoſite to the room in which I write, is a moſt 
proſpect of the gardens and the fields. Theſe, 
covered with herbage, and loaded with corn: thoſe, 
adorned with flowers, and abounding with eſculents. 
All appearing with ſo florid and fo beautiful an aſ- 
pe, that they really ſeem, in conformity to the 
plalmift's deſcription, even to laugh and fing. Let me 
juſt obſerve, that all theſe fine ſcenes, all theſe rich 
productions fprung—from what? From the difolution 
of the reſpective ſeeds. The ſeeds planted by the 
ener, and the grain ſowed by the huſbandman, 
periſhed in the ground, and then the copious in- 
creaſe aroſe. 
Much after the ſame manner, a true faith in 
CHRIST and his righteouſneſs ariſes—from what? 
From the ruin: of ſelf-ſufficiency, and the death of 
—— excelleney. Let me therefore intreat my 
eron, ſtill to take the diary for his counſellor; 
ſtill to keep an eye on the depravity of his nature, 
Vor. II. 8 and 


- 
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and the miſcarriages of his life. The more clearly 
we ſee, the more deeply we feel our guilt and miic- 
ry, the more highly ſhall we value the obedience ot 
our bleſſed SURETY.—In ſuch a heart, faith will 
flouriſh as a roſe, and lift up its head like a cedar in 
Lebanon. To ſuch a ſoul, the great REDEEMER'; 
righteoutnels, will be welcome, as waters to the thir- 
ſty ſoil, or as rivers in the ſandy deſert. 


— — _ 
11111. 


LETTER V. 
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„ 4 
Dear Tükkox, 


FIVE me leave to relate an uncommon accident, 

which happened a little while ago, in this neigh- 
bourhood; and of which I myſelf was a ſpetator— 
The day was the Sabbath; the place appropriated to 
divine worſhip, was the ſcene of this remarkable affair; 
and the inſtant of its taking. place, was the beginning 
of the ſermon.  - When the ambaſſador of CHRIST, 


riſen with a venerable aſpect, and addreſſing his audi- 


ence with becoming gravity, drew attention “ {till as 


night, or ſummer's noon-tide air.“ | 


At this interval of deep compoſure, a boy came run- 
ning into the church, breathleſs and trembling. He 
told, but in a low voice, thoſe who ſtood near, that a 


preis- gang was advancing, to beſiege the doors, and 


arreſt: the ſailors.— An alarm was immediately taken. 


The ſeamen, with much hurry, and no ſmall anxiety, 
began to ſhift for themſelves. The reſt. of the congre- 


gation, perceiving an unuſal ſtir, , were ſtruck with ſur- 
priſe.—A. whiſper of inquiry ran from. ſeat to ſeat; 


The teader, it is hoped, will excuſe whateyer may appear lav. 


or ſavou of the plebeian, in any of theſe circumſtances. If Aſpa- 


ſio bad ſet himſelf to invert the deſcription of a panic, he would 


probably have formed it vpon fome more raiſed and dignified inci- 


dent. But as this was a real matter of fact, which lately happened 


in one of our ſea-· port towns; truth, even in a plain dreſs, may 
poſſibly be no leſs acceptable than fittion tricked up with the mod 
ſplendid embelliſhments. ” 

* which 
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Fl 
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which increaſed, by degrees, into a confuſed murmur? 
and a ſtrange commotion,, No one could informa his 
neighbour. Therefore, Gery one was left to ſolve the 
appearance, from the ſuggeſtions of a 7imorous imagi- 
nation. Some ſuſpected the town was on fire. Some 
were apprehenſive. of an invaſion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and looked round, to ſee if the walls 
were not giving way, and the root falling upon their 
heads.—In a few moments, the conſternation became 
general. The men ſtood like ſtatues in ſilent amaze- 
ment, and unavailing perplexity. The women ſhriek- 
ed aloud, fell into fits, ſunk to the ground in a ſwoon. 
Nothing was ſeen, but, wild diſorder ; nothing heard, 
but tumultuous clamour.— Drowned was the preacher's 
voice. Had he ſpoke in thunder, his meſſage would. 
ſcarce have been regarded. To have gone on with his. 
work, amidit ſuch a ferment of ſtunning” ſounds and 
aſtoniſhed minds, had been like arguing with a whirl- 
wind, or talking to a tempeſt. 

This brought to my mind that great tremendous day, 
when the heavens ſhalt paſs away ; when the earth ſhall 
be diſſolved; and all its inhabitants receive their final 
doom. If, at ſuch incidents of very inferior dread, our 
hearts are ready to fail; what unknown and inconceiv- 
able aſtoniſhment muſt ſeize the guilty conſcience, when 
the hand of the ALMIGHTY ſhall open thoſe un- 

ralleled ſcenes of wonder, deſolation, and horror! 
hen the trumpet ſhall found —The dead ariſe— The 


world be in flames —Fhe JUDGE on the throve— 


and all mankind at the bar! e 
T: The tr mpet ſhall foand*, ſays the prophetic teacher. 
And how alarming, how ſtupendous the ſummons! 
Nothing equal to it, nothing like it, was ever heard 
through all the regions of the univerſe, or all the revolu- 
tions of time. When confliting armies have diſcharg- 
ed the bellowing artillery of war, or when victorious 


armies have ſhouted for joy of the conquelt,, the ſeas 


and ſhores have rung, the mountains and plains have 


echoed. but che voice of the archangel, and the trump 


of "GOD, will reſound from pole to pole. It will ſhake 


* 1 Cor. XV. 52. 


G 2 the 


76 ASPASIO ro THERON, Let. 5. 


the pillars of earth, and ſtartle the dungeon of hell. 
Stronger, ſtranger ſtill! it will pengtrate even the deep- 
eſt receſſes of the tomb. It will pour its amazing thun- 
der into all thoſe abodes of ſilence. The dead, the 
very dead ſhall hear. 6d | 2 

Wben the trumpet has ſounded, the dead ſhall ariſe. — 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the graves 
open; the monumental piles are cleft aſunder; the fa- 
milies, the nations under-ground, ſtart into day. What 
an immenſe harveſt of men and women, ſpringing up 
from the caverns of the earth, and the depths of the 
ſea! Stand a while my ſoul, and contemplate the won- 
derful ſpectacle.— Adam formed in paradiſe, and the 
babe born but yeſterday, the earlieſt ages, and lateſt ge- 
nerations, meet upon the ſame level. Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Greeks and Barbarians,. people of all climes and 
linguages, unite in the promiſcuous throng. Here, 
thoſ> valt armies, which, like ſwarms of locults, cover- 
ed countries; which, with an irreſiſtible ſweep, over- 
run empires; here they all appear, and here they all are 
loſt, Loft, like the ſmall drop of a bucket, when plun- 
ved amidſt the untathomable and boundleſs ocean.—O ! 
the multitades! the multitudes * ! which cheſe eyes ſhall 
ſurvey, when GOD calleth the heavens from above, and 
the earth that he may judge his people. What ſhame muſt 
flaſh the guilty cheek ! What anguiſh wound the pol- 
Inted breaſt! To have all their filthy practices, and in- 
famous tempers, expoſed before this innumerable cloud 
of witneſſes !—Fly, my Theron; and fly, my foul y in- 
ſtantly let us fly, earneſtly let us fly, to the purifying 
blood of JESUS.. That all our ſins may be blotted 


out; that we may be found unblameable and unreprove- 


able, in. the preſence of the aſſembled world; and, what 
is infinitely more to be revered, in the ſight of the om- 
nipotent GOD. * | 

When the ſwarm iſſues, the hive ſhall burn. There 
is no more need of this habitable globe. The elect have 


If, as it is commonly ſuppoſed, the earth contains at any one 
period of time, no leſs than four hundred millions of ſouls; what a 
congregation muſt all thoſe generations make, which have ſucceed- 
ed cach other for ſeven tho years. Fg 


fought 


— 
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ſought the good fight, and finiſhed their-courſe. The. 
wicked have been tried, and found incorrigible. The 
important drama is ended. Every actor has performed. 
his part. Now therefore the ſcenes are taken down; 
and the ſtage is demoliſhe d. be. to the earth, and 
tothe works thereof! Its ſtreams are turned into pitch,. 
its duſt into brimſtone; and the breath of the AL- 

MIGHTY, like a torrent of fire, enkindles the whole. 

See! ſee! how the conflagration-rages—ſpreads—pre- 

vails over all! The foreſts are in a blaze, and the moun- 
tains are wrapt in flame. Cities, kingdoms, continents, 
fink in the burning deluge. London, Britain, Europe 

are no more. Through all the receptacles of water, 
through all the tracts of land, through the whole extent of 
airy nothing is diſcernible, but one vaſt, prodigious, fiery 

ruin. Where now are the treaſures of the covetous ? 
Where the p/e/ions of the mighty? Where the delights 
of the voluptuary — How: wile, how happy are they, 
whoſe portion is lodged in heavenly manſions! Their 

inheritance is incorruptible. Such as the laſt fire can- 
not reach, nor the diffolution of nature impair. 

We look upwards. The azure vault cleaves. That 
ſtately expanſe is rolled back like a ſeroll; the regions 
ol bliſs are ſeen; and the JUDGE, the JUDGE ap- 
pears tHe cometh, cries a mighty ſeraph, the herald © 

of his approach, he-cometh to judge the world in righte- 
ohne, and miniſter true judgment to the people !— He 
tomethy not as formerly, in the habit of a ſervant, but 

clad-with uncreated glory, and arrayed in light inac- 
ceſſible. He cometh, not meanly* followed by twelve 
weak diſeiples, but magnificently attended with the ar- 


t ems, according to the apoſtle's repreſentation, that, intro - 
ductory to the reſurrectſon of the dead, there will be 4 haut, Ve 
voice of the archangel, ond the trump of GID. 1 Theſſ. iv. 16. 
Firſt, a ent of joy and ttiamph breaks from the ſkies; made by 
miffions of attendant fpirits; or by alt the companies of. heavem 
Then follows the voice-of the archangel, proclaimiug the approach 
& the REDEEMER ;- which, though, heard Cooly through the 


vaſt expanſe, * Mop "obably be louder than thoſe united” acclama- 
tions Laſt of a * the trampet of 0D Pounds, and iſſues a ſum- 


mons to the dead, more awful and more majeſtic, than each preced- 
ing alarm; cloſing. the old, and opening ge Py warld, with in- 
conceivable ſolcmnity, and the molt ſormidable grandeur. 
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mies of heaven. Angels and archangels form his reti - 
nue; principalities and powers wait at his feet: the 
cherubim and ſeraphim are upon the wing to execute 
His commands. — Beheld him, ye faithful followers of 
the LAMB, and wonder and love. This is HE, who 
bore all zour iniquities on the ignominious croſs.” This 
is HE, who fulfilled all ri — for the juſtifica - 
tion of our perſons.—Behold him, ye deſpiſers of his 
grace, and wonder and -perifh. . This is HE, whoſe 
merciful overtures you have comenined, and on whole 
Precious blood you have trampled. 

The great hie throne , bey ond deſeription. augaſt 
and formidable, is erected. The KING of heaven, the 
—_ of glory, takes his ſeut on the dreadful tribu- 
1 Merch, on his right hand; diſplays the olive- 

8 of peace, and holds forth the crown of righte 
ouſneſs. Fuſtice, on his left, poiſes the impartial Gale, 
and unfheaths the ſword of vengeance. While Miſdom 
and Holineſs, brighter than ten thouſand ſuns, beam in 
his divine aſpect. What are all the preceding events, 
to this new ſeene of dignity and awe? The peals of 
thunder, ſounding in the archangel's trumpet ; the 
blaze of a burning world, and the ſtrong convulſions 
of expiring nature; the un numbered myriads of the 
dead, ſtarting into inſtantaneous life, and thronging 
the aſtoniſhed ſkies; all theſe feem familiar incidents, 
| — with the appearance of the incarnate JE- 

| H.—Amazement, more than amazement: is all 
around. Terror and glory unite in their extremes. 
From the ſight of his majeſtic eye, from the inſupport- 
able ſplendours of his face, the earth itſelf and the very 

' heavens/ fy ay f. — How then? Oh! how ſhall the 
©. ungodly and? Stand in his angry a and draw 

near to this conſuming fire? 
Vet draw near they mult, and take that trial—their 
- deciſive trial at his 8 bar. Every action comes 
under examination. For each idle word they muſt give 
account. Not ſo much as a ſecret thought eſcapes this 


n _ the ern, the ampeni- 
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tent criminals, either conceal their guilt, or clude the 
ſentence? They have to do with a ſagacity, too keen to 
be decei ved; with a power, too ſtrong to be reliſted ; 
and (O! terrible, terrible contideration!) with a ſeve- 
rity of moſt juſt diſpleaſure, that will zever relent, ur- 
ver be intreated more. What ghaſtly deſpair lowers on 
their pale looks! What racking agomes rend their diſ- 
tracted hearts: The bloody ate and the torturing wheel, 
are caſe; ate down, compared with their prodigious 
wo. And (O holy GOD! wonderſul in thy doings!. 
fearful in thy judgments!) even this prodigious wo is 
the gentleſt of viſitations, compared with that indigna- 
tion and wrath, which are hanging over their guilty 
heads which are even now falling on all the ſons of 
tebellion which will plunge them deep in e 1 
9 and endleſs deſtruction. 


Aud i. . day? and muſ} there come 
| le, n irrevocable doom ? | 
t Surely then, to uſe the words of a pious-prelate *.; it 
ſhonld be the main care of our lives and deaths, what 
n ſhall give us peace and acceptation before the dread- 
ful tribunal of GOD: What but righteouſneſs ? What 
_ *- righteouſneſs or whoſe? Ours or CHRIS L's? Ours, 
in the inherent graces wrought in us, in the holy 
„ works wrought by us? Or CHRIST's, in his moſt 
perfect obedience, and meritorious ſatisfaction, 
wrought for us, and applied to us? The Fopiſh face 
tion: is for the former. We Proteſtants are tor the 
* latter. GOD: is as direct on our ſide, as his word 
caun make him; every where blazoning the defects 
* our on righteouſneſs, every where extolling the 
perfect obedience of our REDEEMER's.” f 
|: Behold t ſays the gverlatting KING, I lay in Sion, 
1 foundation, a ſtone ; a tried flone'; a precious caruer- 


bort n ſure foundation : He THAT BELIEVETH, SHALL 
-(MOT'/MAK E/{HASTE f. As this text contains fo noble a 


difplay of our SAVIQU R's 2 — ability for is 
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great work; as it is admirably calculated, to preſerve: 
the mind from diſtreſſing fears, and to ſettle it in a ſtea- 
dy tranquillity ; you will give me leave to touch it cur- 
ſorily with my pen, juſt 'as I thould deſcant upon it in. 
converfation, was I now fitting in one of your agree- 
able — and hing . Ne com- 
ny. 

2%, beauriful the gradation ! How lively the es 
ſcription! and how very important the pactical im- 
provement! Or I might ſay, the infcription which is 
engraven on this wonderful ſtone.Heſold! Intended 
to rouſe and fix our moſt attentive regard. The 60D. 
of heaven ſpeaks. He ſpeaks, and every ſyllable is balm; 
every ſentence is rich with conſolation. If ever chere 
fore we have ears to hear, let i it be to this enn 
and on this oecaſion 
one. Every thing elle is ſliding fad; is yielding air; 
is a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a vain thadow ; 
honoug an empty breath; pleaſure a deluſory dream; 
our Own Fo. Corea a ſpider's web. If on theſe 
we rely, difappoiutment muſt enſue, and ſhame be ine- 

vitable. Nothing but CELRIST, nothing but CHRIST, 
can ſtably ſupport our ſpiritual - intereſts, aud realize 
our expectations of true happineſs.” And, bleſſed be the 
divine goodneſs! He is, for this purpoſe, not a ſtone 
only, but 

A tried ſtone. Tried, in the days of his 8 

by all the vehemence of temptations, and all the weight 

of afflictions: yet, like gold from the furnace, rendered 
more ſhining and illuſtrious by the fiery ſcrutiny, — 
Tried, under the capacity of a SAVIOUR, by milli- 
ons and millions of depraved, wretched, ruined crea- 
tures; who have always found him per/ely able, and 
as perfectly willing, to expiate the molt enormous guilt 
to deliver from the moſt inveterate corruptions— and 
ſave, to the very uttermoit, all that come unto GOD 
through him. $i fo 
A corneraſtane. Winch not only n but unites 
the edifice, incorporating both Jews, and Gentiles, be- 
lievers of various languages, and manifold denomina- 


tions—here, in one ended, bond .M, — 
| | ve 
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love—hereatter, in one common participation of eter- 
nal joy. | 

A: preciaus flone, More precious than rubies ; the 
pearl of great price, and the deſire of all nations; pre- 
cious with regard to the divine dignity of his perſon, 
and the unequalled excellency of his mediatorial offices. 
In theſe, and in all reſpects, greater than Jonah wiſ- 
er than Solomon —nirer than the children of men 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand—and, to the awakened 
ſinner, or enlightened believer, altogether lovely. 

A ſure foundation . Such as no preſſure can ſhake 
equal, more than equal, to every weight ; even to fin, 
the heavieſt load in the world, e rock of ages ; ſuch 
as never has failed, never will fail, thoſe humble peni. 
tents, WhO calt their burden upon the LORD RE. 
DEEMER; who roll all | their guilt, and fix all their 


-* Cant. v. 16. + Fundamentum fundati ſſimum. 


" + Roll—This is the exact ſenſe of the ſacred phraſe, mm d 52 
Pal, xxii. 8. xxxvH. 5. Prov. xvi. 3. I am not ignorant, that 
ſome people have preſumed to ceaſure, and many have been foy of 
wang this bold and vigorbus metaphor. Which neverthclets appcars 
to me the moſt juſt, the moſt fignificaat, and therefore the moſt 
truly beautiful; that could be uſed on the occaſion. 4 
A bacden, that is manageable and comparatively light, we car- 

ry, we caſt, we throw, But that which is extremely ponderous and 
quite unwieldy, we move only by rolling. Accordingly, ſtones of 
an enormous ſize, are called by the oriental writers, ſtones of rolling. 
Utpote ponderofiores, quam ut ſupportari ge Exra v. 3.—Couli- 
der the eupreſſioun in this view, and nothing can repreſent, with 
greater or with equal energy, that prodigious load, which, heavier 
than the ſand of the ſea, opprelks the guilty conſcience. —Ry ſub'ti- 
tuting any other word, we cufceble and dilate the ſenſe: we tote the 
capital and ſtriking idea. | | . 

Lai man would be wiſe, Let him not then, for the credit of his 
ingenuity, adventure to correct the language of omniſcience. This, 
if aoy thing ia nature, is | 


Periculnſe plenum opus ales. 


This will be ſure to diſcover, not his fine taſte, but his groveling 
apprehenſion, and his rampart pride. Let him improve, with the 
plaiſterer's bruſh, the glowing colours of the rainbow. Let him 
heighten, by fuller's ſoap, the luſtre of the new-fallen ſnows. This 
will be a more modeſt attempt, and a much caſfier taſk, than to 
make an index expurgalorius or a table of errata, when tue SPIRIT 


of inſpiration dictates. h 
2 ol opes, 
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hopes, on this immoveable baſts.—-Or, as the words 
may be rendered, 4 foundation *! A foundation! There 
is a fine ſpirit of vehemency in the ſentence, thus un- 
derſtood. It ſpeaks the language of exultation, and ex- 
preſſes an important diſcovery. That which mankind 
infinitely want; that which multitudes ſeck, and are 
not able to find; it is here! it is here! This, this is 
the foundation for their pardon, their peace, their eter- 
nal felicity. | 0 | 

Wh:fcever believsth, though preſſed with adverſities, 
or ſurrounded by dangers, /hall not make haſte f. But, 
free from tumultuous and perplexing thoughts, preſerv- 
ed from raſh and -precipitate ſteps, he ſhall poſſeſs his. 
ſoul in patience. Knowing the ſuſkciency of thoſe me- 
rits, and the fidelity of that grace, on which he has re- 
poſed his confidence, ſhall quietly and without pertur- 
bation wait ſor an expected end. And not only amidſt 
the perilous or diſaſtrous changes of lite, but even in the 
day of everlaſting judgment, ſuch perſons ſhall and with 
boldneſs. They ſhall look up, to the grand ARBI- 
TRATOR— look round, on all the ſolemnity of his 
appearance look forward, to the unalterable ſentence 
—and neither feel anxiety, nor fear damnation. 


Such, in that day of terrors, ſhall be ſeen 
To face the thunders with a gadlike mien. 


1 n Te | 4 

+ Shall not make bete wir e This metaphorical expreſſion, 
though it might be very intelligible to an Hebrew, is to an Englith 
reader, like ſome ſine picture placed ip a diſad vantagennus light, We 
may poſſibly illuſtrate the prophet's meaning, and exemplify his aſ- 
ſertion, if we compare the conduct of Moſes, with that of the If- 
raclites, on viewing the fatal cataſtrophe of Dathan and Abiram.— 
When the earth trembled under their feet; when the ground open- 
ed its horrid jaws; when the preſumptuous ſinners went down alive 
into the pit; when the tremendous chaſm cloſed upon the ſcream- 
ing wretche- ; the children of Israel, it is written, fled at the cry of 
them. Fled, in wild and haſty confuſion ; for they ſaid, left the 
earth ſwallow up us alſo. - But Moſes, u ho denounced the dreadful 
doom, * Moſes, who was ſure of the divine protection, made no 


ſuch precipitate or diſorderly haſte. He ſtood elm and compoſcd: 


Jaw the whole alarming tranſaction without any uneaſy emotions cf 

fear, or any unneceſſary attempts to eſcape. So that his behaviour 

- ſeems to be a clear and appoſite comment on IIaiah's phraſe, Sce 
Numb, xvi. ION carr) « 
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7 he planets drop 3 their thoughts are fix*d above: 


Tie centre ſhakes ; their hearts diſdain to move. 


This portion of ſcripture, which, I hope, will both 
delight and edify my triend, recalls our attention to the 
ſubje& of my preſent letter—to thoſe propitiatory ſuf- 
fermgs, and that juſtifying righteouſneſs, which, im- 

ated to ſinners, are the ground of their comfort, and 
the bulwark of their ſecurity.— We have heard Moſes 
and the prophets. What ſay the writers of the New 
Teſtament? They, whoſe underſtandings were opened 
by the. WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR,” to dif- 
cern the meaning of the ancient oracles> Who muſt 
therefore be the moſt competent judges of their true im- 
port, and our ſureſt guides in ſettling their ſenſe. Do 
they patronize our interpretation of the prophets? Do , 
they ſet their ſeal to the authenticity of our doctrine? 

St. Luke, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, has preſerved 
this weighty declaration of the apoſtles; We believe, 
that, through the grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
wwe ſhall be ſaved, even as they“. Here the thing is 
implied;—Sr. Peter, in the introduction to one of his 
theological epiſtles, thus addreſſes his happy correſpond- 
ents: To them that have obtained like precious faith, in 
the righteouſneſs + of our GOD and Saviour- FESUS 
CHRIST. Here the point is expreſsly aſſerted. With 
equal clearneſs is the doctrine delivered by Matthew the 
evangeliſt ; Seek ye firſt the kingdom. of GOD and his 
riphteouſneſs t. What can the kingdom of GOD mean? 
An experience of the power, and an enjoyment of the 


0 Ads xv. 11. 


"+2 pet. l. 1. The phraſe is rien & Neulerurn, which moſt 


naturally ſigifies Faith in tbe righteouſneſs ; expreſſing the object, on 
which the faith of Chriſtians is fixed. —Tf* we retain the common 
tranſlation, it proves another very momentous truth: that zhe righ- 
teouſneſs' of our GID, even of our SAVIOUR FESUS CHRIST, is 
the one meritorious procuring cauſe of all ſplritual bleſſings ; of faith, 
as. well as of fruition; of grace, as well as of glory.—I fay o GOD; 
ſo JESUS CHRIST is fyled in the orignal; in the third verſe, his 
power is called divine; and T wonder, how the tranſlators were in- 
duced to tranſpoſe that important pro..oun, our. . 
wb Matt. vi. 33. f 


privileges 
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privileges ot the goſpel. What are we to underſtand by 

his righteouſneſs? Surely, the righteouſneſs which is 
worthy of this grand appellation, and peculiar to that 
bleſſed inſtitution. 9 5 | 

Would we learn, what is the great and diſtinguiſh- 
ing peculiarity of the goſpel? St. Paul informs us; 
Therein the i of GOD is revealed, from faith 
to faith. As this text leads us into the epiſtle to the Ro. 
mans—as this epiſtle is, both for the propriety of its 
method, and for the importance of its doctrine, ſingu- 
larly excellent—it may not be amiſs, to examine its 
ſtructure, and inquire into its deſign. 

The apoſtle writes to a promiſcuous people, who had 
been converted, partly from Fudaiſm, partly from 
Gentiliſm. His aim is, to ſtrike at the very root of 
their former errors reſpectively to turn them wholly 
to the ſuperabundant grace of GOD, and eſtabliſh them 
folely on the all-ſufficient merits of CHRIST. | 

I The Gentiles were, for the moſt part, groſsly igno- 
rant of GOD, and ſtupidly negligent of inviſible inte- 
reſts. If any among them had any regard to the DE1- 
TY ; their virtues, they imagined, were meritorious of 

"8 all that the DEITY could beſtow. If they committed 

( fin ; ſin, they ſuppoſed, might eaſily be expiated by ſa- 

, crifices*, A few of their judicious ſages taught, that 


err 
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* W1Terr Animadverſiones Irenice, Cap. vi. A choice little 
piece of polemical divinity, perhaps the very beſt that is extant. In 
which the meſt important controverſies are fairly fiated, accurately 
diſcuſſed, and judiciouſly determined; with a perſpicuity of ſenſe, 

| and a folidity of reaſoning, exceeded by nothing, but the remerkz- 
| | dle candour of the ſentiments. | 

The Oeconomia Federum, written by the ſame hand, is a body of 

- divinity; in its method ſo well digeſted—in its doctrines fo truly 
evangelical—and-( what is not very uſual with our ſyſtematic writ- 
ers) in its language fo refined and clegant—in its manner ſo affeQi- 
onate and animating—that 1 would venture to recommend it to eve- 
ry young ſtudent in divinity : I would not ſcruple to riſk all my re- 
putation upon the merits of this performance: and I cannot but la- 
ment it, as one of my greateſt loſſes, that I was #o ſooner acquainted 
with this moſt excellent author.— All whoſe works have ſuch a deli- 
cacy of compoſition, and. fuch a ſweet ſavour of holineſs, that 1 
know not any compariſon more proper to repreſent their true cha- 
rafter, than the golden pot which had » manna and was—ontwardly, 

bright witt ba niſned gold —inwardly, rich with heavenly food. 
the 
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the moſt probable means of obtaining pardon, was a 
ſincere reformation of lite. n 
The Jews, as it is well known, placed a mighty de- 
pendence on their affinity to Abraham, and the cove- 
nant made with their fathers; on their adherence to 
the letter of the moral law, and their ſcrupulous per- 
formance of ceremonial inſtitutions.— Gentiles and Jews 
agreeing in this miſtake, that they looked for the par- 
don of guilt, and the attainment of happineſs, from 
ſome ſervices done, or ſome qualities acquired by em- 
De | 
1 Againſt theſe errors the zealous apoſtle draws his pen. 
He enters the liſts like a true champion of CHRIST, 
in the moſt ſpirited and heroic manner imaginable. 7 
am not aſhamed of the goſpel of CHRIST : for, howe-* 
ver it may be deemed fooliſhneſs by the polite Greeks, 
or prove a ſtumbling - block to the carnal Jews, it is the 
power of GOD wnto ſaluation : it is the grand inſtru- 
ment, which he has ordained for this bleſſed purpoſe, 
and which he will certainly crown with the deſired ſue- 
ceſs.Wbence has the goſpel this very peculiar power? 
Becauſe, therein a xje teouſneſe is revealed 5 not demand- 
ed of impotent ſintiers, but revealed and made ready ſor 
their free acceptance. A true and perſect righteouſ- 
neſs, which obliterates all guilt, and furniſhes à folid 
title to eternal life. What righteouſneſs is this? The 
righteouſneſs, not of ſincerity, but of perfection; not of 
man, but of GOD. Which was promiſed by GOD in 
the ſcriptures: was introduced by GOD in the perſon” 
of this SON; and, on account of its conſummate ex- 
cellency, is both acceptable and available in his fight. ; 
This righteouſneſs is /rom faith to faith r held forth, 
hen of 29: 1-r7de 4 0 . 8 cr TT as” 
755 3 e Inn 6 1644 5542: 
+, Rom, i. 21. An ingenious friend - propoſes to tranſlate the 
paſſage;according to the following connection; Atcacidovry Oi 9 
rertug aporarvnliie uy weger, The rightemifneſi'of COD by fi, 
is rexieal eil to faith. Phe pre poſal is truly deſieate; the clauſe, thus 
tranſpoſed; is very perſpicuous; and the doctrine contained in it 
highly important. As a farther recommendation of the criticiſm, 
we may obſerve ; that Jncaorury e T5; is, with the apoſtle, a a 
he 0—_— a favourite way r himſclf, The only dif- 
l. ii, 4 
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as it were, by a promiſing GOD, and apprehended by 
à believing ſoul. Who, firſt, gives a firm @/ert to the 
goſpel; then, cordially accepts its bleſſings. From a 
conviction that the doctrine is true, paſſes to a perſua- 
ſion that the privileges are his own. - When this is ef- 
feed, a foundation is laid for all happineſs; a princi- 
ple is wrought to produce all holineſs. 

But why was it requiſite, that ſuch a righteouſneſs 
ſhould be provided by GOD, and revealed in the goſ- 
pel?—Becanſe no Gentile, nor Jew, either poſſetied, 
or could attain any righteouſneſs of their own : and this 
righteouineſs, though ſo abſolutely neceſfary for their 
fallen ſtate, was infinitely remote from all human ap- 
prehenſions. The latter aſſertion is ſelf-evident. The 
former is particularly demonſtrated. —Firlt, with re- 
gard to the Gentiles. The 133 of whom, were 
abandoned to the molt ſcandalons exceſſes of vice; and 
they who had eſcaped the groſſer pollutions, fell ſhort 
in the duties of natural rehgion.— Next, with regard to 
the Jews. Many of whom lived in open violation of the 
external commandment ; and not one of them acted vp 
to the internal purity, required by the Moſaic precepts. 
From which premiſes, this concluſion is deduced ; 
that each of them had tranſgrefſed even their own rule 
of action; that all of them were, on this account, ut- 
terly inexcuſable; therefore by the works of the law, whe- 
ther dictated by reaſon, or delivered by Moſes, ub mmor- 

is juſtiſed in the fight of GOD. | 

5 Leſt 


ficulty lies in the tranſpoſition, which this interpretation requires. 
Whether this may be admitted, | refer to the judicions reader, — 
However he ſhall determine, it is, I think, from this text undeni- 
ably certain, that faith is not our juſtifying righteouſneſs, but only 
receptive of it. That there is juſt the ſame difference between them, 
as between a coſtly gift and the empty hand; or between the ſpring 
revealed to Hagar, and Hagar's act of taking the water for the re- 
freſhment of herſelf and ber fon. See Gen. xxi. 19. 
Rom. iii. 20, There ſeems to be a kind of humbling or de- 
grading turn in the apoſtle's language war /; 2 which may poſ- 
ibly be preſerved in the tranſlation,” no mortal —We may farther 
obſerve the very nice and exact manner of the facred argumentation. 
Left it ſhould be ſaid, and from the authority of St. James, A man 
533 juſtified by works; our unerring writer tacitly allows, that before 


men 
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Leſt any ſhould imagine, that righteouſneſs may be 
obtained, if not by à conformity to the law of nature, 


or the law of Moſes, yet by an evangelical obedience, 


he farther declares, that ſinners are ju/tifed freely, with- 
out any regard to their own endowments, of what kind 
ſoever, through the redenption, the complete redempt:on 
that ir in FESUS CHRIST Þ; aiter ſuch a manner, 
as may lay them low ia kumiliations even while it exalts 
them to the kingdom of heaven; after ſuch a manner, 
as may bring life and falvation to their fouls, while it 
{trips them of all pretence to glorying, and conſigns 
the whole honour to GOD the FATHER, and his 
SON JESUS CHRIST. 

Upon the whole, here are three poſitions, of the laſt 
importance—Salvation is by r/2/teouſneſ5y—Rightecoul- 
nels is by faith—only by faith, whether to the Jew, or 
to the Gentile. All theſe particulars are confirmed by 
that ſingle ſentence, quoted from the prophet ; The: 
juſi, the truly righteous, ſhall live, ſhall inherit ever- 
lalting life, not by his own works, but by faith in the 
obedience of a SAVICUR. 

In the proſecution of this very momentous ſubject, 
our ſacred diſputant removes an objection, which is as 
common, as it is plauſible: Ds we mate void the law 
through faith 2 Do we render it a vain inititution, ſuck 
as never has been, never will be fulfilled :- 60D Er- 
bid! This were a flagrant diſhonour to the divine LE- 
GISLATOR and his holy commandments. What we 
would utterly abhor, rather than countenance in any 
degree, —Qn the contrary ace eftailih the law t, not 
only as we receive it for a rule ot life, but as we expect 
no ſalvation without a proper, without a pere contor-: 
mity to its injunctions.—Ilo can this be effected? By 
qualifying its ſenſe, and ſoftening it into an eaſier ſy- 
ſtem? This were to vacate che law; to deprive it of its 
honour, and its end. Ii h5nour, which is the moſt 
rehned ſpirituality, and ſublime pertettion : ts end, 


men this is practicable, before mea this is proper, but not tromn, 
aillu, not before GOD. 
+ Rom. iii. 24. | 
Rom. iii. 31. An inconteſtable proof, that the apoſtle treats. 
of the moral law. 
IH 2: which 
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which is to convince of fin, and make way for a Sa- 
VIOUR.—We eſtabliſh the law by an incomparably 
better expedient, by believing in that great ME DIA- 
TOR, who has obeyed its every precept, ſuſtained its 
whole penalty, and ſatisfied all its requirements in their 
utmoſt latitude. 

Farther to corroborate his ſcheme, he proves it from 
the renowned examples of Abraham and David. — he 
inſtance of Abraham is ſo clear, that it wants no com- 
ment. Any paraphraſe would rather obſcure, than il- 
luſtrate 1t.—T he other, derived from the teſtimony of 
the Pfalmiſt, may admit the commentator's tool; yet 
not to hammer it into a new form, but only to clear 
away the rubbiſh, to reſcue it from miſrepreſentation, 
and place it in a true light: Even as David deſcribeth 
the bleſcdueſt of the man, to whom GUD imputeth righ- 
teruſneſs without works, faying, Bleſſed are they, whoſe 
unrighteouſneſs is forgiven, and whoje fins are covered : 
Fiched is the man, to whom the LORD will not imput: 
n. Here is imputation aſſerted The imputatica of 
rizhteruſneſt-—Ot righteouſneſs without works 5; without 
any reſpect to, or any co-operation from, any kind of 
human works. It is a bletling vouchſafed to the un- 
godly; not founded on a freedom from fin, but procur- 
ing a remiſſion of its guilt. 

Some, I know, have attempted to reſolve all the 
force of this paſſage into an argument for the ſaere/; 
of pardon and jullifying righteouſnefs: whereas, the 
apollle undertakes to prove; not that pardon and juſti- 
fying righteouſneſs are identically the fame, but that 
juitification, in all its branches, and in its full extent, 
is abſolutely free. To maintain which poſition, he ar- 
gnes—* This doctrine is as true, as it is comfortable, 
„It agrees with the experience, and has received the 
ce atteſtation of David. When he ſpeaks of the- bleſſed 
« and happy man, he deſcribes him, not as one that 
« has been innocent, but guilty ; not as having any 
« claim to the divine favour, on account of deferving 
« performances, or recommending properties, but as 
„ owing all his acceptance to that ſovereign grace, 


= "© Kom. iv. 6, 7. 
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« which forgives iniquities; aud blots-out fin. Such is 
« the caſe with regard to that evangelical juſtification, . 
« which we preach, Even as; it is, in the manner of 
« its vouchfaſement, perieftiy bmiar to the blcitednels 
celebrated by the Pialmilt,” —— The apoſtle's eye is 
not ſo directly upon the nature of the privitege, as dp 
on the /reeneſs with which it is granted. Nor can any 
infer. from the tenour of. his reatoning, that to be for- 
given is the ſame «5 to be made righteous ; only that 
F both are acts of infigitely rich mercy, deſigned tor ſin- 
f ners, promiſed. to ſiuners, beſtowed on ſinners; who 
t have nothing, nothing of their own, either to boaſt, or 
* to plead, or 10 much as to pretend. 
, 

h 

; 


In the fitth chapter, from verſe the twelſth to the- 
end,. the ſacred pcamen points ont the cafe, and ex- 

ains che method of juſtitication, of which this is che 
ſum— That CHRIS L, in purluance of the covenant of 

ce, ſulſilled all righteouſneſs in the Read of his peo- 

ple That this righteouſneſs, being performed for them, 
is imputed to them That, by virtue of this gracious - 
imputation, they are abſolved from guilt, and intiiled- 
to bliſs; as thoroughly abſolved, and as fully intitled, 
as if in their own perſons they had undergone the ex- 
piatory ſuſferings, and yielded the meritorious obedi-- 
ence. —Lelt it ſhould feern ſtrange, in the opinion of a 
Jew or a Gentile, to hear ol being juſtified by the righ- 
teouſneſs of anther, the wary apoltle urges a parallel 
caſe, recorded in the Jewiſh revelation, but ratified by 
univerſal * experience; namely, our being condemned 
for the unrighteouſneſs of another. —Ta this reſpect, he 
obſerves, , Adam was a type of our LORD, ora figure- 
of HIM. that was to come f. The relations the fame, . 
but the effetts happily reverſed, Adam the head of his 
poſterity ;; CHRIST the head of his people. Adam's 
fin was imputed to all bis natural deſcendents ; . 
CHRIST's rightcouſneſs is imputed to all his ſpiritual . 
offspring. Adam's tranſgreiion brought death into 
the. world, and all our wo ; CHRIST's obedience 


phy the pains and death which-infarts, in every nation endure ; 
which are onqueſtionably puniſhments, and to which they are: 
doomed by the righteous judgment of GOD. ; | 
1 Rom. v. 14. : 


H 3 brings 
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brings life, and all our happineſs f.—'The whole cloſes 
with this very obvious and no Jefs weighty inference ; 
Therefore, as by the off-ace of one, judIment came upon 0 
men to condemnation ; even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of , 
(the free gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life. 

J do not recollet any other fimilitude, which th: 
apoſtle ſo minutely ſiſts, and ſo copioufly unfolds. He 
explains it; he applies it; he reſumes it; he dwells up- 
on it; and ſcarcely knows how to deſiſt from it. I am 
ſare, you will not blame me, if I imitate the ſacred au- 
'thor z if I revert to the {ubjet; and quote another 

paſſage from the ſame paragraph: Much more ſhall ti ey, 
auh receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteouf- 
neſs, reign in life by one, FESUS CHRIST *. 

[ was once inclined to think, that the inſpired writer 
ſpecifies, in this place, (what I apprehended to be the 
two grand hleſſings procured by IMMANUEL), re- 

| -miſſion of fins, and imputation of righteouſneſs. But this 
13 not on, though not without its patrons , now appears 
f incorrect and groundleſs. The imputat ion of CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs is not a part, but the cauſe the whole 
entire cauſe of our pardon, our peace, our complete 
juſtification. And this righteouſneſs, the apoſtle de- 
clares, is of grace. It is made ours, not on account of 
any deeds or duties, which we perform, but from the 
abundance of grace, which GOD diſpenſes.—It is called 


. + Puemadmodum peccatum Adami, ſays BENGELITUS, fine perca- 
fis quæ poſtea commiſimus, mortem attulil nobis, fic juſtitia CHRISTI, 

ne bonis operibus, que deinceps @ nobis fiunt, vitam nobis conciliat. 
That is, As the ſin of Adam, without any concurrence of the 
*« fins which we ourſelves reſpectively commit, occaſioned our 
% ruin; ſo the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, abſtracted from all con- 
« ſideration of our perſonal obedience, procures our recovery. 


Rom. v. 18. Rom. v. 17. 


+ The great Dr. Goop win ſeems to patronize it when he 
ſays, „Over and above the man's abſolution, there is ſome other 
«*« thing to be added, viz, the imputation of righteouſneſs -u ben 
he ſays again, Though pardon and the conſequent imputation of 
4 „ righteouſneſs are never to be ſeparated.” Vol. III. pag. 340.— 
.« Whereas I ſhould rather ſay, that pardon of fin, and acceptance to 
life, can never be ſeparated from our REDEEMER's righteouſ- 
neſs ; which is not the conſequent of any, but the cauſe and origin of 
all ſpiritual bleſſing, s 


a giſt. 
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a gift t. Every gilt implies ſomething, not originally 
our own, but another's. This gilt mult fignity,- not 
what we ourſelves have acquired, but what was fulfil- 
led by our SURZTY, and is, by an act of heavenly 
indulgence, coniigned over to our enjoyment.—Ac- 
cordingly, they who are intereſted in this bleſſing, are 
ſtyled, not worters, but reccivers 3 not purchaſers, but 
heirs, of the righteouſneſs which is by faith. 

See the diſtingnithed pre-eminence and richneſs of 


the goſpel! P4i/z/ophy propoled many refined precepts 


of righteouſneſs, but could not beſtow a righteouſneſs 
upon any perion. The /aw of GOD itſelf, though the 
perfect rule of all righteouſneſs, is weak through the 
fleſh, and cannot make the comers thereunto righteous, 
Whereas, by the gpel,, we are not only taught the true 


juſtifying righteouineſs, but it is given to us, and put 
upon us. —Nay, we have it in abundance; in its molt 


conſummate form, and higheſt perſection: ſo that nei- 
ther man thall be able to with, nor can GOD himſelf 
require, a greater or a better. —This is a wonderful 
ſaying, but it will appear true, if we conſider another 
clauie from this incomparable chapter. Suffer me, 
therefore, to bring forth another jewel from this rich 


treaſury of the goſpel; and the rather, as the jewel, 


which I am going to produce, was the firſt that beam- 


ed light and luſtre upon my own mind; vas the firſt. 


happy occaſion of guiding my feet into the way of 
truth: As by the diſobedience of one man, many were made 


Innert; fo by the obedience of one, ſhall many be made righ 


tens *,—The difubedience of one is the diſobedience of 
Adam; his actual tranſgreſſion of the divine law. 
Hereby, many were made ſinners, even before they had 
done any evil work; fingers in ſuch a ſenſe, as to be- 
come obnoxious unto condemnation, and juitly liable to 
death.— All this, I think, is, from the apoltle's own 


words, indiſputable. If we would preſerve the pro- 


priety of his antitheſis, or the force of his reaſoning, 
we mult allow, that the 2bedzence of one is the obedience 
of CHRIST'; his actual and complete performance of 
the whole law. Hereby, mamure made righteous, even 


| Awgpoy £549 ln . Chryſoſt, Rem. v. 19. 
before 
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before they have done any good work; righteous in 
ſuch a ſenſe, as to be ſecure from all condemnation, 
and on principles of juſtice entitled to life eternal. 
How clear and eaſy is this meaning! How regular and 
exact this argumentation! What ſubtilty of evaſion 
muſt be uſed, before you can give a different turn to 
the inſtructive text 

This is the moſt conſiſtent ſenſe, in which I can un- 
derſtand Rom. viii. 5. That the righteouſneſs of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who ewwals not after the fleſh, but 
_ after the SPIRIT. That the righteouſneſs, required by 


the holy but broken law, might be thoroughly accom- 


iſned; accompliſhed in our nature, and by our RE- 
PRESENTATIVE ; fo as to be deemed, in point of 
legal eſtimation, fulfilled for us and by us *.. This, I 


fay, is molt conſiſtent with the tenour of St. Paul's 


arguing, and with the import of his language. — 


With the tenour of his arguing; for he undertakes to 
demonſtrate the impoſſibility of our juſtification, by 


any perſonal conformity to the law: whereas, if 
we could ſatisfy its penalty, and obey its precepts ; 
or, in other words, fulfil its righteouſneſs, this im- 
poſſibility would ceaſe.—Mith the import of his lan- 
guage ; tor the original phraſe denotes, not a fincere, 


but a complete obedience ; not what we are enabled to. 
perform, but what. the law has a right f to demand; 


* It is remarked by a judicious critic, and very evangelical, there- 
Fore very valuable expoſitor, that the prepoltion u ſometimes fign i- 
fies by or for, and is fo tranſlated, Matt. v. 34. Heb. i. 1. Sce De. 
Gorss's Expoſition of the New Teſtament. It is declared by 
the Helvetian church, expounding this paſſage, and making her 


public eonfeſſion, That CHRIST is the perfecter of the law, and 
« our fulfiliug of it; Who, as be took away the curſe of the law, 


when he was made a curſe for us, ſo doth he communicate to us, 
« by faith, his fulfilling thereof,” | 
+ It may be worth our while to obſerve, that St. Paul, when 
treating on this ſubject, ' uſes three ſeveral words; each diſtin, 
though all derived from the original, —Axa:w74, which expreſſes 
Joftfication ; the accounting or declaring a perſon righteous. —Ac- 
Ziro0079; which never fignihes juſtification, but righteouſneſs, either 
performed by us, or imputed to us.—Awompa, the phraſe which 
occurs in this place, and denotes. the right or demand of the law, as 
that, whoſe accompliſhment is indiſpenſibly neceliury, in order to 
the juſtification of man, 
| which, 


a 
| 
| 
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which, every one muſt acknowledge, is not fulfilled in 
any mere man ſince the fall, but was fulfilled by JE- 
$US CHRIST for our good, and in our ſtead.— This 
interpretation preſerves the tentences diſtinct, and makes 
a very natural introductien for the following clauſe, 
where the perſons, intereſted in this privilege, are de- 
ſcribed by their fruits, h walk not after the fleſh, but 
after the SPIRIT ; implying, that juſtification and 
ſanctification are, like the ever-correſponding motion of 
our eyes, infeparable concomitants; and we vainly pre- 


tend to the former, if we continue deſtitute of the lat- 


ter. 8 
We have produced poſitive proofs of our doctrine.— 
We have heard an apoſtle decluring the aſſured happi- 
neſs, and complete juſtification of true believers, Let 
us now obſerve the ſame ſagacions judge of men and 
things, diſcovering the danger of thoſe /{/<jufticiaries, 
who rejet the KR EDEEMER's righteouſneſs. Fd 
He is filled with the darkeſt apprehenſions concern- 
ing his-brethren the Jews. He is impreſſed with melan- 
choly preſages, reluting to their eternal late . What 
was the caule of this tender ſolicitude? Had they cait 
off all religion, and given themſelves aver to grois im- 
moralities? On the contrary, they were werthippers of 
the true GOD, and had, ia their way, not only a re- 
gard, but a zeal for his honour F.—Wherefore then 
does this compathonate father in Iſrael feel the fame 
trembling uncaſineſs for his kinſmen according to the 
fleſh, as Eli felt for the endangered ark? Himſelf af- 
ſigns the reaſon ; becauſe ez being ignorant of GUD's 
righteouſneſs, and going about to efiablijh their own righ- 
texnſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs 


% GUD ; not knowing that immaculate holinets, 


0 


which the perfe& nature, and equally perfect law, of 
the Moit High GOD, require being wilſully ignorant 
of that conſummate chedience, which an incarnate 
GOD vouchſaſed to perform, for the juſtification. of 
them, who are without ſtrength—they eſtablithed, or 
rather they went about; they ſedulouſly, but foolithly 
endeavoured, t eftabli/h their own righteouſneſs; to 


Rom. ix. 2. + Rom. x. 2. Rom. x. 3. 
make 


— 
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make it, ſcanty and decrepit as it was, the baſis of all 
their hopes. — Thus were they relting their everlaſtin 
ALL on ã bottom, not precarious only, but irre parably 
ruinous. A boundleſs eternity the fabric! Yet they 
built (wonder O heavens!) on the foam of the waters! 
and ( which added ſtubbornneſs to their folly) in avow- 
ed contempt of the righteouſneſs which is by faith, that 
ſtrong and ſure foundation, laid by GOD's own al- 
mighty hand in Sicn.—For this, the good apoſtle was 
afflicted with great heavineſs, and contmual forrow.” 
For this, he made the propher's pathetic complaint his 
own; CV that my head were waters, and my eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might bewail, day and night“, 
the incorrigible perverſeneſs of my people! For my pec- 
ple have committed two evils: in not thankſully ſubmit- 
ting to the righteouſneſs of GOD, „ey have for/aten the 
fountain of living waters : in attempting to eſtabiith their 
own righteouſneſs, they have hewed themfelves out cifterns, 
broken ciſterns, that can hold no water +. 

Having ſhewed their fatal error, he ſtrengthens his 
repreſentation, by diſplaying the happy fuccets of rhe 
Gentiles —/+at ſhall we ſay then ? This, however im- 
probable it may ſeem, we confidently afirm, That the 


Gentiles, who followed not after righteouſneſs ; who had 


no knowledge of it, and no concern about it; even they 
have attained to righteouſneſs k. Strange aflertion! How 
is this poſſible! To be ſure, the righteouſneſs which 
they attained, could not reſult from any thing perſonal ; 
could not conſiſt in moral virtues or religious duties. 
Inſtead of practiſing moral virtues, or performing reli- 
gious duties, they lay iminerſed in ſenſuality, and were 
abandoned to idolatry. It muſt therefore be the evan- 
gelical, the imputed righteouſneſs; even that which was 
wrought by GAR1ST, and js received by faith ||. 


Tjraet, 


fy = MO + Jer. ii. 3. | 

t Surely, this muſt ſignify more, than“ attaining to the profe/- 

oe ſion of a religion, whereby they may be juſtified and ſaved.“ To 

this multitudes attain, who continue, as the prophet ſpeaks, f- 

hearied, and far from righteauſueſs ; who derive no real benefit from 

their profeſſion, but are rendered utterly inexcuſable, and liable to 
more aggravated condemaation. 

{. Surely, the righteouſneſs, which is by faith, cannot conſiſt © in 

A © humbly 


— 


; 
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Ifrael, in the mean time, the nominal Iſrael, wh, 
with great pretenſions to ſanctity, and many coſtly ob- 
lations, followed after the law of righteouſneſs, hath not 
attained to the law of righteouſneſs» Attained ! They 
have done nothing leſs. They are fallen vaſtly ſhort of 
itz they are pronounced guilty by it ; they ſtand con- 
demned before it F.—/#herefore did they fo groſsly miſ- 
take, and ſo grievouſly miſcarry, eſpecially as they were 
both ſincere and aſſiduous in their purſuit ? _—_ they 
forſook the good old way, in which Abraham, David, 
and their pions. anceſtors walked, They adopted a new 
ſcheme, and muſt needs ſubſtitute their own, inſtead of 
relying on a SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. They fought 
for jultification, not by faith, but as it were by the works 

the law*. A method, which their fathers knew not; 
which their GOD ordained not; and which proved, as 


it always will prove, not only abortive, but deſtruc- 


tire. At this ſtone they ſtumbled. On this rock they 

ſplit. Let their ruin be a way-mark, and the apoſtle's 

obſervation a /ight-houſe, to my Theron. ä 
Our zealous writer tries every expedient. He min- 


« humbly commit;/ing the ſoul to CHRIST, in the way that he hath 
appointed. According to this notion, the juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs would ſpring from ovrſclves ; would be conſtituted by an act 
of our own, and not by the perfect obedience of our LORD. 

Jam ſorvy to ſee this, and the preceding interpretation, in the 
works of an expoſitor, whoſe learaing I admire, whoſe piety I re- 
verence, and whoſe memory I honour. Yet I mult ſay on this oc- 
cafon, with one of the ancient philoſophers, Amicus Plato, amicus 
Socrates, ſed magis amica veritas. 


+ This, I apprehend, is the purport of the apoſtle's ſpeech, when 
he tells us, that his countrymen had not attained untathe law of righ- 
teouſueſs, He uſes the figure peta, and means more than he ex- 
preſles. He means what St. Chryſoſtom has in his expoſition ſup- 
plied ; Tlagions yag voor, xo vitubure; ef Th ag. He 
expreſſes himſelf ſomewbat like the dramatic pet, who Fu of cer- 
tain literary pretenders, 

vi ſe primos efſe rerum omn'um ex ſti mant a 

c tamen ſunt. | 

That is, they are quite the reverſe, —Or like the prophet in the vloſe 
of this chapter, who aſſures the believers in JESUS, They ſpall not 
be aſhamed : That is, they ſhall be encouraget, embaldened, and 
obtain honour, and glory, and immortality,” R 

„ Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. | 
gles 
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gles hope with terror. Having pointed out the 72c4, 
on which the Iſraelites ſuffered ſhipwreck, he directs us 
to the haven, in which ſinners may caſt anchor, and 
find ſafety. He gives us a fine deſcriptive view of the 
Chriſtian's complete happineſs. He opens (if I may 
continue the metaphor) a free and ample port for pc- 
riſhing ſouls ; not formed by a neck of land, or a ridge 
of mountains, but by a magnificent chain of ſpiritual 
bleſſings : all proceeding from, all terminating in, that 
precious corner-{tone, JESUS CHRIST; whos of GOD 
is made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſandifica- 
tion, and redemption * ; wiſdom, to enlighten our i gno- 
rant minds; righteouſneſs , to jultify our guilty per- 
ſons; ſandificatien ,. to renew our depraved natures ; 
redemption, to reſcue us from all evil, and render us, 
both in body and foul, perfectly and eternally happy.— 
Let it be remarked, how carefully our inſpired writer 
ſets aſide all ſufficiency, as well as all zzerit in man. He 


repreſents the whole of our ſalvation, both in its pro- 


curement and application, as a work of freeſt grace. 
CHRIST is, and not we ourſelves, the author of this 
glorious reſtoration, the cauſe of this great felicity. He 
is made all this unto us—How ? Not by our own reſo- 
hation and ſtrength, but / GOD, by the agency of his 
mighty power, and bleſſed SPIRIT. He thews us the 
all-ſufficient fulneſs of CHRIST. He brings us with 
ardent longings to CHRIST. He implants us into 
CHRIST, and makes us partakers of his merits. 

In the proceſs of the ſame epiſtle, the ſacred penman 
enumerates the conſtituent parts of that great ſalvation, 


® x Cor. i. 30. 

+ Righteouſneſs and ſantlification ; the former imputed, the latter 
inherent. "This preſerves a di/tinfion between the noble articles, and 
aſſigns to each a grand ſhare in the economy of ſalvation.— To ſay, 
that, if one of the bleſſings is communicated by way of imputation, 
the other ſhould be communicated in the ſame manner, ſeems to be 
cavilling, rather than arguing ; becauſe the ſubjects are of a different 
nature, and therefore muſt be diſpenſed in a different way.— The 
cocoa tree is to the American food and clothing, a habitation and 
domeſtic utenſils : but muſt we ſuppoſe it adm iniſtering to all theſe 
uſes, in one and the ſame unvaried method? Becauſe in one reſpect 
it is eaten, in another it is wore, muſt it be thus applied in all? I 
am apt to think, the illiterate ſavage, who enjoys the ſeveral gifts, 


need not be taught the abſurdity of ſuch a ſuppoſition. 
"Ny which 
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which the SON of GOD has procured for ruined ſin- 
ners: But ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctiſfed, but ye are 
juſtified, in the name of the LORD FESUS, and by the 
SPIRIT of our GOD *. Ye are waſhed; waſhed in 
redeeming blood, and cleanſed from all the filthineſs of 
your iniquities. Ye are ſanctiſed; renewed in the pro- 
penſity of your mind, and fitted for a life of univerſal 
holineſs. Ye are ju/tifed ; wholly delivered from wrath, 
and reſtored to a ſtate of complete acceptance with the 
KING of heaven. All theſe gifts and prerogatives are 
conferred upon the unworthy ſinner, in the name of our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST; in conſideration of his 
atoning death, and meritorious righteouſneſs. By the 
SPIRIT of our GOD ; through the efficacy of his ope- 
ration, revealing CHRIST, and working faith in the 
heart. 80 
Read Rom. x. 4. Some gentlemen have talked of a 
neu remedial law: whereas the apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
old, the unalterable, the Moſaic ſ law. What is the 
end of this ſacred inviolable rule? Is fallen man, or the 
GOD+«man ?- If the former, then the law muſt be an 
abortive ſcheme, and never obtain its proper accom- 
pliſhment. If the latter, then it receives all due obe- 
dience, and is ſatisfied to the very uttermoſt. Therefore, 
CHRIST is the end of the las. And wherefore ? For 
righteouſneſs ; not that the law ſhould be ſet aſide, but 
that a juſtifying righteouſneſs might be wrought out. 
How is this to be done? Not merely by ſuffering its 
penalty, but alſo by fulfilling its commands; according 
to that ſaying, Whoſo doeth them ſhall live, ſhall be enti- 
tled to eternal life, by them.—Is this obedience to be 
88 by us, or by our SURETY ? By our SURE- 
no doubt; ſince the apoſtle is arguing in profeſſed 
oppoſition to all deeds of our own, and tells us, that the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs is to be had, not by our obey- 
ings but by our believing ; it is e every one that believ- 
et 


Follow the courſe of a river ; it will conſtantly lead 
you to the ocean. Trace the veins of the body; they 
invariably unite in the heart. Mark likewiſe the ten- 

® r Cor. vi. 11. + Sce Rom. x. $5. 
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dency of the law; it no leſs conſtantly and invariably 
conducts you to CHRIST, as the centre of its views, 
and the conſummation of its demands.— The m»ral law 


aims at diſcovering our guilt, and demonſtrating our, 


inexpreſſible need of a SAVIOUR. The ceremonial 
points him out, as ſuffering in our ſtead ; making re- 
conciliation for iniquity ; and purging away every de- 
filement with his blood. They , direct the wretched 
tranſgreſſor to renounce himſelf, and fly to the RE. 
DEEMER ; who alone has paid that perfect obedience, 
and brought in that everlaſting righteoutneſs, which 
the ſinner wants, and the law exacts; who is therefore 
the only proper accompli/hment of the one, and the only 
ſuitable ſupply for the other. 

What is the grand deſign of the whole ſcriptures ? 
St. Paul, aſſerting their divine origin, and diſplaying 
the gracious purpoſes which they are intended to ſerve, 
writes thus: All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
GOD; and is profitable—for doctrine, to declare and 
eſtabliſh religious truth r reprogf, to convince of lin, 
and to refute error—for correction“, or renovation of 
the heart, and reformation of the life ir inſtruction in 
righteouſneſs, in that righteouſneſs, which could never 
have been learned from any other book, and in which 
alone ſinful men may appear with comfort before their 


GOD +. 
| We 


* 2 Tim. iii. 16, TTgo; travogtaoiv. 
+ *© Was there ever ſuch a comment before?“ ſays Vadius. The 
* plain meaning is, for training up in holineſs of heart and life.” 
Vadius forgets, that this meaning was included in the word e7a1e- 
Pears Which ſignifies reſtitutio in integrum; a refleration to integrity 
of heart, of life, of character. Beſides, if this was the meaning, I 
aſk, Where is the diſtinguiſhing charaQeriftic of the goſpel ? We 
have not ſo much as a hint at its grand peculiarity, The righteouſneſs 
of GOD, Rom. i. 179. Would the apoſtle, in deſcribing very ex- 
plicitly the purport and defign of the ſcripture, omit that which is 
the very life and foul of the u hole? 
„% Was there ever ſuch a comment before? — Yes; the Pſalmiſt 
long ago gave us ſuch a comment. Speaking on the ſame ſubject, 
and addreſſing himſelf to the victorious REDEEMER, he ſays, 
Kide on, becauſe of the word ( ) of truth, of meekneſs, and righs 
teouſneſs. Here he opens and particulariſes the nature, end, and e 
ſecis of the divine word. It is the ſource of all that truth, 2 
n . x come 


* 
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We have ſeen the principal /c-pe of the lau, and the 
leading de/ign of the ſcriptures : let us add one inquiry 
more. What is the chief ce of the SPIRIT —If all 
theſe coincide, and uniformly terminate in the imputed 
righteouineſs of CHRIST, we have a confirmation of 
its reality and excellence, great as man can deſire; I had 
almoſt ſiaid, great as GOD can impart.—What ſays 
our LORD upon this point? When he, the SPIRIT of 
truth is come, he ſhall convince * the world of fin, of righ- 
teruſneſs, and of judgment: Of fin, becauſe they believe 
nt in me; of righteoujneſs, becauſe 1 go to my FA- 


cometh from above, and maketh wiſe unto ſalvation. It is the ſeed 
of all that reverential regard to GOD, and benevolent concern for 
man, which may be expreſſed by one principal branch of each, 
meekneſs. It is a diſcovery of that righteouſneſs, by which alone the 
ungodly are juſtified; on which alone men may depend for ſalva- 
tion; and which could never have been the object of their faith, or 
even of their khowledge, if it had not been revealed. 

St. Paul himſelf either gives us the ſame comment, or elſe directs 
us to make it, when he ſtyles the Chriſtian doctrine, Xoſo; Nu 
curns, Heb. v. 13.3 which is fo called, ſays a maſterly critic, quiz 
nos inſtruit de verd juſtitid, que coram DEO valet, et que coram DEO 
confiſtimus : Becanſe it inſtructs us in that righteouſneſs, which 
* avails for our juſtification before GOD, and by virtue of which 
* we ſtand unblameable in his ſight.” According to this interpre- 
tation, the apoſtle conſiders the revelation, the diſplay, the'grant of 
the juſtifying righteouſneſs, as the very quinteſſence of ſcripture ; 
that which creates its chief diſtinction; and even conſtitutes its de- 
nomination, Who then can aſſent to Vadius, when he would bave 
the very guinteſſence of ſcripture excluded from the analy/ts of its 
contents, 

For my part, I ſhould fee but little excellency in thoſe ſucred 
volumes, if the biood and righteoufneis of CHRIST did not make 
the moſt conſpicuous figure in their ſeveral pages. I ſhould fetch a 
ſigh, and ſay, Alas! here is nothing that may recommend me 
* to GOD; nothing that can give me acceptance in his ſight, Here 
sis the pole indeed, but the brazen ferperi is gone.“ For which 
reaſon, I cannot perſuade myſelf to part with, or reſign in my com- 
ment, what would be an unſpeakable loſs to me, if exterminated in 
fact. 

® He ſhall convince, ſeems to he the moſt eligible tranſlation of 


N. To reprove of Fr founds harſh, To convince of 
righteouſneſs, is proper. Beſides, this word implies the ſure ſucceſs, * 


which attends the operation of the divine SPIRIT.—Man may re- 
prove, and no conviction enſue : Whereas that almighty AG ENI“ 
not ouly reproves, but reproves with power; fo as to determine the 
judgment, and ſway the affections. 

| I 2 " THER, 
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THER, and ye ſee me no more; of judgment, becauſe*the 
prince of this world is judged *.—Is it poſſible for words 
to be more «veighty and comprehenſive ? Here is a ſum- 
mary of Chriſtian faith, and of Chriſtian holineſs : not 
that ſuperficial holineſs, which is patched up of devo- 
tioral forms, and goes no farther than external per- 
formances ; but that which is vital, and ſprings from 
the heart; conſiſts in power, not in mere proteſſion ; 
whoſe praiſe, if not of men, who are ſmitten with pom- 


pous outſides, is ſure to be of GOD, who diſtinguiſnes 


the things which are excellent. 

He ſhall convince the world of fin; of original and ac- 
tual fin ; the ſin of their nature, as well as the ſin of 
their life; the ſin of their beſt, deeds, no leſs than of 
their criminal commiſſions, and blameable omiſſions ; 
above all, of their ſinning againſt the ſovereign, the 
only remedy, by unbelief; becauſe they believe not on 
ne. — He thall convince of righteouſneſ7 ; of the exalted 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs, which the foregoing 


conviction muſt render peculiarly welcome; convince 


them, that it was wrought out in behalf of diſobedient 
and defective mortals ; that it is abſolutely perſect, and 
ſufficient to juſtify even the moſt ungodly. Of all which 
an inconteſtable proof is given, by his reſurrection from 
the dead, his triumphant aſcenſion into heaven, and 
ſeſſion at the right-hand of his FATHER ; becauſe I 
go to my FATHER, and ye ſee me no more +, —He ſhall 
convince of judgment. Thoſe, who are humbled under 
a ſenſe of yuilt, and juſtified through an imputed righ- 
teouſneſs, ſhall be taught by happy experience, that / 
prince of this world is condemned and dethroned in their 
hearts; that their fouls, by virtue of this victorious 
faith, are reſcued from the tyranny of Satan ; are de- 
livered from the bondage of their corruptions ; and re- 


John xvi. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


+ If the work had been imperfect in any degree, our REDEEM- 
ER, inſtead of taking up his ſtated and final reſidence in the regions 
of glory, muſt bave deſcended again iuto this inferior world, to 
complete what was deficient. Therefore, his ſitting at the right-hand 
of GOD, is a moſt comfortable evidence, that he has thoroughly 
performed his commiſſion ; has fully ſatisſied for fin ; and brought 
in the all-meritorious righteouſneſs. 

| ſtored 
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ſtored to the liberty the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of GOD. 

You wonder, perhaps, that I have not ſtrengthened 
my cauſe by any quotation from the epiltle to the Ga- 
latians. What I deſign, my dear Theron, is not to 
accumulate, but to ſelect arguments. However, that 
I may not diſappoint an expectation ſo reaſonable, L 
proceed to lay before you a very nervous paſſage from 
that maſterly piece of ſacred controverſy.—Only, let 
me juſt obſerve, that the epiitle was written to perſons, 
who had embraced Chriſtianity, and profeſſed an affi- 
ance in CHRIST; but would fain have eine circum- 
ciſion, would fain have /uperadded their own religious 
duties, to the merits of their SAVIOUR, in order to- 


conſtitute at leaſt e Part of taeir juſtifying righteoul- 


neſs. Againſt which error, the vigilant and indefati- 

ble aſſertor of the truth as it is in FESUS, remon- 
— who are Fews by nature, and not ſinners of 
the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not juſlified by tis 
works of the law, but by the faith of FESUS CHRIST, 
even we have believed in FESUS CHRIST; that we 
might be juſtified by the faith of CHRIST, and not by the 
works of the law; for, by the works of the law ſhall mo 
fleſh be juſtified *. 

We, who are Fews by nature; are the deſcendents of 
Abraham, and GOD's peculiar people; have the ta- 
bles of his law, and the ordinances of his worſhip: we 


who, in point of privileges, are greatly ſuperior to the 


Gentile nations, and have all poſſible advantages for 
eſtabliſhing (if ſuch a thing. were practicable) a righte- 
ouſneſs of our on; what have we done? e have be- 
lieved in FESUS CHRIST :-we have renounced our- 
ſelves, diſclaimed whatever is our own, and depended 


wholly on the blood and obedience of the glorious IM- 


Gal. ii. r5, 16. Obſervable. very obſervable; is the zeal of ons 
apoſtle, in this determined ſtand againſt the mo/t ſęccious, and there- 
fore the moſt dangerous encruachments of error. To exprets his 
ardent concern for the truth and purity of the goſpel—the works of 
the law are mentioned no leſs than three times, and as often excl/uz- 
ed from the affair of. juſtification —The faith of CHRIST likewile is 
thrice ineuleated, and as often aſſerted to be the en method of be- 
coming righteous before GOD. _ i 


17 MANUEL. 


10 ASPASIO ro THERON. Let. 5 


MANUE L.—For what end? That by this faith in 
CHRIST, which receives his righteouſneſs, pleads his 
righteouſneſs, and preſents nothing but his infinitely no- 
ble righteouſneſs before the throne, awe might be jn/?;- 
fied. What motive has induced us to this practice ?— 
A firm perſuaſion, that by the works of the law, by ſin- 
cere obedience, or perſonal holineſs, zo man living has 
been, and no man living can be, juſtified befre GOD. 

Are you tired, Theron ? Have I fatigued your at- 
tention, inſtead of convincing your judgment ?—I will 
not-harbour ſuch a ſuſpicion. Ir is Sing to converſe 
with thoſe, who have travelled mto foreign countries, 
and ſeen the wender of creation. We hearken to their 
narratives with delight. Every new adventure whets 
our curioſity, rather than palls our appetite. Muſt it 
not then afford a more ſublime ſatisfaction, to be enter- 
tained with the diſcourſes of a perſon, who had not in- 
deed failed round the world, but made a journey to the 
third heavens ? Who had been admitted into the Paradiſe 
of GOD, and heard things of infinite importance, and 
unutterable dignity ?—This was the privilege of that 
incomparable man, whoſe obſervations and diſcoverics 
I have been preſenting to my friend. And I promiſe 
myſelf, he will not complain of wearinels, if I enrich 
my epiſtle with one or two more of thoſe glorious 
truths. 

GOD hath made HIM is be jin for us who knew. no ſin; 
that aue might, not be put into a capacity of acquiring 
a righteonineſs of our own, but be made the righteouſneſs 
ef GOD in him *. In this text, the double imputation of 
our fin to CHRIST, and of CHRIST's righteouſneſs 
to us, is moſt emphatically taught, and moſt charm- 
ingly contraſted.-—Moſt emphatically taught : for we 
are ſaid, not barely to be made righteous, but to be 
made righteouſneſs itſelf ; and not righteouſneſs only, 
but (which is the utmoſt that language can reach) the 
righteouſneſs of GOD.— Moſt charmingly contraſted : 
for one cannot but aſk, In what manner CHRIST 
was made fin? In the very ſame manner we are made 


righteouſneſs. CHRIST knew no actual ſin; yet, upon 


® Cor. v. 21, 


his 
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his mediatorial interpoſition in our behalf, he was 
treated by divine juſtice as a ſinful perſon. We like- 
wiſe are deſtitute of all eg righteouineſs. Yet, upon 
our receiving CHRIST, and believing in his name, we 
are regarded by the divine MAJESTY, as righteous 
creatures. This therefore cannot, in either caſe, be u- 
trinfically ; but mult be, in both inſtances, imputative= 
ly. Gracious, divinely gracious exchange * ! pregnant 
with ineſtimable benefits. The inceſſant triumph of the 
firong, the ſovereign conſolation of the weak believer. 

Ceaſe your exultation, cries one, and come down 
from your altitudes. The term uſed in this verſe de- 
notes, not ſo properly /in, as an offering for ſin.— This 
is a mere ſuppoſal, which I may as reatonably deny, as 
another affirm. Since the word occurs much more fre- 
quently in the former ſignification than in the latter 
and ſince, by giving it the latter ſignification in the 
paſſage before us, we very much impair, if not totally 
deſtroy, the apoſtle's beautiful antitheſis. 

However, not to contend, but to allow the renark, 
I borrow my reply from a brave old champion ꝗ for the 
truths of the goſpel: This text, ſays he, invincibly 
* proveth, that we are not juſtified in GOD's fight by 
„ righteouſneſs inherent in us, but by the righteouſ- 
« neſs of CHRIST unputed to us through faith.” Af - 
ter which he adds, what I make my anſwer to the ob- 
jection; „ That CHRIST was made fm for us, be- 


ita ſcilicet mirabili permutatione mala noſtra in ſe recepit, u 

bona ſua nobis lergiretur ; recepit miſeriam, ut largiretur miſericerai- 

em; recepit maledifionem, ut benedictionis, ſuæ competes nos faceret; 

recepit mortem, ut vi am conferret; recepit peccatum, ut juſtitiam im- 

pertiretur. Thus writes the judicious Turretin. To which, in con- 

3 with the accurate Witſius, I ſubſcribe beth with hand and 
art. 


+ See Dr. Fulk's annotation on the place, in that valuable piece 
of ancient controverſy and criticiſm, The examination of the Rhem'ſh 
teftament. Which, though not altogether ſo elegant and refined in 
the language, nor ſo delicate and genreel in the manner as might be 
wiſhed, is nevertheleſs full of ſound divinity, weighty arguments, 
and important obſervations.— Would the young ſtudent be taught to 


- diſcover the very finews of Popery, and be enabled to give an effectual 


blow to that complication of errors, I ſcarce know a treatiſe better 
calculated for the purpoſe. 


& cauſe 
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„% cauſe he was a ſacrifice for ſin, we confeſs: but 
&« therefore was he a ſacrifice for fin, becauſe our fin 
« was imputed to him, and puniſhed in him.” — The 
poor delinquents under the Maſaic diſpenſation, who 
brought their ſin-offering to the altar of the LORD, 
were directed to lay their hand on the head of the de- 
voted beaſt. Signifying, by this uſage, a transferring 
of ſin from the offerer to the ſacrifice. Conformably 
to the import of this ceremony, CHRIST aſſumed our 
demerit. Like a true piacular victim, he ſuffered the 
puniſhment which we had deſerved; and which, with- 
out ſuch a commutation, we malt have undergone. So 
that our LOR D's being made a fſm-offering for us, 
does by no means invalidate, but very much confirm 
our doctrine. It neceſſarily implies the tranſlation of 
our iniquity to his perſon; and on the principles of 
analogy, muſt infer the imputation of his righteouſnc/; 
to our ſouls. 

One paſſage more permit me to tranſcribe into my 
paper; and, at the ſame time, to with, that it may be 
written on both our hearts. Written, not with ink and 
pen; no, nor with the point of a diamond; but with 
the finger of the living GOD. Yea, doubtleſs, and J 
count all things but leſs, for the excellency of the Anbau- 
| ledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD; for whom have 
ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win CHRIST, and be found in him; not have 
ing mine own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but that 
ewhich is through the faith of CHRIST, the righteouſneſs 
"which is of GUD through faith *. | | 

This is a paſſage of ſpecial eminence, as well as of 
fingular importance. For which reaſon, you will al- 
low me to be ſomewhat circumſtantial in examining its 
meaning, force, and evidence.—The apoſtle is here re- 
lating his own experience, and exhibiting himſelf as 
a pattern for Chriſtians. He ſhewe, what was the pre- 
ſent frame, and what the prevailing exerciſe of his ſpi- 
rit, with regard to the momentous affair of juſtification 


before GOD. F 


® Phil. iii. 8, 9. 
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uſtification! ſays a certain author; no, © by re- 
« jerring the text to juſtification only, you miſerably 
« pervert the whole ſcope of the words. It manifeſtly 
« relates to ſandification * chiefly, if not to that only.“ 

Then we are directed to find our rejoicing; and to 
fix our confidence for eternal life (of theſe things the 
apoſtle is manifeſtly ſpeaking) in ſanctification chiefly, 
it not in that only; not in what CHRIST has done 
and ſuffered, but in that which we ourſelves do and 
poſſeſs. The Papiſts will thank us for ſuch a conceſ- 
fon, It makes room for their notion of merit, but can 
never exalt grace, or exclude boaſting. 

According to his interpretation, we ſhould all be de- 
ſirous to appear, at the great and terrible day, in the 

ments of ſanQification chiefly, if not in thoſe only. 
ut are theſe without ſpot and blemiſh ? Will theſe pre- 
ſent us faultleſs before the throne of GOD's glory? 
Hide me, ye rocks! cover me, ye mountains! much 
rather than expoſe me, in ſuch an array, before the eye 
of infinite purity. 
Nay, if this be the mind of the apoſtle, then we muſt 
count all other things, even the blood and righteouſ- 
neſs of our incarnate GOD, to be undeſirable as lols, 
and deſpicable as dung. Dreadful conſequence ! not 
to be mentioned without ſhuddering ! Yet into ſuch 
conſequences we are inevitably led, by this too peremp- 
tory and unadviſed expoſition of the text. 

But we have not fo learned CHRIST. We think, 
the apoſtle expreſſes a vehement deſire, and manifeſts 
a moſt attentive care, that he may remain eſtabliſhed 
on the true juſtifying righteouſneſs. A point, he well 
knew, of inexpreſſible moment, in which mankind are 
unaccountably prone to miltake. Nay, Paul himſelf 
had ſtumbled at this ſtumbling- ſtone; imagining that 
righteouſneſs to be unto life, which was productive of 


As to the doctrine of ſanctiſication, the apoſtle, like a judici- 
ous and faithful diſpenſer of the myſteries of CHRIST, neither ne- 
lets it, nor confonads it with the other grand ſubje& of religion. 
e treats of it in the next verſes, (ro, r1, lz, Cc.) and conhders 
it as a bleſſing, following after and flowing from this capital lead» 
ing, all-enlivening privilege—F7«/tification through the righteouineſs 
of jEROV AH, 


nothing 
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nothing but condemnation and death. He therefore 
ſpeaks with earneſtneſs ; he acts with circunſpettion ; 
as a perſon who had been once caught in the ſnare, but 
is reſolved not to be entangled again. 

Perhaps, you will ſay, I do not wonder to hear him 
. repudiate his old, p+ari/aical, ſpurious righteouſneſs: 
but does he give the bill of divorce to his new, his 
Chriſtian, his real righteouſneſs? That which proceed- 
ed from grace ſhed abroad in his heart; and produced 
thoſe heavenly tempers and holy works, which were 
both pleaſing to GOD, and honourable to religion. 

I anſwer, he had n other righteouſneſs to renounce 
for the ſake of CHRIST; ſince, as you juſtly obſerve, 
his former phariſaical ſtrictneſs was ſpurious, not real 
godlineſs. This he had long ago learned to call by 
another name, looking upon it, as ſo much ſpecious 
ſinſulneſs, or as a ſplendid abomination. By his ow7 
righteouſneſs, therefore, he muſt mean, whatever he poſ- 
ſeſſed or performed, in conformity to the law as a rule 
of life, and through the influence of grace as a princi- 
ple of life. Againſt all this, whether it conſiſted of 
good deeds or 4 qualities, he enters his proteſta- 
tion. Enters it, in thoſe ſtrong words, not having mine 
own righteouſneſs. Not having it even once in my 
thouglits; not caſting ſo much as a ſingle glance to- 
wards it; but being juſt as if I had never yielded any 
obedience at all. | 

And great reaſon there was, for uſing all this jea- 
louſy ; hes nothing is more natural to us, in all eſtates, 
than ſelf-confidence. While we are deſtitute of grace, 
we are almoſt ſure to truſt in outward dnties, and what 
is called a moral righteouſneſs. When we are renewed 
by grace, alas! how prone are we to doat upon the 
beauties of our ſanctification; and not look with the ocu- 
ho irretorto, ſingly and ſolely to CHRIST, as our juſti- 
fying righteouſneſs? SY 

In determined oppoſition to ſuch very pernicious er- 
rors, the apoſtle ſpeaks to this effect The privilege 
« of being a Hebrew by birth; the prerogative of 
being a phariſee by profeſſion ; together with a be- 
& haviour exemplary, and a reputation unblameable in 


the ſight of men; all theſe, which were once my plea 


« for 
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for heaven, and therefore reckoned my higheſt gain 
& as ſoon as I became acquainted with the glorious per- 
t fections of CHRIST, I counted * laſt for him. And 
„% now, though I have been a diſciple many years; 
© have walked in all holy converſation and godlineſs ; 
© have endured, for my divine MASTER's name, 
&« tribulations above meaſure; have laboured more a- 
% bundantly and more ſucceſsfully than all the apo- 
t ſtles; yet, even theſe and all other attainments, of 
« what kind or of what date ſoever, I count+ but Joſs, 
« for the tranſcendent excellency of CHRIST JE- 
« SUS my LORD. — 2 doubtleſs 4 it is my delibe- 
« rate and ſtedfaſt refolution ; what I have moſt ſeri- 
*« ouſly adopted, and do publicly avow; that, ſpecious 
« as all human righteouſneſs may ſeem, and valuable 
4 as it may be in other reſpects, I both do, and ever 
« ſhall treat it with diſdain; yea, trample it under my 
« feet, that I may win CHRIST |], and triumph in 


* Hſnuar, I counted; this is ſpoken of the time paſt. 

+H ſeua, relates to the preſent time, and comprehends pre- 
ſent attainments, I do cornt.—Not ſome, or the greateſt part, but 
all things. —What? Is a courſe of ſobriety, and the exerciſe of mo- 
rality, to be reckoned as dung? Al. things, ſays the apoſtle What? 
Is our moſt elevated devotion, and enlarged obedience, to be de- 

aded at this monſtrous rate? A things, ſays the apoſtle. —This 
is his invariable reply. Upon all things whatever, beſides CHRIST 
and his ineffable righteouſneſs, he holds the door, when the great 
cauſe of juſtification is under debate. And we may venture to af» 
firm, that he had the mind of CHRIST. - 


t Perhaps A pegvovyſe may be trenſlated, But truly. As if he 
had ſaid, ** But why ſhould I mention any more particulars? In 
« truth, I count all things,” &c. : 


| Ae gig dl To vTigiy,or—ivz Xewov ed 
plainly imply this comparative or relative ſenſe, Virtues, which are 
the fruits of the SPIRIT, and labours, which are a bleſſing to man- 
kind, no ſober perſon will reckon abfelutely, or in a reſpects def- 
picable ; but only in a limited and qualified acceptation. Deſpica- 
ble, not in themſelves, but as compared with the divinely perfect 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST, or as referred to the infinitely import- 
ant article of juſtification. 

That Aſpaſio ſpeaks the ſenſe of our church, will appear from 
this ſhort but very pertinent extract: The apoſtle St. Paul faith, 
.* he doth glory; in what? In the contempt of his own righteonſ- 
& neſs; and that be looketh for the righteouſneſs of GOD by 
faith.“ Homily of Salvation, Part 11. 


40 the 
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tc the exalted JESUS. Human righteouſneſs fades in- 
& to nothing; it dwindles into % than nothing; if ſet 
ce n competition with his matchleſs obedience. And 
« ſhould it ſuperſede my application to his merits, or 
«« weaken my reliance on his mediation, it would hen 
„ be, not contemptible only, but mjurious—to be a- 
« yoided, with ſolicitude, as the greateſt %; to be 
« rejected, with abhorrence, as the vileſt dung *.” 
You will afk, if he rejects all his own righteouſneſs, 
on what are his hapes fixed On a foundation, exter- 
eve as the obedience of the REDEEMER's life and 
death, wnſhaken as the dignity of his eternal power and 
GODHEAD. They are fixed on /e righteouſne/5 
ewhich is of GOD; the righteouſneſs which GOD the 
FATHER, in unſearchable wiſdom, provided; and 
which GOD the SON, in unutterable goodneſs, wrought. 
Do you inquire, how he came to be inveſted with 
this righteouſneſs? The anſwer is ready and ſatisfac- 
tory, It was by the application of the divine SPI- 
RIT, and the inſtrumentality of faith.—Leſt any ſhould 
imagine, that this faith might be ſubſtituted, inſtead of 
his own obedience to the law, he puts an apparent dif- 
ference between the righteouſneſs which juſtifies, and 
the faith by which it is received: not the righteouſneſs 
which conte in, but is THROUGH the faith of CHRIST.— 
To ſhew the great importance of this diſtinction; how 
earneſtly he inſiſted upon it, as a preacher; how much 
it tended to his conſolation, as a Chri/tian; he repeats 
the ſentiment, he reinculcates the doctrine, The righte- 
euſneſ7 which is of GOD By faith. | 
Will z2zz now, Theron, or ſhall J, poor uprofitable 


* 2 fab How emphatical are the words! How bold 
are the; images! And may we not obſerve a fine. advance in the ſenſe ? 
Loſs, which is detrimental to our intereſts, and not ſuſtained with- 
out regret. Dung, which is loathſome to our ſenſes, and caſt away 
with abhorrence, 

Has the apoſtle pronounced all this concerning human righteouſ- 
neſs, when it would preſume to be a rival or a partner with 
CHRIST? Then none can juſtly cenſure what Aſpaſio has ſaid 
upon the ſame ſubject. Since his ſentiments, compared with the 
inſpired writer's, are but as the faint breath of an Engliſh orchard, 
compared with the potent fragrance of an orangery in Seville. 


# 
creatures, 
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creatures, preſume to rely on any performances or any 
accompliſhments of our own ? When that diſtinguiſh- 
ed faint—a perſe& prodigy of gifts, of graces, and of 
zeal—indefatigable in Jabours, unconquerable by af- 
fictions, and of whoſe uſefulneſs there is neither mea- 
ſure nor end When he denies himſelf in every view; 
depreciates all; diſavows all“; and makes mention of 
nothing, but the incomparable righteouſneſs of his obe- 
dient, dying, interceding SAVIOUR. 

What ſhall I ſay more? Shall I attempt to play the 
rhetorician, and borrow the inſinuating arts of perſua- 
ſion ? This, after all the cogent teſtimonies produced, 
and all the great authorities urged, would be a needleſs 
parade. When our pen is a ſun-beam, there is but 
little occaſion to dip it in oil. 

Inſtead of ſuch an attempt, give me leave to make 
a frank and honeſt confeſſion. I would conceal no- 
thing from my friend. He ſhould have a faſh to my 
breaſt ; throw it up at his pleaſure ; and ſee all that 
paſſes within. — Though I never had any temptation 
to that pernicious ſet of errors, which pafles under the 
character of Socinianiſm ; yet I had many ſearchings. 
of heart, and much ſolicitous inquiry, how far we are 
indebted to CHRIST's a&@ive righteouſneſs. Tho- 
roughly perſuaded, that other foundation can no man 
lay, fave that which is laid, even FESUS CHRIST +; 
and that there is no other name given under heaven, where- 
by men can be ſaved | ; yet, whether we were not to 
confine our believing regards to a dying SAVIOUR, 
was matter of conſiderable doubt.— At firſt, I was in- 
clined to acquieſce in the affirmative. After long con- 
ſideration and many prayers, my faith fixed upon the 
whole of CHRIS T's mediatorial undertaking. Which 
began in his ſpontaneous ſubmiſſion to the law; was 
carried on through all his meritorious life; and iſſued 
in his atoning death.— This is now the baſis of my con- 


* Thus argues St. Chryſoſtom, commenting on the paſſage; 
nr 
xaioourny theater, 08 fen £001 rs & TANG MANNTY OQUAST 
TRrery,u n. | 

1 Cor. iii. 11. t As iv, 13. 
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fidence, and the bulwark of my happineſs. Hither ! 
fly; here I reſt ; as the dove, after her weariſome and 
"I rovings, returned to Noah, and reſted in the 
ko. 

This ſcheme firſt recommended itſelf to my af cx 
lions; as making the moſt ample proviſion, for the ſe- 
curity and repole of a.guilty conſcience. Which, when 
alarmed by the accuſations of ſin, is very apprehen- 
ſive of its condition; and will not be comforted, till 
every ſeruple is ſatisfied, and all the obſtructions to its 
peace are removed. Thus I reaſoned with myſelf— 
Though there is, undoubtedly, ſomething to be ſuid 
« for the other fide of the queſtion; yet, this is cvi- 
« dently the ſafeſt method. And, in an affair of infi- 
« nite conſequence, who would not prefer the fſateſt 
«© and ſureſt expedient ?—Should the righteouſneſs of 
« JESUS CHRIST be z#ndiſpenſably requiſite, as a 
« wedding-garment ; what will they do, when the 
« great immortal KING appears, who have refu- 
« ſed to accept it? Whereas, ſhould it not prove / 
« abſolutely neceſſary, yet ſuch a dependence can never 
* obſtruct our ſalvation. It can never be charged up- 
% on us, as an article of contumacy or perverlencls, 
de that we thought 72s meanly of our own, les magyui/i- 
% cently of our LORD's obedience. So that let the 
« die turn either way, we are expoſed to no hazard. — 
« This ſcheme takes in all that the other ſyſtems com- 
« prehend, and abundantly more. In this I find no 
« defect, no flaw, no ſhadow of inſufficiency. It is 
«© ſomewhat like the pete cube; which, where-ever 
« it may be thrown, or however it may fall, is ſure to 
% ſettle upon its baſe. —-Suppoſing, therefore, the im- 
„ portant beam ſhould hang in equilibrio, with reſpect 
« to argument; theſe circumſtances, caſt into the ſcale, 
“ may very jultly be allowed to turn the balance.“ 


Upon a more attentive examination of the ſubject, I 


perceived That this is the doctrine of our national 
church; has received the atteſtation of our ableſt di- 
vines; and has been, in all ages, the conſolation of the 
molt eminent ſaints :—That it is the genuine ſenſe of 
ſcripture ; and not ſome inferior or ſubordinate point, 
incidentally touched upon by the inſpired writers, _ 
2 5 . | tne 
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the ſum and ſuhſiance * of their heavenly meſſage; 
that which conſtitutes the vitals of their ſyſtem, and is 


the very ſoul of their religion. On which account the 


whole goſpel is denominated from it, and ſtyled The 
miniſtration of righteouſneſs .I was farther convinced, 
that this way of ſalvation magnihes, beyond compare, 
the divine law; is no leſs honourable to all the divine 
attributes; and exhibits the ever-blefſed MEDIATOR 
in the moſt illuſtrious and the moſt delightful view. 
All theſe conſiderations, under the influence of the 
eternal SPIRIT, have determined my judgment, and 
eltabliſhed my faith. So that I trult, neither the ſub- 
tikies-of wit, nor the ſmcers of ridicule, nor any other 
artifice, ſhall ever be able to ſeparate me from the d 
and righteouſneſs which are in JESUS CHRIST.— 
By his death, I am diſcharged from guilt—by his obe- 
dience, I am conſtituted righteous—by his complete 
ſatisfaction, I am completely juſtified, and ſhall be 
eternally ſaved. —— lax each of theſe reſpects, HE is my 


ALL. | 


Let me, by way of concluſion, review that awful 
ſubje&, which introduced the letter. Let me ſuppoſe 
the JUDGE, who V7 at the door, actually come: the 
great and terrible day, which is haſting forward +, 

| | really 


* This doctrine runs through St. Paul's writings, like a golden 
warp. | While privileges, bleſſings, and evangelical duties, are like 


" a woof ; a, woof (if 1 may allnde to the ornaments of the ſanctu- 


ary) of blue, of purple, of ſcarlet, and indeed of every pleaſant 
colour. The righteouſneſs of GOD, Rom. i. 17, 2 Cor. v. 21 — 
The rig hieb ſneſs from GOD, Phil. iii. 10.—Kighteonſneſs by fauh, 
om. H.'22.—Rightecaſreſs of faith, Rom. iv. 11. x. 6.—Righte= 
ouſneſs without the law, Rom. iii. 21.—Righteouſneſs without works, 
Rom. iv. 6.—Kighteouſieſs in the blood of CHRIST, Rom. v. 9.— 
Righteouſneſs by the obedtence of CHRIST, Rom. v. 19.—Kightc- 
ouſneſs not our own, Phil. iti. g.—Kightes:ſneſs imputed by GOD, 

Rom. iv. 6, 10, 22. | 
+ The ſacred writers, I obſerve, often remind their readers of 
this grand event; often ditplay this delightful, dreadful ſcene.— 
Their ma ner of ſpeaking ſhews, that they themſelves lived under 
the habitual and joyful expectation of it: as perſons, who were 
locking” for, and baſting io, the coming of the day of G9D.—They 
repreſented it, not only as ſure, but near; yea, very near, ard 
K 2 upon 
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really commenced. —Hark ! The trumpet ſonnds the 
univerſal ſummons. The living are ſtruck with a death- 
like aſtoniſhment ; the dead ſtart from their filent 
abodes.— See! the whole earth takes fire; the ſun is 
turned into darkneſs; and the ſtars fall from the fir- 
mament.— Behold ! the Ax cIENT or Days is reveal- 
ed from heaven. His garment is white as ſnow, and 
the hair of his head like the pure wool. His throne is like 
the fiery fame, and his wheels are as burning fre. Thou- 
fand thouſands minifter unto Him, and ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand fland before him. The judgment is ſet, and 
the books are opened f. | 

Obſerve thoſe exemplary Chriſtians, whoſe ſentiments 
T have been collecting. They renounce themſelves, and 
rely on their glorious SURETY. Methinks, I hear 
them ſay, each as they quit their beds of duſt ; I auill 
go forth from the grave in thy ſtrengtb, O bleſſed JE- 
SUS; and, at the deciſive tribunal, will male mention 
of thy 1 only. - At the fame time, will you, 
Theron, or thall I- before the innumerable multitude 
of anxious ſinners, and adoring ſeraphs—ſtand forth 
and declare: Let thoſe puſillanimous creatures fly 
« for refuge to their SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. We 
« will contide in works, in accompliſhments of our 
„% own. We are the men, who have per/onally kept 
ic the divine law, and want no ſappaſititious obedience 
« from another. Let the eye that rg through 
„ immenſity, and penetrates the receſſes of the heart; 
&« let that holy and omniſcient eye, examine our tem- 
„ per, and fift our conduct. We are bold to riſk our 
« ſouls, and all their immortal intereſts, on the iſſue 
« of ſuch a ſcrutiny. 


upon the point to take place. The LORD is at hand. The FUDGE 
is at the door. Yet @ little while, and HE that ſoall come, will came 
and will not tarry.— The laſt _ is the moſt ſpirited and em- 
phatical of them all; but has loſt much of its emphaſis, by the 


Engliſh verſion. It is in the original £:xzgov 0709 ogy, A beauti- 
ful pleonaſm, by which the Septuagint, though too often inaccu- 
rate in tranſlating the 1 text, have very happily expreſſed 
Iſaiah's y vy which may, I think, be rendered in our language, 


yet a very, very little while. Heb. x. 37. Iſai. xxvi. 20. 
7 Dan. vii. 9, 10. s 


Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, your mind is impreſſed with this em 
ſcene, and your thoughts recoil at ſuch daring preſumps 
tion. If fo, it will be proper for me to withdraw, and 
leave you to your own meditations. At ſuch moments, 
to obtrude on your company, would render me the 
troubleſome and officious, rather than 


Your reſpetful and aſfectianate, 
As ras 10. 


rr + 


Tuk RON i» AsPASIO. q 


Dear Aseas10, 


HE Jait evening was one of the fineſt I ever 

ſaw. According to cuſtom, I made an excur- 
fion into the open fields ; and. wanted nothing to com-- 
plete the ſatisfaction, but my friend's company . I. 
could not but obſerve, how much your improving con- 
verſation heightened the charms of nature. When re- 
ligion applied philoſophy, every thing was 72/trudtive,. 
as well as pleaſing. Not a breeze [wept over the plains, 
to clear the tky, and cool the air; but it tended allo 
to diſperſe our doubts, and enliven our faith in the ſu- 


preme all-tuffictent GOOD. Not a cloud. tinged the 
" firmament with radiant colours, or amuſed the. ſight 
with romantic ſhapes, but we beheld a picture of the 
preſent world. Its /adizg acquilitions, and fantaſtic. 


joys were pourtrayed in the mimic forms, and the 


tranſitory ſcene.—Even the weakelt of the inſect- tribe, 


that ſkim the air in ſportive ſilence, addreſſed us with 
the {trongeit incitements, and gave us the loudeſt calls, 
to be adive in our day, and v/eful in our generation. 
They cried, at leaſt when you lent chem your tongue, 


Such is vain life, an idle flight of days, 
A flill delufive raund of  jickly joys, 
A ſcene of little cares, and trifling paſſions, 
F not ennebled by the deeds of virtue. 


Ta quod abes excepto, cetera letus. 


2 K 3 
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How often, at the approach of ſober eve, have we 
ſauntered through the duſky glade. Obſerving the laſt 
remains of light, now impurpling the weſtern clouds; 
now faintly gleaming on the mountain's brow ; now 
creeping inſenſibly from all the ſhaded landſcape.— 
How often have we ſtole along the cloyſters of tome 
leafy bower ; attentive to the tale of a querulous cur- 
rent : that ſeemed to be ſtruck with horror, at the 
awful gloom ; and complained with heavier murmurs, 
as it paſſed under the blackening ſhades, and along the 
root - obſtructed channel. —Or elle, far from the bab- 
bling brook, and ſoftly treading the graſſy path, we 
liſtened to the nightingale's ſong. While every gale 
held its breath, and all the leaves forbore their motion, 
that they might neither drown nor interrupt the melo- 
dious Wo. From both which penſive ſtrains, you en- 
deavoured to temper and chaſtiſe the exuberant gaiety 
of my ſpirits. You convinced me, that true 177 is a 
ſerious thing“; is the child of ſedate thought, not 
the ſpawn of intemperate mirth: nurſed, not by the 
ſallies of diſſolute merriment, but by the exerciſe of ſe- 
rene contemplation. | | 

Sometimes, at the gladſome return of morn, we 
have aſcended an airy eminence ; and hailed the new- 
born day; and gazed the dew-bright earth; and fol- 
lowed, with our delighted eye, the mazes of ſome glit- 
tering ſtream.— Here ruſhing, with impetuous fury, 
over the mountain's ſummit; tumbling from rock to 
rock; and roaring down the craggy ſteep: impatient, 
as it were, to get free from ſuch rugged paths, and 
mingle itſelf with the adjacent mead.— There, ſlacken- 
ing its headlong career, and ſmoothing its eddies, into 
a glaſſy ſurface, and a gentle flow: while, deep em- 
bolomed in the verdant foil, it au/zds through the che- 
riſhed and ſmiling herbage. Sometimes, loſt amidſt 
cloſing willows ; ſometimes, iſſuing with freſh luſtre from 
the verdant arch ; always, roving with an air of amor- 
ous complacency, as though it would kiſs the fringed 
banks, and careſs the flowery glebe.—Reminded, by 
this watery monitor, of that conſtancy and vigour, 


® Res ſevera e verum gaudium. SEN. 


with 
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with which the affections ſhould move towards the 

reat centre of happineſs, CHRIST JESUS—of that 
1 ardour, with which we thould break through 
the entanglements of temptation, and obſtacles of the 
world, in order to reach our everlaſting re/f—and of 
the mighty difference between the turbulent, the fro- 
thy, the precipitate gratifications of vice, and the calm, 
the ſubſtantial, the permanent delights of religion. 

Or elſe, with careleſs ſtep, we have rambled along 
the fields. Sometimes, prying into the ſecret ſhade, or 
hiding ourſelves in the ſequeſtered vale. Sometimes, we 
have roved again on the upland plains ; with eager 
views ſürveying the univerſal proſpect ; and even de- 
youring the beauties of nature, or, as the ſcripture 
ſpeaks, taking them with cur eyes ®. Never weary of 
admiring the magnificence and glory of the crea» 
tion. An endleſgPvariety of graceful objects, and 
delightful ſcenes! Each icliciting our chief regard; 
every one worthy of our whole attention; all conſpir- 
ing to touch the heart with a mingled tranſport of 
wonder, of gratitude, and of joy.—So that we have 


returned from our rural expedition, not as the 


ſpendthrift from the gaming-table, curſing his ſtars, 
and raving at his ill luck; gulled of his money, and 
the derided dupe of ſharpers. Not as the /zbertine from 
the houſe of wantonneſs , ſurſeited with the rank de- 

s bauch, 


® Tob xl. 24. 

+ Solomon, in order to deter vunwary youth from thoſe ſinks of 
uncleanneſs, repreſents the harlot under the character of a peſti- 
lent hag, or baleful ſorcereſs. Her feet go down to death; Prov. 
v. 5. Her houſe is the high road 7: hell; Prov. vii. 27. Lea, ber 
gueſts are in the dep.hs of bell; Prov. ix. 18. —IThe ſecond clauſe 
ſeems to be emphatical. The original expreſſion is in the plural 
number 2997. I chuſe therefore to render it, not ſimply the read, 
but more largely the high road from which many other wzys of 
guilt branch out; in which many other paths of ruin coincide, 
There, murder is often known to drench her dagger iu blood ; 
and robbery forms the raſh reſolve, which ends in the ignomi- 
nious halter. There, intemperance daily brews the bowl, which 
eneryates the conſtitution, and transforms the man into a beaſt: 
while diſeaſe, pale cadaverous noiſome diſeaſe, anticipates the 
puirefaction of the grave, and cauſes the wretched martyrs of 

vice 


-. 
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bauch, dogged by ſhame, goaded by remorſe, with a 
thouſand recent poiſons tingling in his veins. But we 
returned, as ſhips of commerce from the go/den conti- 
nent, or the Hie iſlands, with new acceſhons of ſub- 
lime improvement, and folid pleaſure. With a deeper 
veneration for the almighty CREATOR; with a 
warmer ſenſe of his unſpeakable favours ; and with n 
more inflamed deſire, © to know him now by faith, 
« and after this life to have the fruition of his glori- 
« ous GODHEAD.” 

Sometimes, with an agreeable relaxation, we have 
transferred our cares, from the welfare of the nation, 
to the flouriſhing of the farm; and, inſtead of enact- 
mg » + mA Dr the civil community, we have plan- 
ned ſchemes for the cultivation of our ground, and the 
proſperity of our cattle.— Inſtead of attending to the 
courſe of fleets, and the deſtination of armies, we have 
directed the plough, where to rend the graſſy turf ; or 
taught the honeyſuckle to wind round the arbour, and 
the jeſſamine to climb upon the wall.— Inſtead of in- 
terpoſing our friendly offices, to reconcile contending 
kingdoms, we have formed a ?reaty of coalition, be- 
tween the ſtranger cyon, and the adopting tree; and, 
dy the remarkable melioration of the enſuing fruit, de- 
monſtrated (would contending empires regard the pre- 
cedent) what advantages flow from pacitic meaſures, 
and an amicable union.—Inſtead of unraveling the la- 
byrinths of ſtate, and tracing the fineſſes of foreign 
courts ; we have made ourlelves acquainted with the 
politics of nature, and obſerved, how wonderfully, how 
myſteriòuſly, that great projectreſs a&ts.—In this place 
the rears a vaſt trunk, and unfolds a multiplicity of 
branches, from one ſmall berry. She qualifies, by her 
amazing operations, a few contemptible acorns, that 
were formerly carried in a child's lap, to bear the Bri- 


vice to rot even above ground.—Well may every one who loves 
life, and would fain ſee good days, cry out with a mixture of de- 
teſtation and dread; ** O my foul, come not thou into their hor- 
rid haunts!“ | 


Dii meliora piis, erroremgue haſtibus itlum ! Vis. 


tiſh 
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tith thunder round the globe, and ſecure to our iſlar d 
the ſovereignty of the ocean. In another place, ſhe pro- 
duces from a dry grain, fir/t the green blade ; then the 

targid ear ; afterwards the tull-grown and ripened corn 
in the ear *. Repaying, with exact punctuality, and 
with laviſh uſury, the huſbandman's toil, and the huſ- 
bandman's loan: cauſing, by a molt ſurpriſing reſur- 
rection, the death of one feed, to be fruitful in the 
birth of hundreds. 

But I forget your caution, Aſpaſio; forget, how 
kindly you have checked me, when 1 have been ha- 
ranguing upon, I know not what, powers and works 
of nature. Whereas, it is GOD who worketh hither- 
to + who to this day exerts, and to the end of time 
will exert, that fecret but unremitted energy, which is 
the life of this majeſtic ſyſtem, and the cauſe of all its 
ſtupendous operations.—Let this ſhew you, how much 
I want my guide, my philoſopher, and friend. With- 
out his prompting aid, my genius is dull; my reflec- 
tions are aukward ; and my religious improvements je- 
june; ſomewhat like the b7g/ing imitations of the tool, 
compared with the maſterly ettects of vegetation.— 
However, I will proceed. Yet, not from any view of 
informing my Aſpaſio, but only to draw a bill upon 
his pen; and lay him under an obligation to enrich me 
with another letter, upon the grand and excellent ſub- 
ject of his laſt, . 

Art is dim- ſighted in her plans, and defective even 
in her moſt elaborate eſſays. But nature, or rather 
nature's ſublime AUTHOR, is indeed a deſigner and 
a workman I that need nat be aſhamed 5. His eye 
ſtrikes out ten thouſand elegant models, and his touch 
executes all with inimitable pertetion.—W hat an ad- 
mirable ſpecimen is here, of the divine ſkill, and of 
the divine goodneſs | This terraqueous globe is intend- 


* Mark iv. 28. + John v. 17. 

+ A deſigner and a workman ; this ſeems to be the preciſe means 
ing of the apoſtle's words, Tring x. Nals gſog. Heb. xi. 10. 
Builder and maker, are too ſimilar. Projeftor and architect, would 
be more diſtinct. | — | 

$ 2 Tim. ul, 15. 
ed, 
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ed, not only for a place of habitation, but for a ſtore. 
houſe of conveniencies. If we examine the ſeveral 
apartments of our great abode ; if we- take a general 
inventory of our common goods; we thall find reaſon 
to be charmed with the diſplays, both of nice econo- 
my, and of boundlels profuſion. 

Obſerve the ſurface of this univerfal meſſuage. The 
2 coarſe as it may ſeem, and trodden by every 
0 


ot, is nevertheleſs the /aboratory, where the moſt ex- 


quiſite operations are performed ; the op, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, where the fineſt manufactures are wrought. 
Though all generations have, each in there order, been 
accommodated by its productions ; though all nations 
under heaven are, to this very day, ſupplied by its li- 
beralities, it fill continues inexhauſted. Is a reſource, 
always new; a magazine, never to be drained. 

As this is a property very remarkable, and unſpeak- 
-ably valuable, it deſerves our more particular regard. 
Was it reverſed, what would become of the world, 
both rational, animal, and vegetable ?—In commerci- 
al affairs, ſury is looked upon as the canker of an 
eltate. A corroding worm, which eats into the heart, 
and conſumes the very vitals, of our ſubſtance. The 
earth borrows immenſe ſums yearly. "Theſe the repays 
with an intereſt prodigiouſly large, almoſt incredible. 
Yet is ſhe never impoveriſhed. Or if impoveriſhed in 
ſome degree, the repoſe. of a ſingle year, with a little 
cultivation from the owner, is ſuthcient for the repara- 
tion of all her loſſes.— Old age weakens the molt vigo- 
rous animals. Even the hardielt oaks are impaired by 
time. A ſtate of barrenneis and decay awaits them 
all; and admits, neither of prevention, nor of remedy. 
But the earth, which is the mother and the nurſe of us 
all, is ſubje& to none of theſe infirmities. She is now 
almoſt fix thouſand years old, yet diſcovers no ſign of 
a broken conſtitution, nor any one ſymptom of exhau/?- 
ed ſtrength. In ſpring, ſhe blooms like a virgin; in 
furamer ſhe ſparkles like a bride/; in-autumn, the teems 
Uke a matron. If grey hairs ſeem to be upon her, du- 
ring the wintry months; the is fare to drop them, when 
the froſts are gone, aud the ſun approaches. She ne- 
ver fails, at that ſeaſon, to reaſſume all the graces, 

and 


* 
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and to re- exert all the vigour of youth. — Though ſhe 
has been pregnant with thouſands and thouſands of 
vintages and harveſts; though the has ſuckled unnum- 
bered millions of green and flowery families ; her 
womb is as ſtrong and lively to conceive “, her breaſts 
are as copious and milky to nouriſh, as if ſhe was but 
juſt delivered of ber firſt-born.—To what is this un- 
equalled and never-ccaſing fertility owing ? What, but 
that mighty word, proceeding from the mouth of JE- 
HOVAH ; Mile the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and 
harveſt ſhall not ceaſe . How ſhort the decree, but 
how long and laſting its efficacy! It has reached to 
this hour; it will reach to diſtant ages; it will extend 
itſelf to the very end of time. 

The unevenne/s of the ground, far from being a ble- 
miſh or a defect; heightens its beauty, and augments 
its uſefulneſs.— Here, it is ſcooped into deep and ſhel- 
tered vales, almoſt conſtantly covered with a ſponta- 
neous growth of verdure : which, all tender and ſue- 
culent, compoſes an eaſy couch, and yields the moſt 
agreeable fodder, for-the various tribes of cattle. 
There, it is extended into a wide, open, champain 
country: which, annually repleniſhed with the huſ- 
bandman's ſeed, ſhoots into a copious harveſt. A har- 
velt, not only of that principal wheat, which ſtrength- 
ens our heart, and is the ſtaff of our life ; but of the 
appointed barley + alſo, and of various other ſorts of 


* $t, Chryſoſtom thought this a wonderful circumſtance, and 
has touched it in one of his moſt celebrated orations, Evvronooy ge 
Ts K g rr eανα, rc $45 νε,E]]d̃, Kati x nie οον, nN 
6 7 (nwge» x&laoxivarti;, glu; wiv r wy Tis 7 
Pubs vero Fas ur feine avins nenne rect er Tixl87x 
Xgovev. Ardgiavr. 6+ | : 


'+ Gen. viii. 22. 


+ Iſai. xxviii. 25. Theron adopts our received tranſlation. 
Which ſeems, like the trumpet giving an uncertain ſound, to per- 
plex, rather than inform. We know not what to underſtand by 
the word appointed, when uſed in this connection. Whereas, the 
true interpretation of the original, is, I think, as follows ; Tye» 
Wha ron 2302. Et horde ſignala eft & gue meta ſua, A pro- 
fer place is aſſigned bath for the barley and the rye. : 
"ORE. grain; 
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ain. Which yield an excellent food for our animals; 
a id either enable them to diſpatch our drudgery, or 
elſe fatten their fleth for our tables. 

The furrows, obedient to the will of man, vary their 
produce . They bring forth a crop of tall, flexile, 
fender plants 1: whoſe thin filmy coat, dried, attenu- 
ated, and ſkilſully manufactured, transforms itſelf in- 
to ſome of the molt neceſſary accommodations of lite, 
and genteeleſt embei{i/>ments of ſociety.—lIt is wove in- 
to ample volumes of cloth; which, fixed to the maſt, 
gives wings to our ſhips, and watt them to the extre- 
mities of the ocean.—lt is twilted into vaſt lengths of 
cordage ; which add nerves to the crane, and lend fi- 
news to the pulley ; or elſe, adhering to the anchor, 
they faſten the veſſel even on the fluctuating element, 
and ſecure its ſtation even amidſt driving tempeſts.— 
It furniſhes the ducheſs with her coſtly head-dreſs, and 
delicately fine raffles. No leſs itrong than neat, it ſup- 
plies the plowman with his coarſe frock, and the ſailor 
with his clumſy trowſers. Its fibres, arttully ranged 
by the operations of the loom, cover our tables with a 


cheriſhing warmth. - On this the painter ipreads the 
colours, which enchant the eye; in this the merchant 
packs the wares, which enrich the world. 

Yonder, the Hille, like a grand amphitheatre, ariſe. 
Amphitheatre ! All the pompous works of Roman 
magnificence, are leis than mole-banks, are mere coc- 
kle-thells, compared with thoſe . majeltic. elevations of 
the earth. Some clad with mantling vines ; - ſome 
crowned with towering cedars ; ſome ragged with miſ- 
ſhapen rocks, or yawning with ſubterraneous dens. 
Whoſe rough and inaccetible craggs, whoſe hideous 
and gloomy cavities, are not only a continual refuge 
tor the wild goats, but have often proved an aſylum to 

a * +2 

+ One may venture to ſay of the carth, with regard to its vege- 

table operation; | BO. the #1 | 
Omnia transformat ſeſe in miracula rerum. 


j Flax and hemp, 


perſecuted 


graceful elegance, and ſurround our bodies with a 


4 g. 
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perſecuted merit “, and a ſafeguard to the moſt valu- 
able lives. 

At a greater diſtance, the mountains lift their frozen 
brows, or penetrate the clouds with their aſpiring 

aks. Their frozen brows arreſt the roving, and con- 
denſe the rarified vapours . Their ſtony bowels, form- 
ed into caverns, collect the dripping treaſures, and 
ſend them abroad, in gradual communications, by 
trickling ſprings. While their ſteep ſides precipitate the 
watery ſtores; rolling them on with ſuch a forcible im- 
pulſe , that they never intermit their unwearied 
courſe, till they have ſwept through the moſt extenſive 
climes, and regained their native ſeas. * 

The vineyard ſwells into a profuſion of eluſters: ſome 
tinged with the deepeſt purple, and delicately clouded 
with aznre : ſome, clad with a whitiſh tranſparent ſkin, 
which ſhews the tempting kernels, lodged in luſcious 
nectar.— The vine requires a ſtrong reflection of the 
ſan-beams, and a very large proportion of warmth. 
How commodiouſly do the hills and mountains mini- 
ſter to this purpoſe ! May we not call thoſe vaſt decli- 
vities, the garden-walls of nature? Which, far more ef- 


To David, from Saul's malice; to Elijah, from ſezebel's ven- 
geance; to many of the primitive Chriſtians, from the rage of per- 
ſecuting emperors : they wandered in deſerts and in mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth. Heb. xi. 38. 

| + Therefore ſtyled - Nimboſa cacumi na montis. VIRG. 

It is obſervable, that the largeſt rivers in the world, thoſe which 
roll the heavieſt burden of waters, and perform the moſt extenſive 
circuit through the nations, generally take their riſe from moy=- 
tains. The Rhinc, the Rhone, and the Po, all deſcend from the 
Alps. The Tygris dcrives its rapid flood from the everlaſting 
ſnows, and ſtcep ridges of Niphates. And, to mention but one 
more inſtance, the river Amazons, which pours itſelf through a 
multitude of provinces, and waters near eighteen hundred leagues 
of land, has its urn in the caverns, and its impetus from the preci- 
pices of that immenſe range of hills, the Andes. 

If the reader is inclined to ſee the origin and formation of rivers 
deſcribed, in all the ſublimity of diction, and with all the graces of 
poetry, he may find this entertainment in Mr. Thomſon's Au- 
tumn, lin. 781. laſt edit. | 


Amazing ſcene ! behold, the glaomt diſcloſe : 
I ſee the rivers in their _ beds ! 
Deep, deep I hear them, lab' ring to get free! &e. 


Vox. II. L ſectually 
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ſectually than the moſt coſtly glaſſes, or moſt artſul 
green-houſes, concenter the ſolar heat, and complete 
the maturity of the grape. Diſtending it with a li- 
quor of the fineſt ſcent, the moſt agreeable reliſh, and 

e moſt exalted qualities: ſuch as diſſipate ſadneſs, and 
inſpire vivacity : ſuch as make glad the heart of man, 
and moſt ſweetly prompt, both his gratitude and his 
duty, to the munificent GIVER.—I grieve, and [ 
'bluth for my fellow-creatures, that any ſhould 40. 
this indulgence of heaven. That any ſhould turn 10 
valuable a gift of GOD into a deteſtable inſtrument of 
ſin! Should turn the moſt exhilarating of cordials into 
poiſon, madneſs, and death. 

The K&itchen-garden preſents us with a new train of 
benefits, In its blooming ornaments, what unaſſected. 
beauty! In its culinary productions, what diverſified 
riches ! It ripens a multitude of nutrimental eſculents, 
and almoſt an equal abundance of medicinal herbs, di- 
ſtributing reſreſhments to the healthy, and adminiſter. 
ing remedies to the ſick, —The orchard, all fair and rud- 
dy, and bowing down beneath its own delicious bur- 
den, gives us a freſh demonitration of our CREA- 
TOR's kindneſs; regales us firlt with all the delicacies 
of ſummer- fruits, next with the more laſting ſucceſſion 
of autumnal dainties. 

What is nature but a ſeries of wonders, and a find 
of delights! That ſuch a variety of fruits, fo beautiful- 
Jy coloured, and ſo elegantly ſhaped ; ſo charmingly 
flavoured, and enriched with ſuch admirable juices ; 
ſhould ariſe from the earth! than which nothing is 
more inſipid, ſordid, and deſpicable.— l am ftruck, 
with pleaſing aſtoniſhment, at the cane of theſe fine et- 
fe&ts! I am no leſs ſurpriſed at the manner of bringing 
them into exiſtence. I take a walk in my garden, or a 
turn through my orchard, in the month of December. 
'There ſtand ſeveral logs of wood ; ſome, of ſtately 
height, and diffufive ſpread ; others, contracted into 
dwarts, or diſpoſed along the eſpalier. All, naked and 
unornamented ; all, faſtened to the ground, and nei- 
ther endned with ſenſe, nor capable of motion; no hu- 
man hand will touch them; no human aid will ſuccour 
them. Yet, in a little time, they are beautified with 

£ | bloſſoms ; 
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bloſſoms ; after which, they are covered with leaves ; 
and at laſt they are loaded with mellow treaſures ; with 
the downy peach, and the polithed plum ; with the 
muſky apricot, and the juicy pear ; with the cherry, 
and its coral pendants, glowing through lattices of 


green, 
—and, dark 


Benzath her ample leaf, the luſcious fig. 


I have wondered at the ſtructure of my watch; won- 
dered more at the deſcription of the filk-mills; molt of 
all at the account. of thoſe prodigious engines invented 
by Archimedes. But what are all the inventions of all 
the geometricians and mechanics in the world, com- 
pared with theſe inconceivably nice automata * of na- 
ture! Theſe /e/operating machines diſpatch their buſi - 
neſs with a punctuality that never miſtakes, with a dex- 
terity that cannot be equalled. In ſpring, they clothe 
themſelves with ſuch unſtudied but exquiſite finery, as 
far exceeds the embroidery of the needle, or the la- 
bours of the loom. In autumn, they preſent us with 
ſuch a collation of ſweetmeats, and ſuch blandiſhments 
of taſte, as ſurpaſs whatever the moſt critical luxury 
could prepare, or the moſt lavith fancy imagine.—So 
that thoſe coarſe and ſenſeleſt logs firſt decorate the di- 
vine creation, then perform the honours of the table. 
It, amidit theſe ordinary productions of the earth, 


600 appears fo great in counſel, and fo mighty in work fy 


HAulom ila, or ſelf-operating machines; not meant to ſet aſide the 
ſuperintendency of Providence, but only to exclude the co- opera- 
tion of man. - 

The word av)oualy is uſed by our MASTER; is a very fine, 
and moſt expreſſive word; for which reaſons, I have ventured to 
give it a kind of Englith naturalization. It ſignifies, ſays a Greek 
ſcholiaſt, rag enναν,jGs, as xar Nn tte. Sce Mark iv. 
28. —It is an explication of that remarkable phraſe, which occurs 
in the Moſaic hiftory of the creation, mwy5 E5x x02 WK Gen, 
ii 3. Which GOD created and made, appears tautological, and is by 
no means an exact tranſtation. It ſhould rather be interpreted, 
Which GOD created in order to make; to make, by theſe prolific in- 
ſtruments and producing principles, a continual ſucceſſion of ani- 
mals, vegetables, and creatures. | 

IT Jer, xxxii. 19. 
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what may we expect to ſee amidſt the palaces of heaven; 
among the hierarchies of angels; and in that wonder- 
ful REDEEMER, who is, beyond all other objects, 
beyond all other manifeſtations, the wiſdom of GOD, 
and the power of GOD +. £8 | 

The foreft rears myriads of maſſy bodies; which, 
though neither gay with bloſſoms, nor rich with fruits, 
ſupply us with ornaments, far more durable than the 
former ; with benefits, far more valuable than the lat- 
ter. They ſupply us with timber of various kinds, and 
of every deſirable quality tf. — But who ſhall cultivate 
ſuch huge trees, diffuſed over ſo vaſt a ſpace? The toil 
were endleſs ; the taſk impoſſible. See therefore the 
all- wiſe and eyer-gracious ordination of Providence! 
They are ſo conſtituted, that they have no need of the 
ſpade, the pruning-knife, or the watering- pot. Nay, 
the little ſervices of man would diminiſh, rather than 
augment, their dignity and their uſefulneſs. The more 
they are neglected, the better they thrive, ſcorning, as 
it were, to be dependent on any hand but the divine, 
and ſpeaking, by their own native grandeur, the tran- 
ſcendent greatneſs of their PLANTER *. 

When telled by the axe, they are fawed into beams, 
and ſuſtain the roofs of our houſes. They are faſhioned 
mto carriages, and ſerve for the conveyance of the hea- 
vieſt loads. Their ſubſtance ſo pliant, that they yield 
to the chizzel of the turner, and are ſmoothed by the 
Plane cf the joiner ; are wrought into the niceſt diminu- 
tions of ſhape, and compoſe tome of the fineſt branches 


of houſhold- furniture. Their texture ſo ſolid, that they 


a + x Cor. i. 24. 

4 Tully has given us an abridgment of all the preceding particu- 
lars; which, I think, is one of the fineſt landſcapes, in miniature, 
that the deſcriptive pen ever drew. Terra wniverſa cernalur, veſtila 
floribus, berbis, arboribus, frugibus ; quorum omnium iucredibilis mul- 
titudo inſatiabili varietate diſtinguitur. Adde huc fontium gelidas 
perennilates, ligquores perlucides amnium, riparum veſtitus viridiſſimss, 
ſpeluncarum concavas allitudines, ſaxorum aſperitates, impendentium 
moutium altitudines, immenſjutateſque camporum. De Nat. Decor. 
| Lib. II. 

.* Chryſoſtom, making mention of trees, ſays; Ta fat yg die 
Ts xagns, r N dia Tv py, Ta I; N Ts XAXAK;, ab- 
h TY Toura1 Tyr whnyar, 
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form the moſt im portant parts of thoſe mighty engines z 


which, adapting themſelves to the play of mechanic 
powers, diſpatch more work in a ſingle hour, than 
could otherwitfe be accomplithed in many days. At the 
fame time, their preſſure is ſo /izt, that they float up- 
on the waters, and glide along the ſurface almoſt with 
as much agility, as the. ftany fry glance through the 
deep. Thus, while they impart magnificence to archi- 
tecture, and beſtow numberleſs conveniencies on the 
family, they conſtitute the very baſis of navigation, and 
give life to our domeſtic trade, give being to the com- 
merce of nations. | 

Amidſt the inacceſſible receſſes of the foreſt, an ha- 
bitation is aſſigned to thoſe ratenous beaits, whoſe ap- 
pearance would be frightful, aud their neighbourhood 
dangerous. There the ſternly majeſtic hon rouſes him- 
felf from his den, ſtalks through the midnight-ſhades, 
and awes the ſavage herds with his roar. There the 
fiery tyger ſprings upon his prey, and the gloomy bear 
trains up her whelps. There the ſwift leopard ranges, 
the grim wolf prowls, and both in queſt of murder and 
blood. Were theſe horrid animals to dwell in our 
fields, what have would they make? What conſterna- 
tion would they ſpread ? To prevent ſuch miſchievous 
conſequences, the almighty RULER faith, I have made 
the wilderneſs their houſe, and the barren land their del- 
ling“. In obedience to this decree, they banith them- 
ſelves from the ſeat of ſociety, and from the ſcenes of 
fertility. They even bury themſelves in the deepeſt ſo- 
litudes of the deſert ; while the ox, the horſe, and the 
ſerviceable quadrupeds, live under our inſpection, and: 
keep within our call, profiting us as much by their pre- 
fence, as the others oblige us by their abſence. 

If, at any time, thoſe ſhaggy monſters make an ex- 
curſion into the habitable world, it is when man retires: 
to his chamber, and ſleeps in ſecurity.. The ſun, which 
invites other creatures abroad, gives them a ſignal and 
a command to retreat. The ſun ariſeth, and they get 
them away, and lay them down in their dens F. Strange ! 


that the orient light, which is ſo pleaſing to us, ſhould. 


® Job xxxix. 6. + Pal. civ. 22. 
L 3 ſtrike 
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ſtrike ſuch terror on them! ſhould, more effectually 
than a legion of guards, put them all ro flight, and 
clear the country of thoſe formidable enemies! 

If we turn our thoughts to the atmoſphere, we find a 
moſt curious and exquiſite apparatus of air ; which, be- 
canſe no object of our ſight, is ſeldom obſerved, and 
little regarded, yet is a ſource of innumerable advanta- 
ges. And all theſe advantages are fetched (which is 
almoſt incredible) from the very jaws of ruin. My 
meaning may be obſcure, therefore I explain myſelf. 

We live plunged, if I may fo ſpeak, in an ocean of 
air; whoſe preſſure, upon a perſon of moderate ſize, is 
equal to the weight of twenty thouſand pounds. Tre- 
mendous conſideration ! Should the cieling of a room, 
or the roof of a houſe, fall upon us with half that force, 
v hat deſtructive effects muſt enſue. Such a force would 
infallibly drive the breath from our lungs, or break eve- 
ry bone in our bodies. Vet, ſo admirably has the di- 
vine wiſdom contrived this aerial fluid, and fo nicely 
counterpoiſed its dreadful power, that we receive nct 
the ſlighteſt hurt; we ſuffer no manner of inconveni- 
ence ; we even enjoy the load. Inſtead of being as a 
mountain on our loins, it is like wings to our feet, or 
like ſinews to our limbs.— Is not this common ordination 
of Providence, thus confidered, ſomewhat like the mi- 
racle of the burning buſh, whoſe tender and combuſti- 
ble ſubſtance, thongh in the midſt of flames, was nei- 
ther conſumed nor injured “? Is it not almoſt as mar- 
vellous as the prodigy of the three Hebrew youths, 
who walked in the fiery furnace, without having a hair 
of their heads ſinged, or ſo much as the ſmell of fire 
paſling on their garments + ?—Surely, we have reaſon 
to fay unto GOD, 0! how terrible, yet how beneficent, 
art thou in thy works ! 

The air, though too weak to ſupport cur flight, is a 
thoroughfare for innumerable wings. Here the whole 
commonwealth of birds take up their abode. Here they 
lodge and expatiate beyond the reach of their adverſa- 
Ties. Were they to run upon the earth, they would 
be expoſed to ten thouſand dangers, without proper 


® Exod. iii. 2, + Dan. iii. 27, 


ſtrength 
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ſtrength to refiſt them, or ſufficient ſpeed to eſcape 
them: whereas, by mounting the ſkies, and /i/ting 
themſelves up on high, they are ſecure from peril, they 
ſeern the horſe and his rider .—Some of them perching 
upon the bonghs, others ſoaring amidſt the firmament, 
entertain us with their tes; which are muſical and 
agreeable ||, when heard at this convenient diſtance, 
but would be noiſy and importunate, if brought near 
to our ears. Here, many of thoſe feathered families 
reſide, which yield us a delicious treat, yet give us no 
trouble, put us to no expence, and, till the moment 
we want them, are wholly out of our way, 

The air, commiſſioned by its all-bountiful AU- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the adminiſtration of ſeve- 


ral offices, which are perfectly obliging, and no leſs ſer- 


viceable to mankind, Co- operating with our Jungs, it 
ventilates the blood, and refines our fluids. It qualifies 
and attempers the vital warmth ; promotes and exalts 
the animal ſecretions. ——Many days we might live, or 
even whole months, without the light of the ſun, or the 
8 of a ſtar: Whereas, if we are deprived only 
or a few minutes of this acrial ſupport, we ſicken, we 
faint, we die. The ſame univerſal nurſe has a conſider- 
able thare, in cheriſhing the ſeveral tribes of plants. It 
helps to transfuſe vegetable vigour into the trunk of the 
oak, and a blooming gaiety into the {ſpread of the roſe. 
The air undertakes to convey to our noſtrils the ex- 
tremely ſubtle efuvia, which trauſpire from odoriſerous 
bodies. Thoſe detached particles are fo imperceptibly 
ſmall, that they would elude the moit careful hand, or 
eſcape the nicelt eye. But this truſty depoſitary receives 
aud eſcorts the inviſible vagrants, without loſing fo 
much as a ſingle atom; entertaining us by this means 


with the delightful ſenſations, which ariſe from the fra- 


Job xxxix. 18. 


| Muſical and agre:abte=- Of this kind are almoſt all their notes; 
formed to charm the car, and inſpire delight. If indeed the turtle 
is melancholy, and the raven folemn, they are only like the baſe in 
a concert, or as difcords judiciouſly intermingled in a fine picce of 
muſic; which makes me wonder, that Horace, ſpeaking of theſe 


ſprightly ſongſters, and their pleaſing karmony, ſhould fay ; 


Queruntur in Heis aves. 
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grance of flowers, and admonithing us, by the tranſ- 
miſſion of offenſive ſmells, to withdraw from an un- 
wholeſome ſituation, or beware of any pernicious food, 
The air, by its undulating motion, conducts to our 
ear all the diverſities of ſound, and thereby diſcharges 
the duty of a molt ſeaſonable and faithful monitor. As 
I walk acrols the ſtreets of London, with my eye en- 
gaged on other objects, a dray, perhaps with all its 
load, 1s driving down directly upon me : or, as I ride 
along the road, muſing and unapprehenſive, a charict 
and fix is whirling on, with a rapid career, at the heels 
of my horſe. The air, like a vigilant friend, in pain 
for my welfare, immediately takes the alarm, and, 
while the danger is at a conſiderable diſtance, diſpatches 
a courier to advertiſe me of the approaching miſchief. 
It even thunders in my ear, and, with a clamorous but 
kind importunity, urges me to be upon my guard, and 
provide for my ſafety. 
The air watts to our ſenſe all the modulations of 14- 
fic, and the more agreeable entertainments of refined 
converſation. When Myrtilla ſtrikes the filver ſtrings, 
and teaches the willing harpſichord to warble with her 
CREATOR's praiſe : when her ſacred ſonata warms 
the heart with devotion, and wings our deſires to hea- 
ven.—When Cleora tunes her ſong, or the nightingale 
nnitates her enchanting voice: when ſhe heightens eve- 
ry melodious note, with her adored REDEEMER's 
name; and ſo ſmooths her charming tones, ſo breathes 
her rapturous ſoul, that GOD's own ear liſtens de- 
& lighted.” — When wiſdom takes its ſeat on Mitio's 
tongue, and flows, in perſpicuous periods, and inſtruc- 
tive truths, amidſt the choſen circle of his acquaintance. 
When benevolence, aſſociated with perſuaſion, dwell 
on Nicander's lips; and plead the cauſe of injured in- 
nocence, or oppreſſed virtue. When goodneſs, ger 
with happineſs, accompany Euſebius into the pulpit ; 
and reclaim the libertine from the ſlavery of his vices ; 
diſengage the infidel from the faſcination of his prejudi- 
ces; and fo affectionately, ſo pathetically invite the 
whole audience, to partake the unequalled joys of pure 
religion.— In all theſe caſes, the air diſtributes every mu- 
ſical variation with the utmoſt exactneſs, and delivers 
the ſpeaker's meſſage with the molt punctual fidelity. 
| Whereas, 
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Whereas, without this internuntio, all would be ſullen 
and unmeaning ſilence. We ſhould loſe both the plea- 
ſure and the profit ; neither be charmed with the har- 
monious, nor improved by the articulate accents. 

The air, when vague and unconfined, is ſo very 
gentle, that it ſports, with the moſt inoifenfive wan- 
tonneſs, amidſt Ophelia's locks, and ſcarce difadjuits a 
ſingle curl. But, whenzcolle&ted and applied by the con- 
trivance of man, it acts with ſuch prodigious force, as is 
ſufficient to whirl round the hugeſt wheels, though clog- 
ged with the moſt incumbering loads. It makes the 
ponderous mill-itones move as ſwiftly as the dancer's 
| heel; and the maſſy beams play as nimbly as the muſi- 
cian's finger. 

It we climb, in ſpeculation, the higher regions, we 
find an endleſs ſucceſſion of clouds, fed by evaporations 
from the ocean.— The clouds are themſelves a kind of 
ocean, ſuſpended in the air with amazing ſkill. They 
travel, in detached parties, and in the quality of i- 
nerant ciſterns, round all the terreſtrial globe. They 
fructify, by proper communications of moiſture, the 
ſpacious paſtures of the wealthy; and gladden, with no 
leſs liberal ſhowers, the cottager's little ſpot. Nay, ſo 
condeſcending is the benignity of their great PRO- 
PKIETOR, that they /atis/5 the deſolate and waſte, 
ground; and cauſe, even in the moſt uncultivated wilds, 
the bud of the tender herb to ſpring forth *. That the na- 
tives of the lonely deſert, thoſe ſavage herds which 
know no maſter's ſtall, may neverthelels experience the 
care, and rejoice in the bounty of an all- ſupporting 
PARENT. | 

How wonderful ! that the water, which is much 
denſer and far heavier than the air, ſhould riſe into it, 
make its way through it, and take a ſtation in the 
very uppermolt regions of it! This, one would ima- 
pine, were almoſt as impoſſible, as for the rivers to run 

ack to their ſource. Yet Providence has contrived a 
way, to render it not only practicable, but matter of 
continual occurrence. 

How wonderful! That pendent lakes ſhould be diffu- 
ſed, or /iquid mountains heaped over our heads; and 


* Job xXXILViii. 27. both 
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both ſuſtained in the thinnelt parts of the atmoſphere ! 
We little think of that ſurpriſing expedient, which, 
without conduits of ttone, or veſſels of brais, keeps 
ſuch loads of water in a buoyant ſtate. Job and Elihu 
conſidered this, and were {truck with holy admiration, 
Dai thou know the balancings of the clouds? How ſuch 
ponderous bodies are made to hang with an even poiſe, 
and hover like the lighteſt down? Theſe are the 497: 
drous works of HIM, who is perfect in knowledge * He 
bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud, 
though nothing is more looſe and fluctuating, becomes, 
by his almighty order, ſtrong and tenacious as caſks of 
iron; it ig not rent f under all the weight. 

When the ſluices are opened, and the waters de- 
ſcend, we might reaſonably ſuſpect, that they would ruſh 
down in cataracts, more rapid and impetuous than the 
mountain torrent. Thus would they be dreadfully per- 
nicious. They would deſtroy every thing where they 
happened to fall, and leave other parts of the ground 
deltitute of neceſſary moiſture. —W hereas, now, inſtead 
of ſuch a diſorderly and precipitate effuſion, they coaleſce 
into globules, and are diſpenſed in gentle ſhowers. They 
are often attenuated into. the ſinallneſs of a hair ; they 
ſpread themſelves, as if they were ſtrained through the 
orifices of the fineſt watering-pot ; and form thoſe ſmall 
drops of rain, which the claudi diſtil upan man abundant- 
ty ||. Thus, inſtead of drowning the earth, and ſweep- 
ing away its fruits, they cheriſh univerſal nature; and, 
in conformity to the practice of their great MASTER, 
diſtribute their humid ſtores to men, to animals and 
vegetables, as they are alle ts bear them). 

Beſides the reſervoirs of water, here are cantoned 
various parties of “ie, mild or fierce, gentle or boiſ- 
terous. Furniſhed with breezy wings, to fan the glow- 
ing firmament, and diffuſe refreſhment on a faintin 
world: or elſe, fitted to act as an univerſal % 2 o 


fob xxxvii. 16. + Job xxvi. 8. 


t The Eebrew words, which conyey the idea of gentle rain, ſig- 
nify a portiou of water, made ſmall as a hair, or divided into mi- 
lions of parts, 222M Buy Deut. xxxii. 2. 


| Job xxxvi. 28. & Mark iv. 33. 
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by ſweeping the chambers of the atmoſphere, to pre- 
ſerve the tine acrial fluid free from feculencies. With- 
out this wholeſome agency of the winds, the air would 
ſtagnate; would ſoou become putrid ; and ſurround us, 
in the literal ſenſe of the words, with darkneſs that might 
be felt ** London, Paris, and all the great cities in 
the world, initead of being the ſeats of elegance, would 
degenerate into ſinks of corruption. 

. the inhabitants of Jamaica or Japan, let the na- 
tives of Guinea or Peru, expreſs the value of this ele- 
mentary gift. How could they ſubſiſt, in thoſe torrid 
regions, without this belt of viſitants, the cool diurnal 
breeze? Alas! how would their blood boil ; how would 
their ſpirits fail; and their /trength be dried up like a pot- 
Herd! Without this ſalutary breeze, the air would be 
liquid fire; their houſes the reſidence of fevers; and 
their clime, as it were, the ante-chamber to hell. But 
the freſh and ſprightly gales conſtantly rife with the- 
riſing ſun; and ply the fan, without intermiſſion, a- 
round both men and beaſts. This qualifies and tem- 
pers the otherwiſe intolerable heat; this ſheds comfort, 
and ſupports health ; this is, amidſt their burning a- 
bodes, the very balm of life. Not all the aromatic o- 
dours, nor all the ambroſial ſweets of thoſe fruitful 
iſlands, are half ſo agreeable to the taſte or the ſmell, 
as theſe gales are recreating and grateful to the lungs. 
And what—Ah! what were all the ivory and the gold 
of thoſe wealthy continents ! how dim their luſtre! 
how inſignificant their traffic! if ſeparated from this 
incomparably better commerce with the ever-undulat- 
ing iky?—Yet there is one ſpecies of commerce, one 
kind of ſacred intercourſe, preferable, infinitely prefera- 
ble even to theſe ſweet, ſovereign, elementary refreſh- 
ments. The church ſeems to pant and gap after it, 
as a thirſty land. Her wants I feel, and her wiſhes I 
adopt. Awake, O north-auind, and come thou ſouth-aind; 
come, thou all-reviving, all-enlivening SPIRIT, and 
blow upon my garden, or rather upon the poor, parched, 
barren deſert of my ſoul; that the ſpices, or jome ſa- 
your of rightcouſneſs and true holineſs, may flow out. 


® Exod. x. 21. 
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At ſea, the winds {well the mariner's ſails, and ſpeed 
his courſe along the watery way: ſpeed it far more ef- 
fectually than a thouſand rowers, bending to their 
ſtrokes, and tugging at the oar.—By land, they per- 
form the office of an immenſe ſeed- man, and ſcatter a- 
broad the reproductive principles of a, multitude of 
plants; which, though the ſtaff of life to many ani- 
mals, are too ſmall for the management, or too mean 
For the attention of man. GOD bringeth the winds out 
of his treaſuries*, is a very juſt and edifying obſerva- 
tion. Whether we conſider it as a deſcription of his 
abſolute and uncontrollable dominion over this potent 
meteor; He bringeth, he maketh it come ; like fome tame 
ſequacious animal, which hearkens to a word, or obeys 
the nod. Or whether we contemplate the welcome and 
kindly influence of the meteor itſelf, on all the face of 
nature; he bringeth it, not from the armoury, where 
the weapons of vengeance are depoſited, but from +1; 
treaſuries, whence proceeded the convenient, the bene- 
ficial, and the deſirable. | | 
Here are /ightnings ſtationed. » Though dormant at 
preſent, they are in act to ſpring, and launch the livid 
flame, whenever their piercing flaſh is negeffary. Ne- 
ceſſary to deſtroy the ſulphureous and peltilential va- 
pours; or to NN thoſe floating dregs, which might 
corrupt the purity o 


ſtupendous operations of JEHOVAH!) is engendered 
by the coldeſt of elements. That blazing bolt, which 


flame, which melts the bars of ſteel with a touch; are 
the offspring of water, and iſſue from the womb of a 
cloud. HE maketh lightnings +, ſaith the inſpired phi- 
Joſopher, not as an efflux from the ſun; but (amazing 
aſſociation!) as an appendage or concomitant hr 7he 
Fam... -  - r 

In the magnificent arch of the ſky, is ſituated a ra- 
giant orb, which enlightens the tracts, cheers the inha- 
bitants, and colours all the productions of this habitable 


* Pal, ex Mv. 7. _ + Did. 
: globe. 


the ether, and obſcure its more than 
cryſtalline tranſparency.—This fierceſt of fires (ſee the 


cleaves the foreſt oaks with a ſtroke ; that penetrating - 
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globe. The air, by a ſingular addreſs in managing 
the rays, amplifies their uſefulneſs; its refe&ing *® power 
augments that heat, which is the life of nature; its re- 
frating power prolongs that ſplendour, which is the 
beauty of the creation.— Theſe emanations of light, 
though formed of inactive matter, yet (aſtoniſhing apa- 
ratus of eternal wiſdom!) are refined almoſt to the /- 
filty of ſpirit, and are ſcarce inferior even to thought in 
ſpeed. By which means, they ſpread themſelves, with 
a kind of inſtantaneous ſwiftnefſs, through the circum- 
ference of a whole hemiſphere; and though they fill, 
wherever they pervade, yet they ſtraiten no place, em- 
barraſs no one, incumber nothing. 

Theſe give the diamond its brilliancy, and the vel- 
yet its gloſs: to theſe the cheerful eye is obliged for its 
lively ſparkle, and the modeſt cheek for its roſy bluſh. 
Theſe, attending the judicious touches of the pencil, 
bid the drapery flow, and the embodied figure riſe, bid 
the countenance wear the calm ſerenity of thought, or 
be agitated with the wild tranſports of paſſion. —With- 
out this circumſtance of colour, we ſhould want all the 
entertainments of viſion, and be at a loſs to diſtinguiſh 
one thing from another. We ſhould hefitate to pro- 
nounce, and muſt take a little journey to determine, 
whether yonder incloſure contains a piece of paſturage, 
or a plot of arable land. We ſhould queſtion, and could 
not very expeditioully reſolve, whether the next perſon 


The air is a curious cover, which, without — the in- 
habitants of the earth with any perceivable weight, confines, re- 
fleas, and thereby increaſes the vivifying heat of the ſun. The air 
increaſes this kindly beat, mach in the fame manner as our gar- 
ments by day, or bed-clothes by night, give additional warmth 
to our bodies.—Whereas, when the atrial veſtment grows thin, 
or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, when the air comes leſs in 

vantity, and more attenuated in quality, the ſolar warmth is very 
ſeofibly diminiſhed. Travellers on the lofty mountains of Ameri- 
ca ſometimes experience, to their terrible coſt, the truth of this ob- 


\ ſervation. Though the clime, at the foot of thoſe prodigious hills, is 


even hot and ſultry; yet, on their ſummits, the cold rages with ſuch 
exeeſſive ſeverity, that it is no unuſual calamity for the horſe and his 
rider to be frozen to death. We have therefore great reaſon to bleſs 
the ſupreme DISPOSER of things, for placing us in the commodioug 
roncavity, or rather under the cheriſhing wings of an atmoſphere. 


"JJ 'Vol, II. : ; M : wh 
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we meet, be a ſoldier in his regimentals, or a ſwain in 
his holiday ſuit: a bride in her ornaments, or a widow 
in her weeds. But colour, like a particular livery, cha- 


raQerizes the claſs to which every individual belongs. 


It is the label which indicates, upon the firſt inſpec- 
tion, its reſpective quality. It is the ticket, which guides 
our choice, and directs our hand “*. 

The fun, I faid, was /tuated: but it is rather itine- 
rant than reſident. It paſſes through the firmament 
and, having ſupplied us with light for ſeveral hours, 
carries day into the other hemiſphere.—What then 
{ſhall we do, when the fountain of light is ſealed, or its 
communications are with-held A ſupply is provided, 
The ſtars appear, like thouſands of flaming torches, 
Chiefly the moon, at certain ſeaſons, ſucceeds to the 
office of furniſhing us with the welcome bleſſing. But 
the moon is a dark body. How then can it impart, 
what it does not poſſeſs? Providence, infinitely rich in 
contrivances, has found out a method. Than which 
nothing can be more ſimple, yet nothing more effectu- 
al. Ide moon, being at -a proper diſtance, receives 
and reflects the rays of the ſun, Which are fo ſtrong in 
themſelves, that they reach, even in their reverberated 
direction, as far as our globe: yet are rendered, by 
this reflection, ſoft and gentle; inſomuch, that they 
afford us a moſt commodious and cheering illumination; 
ſuch as qualifies the horrors of darkneſs, without any 


» This, I believe, ſuggeſts the trne ſenſe of thoſe nable ſimili- 
tudes, uſed by the divine Speaker. It is turned as clay io the ſcol. 
ad they ſtand as 4 garment. It, the earth and all its productions, re- 
oeives from the riling ſun, both colour and beauty. Juſt as the ſoft 
clay, and the melting wax, reccive an elegant impreſſion from the 
ſeal. —They (the morning and the day-ſpring, mentioned in a pre- 
ceding verſe) and as a garment; they act the part of a mapnih- 
cent and univerſe] clothing; give all viſible objects their comcly 
«ſpe, and graceful diſtinftions. go XXXxViil. 14. =} 
What images are here! How bold; and how fre! The ſea had 
been deſeribed as an infant before the ALMIGHTY. Like an in- 
fant, changeable, froward, and impetuous, with thick darkneſs for 
its ſwaddling-band. Ihe Bight is repreſented as an hand- maid, attend- 
jag to dreſs the creation; and executing the CREATOR's orders, 
— a punctuality that never {:ils, with a ſpeed that cannot be equ. l- 


* 85 „„ _  MAmninution, 
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diminution of its compoſing nature, and ſoporiferous 
influence.— Thus the ſun lightens us, by the interven- 
tion of the moon, When he is departed many degrees 
beyond our ſight. | 
We have curſorily ſurveyed the upper rooms oi our 
great habitation, and taken a turn along the ground- 
floor; if we deſcend into the ſnbterrancous lodgments, 
the cellars of the ſtately ſtructure, we ſhall there allo 
find the moit exquiſite contrivance, acting in concert 


cacy in medicine: which rectiſy 


nerali, of ſovereign e 


which cften rekindle the fading bloom in the virgin's 


complexion, and reinvigorate the enfeebled arm of man- 


hood. Here are beds fraught with metals of the rich- 
eſt value. From hence come the golden treaſures, fron 
hence the ſilver ſtores, which are the very lite of trat- 
fic z and circulate through the body politic, as the vi- 


tal fluid through the animal frame. Which, in the re- 


fining hand ot charity, are feet to the lame, and eyes 
to the blind, and make the widow's heart ſing for joy. 

Here are mines, which yield a metal of meaner af- 
pect, but of a firmer cohction, and of ſuperior uteful- 
neſo . A metal, that conſtitutes aimolt the imple» 
ments, with which art and induſtry execute their vari- 
ous deſigns. Without the alliftance of iroz, buſinets 
would be reduced to the lowelt ebb; commerce would 
feel her wings clipped; and every ſpecies of mechanic 
ſkill, either utterly fail, or be. miſerably baffled. With- 
out the aſſiſtance of iron, it would be almoſt impoſiible 
to rear the ſteady malt, to diſplay the daring canvaſs, 


or =P the faithful anchor, Deſtitute of this ever- 
u 


needſul commodity, we ſhould have no plow to furrow 
the ſoil, no ſhuttle to traverſe the loom, ſcarce any or- 


nament for polite, or any utenſil for ordinary life. 


Here is an inexhauſted fund of combuſtible materials , 
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® Ferrumn, licet metallorum pretio ultimum, neceſſitate tamen pri- 


mum, PL 1 *. 
+ As for the earth, ſays Job, out of it cometh bread : corn, vege- 
aud whatever is good for food, ſpring from its ſurface, 
Ty M 3 : While. 


with the moſt profuſe 1 are various 


the vitiated blood, and _—_ the languid ſpirits ; 
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which ſupply the whole nation with fuel. Theſe pre- 
ſent their miniſtrations in the kitchen ; and yielding 
themſelves as aliment to the flame, render our food 
both palatible and heal hy. Theſe offer their ſervice at 
the forge; and, with their piercing heat, mollify the 
moſt ſtubborn bars, till they become pliant to the ſtroke 
of the hammer.—The coals pour themſelves likewiſe in- 
to the glaſs-houſes. They rage, amidſt thoſe aſtoniſh- 
ing furnaces, with irreſiſtible but uſeful fierceneſs. They 
liquify even the obdurate flint, and make the moſt ri- 
gid ſubſtances far more ductile, than the ſofteſt clay, or 
the melting wax: make them obſequious, not only to 
the lighteſt touch, but to the impreſſions of our very 
breat EY = 

By this means, we are furniſhed, and from the coarſ.- 
eſt ingredients, with one of the molt curious and va- 
Juable manuſactures in the world. A manufacture, 
which tranſmits the light and warmth of the ſun into 
our houſes ; yet excludes the annoyance of the rains, 
and the violence of the winds, Which gives new eyes 
to decrepit age, and vaſtly more enlarged views to phi- 
loſphy and ſcience. Which leads up the aſtronomer's 
diſcernment, even to the ſateilitet of Saturn; and car- 
Ties down the naturaliſt's obſervation; as far as the ani- 
malcule race: bringing near what is immenſely remote, 
and making viſible what, to our unaſſiſted fight, would 
be ablolutefy imperceptible. 

We have alſo, when both ſun and moon withdraw 
their ſhining, an expedient to ſupply their place. We 
can create an artifcial day in our rooms, and prolong 
our ſtudies, or purſue our buſineſs, under its cheering 
influence. With beaming tapers, and ruddy fires, we 
chaſe the darkneſs, and mitigate * the cold; we cheriih 

| conver» 


While under it, is turned up cs it were fire: its lower parts nm its 
deeper ſtrata, yield combuitible materials, which axe eafily inkin- 
dled into fire, and adminiftcr the moſt ſubſtantial fuel for the flame. 


* 
- on a : + 


I can hardly forbear tranfcribing the grateful and pious remark » 
which Socrates makes on this cceaſion. Demonſtrating, from the 
advantageous and benign conſtitution of things, GOD's indulgent 

| TO care 
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converſation, and cultivate the ſocial ſpirit: we render 
thole very intervals of time, ſome of the moit delighttut 
portions of our life, which otherwile would be a joylels 
and unimproving void. | N 

Theſe obſcure caverns are the birth- place of the moſt 
ſparkling gems ; / 9nyx-/tones ; of gliſteting ſianes, and 
all manner of precious ſtones ; which, when nicely poliſh- 
ed, advantageouily ſet, and prodigal of their luſtre, 
ſtand candidates for a place on the royal crown, or a 
ſeat on the virtuous fair one's breaſt. I will not, with 
cur men of gallantry, ſay, they emulate the living 
brilliancy of her eyes; rather they ſerve as a foil, to 
ſet off the beauties of her accomplilled mind, and amia- 
ble converſation: whoſe price, according to the uner- 
ring eſtimate of inſpiration, is ſuperior to ſapphires, 7s 
far above rubies *,—If theſe thining rarities, extracted 
from the cabinets of the earth, are an ornament to 
ſome, are they not an incitement to all ? all who have 
read thoſe animating and glorious words, They /hall be 


- a 4d 


care for mankind, he aſks; To bs xa To rug reg. 1, 111 
x#vgov e \Wuxus, truugey bs (xl us, (vrtgſor os Tr h 
* , x rea 00% οοο,Eöͤ s a10gwTo xx|arxivaelor at; 


Ns vag (132.09); e, Ie og cut ru aV0gnreo. Tar. | 


Tg%; ior K, x&|aoxivalorig;.—To which his pupil very 
intelligently replics, Trg X £6 lo SA Vid So- 
cral. Memor. Lib. IV. A work, which may be raaked among the 
fineſt remains of antiquity : Equal, it is acknowledged, to any of 
the ancient compolitions, in purity of ſtyle and diguity of tentiment 7” 
Superior, TI think, to them all, for the artful, dclicate,. and happy 
manner of .conveying ialtructon, | 
. I wiſh, the author of the preceding dialog ues had been better ac: 
quainted with the Socratic method; and I could with, that young” 
adents for the miniſtry would adopt the {kill of this beatben philo- 


ſopher. Perhaps, no qualification of human growth would more? 


eſſectually contribute to render them hat. St. Paul ſty les J- 
*g lt ſeems to be the moſt inſinualing and ſucceſsful way both to 
convince and inſtruct. Nay, it convinces the oppunent out of his- 
dun mouth, and makes the pupil inſtru bhimſelt. It is what the 
TEACHER ſent from 60D practiſed, ia thoſe incomparable 
ſketches of faithful admonition, and maſterly addreſs, the parable of 


the two debyors, and. of the good Samaritaa. Luke vü. 43. Luke 


3. 30. 
® Prov. xxxi. 1C.- 
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mine, ſaith the LORD, in the day when I make up my 
reavels 1. 

" Here are quarries, ſtocked with ones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweller's ware, but much more eminent- 
ly beneficial ; which, when properly ranged, and ce- 
mented with'a tenacious mortar, form the convenient 
abodes of peace, and build the ſtrongeſt fortifications of 
war, defending us from the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther, and the more formidable aſſaults of our enemies. 
Theſe conſtitute the arches of the bridge, which con- 
vey the traveller, with perfect ſecurity, over the decp 
and rapid ſtream, enabling both man and horſe to paſa, 
with eaſy intercourſe, from one bank of the broadelt ri- 
ver to another. Theſe give us the rocky girdles of our 
guays, and ſtrengthen the arms, the ſtupendous arms, 
of the mole 5 which ſtretch themſelves far into the ocean, 
curb the impetuoſity of the furge, and ſkreen the help- 
leſs bark, while tempeſtuous waves, like a ſavage diſap- 
pointed of its prey, ſoam, and roar, and rage around. 

Theſe ſtony treaſures Are comparatively , while 
they continue in the bowels of the earth, but acquire 
an increaling hardneſs, when expcſed to the open air. 

Was this remarkable peculiarity reverſed, what difficul- 
ties would attend the labours of the maſon ? His mate- 
rials. could not be extracted from their bed, nor faſhion- 
ed for his purpoſe, without infinite toil, Suppoſe his 
work completed, it could not long withſtand the fury 
of the elements, but, inſenfibly monldering, or inceſ- 

' fantly decaying, would elude the expectations of the 

owner; perhaps might prove an immature grave, in- 
ſtead of a durable dwelling. 

Here are vaſt /ayers of clay; which, however con 
temptible in its appearance, is abundantly more advan- 
tageous than the rocks of diamond, or the veins of gold. 
'This is moulded, with great expedition and eaſe, into 
veſſels of any ſhape, and of almoſt every ſize. Some, 
ſo delicately ine, that they compoſe the moſt elegant 
and ornamental furniture for the tea-table of a princeſs. 
Qthers, ſo remarkably cheap, that they are ranged on 
the ſhelyes, and miniſter at the meals, of the peaſaut. 


1 Mal. ili. x7. 


All 


| "| 


IJ 

, 

. 
1 
83 


Let. 6. THERON ro ASPASTO-. 139 


All ſo perfectly neat, that no liquid takes the leaſt taint» 
nor the niceſt palate any diſguſt, from their cleanly ſer- 
vices —The CREATOR, who never forgets and ne- 
ver neglects even the meaneſt of the people, has diſtri- 
buted this moſt neceſſary kind of earth in the greateſt 
abundance. It is found in every country, almoſt in 
every field. It lies near the ſurface, and is obtained 
with little labour, and with very little expence. Thus 
haſt tou, O GOD, of thy goodueſs, prepared for the pror. 
A multiplicity of other ſtores are locked up by Pro- 
vidence in thoſe. ample vaults. The 4ey of all is com- 
mitted to the management of induſiry, with free per- 
miſſion to produce each particular ipecies, as neceſſity 
ſhall demand, or prudence direct. 

Which ſhall we moſt admire, the bountiful heart, the 
liberal. hand, or the all-diſcerning eye of our great 
CKEATUR ? How obſervable, how admirable is the 
precaution, in removing theſe uſeſul but cumbrous 
wares from the ſuperficies, and ſtowing them in proper 
repoſitories or lumber-rooms beneath our feet !—Were 

they ſcattered over the ſurface, the ground would be 
_choaked and embarraſſed with the enormous heaps. Our 
roads would be blocked up, and ſcarce any portion left 
. free for the operations of huſbandry.—Were they bu- 
ried extremely deep, or ſunk to the centre of the globe, 
it would colt us immenſe pains to procure them, or ra- 
ther they would be quite inacceſſib/e,—Were they uni- 
. formly ſpread into a pavement for nature, the trees 
could not {trike their roots, nor the herbs ſhoot their 
. blades, but univerſal ferility mult enfue.—Whereas, by 
their preſent diſpoſition, they furniſh us with a maga- 
zine of metallic, without cauſing any diminution of our 
vegetable treaſures. Foſſils of every ſplendid and ſer- 
viceable kind enrich the Babel, while bloom and ver- 
dure embelliſh the face of the earth. | 
So judicious is the arrangement of this grand edi- 
fice ! So beneficent the deſtination of its whole furni- 
ture“! in which all is regulated with conſummate ſkill, 
and touched into the higheſt perfection. All moſt ex- ; 
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No notice is taken of the ocean in this little rent- roll of nature's 
wealth, becauſe a diſtinct ſketch is given of that grand receptacle, 
and its principal ſervices, in Letter IX. | \ 
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actly adapted to the various intentions of Providence, 
and the manifold exigencies of mankind ; - ſupplying 
every want We can feel, and gratifying every aui we 
can form. | 
Inſomuch, that the whole ſyſtem affords a favourite 
topic of praiſe, even to thoſe diſtinguiſhed beings, who 
and on the ſea of glaſs, and have the harps of GOD in 
their hands. They litt their voice, and ſing, Great and 
marvellous are thy works, © LORD GOD Almighty j !— 
And is there not reaſon, my Aſpaſio would ſay, infi- 
nite reaſon, for us to join this triumphant choir? add- 
ing gratitude to our wender, and love to our hallelu- 
jahs; ſince all theſe things are to us not merely objects 
of contemplation, but ſources of accommodation; not 
only a majeſtic ſpectacle, bright with the diſplay. of our 
CREATOR's wiſdom, but an ineſtimable gift, rich 
with the emanations of his goodneſs. The earth hath 
he /et before the inhabitants of glory, but the earth hath 
he given to the children of men .— Having given us our- 
ſelves; given us a world; has he not a right, a moſt 
unqueſtionable right, to make that tender demand, AH 
fon, give me thy heart | ? 7 
Shall I add another paſſage? which, viewed with 
any but the laſt paragraph, will be, like the head ef gold, 
eminent and conſpicuous on Feet of iron and clay. It is 
taken from the fineſt philoſophical oration that ever 
was made. I never read it but with a glow of delight, 
and with impreſſions of awe. It is in ſhort inimitably 
ſpirited and ſublime.—You think, perhaps, I act an 
impolitic part in being ſo laviſh. of my praiſe, and that 
the quotation muſt ſuffer by ſuch an aggrandizing in- 
troduction. But I am under no apprehenſions of this 
kind. Forbear to be delighted, if you can; ceaſe to 
+ Rev. xv. 3. Great and marvellous are thy wrks, O LORD 
GOD Almighty ! Fuſt aud true are thy. ways, thas KING of ſaints ! 
Fhe firſt part ſeems to mean, what the inſpired writer calls, the ſong 
of Moſes. The ſecond contains, what he ſtyles, 2 of the 
LAMB. The firſt, I ſhould imagine, relates to the Hupendous 
works of creation. The ſecond alludes to the far more wonderful 
ſcheme of redemption. The former, deſcribing the ſyſtem of na- 
ture, is recorded by Moſes ; the latter, comprehending the ſalva- 
tion of the ſaints, is accompliſhed by CHRIST, 
® Pſal. exv. 16. + Prov. Xxiii. 26. 
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admire, if you can; when you hear OMNI SCIENCE 
itſelf declaring, that, on fight of this univerſal fabric 
emerging out of nothing, Tur MorxnixG-Stars SANG 
TOGETHER, AND ALL THE Sons of GOD snovrep 
rox Joy T. The ſyſtem was fo graceful, ſo magnifi- 
cent, and in all reſpects ſo exquiſitely finithed, that the 
moſt accompliſhed intelligences were charmed, were 
tranſported; They knew not how to expreſs themſelves 
on the t occation, but in /outs of exultation, and 
„engt of praiſe. Is it poſſible for imagination to conceive 
an encomium, fo juſt, fo high, ſo beautifully noble 
I am fure, after ſo much delicacy and majeſty of ſenti- 
ment, any thing of mine muſt be intolerably flat, un- 
leſs you will except this one profeſſion, that I am, with 
the moſt cordial ſincerity, | | 
My dear Aſpaſis, 
Invialably yours, 
THERON. 


— — — 


LETTER VII. 
AS PA810 fe TuEROR. 


My dear Tu tkox, 


IF you write with ſuch a view, and from ſuch a mo- 
tive, as are mentioned in your laſt, expect no more 
free-will offerings from my pen. In this one inſtance, 
I ſhall think it my duty to be covetous. I ſhall act the 
miſer out of principle, and hardly perſuade muy to 
part with a ſingle line, till it is become an undeniable 
debt, I muſt turn your own artifice on yourſelf, and 
lay you under a neceſſity of obliging, entertaining, and 
ediſying me by your correſpondence. 

For, give me leave to aſſure you, that I am always 
delighted, and always improved by your epittles. They 
ſhew me a multitude of beauties iu the creation, which 
I ſhould not otherwiſe have dilcernzd; They point out 
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the infinite power, the unſearchable wiſdom, and the 
charmingly rich goodneſs of the glorious MAKER, 
Such a philoſophy turns all nature into a ſchool of in- 
ſtruction, and is no contemptible andmaid to true reli- 
gion. It makes e object a ſtep, better than a golden 
ſtep, to raiſe both our knowledge and our affections to 
the adorable and immortal CAUSE of all. Engaged 
in ſuch ſpeculations, we cry out with the Pſalniiſt, 
0 LORD our Governor, how excellent is thy name in all 
the earth * ! F# | 

There is but one circumſtance wanting, to complete 
the pleaſure which J receive from your obſervations.— 
The /ur, you took notice, is the grand ornament of 
this magnificent ſyſtem ; that which gives colour and 
form, the comely aſpect, and graceful diſtinction, to all 
material objects. This the bodily eye perceives and ac- 
knowledges. But, to the intellectual and believing eye, 
the Sun of righteouſneſs is a much grander, and no leſs 
neceſſary ornament. This adorns the univerſe, and 
communicates a glory to every object, as it manifelts, 
in the cleareſt brighteſt manner, all the perfections of 
the GODHEAD.. But, to this lower world, it gives 
a very pecuhar luſtre. A poor peaſant reckons it the 
higheit honour to his cottage, that it has once lodged 
a prince, or accommodated a monarch. With infinite- 
ly greater reaſon may theſe elementary abodes glory, 
tat they have accommodated, not for a ſingle night, 
but for many years, /e LORD of heaven; that the 
KING of kings was their tenant even from his birth in 
the ſtable, to his death on the cross. 1158 248 
Ves, Theron; it is the greateſt glory of this air, 
that it furniſhed IMMANUEL with breath. Vonder 
ſan may boaſt, that it ſhone upon his foot-Reps. I hat 
ground, cumbrous as it is, might even leap for joy, 
that it bore ſo divine a gueſt. And all the elements 
may clap. their hands, that they had the privilege of 
alminiſtering to his nouriſhment.—As to us men, it is 
our moſt honourable diſtinction, and ſhould be our con- 
tinual triumph, that HE lived and died eng us; yea, 
ved and died /r us; that, having united our nature 


* Pſal, viit. 9. 
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to himſelf, he has carried it into the heaven of hea- 
vens; where it ſhines, with tranſcendent majeſty and 
beauty, as the eternal ornament of the creation of 
GOD.—Methinks, therefore, this noble and delightful 
- conſideration ſhould intermingle itſelf with all our con- 
templations on the works of nature ; juſt as the beams 
of the ſun intermingle their light with all the regions of 
the — Me and diffuſe their heat over all the face 
of the ea 

While I am roving heedleſsly along, your remarks 
often interpoſe, like tome intelligent faithful monitor, 
who claps his hand upon my brealt, and fays, Stand 
fill, and confider the wondrous works of GOD *.—Wil- 
lingly I obey the admonition. The Chriſtian may, with 
peculiar complacency, conſider this grand theatre of 
wonders, this copious magazine of bleſſings; becauſe, 
conſcious of an intereſt in JESUS, he has a right to 
call them all is own +. He may look round upon pre- 
ſent things; he may look forward unto future things ; 
and, truſting in his SAVIOUR's merit, may confi- 
dently fay—** Not one only, but br theſe worlds are 
„ mine. By virtue of my REDEEMER's righteouſ- 
« neſs, I have a covenant-right to the le ac- 
« gommodations of this life; and, on the ſame unſha- 
« ken footing, I ſtand intitled to the inconceivable fe- 
&« licity of a better,” * | 

Surely then it mult be as — an employ, to ex- 
amine the validity of our title to future things, as to 
eſtimate the value of our preſent poſſeſſions. You have 


executed the one. Let me attempt the other.—An at- 


tempt, never unſeaſonable, now particularly proper; 
ſince. it is expreſsly required by your pen, and ſuggeſt» 
ed by the very ſubject of your epiſtle; eſpecially as I 
look upon the ju/ti/5ing righteouſneſs to be no lets the 
peculiar workmanſhip and gift of GOD, than tl e 
ſcenes of creation, and the productions of nature. And 
as I would fain have every thing that is beautiful, eve- 
ry thing that is magnificent in this viſible ſyſtem, ſerve 
as a foil to our REDEEMER's glory; to the glory of 


* Job xxxvii. 14. 
F 1 Cor. iii. 2, All things are yours; becauſe ye are CHRIST's. 
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his perſon, and the importance of that ſervice which 
he has performed for ſinners. 

You have ſurveyed material nature. It appears to 
be a fair and ſtately manſion; for the purpoſes, which 
it is intended to anſwer, completely furniſhed, and com- 
pletely finiſhed. Is not our SAVIOUR's obedience, the 
proviſion made for indigent and guilty ſouls, equally 
rich, and equally perfe&t !—Since this is everlaſting and 
immutable ; ſince the other is tranſient and periſhable ; 
doubtleſs we may argue with the. judicious apoſtle, / 
that which is ts be done away, which will foon be con- 
ſigned over to diſſolution, is glorious ; much more that 
avhich remaineth, whoſe bleſſed effects continue to eter- 
nal ages, 7s glorious F. 5 | 

We are, every one, as an unclean thing f. Our very 
nature is contaminated. Even ſanctification, though it 
deſtroys the reigning, does not wholly ſuperſede the 
polluting power of iniquity. So that whatever graces 
we exerciſe, whatever duties we perform, (like rays of 
Iighc tranſmitted through coloured glaſs, or like gene- 
rous wine ſtreaming from a defiled caſk), they receive 
Jome improper tinge, or contract ſome debaſing taint. 
But CHRIST was entirely free from this innate conta- 
gion. He had no currupt bias upon his will, nor any 
arregular tendency in his affections. | | 

Being thus free from original corruption, He did 13 
Au, weither was guile found in his mouth |. Not one vain 
imagination paſſed through his mind, nor breathed the 
Nighteft ſtain upon his thoughts. All his words were 
irreproachable, and every action blameleſs. The moſt 
accompliſhed among the children of men, when ſurpriſ- 
ed in ſome unguarded moment, or aſſaulted on ſome 
weak fide, have been betrayed into error, or hurried 
into hn. Even Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his lips; 
and Aaron, the ſaint of the LORD, warped to idola- 
trous practices. They were like ſome ſtagnating /ake, in 
which, the dregs being ſubſided, the. waters appear 
clean, but when ſtirred by temptation, or agitated by 
affliction, the ſediment riſes, and the pool is diſcolour- 
ed: whereas CHRIST may be compared to a Hun- 


© Cor. ii. 27. + Ilai, laiv. 6, 4 x Pet. i. 2. 
| tainy 


% — 


id. cis. 


Let. J. ASPASIO ro THERON. 145 


tain, that is all tranſparency, and pure to the very bot- 
tom ; which, however ſhaken, however diſturbed, is 
nothing but fluid cryſtal ; permanently and unalterably 
clear. | 
It was a ſinall thing for the bleſſed JESUS to be in- 
fluenced by no depraved propenſity. He was born in a 
ſtate of conſummate recbitude, and, from the firſt mo- 
ment of his exiſting in fleſh, was adorned with all the 
beauties of holineſs. HOLINESS To Txe LORD 
was inſcribed, not on the uitre, but on the heart, and 
interwoven with the very nature of our great HIGH- 
PRIEST. Therefore he is ſtyled, by the angelic har-“ 
biager of his birth, THAT HOLY THING *.—ln 
the prophecy of Zechariah, the dignity of our RE- 
DEEMER's perſon, and the perfection of his obedi- 
ence, are diſplayed by the ſimilitude of a fore +, deco- 
| rated 
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Luke i. 35.-—Which is ſpoken in contradiſtinqtion to the ſtate 
of all other births, and implics the univerſal prevalence of original 
deblement, this one inſtance only excepted :- for, if other infants 
were holy at their firſt formation, and made after the image of 
GOD, this remark had been trivial and impertinent, if not droll 
and burleſque; Ike ſaying with great folemnity, ** The child ſhall 
„have a mouth and a head; ay, and eyes in the one, and lips to 
% the other.” Far be it from us to aſcribe ſaperfluity of ſpeech, 
or weakneſs of ſentiment, to the angels of light. No; here was 
dignus vindice nodus + an unparalleled and miraculous event. A 
clean thing iſſuing from an unclean! A child perſectly pure and up- 
right, though born of a woman, ſprung from a daughter of fallen 


+ Zech. iii. 9, to. For behold the ſtone that I have laid before Jo- 
ua; upon one ſione ſpall be ſeven 22 : behold ! I will engrave the 
graving theresf, faith-the LORD of hoſts, and I will remove the ini« 

ail of that land in one day. In that day, ſaith the LOD of hoſts, 
5 [ ye call every man his neighbour under the vine, aud under the fig- 


tree. 

Bebold the flone; the long-expeted MESSIAH; that chief cor- 
ner-ſtone, on which the church is built, and the hope of Iſrael 
founded; — It is aid before Jaſbug the high-prieſt, and his fellows, as 
the only foundation on which thoſe wiſe maſter-builders ſhould reſt 
the faith, and eſtabliſh the ſalvation of Gnners.—Upon one ſtone ſhall 
be ſeven eyes; to denote the unerring diſcernment, and infinite wiſ- 
dom of Hur LORD ; whereby he is capable of planning, prefiding 
over; and conducting all things relating to the unſearchable work 
of redemption.—T 11 _ the graving thereof. For him bath 
GOD the FATHER ſealed; diſtinguiſhed him by every characte- 
nitic of the MESSIAH adorned him with every illuſtrious gift; 
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rated with the moſt exquilite engraving ; wrought, nc; 
hy Bezaleel or Aholiab, though divinely- inſpired artilts, 
but by the finger of JEHOVAH himſelf, and more 
highly finiſhed, than it is poſſible for human {kill to 
equal, or human thought to conceive. _ 

The whole tenour ot our LOR D's conduct was a li- 
ving exempliication of piety and morality, in their 
moſt evrenſive branches, and molt amiable forms. Saints 
of the higheſt attainments have fallen ſhort of the glory 
of GOD; have been far from reaching the exalted 
ſtandard of his precepts. But CHRIST failed in no 
point; CHRIST came ſhort in ne degree.—We for- 
merly obſerved the great ſnblimity, and valt extent of 
the divine law; that, before the tribunal of GOD, no- 
thing will paſs for righteouſneſs, but a complete con- 
formity to this moſt perfect rule. From whence appears 
the utter impoſſibility of our juſtification, on account of 
any duties performed by ourſelves. How ſhould we re- 
Joice then to contemplate our vicarious righteouſneſe! 
that which is introduced by our condeſcending SURE. 
4X! . = 
| JESUS CHRIST, the Surety for us inſolvent 
wretches, made himſelf ſubject to this law. Ard 
though, in its threatenings, the condemning power of 
ſin is ſet in terrible array; though, in its commands, 
the very perfection of obedience is moſt peremptorily in- 
ſiſted on; he aſked no mitigation of its ſeverity, nor any 
abatement of its demands. Lo I come,” faid he, to 
% pay the uttermoſt farthing of the debt, to do every 
«.zot and tittle of the duty: That fo his righteouſ- 
nels, ariſing to view, from the ſevereſt trial, by the ex- 
acteſt rule, might, like gold from the furnace, thine 
with all poſſible luſtre. | 


end ficted him, io all reſpects, ſor the diſcharge of his grand of- 
fice.—TI will remove, by his obedience. unto death, the ini; uity of 1e 
land, and that in one day, not by a long train of victims, or by a 
frequent repetition of the ſame ſacrifice, but by his own oblation 
once oftered.**—1la conſequence of this all-ſufbeient expiaticn, 
peace and tranquillity. hall take place in the believer's ſoul; evca 
that peace, which paſſeth all underſtanding, and is repreſented, 
though faintly, by ſitting under the vine, and under the fig-11ce : 
where the happy owner and his friends enjcy an undiſturbed re- 
pole, a refreſhing ſhade, and the moſt delicious fruit. _ 
R 6 8 
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His righteouſneſs flowed from thoſe beſt of princi- 
ples, ſupreme love to GOD, and unfeigned affection to 
men. Beginning at. theſe two ſources, let us trace our 
LORD's obedicnce through ſome little part of its illu- 
ſtrious progreſs. —If, as we proceed, we are enabled 
to fee that Fuft One, perhaps we fhall no longer be of- 
fended or ſurpriſed at the tirſt and great command of 
the goſpel. This is his commandment, which has the 

cedence to all others, that we /hould believe vn the 
name of his Sen FESUS CHRIST *; not that we 
ſhould 4 any thing to obtain liſe, but that we ſhould 
believe on his beloved SON, and live by what He, tlie 
bleſſed Subſtitute for ſinners, has done. 

His delight in GOD was conſpicuous, even from his 
early years. The ſacred ſolemuities of the ſanctuary 
were more engaging to his youthful mind, than all the 
entertainments of a feſtival. —When he entered upon 
his miniſtry, whole nights were not too long for bis co- 
pious devotions. The lonely retirements of the deſert, 
as affording opportunity for undiſturbed communion 
with GOD, were more deſirable to CHRIST, than 
the applauſes of an admiring world. = f 

Ho ceaſeleſs and tranſcendent was his love to GOD, 
that he never ſought any ſeparate pleaſure of his own, 
but always did thoſe things which were pleaſing in his 
FATHER's ſight. 1if# ye not, that I muſt be about my 
FATHER's bujineſs was the rule of his childhood, 
and the leading maxim of his whole lite. In doing this, 
he took — ſatisfaction: in doing this, he was 
abſolutely indefatigable. It was his meat and drint, re- 
freſhing as the richeſt food, delightful as royal dainties, 
iſh the work that was given him to do f. 

How wakeful and jealous was bis concern ſor the di- 
vine honour ! I hear the vileſt reproaches caſt upon his 
own character: I ſee the moſt horrid indignities offered, 
to his own! perſon. Yet no reſentful emotion reddens 
in his cheek; not one angry ſyllable ſtarts from his- 
mouth. But when mercenary wretches profane the 
temple, and turn the houſe of prayer into a den of thieves ; 
then his generous boſom throbs with zeal ; then he, 


* 1 John iii. 23. + John iv. 34. 
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makes his tongue like a ſharp ſword ; and, having firſt 
ſeverely rebuked, afterwards reſolutely expels, the ſa- 
—_— intruders.— Indeed, his zeal for the houſe of 
the LORD, and for the purity of his ordinances, is 
repreſented by the evangehcal hiſtorian, as eating him 
up *, Like a heavenly flame, glowing in his breaſt, it 
ometimes fired him with a graceful indignation ; ſome- 
times melted him into godly ſorrow ;z always broke forth 
and exerted itſelf in a variety of vigorous efforts; till it 
even conſumed his vital ſpirits. | 
So active and unremitted was the obedience of the 
bleſſed JESUS, that the ſun did not enter upon his 
morning-race with a more conſtant aſſiduity, nor dif. 
patch his daily circuit with greater expedition. And 
ſure J am, that radiant luminary never diſpenſed beams 
half fo bright, or a thonſandth part ſo beneficial —— 
Short was his ſpan, but how grand and extenſive were 
his ſervices. $0 grand, that they bring more glory to 
GOD, than all the adminiftrations of Providence, and 
all the phænomena of nature. So extenſive, that they 
ſpread, in their gracious efficacy, to the ends of the 
earth, and to the cloſing period of time. Nay, they 
will diffuſe their bleſſed influence even to the celeſtial 
world, and have no other limits of their duration than 
the ages of eternity. | 
- Who can declare the charity of JESUS CHRIST? 
It was ardent : it was unintermitted : it was unbound- 
ed; Though always ſerene and ſerious, he was never 
ſullenly grave; His converſation was affability itſelf, 
and the law of kindneſs dwelt on his lips. What fret- 
ted and chagrined the diſciples, made not the leaſt rut- 
fling impreſſion on their LORD. The rude and trou- 
bleſome behaviour of ſome, the weak and impertinent 
talk of others, ſerved only to diſplay the unalterable 
mildneſs of his temper. . 
Nothing conld embitter his ſpirit. Even the wicked 
and unthankful-were partakers, ample partakers of his 
benevolence. Who ever applied to him in vain ? When 
did he diſmiſs any needy petitioner without the defired 
bleſſing? What heavy burden did he not unlooſe ? 


John ii. 13. 


What 
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What afflictive evil did he not remove? He even 1 
their infirmities, and bare their ficineſſes *, In all their 
aflictions he was afflicted. His tender ſympathiſing 
heart felt, as it were, the miſeries of others, and was 
as ready to ſuccour them, as if the complaints and ſor- 
rows had been his own. 

He not oaly relieved, when his aid was implored, 
but prevented the expectations of the diſtreſſæd. He 
went about doing good ; ſeeking, the afflicted, and offer- 
ing his aſſiſtance. With great fatigue , he travelled to 
remote cities; with no lels condeicenfion, he viſited the 
meaneſt villages; that all might have the honour, and 
all the benefit, of his healing preſence, and heavenly in- 
ſtructions. 

He gave ſight ||, and all the agreeable ſcenes of na- 
ture, to the blind; health, and all the choice comforts 
of life, to the diſeaſed. He expelled malevolent raging 
demons, and reitored, what is more precious than the 
light of the body, or the vigour of conſtitution, the 
calm poſſeſiion of theantelle&tual faculties. — What great- 
I ſurpaſſed all the preceding bleſſings, he delivered the 
wretched ſoul from the dominion of darkneſs, and from 


the tyranny of in. He made his followers partakers of 


Matt. viii. 17. + Ads x. 39. 


f JESUS, being weary with his journey, table wg. John 
iv. 6. les is thus explained by a Greck eymmentator, avAws; 


K g ux. Our LORD fat down without ceremony, an withoup 
empl:z t, even on the rough unfurniſhed-place; contented to uſe it, 
juſt as he found it; n<ither defiring a ſofcer feat, nor withing for 
any better accommod2:ion.—lT rather think, the advery refers to the 
preceding adjective x:xex7&4xw5, which ſignifies a Gate of very great 
Firigozz wenkening a perſon to ſuch a degree, that he can hardly 
walk with /eady ſteps, or even fit in an wpright attitude. The ſacred 
biftorian ſeems to mean, that our EOR D tat in ſuch a poiture ag 
deſpoke the lufſitude of his body, declared the frilvre of his ſpirits; 
and ſhe u · ed him to-be almoſt ſpent with the heat of the diy, and the 
toit of travelling: which circumſtance gives: a moſt b21utiful be'g hte 
ening to his charity and zeal, ſo generouſly and fo ſucceſsfully ex- 
erted in the followiag conference. 


þ Exzeic4)0 To Barr", is the delicate and noble expreſſion 
of the evangeliſt, Luke vii. 21. He made them @ preſent of ſight. 
Silver and gold had he none. But theſe were his gifts; ſueh were 
his alms, Gad-liks benefit ence indeed! 


N 3 a divine 
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a divine nature, and prepared them for a ſtate of ne- 
ver- ending bliſs. 

Such priceleſs treaſures of wiſdom and beneficence 
flowed from his tengue, and were poured from his 
hands !—How different theſe trinmphs of mercy, from 
the trophies erected by wild ambition in the bloody 
field! If heathens celebrated thoſe mighty butchers, 
who made cities their ſlaughter-houſe, made half the 
globe their ſhambles, and meaſured their merit by the 
devaſtations they ſpread, how ſhould Chriſtians admire 
this heavenly BENEFACTOR, 'who roſe upon a 
wretched world with healing under his wings! who di- 
ſtributed, far and near, the unſpcakably rich gitts of 
knowledge and holineſs, of temporal bappinets, and 
eternal joy! 

Nor were theſe righteous acts his ſtrange work, but 
his repeated, his hourly, his almoſt inceſſant employ. 
Sometimes, we hear him preaching in the temple, or 
publiſhing his glad tidings in the ſynagogues. Some- 
times, we ſee him ſurrounded with liſtening cronds in 
a private houſe, or bringing forth the good thipgs of 
his goſpel on the deck of a ſhip. At other times, he 
takes a mountain for his pulpit ; the heavens are his 
ſounding- board; and all that have ears to hear, are in- 
vited to his audience.—< He preached holineſs,” ſays 
an ingenious writer, © to men's eyes no leis than their 
« ears.“ Yes; his whole life was a continual lecture 
of the ſublimeſt piety, of the moſt refined morality, ot 
virtue truly divine. And, which is to us the crowning 
circumſtance, all this was not barely for our imitation, 
but for our ju/tification allo ® : to be a lovely and in- 

| viting 

„The reader, I hope, will conſtantly advert to this 'remerk : 
otherwiſe he will loſe, even in the evangcliſts themſelves, what is 
moſt evangelical. That our LORD's life was exemplary ; was ſub- 
limely perfect, and a pattern for our imitation ; all this is ſtrictly 
true, But in all this, there is nothing of genuine goſpel, Here are 
no glad tidings for an impotent and ruined creature; ouly a contum- 
mate copy for a withered hand to tranſcribe. 

Whereas, if we believe, that in all this CHRIST acted as our 
furety and repreſentative; that by all this be wrought a righteouſ- 
neſs, which, in the judgment and conſtruction of the law, is really 
ours; that GOD imputes this righteouſneſs to us, and will deal 
with us according to its deſert ; when we-belicye this, we 2 
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viting model for the firſt ; to be a ſure and immove- 
able ground for the laſt. 

Does he lay aſide his ſolemn office? It is only to car- 
ry on the ſame generous deſign in a more condeſcend- 
ing and familiar manner. If he meets with the pha- 
riſees, he diſcovers their errors, and reproves their 
vices; he confutes their objections, and (in cafe they 
are not abſolutely inacceſſible to wiſe counſel) rectiſies 
their miſtakes. If he vouchſafes to be preſent at a 
fealt, he furniſhes the richeſt, incomparably the richeſt 

rt of the treat. Honey and milk are under his tongue 
He inculcates lowlineis of mind on the vain +; he re- 
commends diſintereſted charity to the felfith | ; and 
promiſes pardon to the weeping penitent ||.—Is he re- 
tired from other company, and attended only by his 
own family? His converſation is a ſermon. Whether 
he ſit in the inner chamber, or travel on the public 
road, or walk through the corn- fields, he is ſtill proſe- 
cuting his great work, training up his diſciples for their 
facred function, and revealing to them thoſe oracles of 


heaven, which they may communicate to remote na- 


tions, and tranſinit to diſtant ages.— ls he retired from 


all company? Even then he does not diſcontinue his 


labours of love, but adds the fervent interceſſions of 
the night to the charitable toils of the day. When all 
but himfelt lay funk in ſoft repoſe, this ADVOCATE 
for a guilty world was engaged in an exerciſe of bene- 
volence; which, though lecret and unobſerved as the 
falling dews, was far more beneficial to our belt inte- 
reits, than thoſe pearly drops to the languiſhing herbs, 

Unparalleled benignity ! He forgot his daily food, 
negledted his neceſſary reſt, to ſpend and be ſpent for the 


falvation cf mankind. Neither the hardſhips of con- 


tinual felf-denial, nor the calumnies of envenomed 


light of the glorious goſpel, and enter into the unſearchable riches 
oi CHRIST. This gives an additional heauty, an exquiſi:e and in- 
expreſiible charm, to all the actions and virtues, all the trials and 
ſafferings, of our bleſſed maſter. He was holy and righteous? not 
as a private*periſon; not for himſelf alone, but for us ſinners, and 
our juſtification. Amen ! Halle/ujah ! qt 1 | 

Cant. iv. rt, + Luke iv. 8. { Luke xiv. 12. 

Luke vii. 48. os Sas” a 
bed tongues, 
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tongues, could divert him from purſuing this favourite 
buſineſs. —He ſought none of your honours, coveted 
none of your rewards, O ye children of men! What 
he fought, what he .coveted, was, to wear out his life 
in your ſervice, and lay it down for your ranſom. This 
was all his deſire, and this indeed he defired earneſt- 
Iy.— He longed ;. {beneficent, bleſſed BEING!) he 
longed for the fatal honr. He ſeverely rebuked one of 
his diſciples, who would have diſſuaded him from go- 
ing as a volunteer to the croſs. He was even ftrai/e:- 
ed *, under a kind of holy uneaſineſs, till the dreadful 
work was accompliſhed; till he was baptized with the 
* his ſufferings, bathed in blood, and plunged 
in death. | 

By this moſt meritorious obedience and death, what 
did he not deſerve ? What did he not procure? He pro- 
cared thoſe incitimable bleſſings, the pardon of fin, and 
reconciliation with GOD. Procured them (O! love 
unmerited and unmeafurable !) for prodigals, for trai- 
tors, for rebels.— To this it is owing, that we, who 
were enemies againſt GOD, may call the KING of 
heaven our Father; may have free acceſs to him in all 
our difficulties; and may hope to reign with him in 
everlaſting glory. 

Was ever goodneſs like this goodneſs ? Were ever 


bleſlings comparable to theſe bleſlings, or purchaſed 
| 10 * with 


Luke xii. go. The original word (vrieyouas ſeems to expreſs 
the condition of a perſon wedzed in on every fide, by a tumu!- 
tuous throng of people. His hands are hampered, ahd his body is 
eonfined in a moving priſon : he pants for breath, and is #Imoit 
ſtifſed in the crowd.— How muſt ſach a one Jong to be a:jergaged 
from theſe very wneofy cireumſtances! With equal ardour did our 
moſt beneficent LORD deſire thoſe tufferings, which were to over- 
whelm him with diſtreſs, but exalt vs to happineſs; were to bathe 
his limbs in blood, but cl-anſc our fouls from ſin.— O, O 
ſays the ſame hiſtorian, (vr:v51 o+ as anodic, Luke viii. 45. 

+ Codrus, it is true, devoted himſelf to death for the Athenians ; 
and Curtius threw himſelf into the yawning gulf for the preſerva- 
tion of the, Romans.—But theſe died, being mere creatures, and 
guilly creatures : whereas the dying JESUS was perfectly innocent, 
and ſupremely glorious; ©* was very GOD of very GOD.” — 
'T::cſe died only a hie before their time; they paid a debt, for 
which the inevitable law of mortality would ſoon have . 

| . 0 0 
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with ſuch a price Hide, hide your diminiſhed heads, 
ye little tranſitory donations of ſilver and gold. The 
riches of a thouſand mines, beſtowed to feed the hun- 
gry, and-clothe the naked, are the molt contemptible 
trifles, if mentioned with the charity of the teaching, 
the healing, the bleeding JESUS. Kingdoms given 
away in alms, if viewed with this infinitely noble bene- 
ficence, would make juſt the ſame figure, as a ſpark 
from the ſummer-hearth, under the potent and bound- 
leſs blaze of noon.— This is indeed ue that paſſeth 


knowledge *, 

Amidſt all theſe miracles of magnificence and of 
love, (any one of which would have. entitled him to 
univerſal admiration, and everlaſting honour), how 
humble was our SAVIOUR !. He aicribes nothing to 
himſelf, His FATHER has the glory of all his mar- 
vellous acts. O humility—virtue dear to the Moſt High 


GOD, and peculiarly amiable in men—never didſt thou 


appear in ſo charming a dreſs, or ſo ſtriking a light. 
At his birth, not accommodated with an imperial 
palace, or a bed of rate, but lodged in a ſtable, and 
laid in a manger. —As he advanced in years, not at- 
tended with a roya/ equipage, or ſupplied from a royal 


But CHRIST died, though he had life io himſelf ; he ſurrendered 


what was wholly his own, and what none could have taken from 
him, had he not, voluntarily reſigned it.—Theſe died for their va- 
lusble friends, for their affectionate relations, for their native coun 
42 : but CHRIST died for ſlaves, for enemies, tor the ungodly.— 


ey died an hongurable death: but CHRIST ſubmitted to the 


moſt ignaminious execution; CHRIST expired under the imputa» 


tion of berrid crimes; CHRIST bled and died in the form of an 


execrable malefactor. In all theſe inſtances, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, ſo is CHRIST's love greater than their love; 
his philanthropy ſuperior to their patrioliſm. | 

® Fph. iii. 19. This expreſlion, as alſo the principal eircum- 
ſtance of ſuperiority hinted in the preceding note, are founded on 
the divinity of our LORD. And indeed the expreſſion is ſcarce ju- 
ſti6able, the aſſertion is hardly true, upon any other ſuppoſition. A 
creature dying for a creature, is, though great, yet not incompreben- 


the 
DEITY, they dazzle our underſtanding, and fill ns with holy aſto- 
niſhment. They appear to be the elfe of a love, never to be 
ſpoke of hut in the language af wonder, never to be thought of but 
with an extaſy of delight. | 

* revenue, 


Nn 4 


n * 9 
> ” (In 


— 


ſible 2 But, when we view the ſufferings of CHRIST, and 
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revenue, but labouring with his own hands, and earn- 
ing his bread by the ſweat of his brow. When he en- 
tered upon his miniſterial office, not the leaſt oſtentu- 
tious parade appeared in the perſormance of all his 
wonderful works. His manner was as modeſt, as his 
power was miraculous, 80 tar, ſo very far from aftect- 
ing the acclamations of the populace, that he often in- 
poſed ſilence on thoſe unſpeakably indebted lips, which 
were eager to overflow with praiſe, and would fain 
Have been the trumpets of his faine. 
Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him the 

BELOVED of his almighty FATHER, he diſdained 
not to own the ignoble character of the carpenter's ſon . 
Though PRINCE of the kings of the earth, he conde- 
ſcended to waſh the feet of mean filkermen, and to be 
in this world, as one that ſerveib f. Though PROPRI- 
ETOR of the univerſe, and LORD of all, he was 
content to be more deſtitute than the fowls of the air, 
or the foxes of the deſert ?; more deſtitute (aſtoniſhing 
abaſement!) than the moſt i»/f2»/ficant and moſt hated 
animals. BL Fr | 

Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of 
ſuperior regard; conſequently gives a keener edge to 
every affront, and renders the mind more tenderly ſen- 
{ible of every diſreſpect. But our LORD's meekneſ7 was 
as rome as his dignity ; and that, through a ſeries of 
ſuch unſufferable provocations, as were equalled by no- 
thing, but the tranſcendent perfections of his perſon, 
and the ſweetneſs of his forgiving grace. 
When ridiculed and affronted, he calmly bore, and 

- kindly overlooked the inſult. When coutradicted by 
, petulant and preſumptuous ſinners, he endured, with the 
utmoſt ſerenity of temper, their unreaſonable. cavils, 
and their obſtinate perverſeneſs. When his ipvitations, 
his moſt endearing. invitations, were ungratefully and 
ſtubbornly rejected, inſtead of remitting, he renewed 
them, and, with Rill warmer affection, importuned his 
hearers not to forego ter ava felicity,—When all the 
winning arts of perſuaſion were ineffectual, he added 


Matt. xiii. 55. + Luke xxii. 27. f Matt. vili. 20. 
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his tears. to his {lighted entreaties, and lamented as a 
brother, when ſcornfully repulſed as a teacher. 

When his bloody ſweat tinged the ſtones ; when his 
bitter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to 
awaken the very rocks into compaſſion ; his diſciples 
ſlept ; ſtupidly and repeatedly ſlept. Did their divine 
but flighced MAS TER refent the unkindneſs? Did he 
refuſe to admit an excuſe for their diſobedience and ne- 
glect? Yea, he made their excuſe, and that the moit 
tender and gracious imaginable ; The ſpirit is willing, 
but the fleſh is weak . Admirable, matchleſs candour 
When i enemies had nailed him to the croſs, as the 
baſeſt ſlave, and moſt flagitious malefactor; when they 
were glutting their walice with his ſorrows, his tor- 
ments, and his blood; nay, when they ſpared not to 
infult and revile him, even in his laſt expiring agonies; 
far, very far from being exaſperated, this HERO, of 
heaven repaid all their contempt and barbarity with 
the moſt fervent ſupplications in their behalf, FA- 
THER, forgive them, was his prayer; for they know 
not what they de , was his plea. Divine, adorable 
compaſſion! 

Nor was his regnation lefs exemplary than his meek- 
neſs. He went out to meet afflictions, when they came 
in his FATHER's name, and commiſſioned from his 

' FATHER's hand. He gave, without the lealt reluc- 
tance, his back to the ſmiters 4, and hid not his face 
from thame and ſpitting. Though his ſoul, his very 
ſoul, was penetrated with the keeneſt ſenfations of an- 
guith, yet no impatient thought diſcompoſed his mind, 
no murmuring word forced its way from his lips. FA- 
THER, not my will, but thine be done ||, was his lan- 
guage, when the ſorrows of death compaſſed him, and 
pains, inex preſſibly ſeverer than the pangs of diſſolution, 
came upon him: Men they gaped upcu him with their 


' Matt. xxvi. 4t. + Luke xxiil. 34. 

t The puniſhment of the ſcourge was ſo dreadful a part of our 
J. ORD's ſufferings, that it is once and again foretold by the pro- 
phet Tfaiah I gave my back to the ſmiters, 1. 6. With bis firipes we 
are healed, liti. 8. Horace, who knew it perfectly well, ard by 
whoſe countrymen it was inflicted, ſtyles it the berrible ſcourge : 
Harribil: ſectere flagells. 

| | Luke xxii. 42+ | 
mouth, 
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mouth, and ſinote him upon the cheek reproachfully . aufen 
bis face was foul with ſpitting, and on his eye-lids was the 

dow of death : when GOD delivered him to the ungod. 
iy, and turned him over into the hands of the wicked : yea, 
when the ALMIGHTY ſet bim for the mark of his ar. 
rows, and brake him with breach upon breach ; when the 
«weapons of his wrath cleft his very reins aſunder, and 
poured his gall upon the earth*. Amidſt all this diſtreſs, 
though exquilite and inconceivable, he ſinned not by 
the leaſt irregular perturbation, but bowed his ſubmiſ- 
five head, and kiſſed the divine rod, and bleſſed his very 
murderers. 

A famous poet has celebrated the Man 2 Roſs : ano- 
ther ingenious pen has celebrated the Man if Bath: O 
that we may admire, extol, and magnify, the MAN , 
Nazareth! O! that every tongue may ſpeak of his ho- 
nour, till heaven and earth reſound with his praiſe, — 
Here, ye writers of genius, here is a theme worthy of 

ur. fiffeſt perceptions, and more than equal to your 
moſt enlarged capacities. Let imagination ſpread her 
boldeſt wing; let deſeription ſelect her brighteſt colours; 
let eloquence laviſh all her ſtores; it will be impoſſible 
to exceed, while the MAN of Nazareth is the ſubject of 

ur ſongs. In him dwells all the fulneſs of perfection. 

n him, the whole choir of aclive and paſſive virtues 
abound and ſhine ; abound with the richeſt variety, and 
ſhine with the higheſt luſtre ; infinitely ſurpaſſing that 
curious aſſemblage of coftly gems, which ſtudded the 
Aaronie breaſt-plate t, and, as far as earthly things can 
repreſent heavenly, typified the ſplendour and excellen- 
cy of our REDEEMER's righteouſneſs. 

In all this, he ated, and he ſuffered, as GOD's 
righteous ſervant,” and as his people's righteous ſurety.— 
By all this, he fulfilled every jot and tittle of the divine 
® Theſe tragical images are borrowed from the book of Job, who 
was an eminen: type of a ſuffering SAVIOUR, Though they are 
the very eloquence of wo, they do not exaggerate, they cannot ex- 
preſs, that unknown anguiſh, which wrung a bloody ſweat from 
our divine MASTER's body, and forced from his lips that melan- 
choly exclamation—— My foul is ſorrowful—exceeding ſorrowful— 
forrowful even unto degib. Sce Job xvi. - : 


+ Exod. xxviii. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
law ; 
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law; nay, he more than fulfilled, he 9agnifed it. Hz 

ve it, ſublime and extenſive as it is, gead meaſure, 
preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and running over *,— 
Shall you or I then fay, or ſo much as ſuſpect, in our 
hearts, CHRIST has not done enough. All this is 
« not ſufficient for our juſtification, unleſs we complete 
« jt with ſomething of our own ?” 

He defied the moſt vigilant of his enemies to convince 
him of ſin or defect. A far more ſagacious adverſary 
than the ſcribes and phariſees, could dete& no blemiſh, 
go error, in our LORD JESUS. The prince of this 
«vorld, that infernal tyrant, who had deceived and en- 
ſlaved all the nations of the earth, came and Hund no- 
thing in him Þ ; not the leaſt corruption in his nature, 
nor the leaſt failure in his obedience.Nay, that accu- 


ſer of the brethren, notwithſtanding all his malignity, 


could not but acknowledge the unſpotted ſanctity of 
our LORD; I know thee, who thor art, the Holy Cne of 
GOD. © 

He hath done all things well, was not barely the voice 
of his diſciples, but the general acclamation of the peo» 
ple. Or the words may be rendered, He hath done all 
things finely and pgraceſully t; with every circumſtance 
that conſtitutes the propriety and dignity, the utility 
and beauty, of action. Has he not then done enough, 
to procure the divine good-will, even for the guiltieſt 
of mankind ? 11 | 14 

I have ghrified thee on earth ||, was his own profeſſion 
before the Moſt High GOD. I have glorified thee in 
all that I acted, in all that I uttered, in all that I ſuf- 


Luke vi. 38. I John xiv. 30. [ys 1 

+ Mark vii. 31. Kang. In this inftance, and throughout all 
the goſpel, it is, very obſervable, that the praiſe, which our LORD 
receives, comes not from the pen of the hiſtorian, nor from the 
mouth of his friends, but from the lips of ſtrangers or enemies 
from the officers, ſent to apprehend him—from the judge, appoint- 
ed to examine him from the centurion, who preſided at his execu- 
tion—and from thoſe apoſtate ſpirits, whoſe dominion he came to 
deſtroy, A circumſtance which gives incomparable eight to this 
teſtimony, and incomptrable /uftre to CHRIS T's character. It pre- 


Jents us likewiſe with a moſt delicate peculiarity, which we muſt 


not expect to find in any other biographical writers. 
I Joha xvii. 4. 


Vor. II. O ſered. 
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Fered. - I bave diſflayed the beanties of thy holineſ, 
the riches of thy grace, and the honour of a// thy at- 


tributes. 80 that all thy amiable, thy majeſtic, thy 


adorable perfections, are now ſeen in the cleareſt mir- 
ror, and in the brighteſt light 4. 

GOD allo, who is the ſupreme ſtandard, and uner- 
ring judge of excellency, bore his teſtimony to our bleſ 
ſed MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, yea twice, and 
with a voice from heaven. In the conſtitution of the 
material world, when it came from the CREATOR'; 
hand, Omniſcience itſelf could diſcern no flaw. Nei. 
ther could juſtice it{elf, upon the ſtrĩcteſt inquiry, diſ- 
cover any failure in the obedience of our SURETY. 
As therefore it was ſaid concerning the works of crea- 
tion, They are all very god *; ſo was it ſaid, and by 
the ſame Almighty MAJESTY, concerning the SA 
VIOUR of ſinners, In him I am well pleaſed f. 

This, for ought I know, is the capital ſentence is 
the book of GOD. As no truth is of greater, or of 
equal importance, ſo none was ever Ae ave by wit- 
neſſes ſo unexceptionable, and diſtinguiſhed with cir- 
cumitances fo auguſt.— Let us, for,a moment, examine 
the circumſtances. They are pertinent to our ſubject. 
They will ſtrike us with wonder; and, I hope, fill us 
with comfort.—-Y ou, Theron, are an admirer of ſub- 
lime ſentiments, and grand ſcenery. Here you wik 
find both diſplayed in their utmoſt perfection. 

Le] the heavens were opened unto him, and he ſaw lle 
SPIRIT. of GOD, deſeending like a deve, and lighting 
upon him. And ie a vaice from heaven, ſaying, This is 
1% belyved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, — The word 
Ii is twice uſed in this ſhort narrative. To engage aud 
fix our attention, as on a fact deeply to be regarded, 
accompanied with words ever to be remembered —T/: 
keavens avere opened. Once the great and wide ſca was 


I Therefore CHRIST is called arwev[arus Tx; Jens, Heb. . 

In other objects we have only ſome obſcure footſteps, or dim tra- 

ces, of one or two divine perfections; here we have the whole glory 

of tre GODHEAD. Nay, here we have the very brizh!nsfs of the 

FA'THER's glory; or all the uncreated excellencies beam forth 

with adequate, tbatyis, with ieff+ble and infinite ſplendour. 
Gen. i. 3. Matt. ui. 27, 
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divided, and the foundations of the world were diſco- 
vered. Now the incomparably wider expanſe of the 
ſkies is rent aſunder, and the realms of glory are diſ- 
cloſed to view.— And are the cryſtal gates untfoldesl ? 
Do the everlaſting doors lift up their heads? What 
then, or whom may we expect to ſee ? | 
Shall we ſee angels and archangels coming down, 
before JESUS of Nazareth, to pay him homage, and. 
do him ſervice? With this retinue he will in due time 
appear. Bat this is far beneath the dignity of the pre- 
ſent occaſion. —Shall we fee Moſes the great lawgiver, 
who converſed with GOD face to face, as a man con- 
verſeth with his friend? Shall we ſee Elijah the vene- 
rable ene who entered the regions of life and im- 
mortality without paſſing through the vale of death ? 


Theſe illuſtrious ſaints will ere long attend on the holy 


mount, and lay all their honours at the feet of their 
LORD.—But now, ONE infinitely greater than Mo- 
ſes and Elijah, ONE infinitely ſuperiour to all the hea- 
venly hoſts, even the divine SPIRIT deſcends, alights, 
and abides upon JESUS ; to dignity beyond compare 
his perſon, and give ineſtimable merit to all his actions. 

This, though great and marvellous, is not the whole 
of the magnificent atteſtation. A voice, not from the 
utmoſt parts of the earth, but a voice from the heaven 
of heavens is heard. That voice, which ſpoke on Si- 
nai, and the mountains trembled ; that voice, which 
ipoke at the beginning, and the world was made; that 
voice ſpeaks at our SAVIOUR's baptim.— And whas 
is the purport of the ſpeech ? We have reaſon to lite 
molt attentively. Our all depends upon the verdict. It 
any iniquity, or any miſcarriage, be chargeable on this: 
our Surety, we are undone irrecoverably. That voice, 


after a general ſurvey of mankind, once declared, There 


is none righteous, us, not one. But, to our inexpreſſible 
conſolation, it proclaims concerning JESUS CHRIST, 
THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I 
AM WELL PLEASED. | x, F 
HE, who dwells in light inacceſſible, declares con- 
cerning CHRIST; this is not. my creature, but 2vy 
Sz. Poſſeſſed of the ſame divine nature, and cf all 
my incommunicable attributes. — He is my beloved Son; 


O 2 who: 
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who lay in my boſom from eternity, and is the one 
adequate object of my infinite affection, The higheit 
angels are too low; fallen man is too mean; and IE. 
8008 alone is my beloved.— In him J am pleaſed; in 
him I am ell pleaſed. He is the centre of my appro- 
bation. On him all my complacency reſts. And all 
other beings find favour in my ſight, only as they are 
intereſted in him, or ſtand related to him. 

After hearing this voice from the excellent glory, can 
there be any cauſe to wonder, can we have any ground 
to complain, that there 1s no other recommendation to 
the ſupreme MAJESTY than the perſon and righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST. No words, no works, no cha- 
racers, but thoſe which have been ſtamped with the 
broad ſeal of heaven, as truly divine; and are the one 

rand object of GOD's everlaſting good-will and inct- 
ble delight? 

You took notice, and very juſtly, how much the pro- 
ductions of nature exceed and eclip/e the attempts of art. 
We are pleaſed with the correct and graceful perform- 
ances of the painter: but do they equal the native 
bluſh of the roſe, or the artleſs glow of a ꝓea - bloſſom? 
We are charmed with a fine piece of ſeulpture or ena- 
melling : but is either of them fit to be compared with 
the natural poliſh of a thouſand ſhells which are formed 
in the ocean, or of a thouſand ſeeds which ſpring from 
the earth? We admire the virtues of the ancient faints ; 
men „ that were honoured in their generation, and the 
« glory of their times“ We admire the meekneſs of 
Moſes, and the magnanimity of Elijah; the exalted 
piety of Iſaiah, and the enlarged wiſdom of Daniel; 
the active ſpirit of Joſhua, and the paſſive graces of Je- 
remiah. But what proportion, put them all together 
what proportion do they all bear to HIS obedience, 
auh is gone into heaven, angels and authorities and pw - 
ers being” made ſubjed? unte him f;? Who is called the 
HOLY ONE and the FUSTt ; not only by way of 
_ emphaſis, but by way of exclufion. Becauſe, no perſon 

is worthy of the character, no duties deſerve to be men- 


* Feckus, zliv. 7. f Pet. in. 22. þ Ads iii. 14. 


tioned, | 
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tioned, when CHRIST and /e righteouſneſs—his on- 
ly perfect righteouine(s—are under conſideration. 

If we talk of merit, what merit muit there be in ſuch 
immaculate ſanctity of ſoul, and ſuch exemplary inte- 
grity of conduct; ſuch fervent zeal tor GOD, and fuch 
compaſlionate good - will to man; tack conſummate 
worthineſs, and exteniive uſefulneis? Such as were ut- 
terly unknown before; have been abſolutely unequalled 
ſince; and never will, nor can be paralleled, through- 
out all ages !-—O my Theron! What 1s the drop of a 
bucket to the unfathomable waves oi the ocean? What 
is a grain of ſand to the unmeaturable dimenſions of 
the univerſe? What is an hour ora ent to the end- 
les revolutions of eternity? Such are ail human en- 
dowments,. and all human attainments, compared with 
HIS righteovineſs, who is fairer than the children if 
nen ; the chiefeft among ten thouſand |, aud who recetv- 
ed not the SPIRIT by meaſure t. 

And is this rightcouftets deſigned tor us 2 Is this to 
be our wedding-drefs, this our beautiful array, when 
we enter the regions of eternity? Unipeakabie privi- 


lege ls this what. GOD has provided. to ſupply,. 


more than ſupply our loin Adam! Boundleſs benig- 
nity Shall we be treated by the judge ct the werld 
as if we had performed all this unſinning and perfect. 
obedience? Well might the prophet cry out, like ons: 
loſt in aſtoniſhment, Zow great is tis gendnet Ho 
great indeed! Since all that the ZGRD FESUS did. 
and ſuffered, was done and ſuſſered ſor us men aud our 
ſalvation. +. Ii impuled unto us for righteouſneſs ||, and is 
the cauſe; the ſole but inſinitely ſufficient cauſe, of our 
juſtification. - 
Is not your heart enamonred, my dear” Theron; 
with a view of this incomprehenſibly rich grace? What 
ſo excellent, what ſo comfortable, what ſa defirable, as 
tais gift ofa. SAVIOUR's rightecuſnefs? Though de- 
lineated by this /eeb/e. pen, methinke, it has dignity and 
lory, enough to, (captivate our hearts and fire our af- 
ections: fire them with ardent and inextinguiſhable de- 
pfal. xlv. 2. + Cantic. v. 10. t lohn iii. 34, 


The words in the Ile charadler, are a teſtimony from the ce · 
lebreted Mr, Hook ER. Eceleſ. Pol. B. v. 


O x ſires 
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ſires after a perſonal intereſt and propriety in it.—0 
may the eternal SPIRIT reveal cur REDEE MER%; 
righteouſneſs, in all its heavenly beauty and divine 
luſtre! Then, I am perſuaded, we thall efteem it above 
every thing; we ſhall regard it as the one thing needtul; 
we ſhall count all things, in compariſon of it, worthlc(; 
as the chaff, and empty as the wind. 

To a fallen and immortal foul, every thing elfe is 
empty as the wind. But here ſinners may fect, aul be 
ſatisfied with the breaft of conſolation s yea, millions and 
thouſands of millions may milk out, and be delighted with 
the abundance of its. glery . Here we ſhall find the doc- 
trine of ſupererozation no longer a.chimera, but a de- 
liahtſul reality. Here indeed is an immenſe ſurpluſage, 
au inexhauſtible fund of merit , ſufficient to enrich a 
whole world of indigent and miſerable creatures. Suf- 
ficient to make their cup run over with a ſuperabun- 
dant fulneſs of peace and joy, ſo long as time ſhall laſt, 
and when time ſhall be no more. For, to uſe the apo- 
ſtle's weighty argument, / by one man's offence, death 
reigned by. one ; much more they who receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in 15/7 by 
ene, JESUS CHRIST}. Is it reafonable, that we 
{ſhould aſcribe more power to Adam, a. mere man, in 
making us ſinners; than to CHRIST, the GOD- man, 
in making us righteous? No verily. If ove offence, 


* Tſai, Ixvi. 11. This compariſon, I think, is peruliarly appo- 
ſite and ſignificant, The breaſts are prepared for the infant, before 
he ſees the light. The delicious nouriſhment which they afford, is 
not, in any degree, of his own providing, He has no other agency 
in the caſe, then to imbibe the liquor, and enjoy the refreſl,ment. 
Thus it is with regard to ſinners, and that righteouſneſs of their 
SAVIOUR, which procures their pardon and acceptance; from 
whence proceeds their ſanctification, and every ſpiri:aal bleſſing. 

+. Yet here is no rich fund (as a learned writer aſſerts) no fund 
at all, for the Pope's treaſury of meritcrious ſupererogating actions: 
unleſs CHRIST and the Pope are to be 1 the fame ſoct- 
ing: unleſs the ureffably excellent actions of JEHOVAH cur righ- 
teouſneſs, ani the miſerably defeQtive duties of 2 man like ourſelves, 
are to be decmed equally valuable. Since this will hardly be admitted 
by Proteſtants, I believe, Aſpaſio may ſafely call the obedience of 
CHRIST, the true ſupererogalion, as Mr. Ambroſe has called the 
blood of CHRIST, the true purgalcry, 


Rom. v. 17. 


committed 
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committed by one man, made all his poſterity charge- 


able with guilt, and liable to death, mucH Monks thall 
the naniold inſtances of our divine REDEEMER's 
obedience, abſolve all his people from condemnation 
and puniſhment, and intitle them to the honours and 
joys of immortality. | 
Think not, that what I have written is the lan- 
age of rant. It is a paraphraſe, though, I mult con- 
els, but a fcanty paraphraſe, on David's practice 
and David's faith. My mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy rigb- 
teauſneſs and thy ſalvation all the day *, for I know not the 
numbers thereof. The ſuper-eminent righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, and the great falvation obtained thereby, 
he declares, ſhall be the choſen, the principal ſubje& of 
his diſcourſe, Not on a Sabbath only, but on every 
* Pal. Ixxi., 15. I cannot but obſerve, that righteouſneſs and fal- 
vation are frequently connected, by the author of the ptalms, and 
by the prophet Ifaiah; in order to intima e, that the one is fouad- 
ed on the other; the latter derives its orizin from the former; there 


can be no ſalvation without a righteouineſs, a real, proper, lau- 
fulfilling righteouſneſs, — At the ſame time, I am ſenſible, that the 


word righteouſaeſs may ſignify GOD's goodneſs ia waking, and 


len hfulneſs in performing his promiſes unto David. Salvation may 
like wiſe denote the delivery of that afflicted hero from all his perſe- 
cutors, and his eſtabliſhment on the throne of Iſrael. 

But if we ſhould confine the ſenſe within theſe narrow limits, 
how comfortlefs the favour even to David himſelf, conſidered 2s an 
immortal being! How much more inſignificant to us and otbers, on 
whom the ends of the world are come! Therefore, how unworthy 
of that infinite GOD, who is the father of the ſpirits of all fleſh; - 
who fees, at one view, whatever is, or has been, or ſhall exiſt ; 
who, when he ſpeaks, ſpeaks to all his children, in every period 
of time, and in every nation under heaven. (See verſe 18.) As 
much as a tuter, when delivering his lectures, addreſſes himſelf to 
«ll his pupils, whether they fit at his right-hand or his left, before 
him or on every kde. | 

Whereas, if righteouſneſs ſignifies the meritorious obedience of 
CHRIST, and falvation implies the benefits of his redemption, the 
ſenſe is no longer ſhrivell d, impoveriſhed, and mean; but rich, au- 
guſt, and magrificent. It pours conſolation among all people, kin- 
d teds, and tongues. It is worthy o tzat GOD, who ſeeth the 
things, and regardeth the perſons, which are nut as though they 
were. It comports exactly with that revelation in which CHRIST 
* 8 alpha and the omega, the beginging and the end, the ſum 
tot al. | 

This note is already too long; otherwiſe I ſhould gratify my in- 
clination, and give a ſanction to my ſentiment, by tranſcribiag Vi- 
tringa's expoſition of Iſai. xlv. 8. | 


day 


FS 
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day of the week, of the year, of his life. Not barely at 
the ſtated returns of ſolemn devotion, but on every 
common occalion ; in every ſocial interview, a// tte day 
hong. —Why will he thus dwell, perpetually and inva- 
riably dwell, on this darling theme? Becauſe, he Ku 


not the numbers tlereaſ. It is impoſſible to meaſure the 


value, or exhauſt the fulneſs. of theſe bleſſings. The 
righteouſneſs is unſpeakable, the ſalvation is everlaſting, 
To compute the duration of the one, numbers fail ; to 
deſcribe the excellency of the other, words are at a loſs. 
This will appear in a clearer light, if, to-the perfec- 
tion of his obedience, we add the 72a;2/}y of our SA- 
VIOUR's pern. A proper ſubject for ſome future let- 
ter. In the mean time, let me deſire my friend, the 
friend of my boſom, to contemplate our LORD IE. 
SUS under that lovely and augult character, ros 
u Holi ness“. And, for my part, | will not ceaſe to 
pray, that a ſenſe of this ſupereminently grand and pre- 
cious righteouſneſs may be written on my Theron's 
heart.— On thoſe. living tables, may it be like figures 
cut on a rock of ſolid marble, or inſcribed on the bark 
of a growing tree: be /a/ting in its duration as the for- 
mer, and ſpreading in its influence as the latter.— It 
will then be a ſure proof, that his name is written in 
the book of life; and it thall then be a. moſt plealiny 
pattern for 
the afſefion,. 
the gratitude, i v7 
and. the friendſhip, W957 
| his. AsPAS10;. 


P. S. You give a molt aſtoniſhing account of the pre/+ 


ſure of the atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing indeed! that 


we ſhould be continually ſurrounded, continually 


overwhelmed,. with ſuch a load of air; quite dread- 


* 


ful to think upon! Vet not be cruthed to death, no, 


nor be. ſenſible of the leaſt weight. — his, I think, 
- may ſerve to repreſent the ſtate of à ſinnar, unawa- 


- #* Exod. xv. II, 


tered 
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tened from carnal ſecurity. Loads, more than meun» 
tgincus loads of guilt, are upon his ſoul, and he per- 
ceives not the burden, For this reaſon, he is under 
no apprehenſions of the vengeance and fiery indigna- 
tion, which he deſerves; he has no ſuperlative eiteem 
for the atonement and merits of the REDEEMER, 
which alone can deliver him from the wrath to come. 
But, if once his conſcience f#e/s what his lips, per- 
haps, have often repeated; We do earneſtly repent 
« us of theſe our miſdoings; the remembrance of 
© them i; grievous unto us, the burden of them is 
« intolerable ;” then how will he prize ſuch a text: 
The LORD laid on CHRIST the iniquity of us all! 
How will he long for an intereſt in the LAMB of 
GOD, which tdketh away the ſin of the world! Then, 
that JESUS who has fini/hed the tranſgreſfſion, and 
braught in everlaſting righteouſneſs, will be all his ſal - 
vation, and all his deſire. 


— —— 


LETTER: VIIL 


Asgragro ##'THEROMN. 


Dear THtrON, : 


| HAVE juſt been reading that exquiſitely fine piece 
of ſacred hiſtory, The /ife , Foſeph. A hiſtory— 
illuminated with a variety of ſurpriſing incidents, and 
unexpected revolations—ennobled with the molt heroic - 
inſtances of triumphant virtue, both amidſt the allures 
ments of temptation, and under the preſſures of aſſlie- 
tion—animated with ſuch tender and pathetic, ſuch 
melting and alarming touches of natural eloquence, as 
every reader mult feel, and every true critic will ad- 
mire. | 
When I came to that remarkable injunction, with 
which the generous viceroy diſmiſſed his brethren ; 2 
ſhall tell my father of all my ghry in Egypt I pauſed — 
I pondered—I was ſtruck. Certainly, this was enjoin» 


* Gen, xlv. 13. | 
k =” 
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ed, not by way of oſtentation; but on account of the 
pleaſure, which, he knew, it would yield the good old 
patriarch, —Was it ſome kind prompting angel, on the 
voice of gratitude and devotion, that whiſpered in my 
ear? „Should not the children of men likewiſe tell one 
« another of all the glory *, which their REDEEMER 
4 poſſeiles in heaven and on earth? Will not this afford 
« them the ſublimeſt pleaſure here, and be a ſource of 
& the moſt refined ſatisfaftion for ever and ever? 

Though I had almoſt determined to write no more, 
till you could make a demand, upon the foot of value 
received, willingly I recede from my intended reſolu- 
tion, and obey this pleaſing hint. But abs can declare 
the noble act of the LORD FESUS CHRIST, or ſhew 
forth all bis praiſe — However, if I may but % gut 
his adorable name, and preſent my friend with a 
glimpſe, or a broken view of. his divine perfections, even 
this will be deſirable and delightful. Far more deſi- 
Table and delightful, than to behold Rome in its mag- 
nificence, St. Paul in the pulpit, or king Solomon on 
his throne F * | 

Let me take the /ar# for my pattern; which, as 1 
was lately returning from an evening ramble, attracted 
my obſervation.—Warbling her CREATOR's praiſe, 


* To ſee the glory of CHRIST, is the grand bleſſing which our 
LORD folicits and demands for his diſciples, in his left ſolemn in- 
terceſlion, John xvii. 24. It is that, which will complete the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of heaven; and fill its inhabitants with joy unſpeakable and. 
glorious. * Surely, then, we {bould {endeavour to anticipate, in 
ſome degree, that celeſtial bliſs; and batiucte our fouls to this ſa- 
cred exerciſe, which will be our buſineſs and our reward to endleſs 
ages. te | 

© Should the reader deſire affiſtance in this important work, I 
would refer him to a little treatiſe of Dr. Owen's, intitled Mediſa- 
tions on the glory of CHRIST.—' Tis little in ſize, not fo in value. 
Was TI to ſpeak of it in the claſſical ſtyle, I ſhould call it aureus, 

emmeus, mellitus. But I woula rather ſay, it is richly repleniſhed 
with that uni on from the HOLY ONE, wiich tends to enlighten 
the eyes, aud cheer the heart; which ſweetens the ct joyments of 
life, ſoftens the horrors of death, and prepares fur the ſruitions of 
eternity. IN | 

- + Thefe, if I remember right, are the three things which St.. 
Auguſtine declared, would, beyond all others, moſt eminently gra- 


tify his curicfty. _ . 
ſhe. 


— 
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ſhe mounted in the ſerene ſky. Still ſhe warbled, = d 
ſtill ſhe mounted, as though the meant to carry her tri- 
bute of harmony unto the very gates of heaven. Ha- 
ving reached, at laſt, her higheſt elevation, and per- 
ceiving herſelf at an immenſe diſtance from the ſtarry 
regions, ſhe droppe on a ſucden to the earth; and 
diſcontinued, at once, both to ſing and to ſoar. Now 
the morning appears, and is awakening the world, our 
little ſongſter retunes her throat, and re- exerts her 
wings. —As I have endeavoured, very imperfectly en- 
deavoured, to ſtrike out a ſhadowy draught of our 
LORD's complete obedience ; I would, though abſo- 
Jutely unequal to the taſk, once more reſume my pen, 
and attempt—what would I attempt ?—nothing like a 
diſplay, but only a faint fetch of his perſonal dignity. 
Such as may juſt ſerve to demonſtrate, that the man of 
Nazareth is the GOD of heaven. 
Firſt let me obſerve, that, for ſdme time paſt, we have 
been viſited with the moſt uncomtortable weather; deau- 
, nights, and ſultry days. The firmament was more 
like a glowing turnace, than the region of refreſhing 
rain.— The earth lay parched with thirſt, and chapped 
with heat. The meadows were drained of their hu- 
midity, and all the flowers hung their fading heads.— 
The ſtreams, which uſed to flow parallel with the ver- 
dant margin, abandoned their banks. Diminiſhed and 
diſcoloured, they funk to the very bottom of their oozy 
channels.—Nature in general ſeemed to be. reſigning 
the * robe of beauty, for the garment of heavineſs. 
Drought was in all our borders, and famine, we fear- 
ed, was not far behind. Clouds of duſt, obſcured the 
air, tarniſhed the hedges, and almoſt ſmothered the 
traveller. But not one cloud of frecy white appeared, 
to variegate the blue expanſe, or give us hopes of a 
reviving ſhower *. z 
| | #5. . T 


At ſuch x juncture, how pertinent is the queſtion propoſed by 
the Almighty MAJESTY ? Job xxxzviii. 37, 38. he con num- 
zer, muſter or arrange, the clouds in pr So as to have them 
ready at hand, on any emergency. Aud who can empty thoſe bottles 
ef heaven, in eopious but ſeaſanable effuſions upon the earth? hen, 
4s in the caſe deſcribed above, the duſt of the roads is attenuated in- 
"9 10 


— — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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It reminded me of that awful threatening denoun- 
ced by Moſes on a wicked people; the heaven, that i; 
over thy head, ſhall be braſs ; and the earth, that is un- 
der thee, ſhall be iron f. — It made me apprehenſive of 


that terrible ſtate which the prophet ſo emphatically 
deſcribes z; the field is waſted, and the land mourneti. 


The ſeed is rotten under the clodt, and the haroeft periſh. 
eth. The garners are laid deſolate, and the barns are 
broken doaun.— The new wine is dried up; the oil lan- 
guiſheth ; and all the trees of the field are withered. — 
How do the beaſts groan ! the herds of cattle are perplex- 
ed. Yea, the flocks of ſheep are made defolate. Becau/: 
the rivers ef waters are dried up, and the fire hath de- 
voured the paſtures of the wilderneſs 4. But, blefſed be 
the divine PROVIDENCE, our fears are vaniſhed, 
and a moſt joyfu} change has taken place. The LOKD 
hath /ent a gracious rain upon his inheritance, and re- 
Sreſhed it, when it was weary *. 3 
Yeſterday in the afternoon, the wind fhifting to the 
ſouth, rouſed the dormant clouds, and brought ſome of 
thoſe agreeable ſtrangers on its wings. —At firſt, they 


came failing in ſmall, and thin, and ſcattered parties. 


eee the valley are glued faſt tage 
PA. 
+ Dent. xxviii. 23. | { Joel i. 10, &c. 

* Pfal. Ixviii. 9. The original is remarkably bold, beautiful and 
expreſſive. It expreſſes not only the thing done, but the manner 
of doing it; not barely the act of ſending rain, but that very pe- 
culiar manner, in which the bleſſing is ſent. So that the reader is 
both informed of the event, and has it exhibited, as it were, in a 
picture before his eyes. 

The word ſignifies to diſ,il, as the honey-comb drops its delici- 
ous juices. It (ignifies alſo to move to and fro, from one fide to 
another, as the prieſt moved the wave-offering towards the tour 
corners of heaven.— r Thou ſtakeft ont, or canſeft to diftil : de- 
noting the gentle and gradual fall. Thou waveſt, or d:ſper/eft 
abread : denoting the wide, the univerſal diſtribution, of this moſt 
valuable gift.— rain eu> rain of Hiberalities. Which implics the 
moſt copious effuſion, and the moſt extenſive benefits. The effuſi- 
on ſo copious, that there is enough to ſupply every ſpot; to ſaturate 
every ſoil; and fink to the very roots of every vegetable. The be- 
nefits ſo extenſive, that they gladden every animal; they cheriſh 
every plant; they fertilize and exhilarate all nature.—They are 
therefore, what no language fo happily expreſſes as the Hebrew, 


Anon, 


rain of liberalilics. 
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Anon, the flying ſquadrons advanced in larger de- 
tachments, more cloſely wedged, and more deeply la- 
den. Till at laſt, the great rendezvous completed, 
they formed into a body of ſuch depth, and extended 
their wings with ſuch a ſweep, as darkened the fun, 
and overipread the whole hemiſphere. 

Juſt at the cloſe of day, the gales, which eſcorted the 
ſpongy treaſures, retired ; and reſigned their charge to 
the diſpoſal of a profound calm. Not a breeze thook 
the moſt tremulous lezi. Not a curl ruffled the 
ſmooth expanſive lake. All things were ſtill, as in at- 
gentive expectation. The ruſſet heath, and the ſlippery 
lawn, ſeemed to gaſp aſter the hovering moiſture, Na- 
ture, with all her ſupplant tribes, in expreſſive plead- 
ing ſilence, ſolicited the falling fruitfulneſs. Nor plead- 
ed long, nor ſolicited in vain. | 

The /owerr, gentle, ſoſt, and balmy, deſcend. The 
veſlels of heaven unload their precious freight, and en- 
rich the impoveriſhed glebe. The liquid ſweetneſs, 
which is incomparably more beneficial than trickling 
ſilver, diſtils. Through all the night, it diſtils, and 
cools the torrid air, and revives the languiſhig earth, 
and cheriſhes every living thing. 

Now the ſun, ud and reſulgeut, iſſues through the por- 
tals of the eaſt. Pleaſed, as it were, to have emerged from 
the late abyſs of darknets, he looks abroad with pecu- 
liar gaiety, and the moſt engaging ſplendours. He 
looks through the diſburthened air, and finds a glad- 
dened world, that wants nothing but his all{-cheering 
beams to render its ſatisfaction complete. 


Te glory comes Hail to thy rifing ray, 
Great lamp of lights aid ſecond fource of day ! 
Js robe the wworid, each nipping gale remove, 
Treat every ſenſe, and beam creating love &. 


At his auſpicious approach, the freſhened mountains 
lift their heads, and ſmile. T be garden opens its aro- 
mate ſtores ;' and breathes, as from a ſuming altar, 
balm to the ſaiell, and incenſe to the ſkies. The little 


* Theſe beautiful Ines are borrowed from theSeA-pitce, Can- 
to IV. A narretofy, philoſophical, and deſcriptive poem, written 
by wy ingenious ſricud, Dr. Kirk patrick. ' 


Vol. II. P hills, 
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hills, crowned with ſpringing plenty, clap their fault 
on every fide. The moiſtened plains, and irrignous 
valleys, laugh and ing. While their waters, lately ex- 
haulted, again are made deep, and their rivers run lil: 
oil *, 

The whole earth, ſaturated with the bounty of heu- 
ven, and fu/bed with humid life, wears a thouſand 
marks of gratitude and complacency. Wathed by the 
copious rain, how bright and vivid is the univerſal 
verdure ! The green carpet below, may almoſt vie 
with the J/ue canopy above F,— The foreſt, and every 
tree, burniih their colours, and array themſelves in 
their fineſt apparel. Which, as on a day of general 
feſtivity, is delicatcly decked with gems. From every 
paſture, and from all the grove, the voice of pleaſure 
and of melody reſounds. While the offictous zephyrs 
walt the floating harmony, blended with native per- 
fumes ; gently waft them to the ſenſes, and touch the 
very foul with tranſport. 

Could there be a more brilliant appearance, or more 
exuberant demouſtrations of joy, even to celebrate the 
anniverſary of Nature's birth? With what admirable 
propriety. has the Pſalmiſt compared yonder orient ſun, 
in all his ſparkling grandeur, to a young exulting br1-- 
groom t; who comes forth, with every heightened or- 
nament from his chamber, to ſhew himſelf in the moſt 
ditingniſhed period of his life, and to receive the bleſ- 
ſing which conſummates his happineſs ! 

This moſt charming and equally majeſtic ſcene, re- 
ens to my memory that fine deſcription of the MES- 
SIAH, extant in the laſt lovely ſtrains of the Iſraeli- 
tilh ſwan $—ZE hall tr welcome and falutary as lle 


* Fzex. xxxil. 14. a 
f Teiler dig H,, hg A Yn, s, Mixes Tur, fe DA 
ba. rw πν . Chryſoſl. in Gen, 
+ Pfal. xix. 5. 
$ TſraeFriifſh ſtwan— That is, David, ſo called by Aſpaſio, in al- 
luſion to thoſe well-known lines of the poet, 
Multa dircaum læ vat aura cygnium, 


And not without a reference to the poplar notion, that the ſwan 
ſings the mo# melodious notes in its laſt moments. Fuit hec fa- 
eundi ſenis quaſi cygnea vox. VULLY., 
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light of the morning, when the ſun ariſeth to chaſe tlie 
malignant ſhades, and pour day through the reviving 
world. He ſhall be as the light of a morning, that is 
molt ſerenely fair; without eit her ſtorms to diſturb, or 
clouds to obſcure the glorious, the delightful dawn. Yea, 
his appearance ſhall be more beauti/ul, and his influen- 
ces mor? beneficial , than the clear ſhining of that grand 
luminary, after a night of ſettled gloom, and ſhowers 
of inceſlant rain. When his beams ſhed animating 
warmth, and vital luſtre, an the tender graſs impearled 
with dews, and on all the green treaſures of the teem- 
ing earth, | | 

As we have already contemplated the bleſſed J H- 
SUS, under the amiable character of the JUST ONE; 
the foregoing pailage of ſcripture exhibits him to our 
faith, iu the more majeſtic qualty of THE LORD 
OF GLORY.—Or rather, unites the two grand pe— 
culiarities, which render him axparalicled in his perſon- 
al, and all-/ufficient in his mediatorial capacity. 

Great, unipeakably great and glorious would our 
SAVIOUR appear, if we had no other manifeſtations 


+ More beautiful, more beneficial, than the clear ſhining. 2 Sam. 
XXiii. 4.— Thus we have venturcd to tranſlate, or rather to parts 
phraf, the words un. That the prefix d often occurs in the 
comparative accepteiion, and conveys the tdea of pre-eritacnce, is 
plain from Pal, xix. 10. where our inspired author, que raviite 
ed with the love of the ſcred otacles, declares; They are cue 


beyond gold, even beyond much fine gold ; they are frutet Beyond 


boney, and the drt ppings of the honeycomb. ——That the adjective, 
which ſhould expreis this pre-eminence, is tometimes omitted, and 
to be ſupplied from the context, is equally plain from Ii. x. 18. 
where the Aflyrian monarch, boalting of his conqueſts, fays ; As 
my bund hath ſubdued the kingdoms of the idols, even thaje whoſe g ra- 
ven image: Born EMPTY were more reputable and excellent than 
thoſe of Jerusalem. OE; 


If this ſenſe is admitted, we have a fine compariſon, and a grand 


advance upen it. Diſploying, vitn the utmoſt frength of tenti- 
ment and imagery—at the ſame time, acknuwledging the ih- 
ency of the ſtrongeſt ſentiments and brighcelt image, adequatc!y to 
diſplay the glory of CHRIS T's kingdom, the beraguity of his ad- 
miniſtration, and the bleſſings of his grace. Should the tranſlation 
appear too free and daring, and not approve itſelf to the exact is 
fic, the ſenſe, however, 1s unqueſtionably juſt ; agreeable to the 
whole tenour of ſcripture; and can want no rec:mmendation to the 
intelligent Chriſtians 
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of his excellency, than thoſe which preceded his my- 

erious incarnation. —In the ancient ſcriptures he 
ſtands characterized as the ſupreme object of G0 D' 
ineffable complacency; veſted with a glory prior to 
the birth of time, or the exiſtence of things; even 74s 
glory which he had with the FATHER, before the world 
ava; He is every where repreſented, as the ultimate 
deſire, and the only hope, of all the ends of the earth; 
the ſeed, of ineſtimable and univerſal importance, in 
whom all nations ſhould be bleſſed.— In thoſe royal, or 
rather divine ads and monuments, he is recognized, as 
The RULER of GOD's people; whoſe dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdom from gene- 
ration to generation. ——-How auguſt, how venerable is 
this SOVEREIGN ! Since it was the higheit honour 
of the moſt eminent ſaints, and renowned monarchs 7, 
to act as his harbingers, The ſplendour of the temple, 
the richneſs of its ornaments, and the ſolemnity of its 
_ ſervices, were the enſigns of his grandeur ; were lis 
ſacred regalia, intended to uſher him into the world 
with becoming ſtate. 

Sacrifices, inſtituted and uſed almoſt from the foun- 
dation of the world, give us very exalted apprehenſions 
of CHRIST, who 1s the bright, the polar ſtar, to 
which all thoſe needles invariably pointed. Should we 
ſee galleries built, avenues opened, paſſages hung with 
ſcarlet and embroidery, in order to introduce fome 
great perſonage to the obſervation of the public. If 
theſe preparations had been made, with inceſſant aſſi- 
duity, for four months only, how high an idea ſhould 
we form, concerning the expected ſtranger! What then 
mult we think of that MESSIAH, the dignity of his 
perſon, and the greatneſs of his work, for whoſe com- 


John xvii. 5. 

+ Mofes, for- inſtance, and Jeſhua, David and $-lomon, were 
types, ſtrongly marked types, of our great LAWGIVER and 
DELIVERER, of gur divine RULER and PREACHER. But 
none prefigured the bleſſed JESUS more eminently than Melchite- 
d-k. His name 62nifies vightennſneſi, and his city ſignifies peace, 
In both uhich reſpects, he typificd that blefied and only potentate ; 
who is the LORD our righieouſueſs, and u bath made our peace by 
the blocd of bis croſs. N | 
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ing preparation was made, by a grand train of ſa- 


erifices and coſtly rites, through the long, long ſpace. 


of four thouſand years ? On whom the attention of 
mankind was fixed, ever fince the fall of Adam, and 
for whom was all the expectation of the people of 
GOD, in every age cf the world. Should we not 
think him worthy to be (what the Jews reckoned their 
temple and ſacrifices) the excellercy of our ſtrength ; the 
foy of our glory; and the defire of cur eyes * ? 

Every in{pired prophet was his herald; depnted to 
blazon his perfections, or foretel his coming; to give 
us a portrait of his perſon, a ditplay of his offices, or a 
detail of his benefits. Let us hear one, ſpeaking the ſen- 
timents of all. 0D the SAVIOUR came from Teman, 
and the HOLY ONE from Mount Paran. His glory covered 


the heavens, and the earth was full of bis praiſe . Thun- 
a ders 


® Fzck. xxiv. 21, 25+ 

+ See Habak. ti. The greateſt part of which ſublime ode, re- 
fers to the wonderful works recorded by Moſes and ſoſhua. It 
ſeems, eſpecially in the exordium, to be an imitution of that ma- 
jeftic deſcription with which the Jewiſh legiſlator introduces his laſt 
folema benediftion, Deut. xxxiti,—'PFheic works are by Aſpaſio 
#fcribed to CHRIST, And, I think, it is demonſtrably certain, 
that EUS CHRIST is the JEHOVAH celebrated in the boots 
of Mutes, and in the wrizzngs of the prophets. It is CARIST, 
who dwelt in the burning buſh, and walked in the burning ficry 
furnace, It i CHRIST, who wrought the miracles in Epypt, 
and the wonders in the field of Zoan. The temporal Deliverer, 
and the eternal REDEEMER of Ifrael, are one aud the ſame.— 
He is that capt in of the hojts of the LORD, who gave the nations 
as duſt to their ſword, and as driven ſtubble to their bow, Jolh, v. 
14. -——He is that mighty ove, who puniithed the ſtout heart of the 
king of Aﬀyriaz who cut down the thickets of his foreſt, and lop- 
ped his bough with terror, Iſai. x. 34. He gave M»/es his commil- 
ſion; gave Moſes his law; and was both the LORD, and the end, 
of that ſacred, ſignificant, myſterious economy, Heb. ui. 3, 4, 5- 
Heb. xii. 26. 

It may be a delightful and profitable employ, to examine the 
harmony of the Old and New Teftaments on this grandeſt of all 
truths, We ſhall diſcover many infallible proofs. of our LORD's 
divine nature, if we compare the paſſages one with another. Ob- 
ſerving how the things, which, by the apoſtles, are muſt expreſsly 
aſcribed to CHRIS T; are celebrated, by tne prophets, as the pe- 
culiar attributes, incommunicable perfections, 4 the only true 
GOD.—By way of ſample, I take leave to ſelect the following 

P 3 texts; 
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ders ſounded his trumpet, and the lightning; wa- 
ved bis banners. Before him went the peſtilence, for 
the deſtruction of his enemies ; but ſor the deliverance 
of Iſrael, He rode upon his horſes and chariots of ſulva- 
tion. The mountains ſaw Him, and they trembled ; u 
everlaſiing hills, and they bowed their heads. The abyſs 
uttered her voice, and acknowledged his ſovercignty 
through her deepeſt caverns ; ths towering ſi:rges * lifted 
ed up their lands, and remained in a ſuſpended poſture, 
while his people paſſed through their opening lines. — 
Indeed, both depth, and height, and every creature, 
have paid Him homage, and done Him ſervice. And 
ſhall nor we, my dear Theron, ſubmit to bis righteouſ: 
6/3 ? Submit! ſhall we not embrace it, rely on it, 
and, with joyful hearts, with triumphant tongues, ſay, 
There is none, there is nothing lite it. 

Does not all mankind agree to eſtimate the merit of 
the practice, according to the dignity of the perſon ? If 
a neighbour of inferior rank, viſit ſome poor afflicted 
wretch, in a coarſe garret, and on a tattered bed, it 
3s no very extraordinary favour. But if a lady of the 
firſt diſtinction, or a nobleman of the higheſt order, 
perform the ſame office, it is a much more remarkable, 
a much more admired inſtance of ſelf-denying charity. 
On the foot of this calculation, to what a ſupercrrent 
beight will the worthineis of our LORD's obedience 
riſe ! It will riſe, like ſome magnificent edifice, whoſe 
baſis reits upon the centre; whoſe dimenſions fill the 
hemiſphere, and whoſe turrets glitter in the ſky. Or 
rather, it will extend itſelf to immenſity, where length, 
and breadth, and all dimenſions are loſt, Especially, 
if we confider—the name, He bears; and the honcurs 


texts; each affociated with his mate, or correſponding portion of 
ſcripture, Matt. ii. 3. Iſai. xl. 3. John xii. 41. Iſai. vi. 1, 2» 
I» Rom. xiv. 10, 11. Iſai. xly. 22, 23.—1 Cor. i. 27 
Jer. ix. 23, 24.— 1 Cor. x. 9. Numb. xxi. 6, 7. Eph. iv. 
7, 8. Pſal. Ixvili. 17, 18.—— Heb. i. 6. Pſal. xcvii. 7. Heb. i. 
8, 9. Pfal. xlv. 6, 7.— cb. i. 10, 17, 12. Pſal. cii. 25, 26, 
27.— Rev. i 8, 11, Iſai. Ii. 4. Iſai. Ixiv. 6. Exod iii. 14. 

* which, I think, is put in oppoſition to BIN aud forms a 
beautiful contraſt, Ver. 10. 

+ 2 Sam, xxi. 9. 


He 
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He receives--the works He has done; and thoſe migh- 
tier works He is appointed to do. 

The names He bears. — The title by which IE- 
SUS of Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly world; 
the name written on his veſture, and on his thigh, is 
KING F kings, and LORD of lord: *.—The deſerip- 
tion, which the incomprehenſible JTLHOVAH gives of 
the ſurety for ſinful men, runs in this exalted ſtrain ; 
The man that is MY FELLCW T. Which the apoſtle 
explains, in that memorable and majeſtic clauſe; He 


thought it no robbery io be equal with GOD j.—The 
HOLY 


Rev. xiv. 16. 

+ Zech. xiii. 9. Tu Contribulis vel coequalis. My fellow, or 
my equal,——"Fhe original ex reflion occurs nowhere, but in this 
verſe of Zechariah, and in the book of Leviticus. In one text it 
is explained by br:ther, or partaker of the ſame nature. In every 
other place, 1 believe, it will he found to ſignify, not barely a 
neighbour, but an equal ; one who ſtands upon the ſame level, with 
regard to the claims of equity, and the common rights of life.— 
In either ſenſe, it militates ſtrongly for the divinity of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST. 

t Phil. ii. 6. Some writers, TI am aware, have endeavoured to 
interpret away this evidence of our LORD's divine nature. But 
I think with great injury to the coutext, and no leſs violence to 
the phraſe. 


Apraſu>. as far as I can ſerve, denotes, not the prize or 
b, but the act of plundering or taking the ſpoil ; Tp/a rapiendi 
atlio, Vid. STEPH. Theſaur. Grec. Ling. If 1o, the text moſt 
raturally implies, that CHRIST counted it no act of robbery 3 uo 
mvalion of another's prerogative; but looked upon it as his unque- 
ſtionable right, to be equa] with GOD, and to receive all divine ho- 
nours. Nevertheleſi, (æx de, Rom. v. 14.) He was fo far from 
tenaciouſly inſiſting upon, that he willingly retinquiſhed the claim. 
He was content to torego the magnibecent diſtinctions of the CRE» 
ATOR, and to appear in the form of a cre-ture. Nay, to he made 
in the likeneſs of the fallen creatures; and not only to ſhare the 
diſgrace, but to ſuffer the puniſhment due to the meane/t and wileſt 
among them all. An example of humility worthy to be diſ- 
played by the cloquenee of an apoſtle, or the tongue f an archan- 
gel! Worthy to be the everlaſting pattern, and the everlaſting 
praiſe of all believers. But an example, infinitely depretiated, 
if we ſuppoſe its great Author to be nothing more than a ſcrap of 
exiſtenee; for all his qualifications a debior ; pay, borrowing leave 
even io be. 


However Ag σ be tranſlated, the ſtreſs of the argument, I 
apprehend, lies upon the word ia. If this ſigniſies a real and 
proper equality, the proof feems, to me at leaſt, „ 

ow 


— „ 
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HOLY GHOST, ſpeaking of the virgin's ſon, enume- 
rates ſeveral grand diſtinctions, both of his perſon and 
his office. He ſtyles the child that ſhould be born, 
The WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, /e EVER- 
LASTING FATHER, te MIGHTY GOD, . 
PRINCE OF PEACE *.—The ſame inſpired writer, 
though eloquent above all orators, and more ſublime 
than the loftielt poet, cries out in rapturous aſtonith— 
ment, Who can declare his generation f? What pencil 
can paint, what language can exprels, his matchleſs 
excellencies? And may we not with equal propriety 
demand; who can declare the meritorious perfection 
of his righteouſneſs ?- It is precious beyond compari- 
ſon, beyond imagination. 

The honours which our LORD receives, are propor- 
tioned to the illuſtrious characters which He ſuſtains. — 
John the Baptiſt, than whom a greater prophet, or a 
better judge, was not born of woman, profetles himſelf 
unworthy to ſloop down and unlocſe the latchet of bis ſhner® : 
unworthy, though a burning and ſhining light in his 

eneration, to perform the meaneſt ſervice to this 

RINCE of heaven.—Stephen, who leads the van m 
the noble army of Chriſtian martyrs, beheld ſuch a repre- 
ſentation of his crucified MASTER's glory, as enabled 
him to exult with divine delight, even amidit the furious 


How ſhall we determine the exact ſignificancy of this important 
word ? By. having recourſe to Homer's works, or to Heathen au- 
thors ? This, in caſe the ſacred writers will decide the queſtion, 
would be like going from Jeruſalem to Athens for the folution of 
a religious doubt, even while the college of apoltles is aficmbicd at 
the former city. The word occurs five or {ix times in their wrii- 
tings. They uſe it, it is true, in the adjective form, but the ad- 
jective is very ſufficient to ſettle the ſignification of the adverb. If 
I know the meaning of cs, I ſhall be at no loſs to underſtand the 
import of . — See Matt, xx. 12. Luke vi. 34. John v. 18. 
Acts xi. 17. Rev. xxi. 16. In all which places it expretiles, not 
a bare reſemblance or likeneſs only, but a real and proper equality. 
As Milton ſpeaks of CHRIST, alluding to this paſſage, aud fine- 
ly illuſtrating its ſenſe ; 


Thron'd in higheſt bliſs, 
Equal to GOD, and equally enjcying 
Godlike fruition, . 
Ifai. ix. 6. + Iſai. Iii. 8. * Mark i. 7. 
aſſaults 
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aſſaults of his perſecutors, and under the inſupportable 
blows of his murderers 1. Aſſured, that JESUS has 
all power in heaven and earth, by an a& of the moſt 
ſolemn worſhip, he cammits his departing /oul (that un- 
ſpeakably important truſt!) to the omnipotent hand of 
his REDEEMER #.—Nor by the firit martyr alone, 
but in all churches of the ſaints, and in every age of 
Chriſtianity, has the LORD JESUS been addreſſed 
as the conſtant object of his people's adoration ; and ac- 
knowledged, as the ever faithful dzp;/tary of their eter- 
nal Hntereſte. g 

When Iſaiah beheld a viſionary manifeſtation of 
CHRIST ||, the firit-born ſons of light were waiting 
around Him, in poſtures of dutiful ſubmiſſion. Theſe 
celeſtial beings, whoſe very ſet are too bright for mor- 
tals to view, veiled their faces before his infinitely ſu- 
periour eſfulgence. The ſeraphs, who are all zeal and 
all love, celebrate his perfections, and cried one to ano- 
ther, The whole earth is full of his glery.— And is not 
heaven alſo filled with his glory? Does not heaven like» 
wiſe reſound with his praiie? The beloved diſciple, in 
a vition no lefs clear, and far more magnificent, be- 
holds the LAMB that was ſlain ſtanding in the / 
of a reſplendent hene. Which is moſt beautifully 
adorned with a circling rainbow, terribly diguiſied 
by the blaze of lightnings, and awfully ſurrounded 
with peals of thunder. Before this augult throne, and 
at the diſpoſal of the once ſlaughtered SAVIOUR, are 
feven lamps of burning fire; expreſſive of the DIVINE 
SPIRIT, in all the variety of his miraculous gitts and 
ſanctiſying graces “. Four and t venty elders, clothed 
in white raiment, with crowns on their heads, and the 
harps of GOD in their hands, fall proſtrate in deepeſt 
homage before the LAMB. They rike the golden 
ſtrings, and ſing that ſublime euchariſtie hymn ; Tn 
art worthy to take the book, and to oper the ſeals thereof: 
fer thou waſt lain, and haſt redeemed us to GOD by 
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 


+ Acts vn. 56. Acts vii. 59. 2 
| 1fai. vi. 1. 2, Cc. compared with John xii. 41. 


Rev. iv. 5. 
and 
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and nation; and haſt made us, unto our GOD, Ving, 
and prizf/ts f. > 

Bell the hierarchies of angels: they are in number 
ten thouſand times ten thoufand-—AIll are children of 
the King immortal, and each is brighter than the morn. 
ing ſtar.—Zark! they raiſe their voices, and awaken 
all the powers of harmony. Hoſannas, loud and rp- 
turous, fill the eternal regions.—Do you inquire, /! 7; 
is the cauſe of this ſacred jubilee, and what is the bur- 
den of this celeſtial ſong ? The very Perſon we are ex- 
tolling, and the very doctrine we would eſtabliſh. 77. 
thy, they cry, worthy is the LAMB, that was ain, to 
recetve power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, ard 
honour, and glory, and bleſſing. Nor thele alone, but every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, join the immenſe 
chorus. In ſweet reſponſive {trains of melody and de- 
votion, they ſing and ſpeak praiſes to IMMANUEL : 
Bleſſing, and hongcur, and glory, and power, be unto Him 
that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the LAMB fer erer 
and ever *. 

This, you obſerve, is the devout acknowledgment, 
not only of the cherubim, the ſeraphim, and the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect, but of every creature. —The 
ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, which garniſh the He- 
vens—beaſts and creeping things, mountains and hills, 
fruitful trees and all cedars, which repleniſh the earth — 
metals and minerals, gems and foſſils, the ſubterrane- 
ous riches of nature, or things which are under the 
earth—even all thoſe objects, which my Theron lately 
contemplated, do, each in a proper way, maguify the 
LORD JESUS. They bear witneſs to his power, as 
their CREATOR; they are ſubſervient to his deſigus, 
as our MEDIATOR; and, in / manner, they all 
glorify his holy name. m5 

Under ſuch views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, en- 
larged and elevated even to aſtoniſnment, is it poilible 
to per- rate the worth of his obedicace? Is it poſhible to 


+ Rev. v. 9, 10. ® Rev. v. 17, 12, 13. 


lay 
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lay e much ſtreſs on this expiatory ſacrifice, or aſcribe 
tas much efficacy to his vicarious righteouſneſs. 

To the honours which he receives, let us add the 
abarlt which he has done. By theſe, in the days of his 
ficth, were diſplayed the greatneſs of his glory, and the 
magnificence of his majeſty. 

Behold ! ſays the Almighty FATHER, my ſervant ; 
He, who condeſcends to become my ſervant in the 
matchleſs work of redemption ; hall deal prudently, 
ſhall conduct himſelf with all the dignity and all the ſane- 
tity of wiſdom. In conſequence of which, He /hall be 
exalted, be extolled, and be very high *.— The paraphraſe 
of the Jewiſh commentators on this beautiful climax is, 
though inadequate, not contemptible. The MES- 
« SIA H,” they ſay, “ ſhall be higher than Abraham, 
4 more illuſtrious than Moſes, and exalted above the 
“angels of light, even above the prime minifters F of 
« heaven.” What follows, is an attempt to render 
this expoſition ſomewhat A defective. 

Here, could you open my chamber-door, and throw 
a glance upon your friend, you would find him in the 
ſame attitude, and under the fame perplexity, which 
were formerly obſerved in Phocion. Sitting one day 
amidit an aſſembly of the people, and preparing to 
make a public oration, he appeared uncommonly 
thonghtful. Being aſked the reaſon, “ I am conſi- 
te dering,” ſaid he, how I may arten what I ſhall 
% have occaſion to ſpeak.” —The compaſs of my ſub- 
jet would demand many volumes; whereas, the limits 
of my letter will allow but a tew paragraphs. 

Our LORD gave fight to the %u. He ponred day 
npon thoſe hopeleſs and benighted eyes, which had 
never been viſited with the leaſt dawning ray.—The 
dumb, at his command, found a ready tongue, and 
burſt into ſongs of praite.—The de were all ear, and 
hitened to the joytul ſound of ſalvation.— The ame, 
lame from their very birth, threw aſide their crutches, 
and, full of tranſport and exultation, leaped like the 


„ Ifai. li. 13. 


+ Prime mini/ters, this is almoſt a literal tranſlation of their 
worgs, T1187 AN 


bounding 


* 
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bounding roe *.—He reſtored foridity and beau?y to the 
fleſh, emaciated by conſuming ſickneſs, or encrufted 
with a lotheſome. leproty — A1 manner of difeaſer, 
though blended with the earlieſt ſeeds of lite, and ri 
vetted in the conſtitution by a long inveterate predomi- 
nancy diſeaſes, that baflled the ſkill of the-phytician, 
and mocked the force of medicine the he cured, not 
by tedious applications, but in the twinkling of an eye; 
not by coſtly preſcriptions, or painſul operations, but 
by a werd from his mouth, or a fauch from his hand; 
nay, by the Hringe of his garment, or the bare act of his 
will. 

Any one of theſe miracles had been enough to endear 
the character, and eternize the memory, of another 
per on. But they were common things, matters of do1/y 
occurrence, with our divine MASTER. The years of 
his public miniſtry were an unintermitted ſeries of ſuch 
healing wonders ; or, if any intermiſſion took place, it 
was only to make way for the more invaluable miracles 
of ſpiritual beneficence.—Let us conſider theſe things, 
my dear friend. Let us purſue and dwell upon rhele 
hints. Let vs familiarize to our minds the power and 

glory of CHRIST. Then we ſhall fee abundant cautc 
to acknowledge—with gratitude and joy to acknow- 


* We have the fineſt repreſentation of this event, given us by the 
inſpired hiſtorian, Acts iii. 8. And be, leaping wp, ſtend, and walk- 
el, and entered with them inta the temple, walking, and leaping, ond 
praiſing GOD. -The very hrgnage ſeems to exult in 2 
firw of expreſſive phraſes, juſt as a poor eripple, who never knew 
cither the comfort of bodily vigour, or the plea bre of local motion, 
may be ſuppoſed to do, when f uddenly and unexpected ly ble ſſedd with 
both. Ile would exert his new-acquired powers again and pi; ; 
hrſt in one attitude, then in another; fometimes to iry, whether he 
was really healed, and not under the pleaſing deluſon ef a dream; 
ſomctimes from a trantport cf eonſcious celipht, and to expres the 
ſallies of joy that, ſprung up in his heart. 

Though I acknow ledge Mr. Pope's deſcription to be cxtremely 
dein, 


n. lame ther cruteh forego, 
Ard leap exnlting lite the bounding ve 
vet I cannot perſuade_ myſelf, that it is to be compared with St' 


Luke's draught, either in the variety of figures, in the richnets of 
colouring, or in that exubcrance of ly le, which on this occaſion is 


ſo bappily ſighifcant, and ſo * prfturefque, 
ledge, 
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ledge, that our help is laid upon ONE that is mighty * ; 
that be is the rock, and his work is perſect t. 

Behold him exerciſing his dominion over the vegeta- 
ble creation. A fig-tree, adorned with the moſt promi- 
ſing ſpread of leaves, but unproductive of the expected 
fruit, withers away at his rebuke. It is not only ſtrip- 
ped of its verdant honours, but dried up from the very 
roots f, and periſhes for ever. A fearful, yet ſignifi- 
cant intimation of that final ruin ||, which will overtake 
the ſpecious hypocrite z who, while laviſh in outward 

eſſion, is deſtitute of inward piety. 

His eye looked through the world of waters, diſcerne 
ed the filh which had juſt ſwallowed a piece of ſilver 
coin, and guided its courſe to Peter's hook 5. It is 
true, when the gatherers of the ſacred tax came to col- 
le& his ſhare for the reparation of the temple, he had 


* Pſal, Ixxxix. 19. + Deut. xxxii. 4. + Mark xi. 20. 

It is plealing to obſerve, that the two miracles, in which our 
LORD ditplayed his punitive or vindictive power, were exerciſed, 
not on the human race, but on this inſenſible vegetable, or ſome 
unclean animals.- With regard to the latter caſe, the cafe I mean of 
the ſwine, precipitated into the deep, and periſhing in the ſea, 
much opprobrious clamour has been raifed; as though the action 
was injurious to the property of the owners. Not to mention va- 
rious conſiderations, which prove the wiſdom and benignity of our 
LORD's procedure, I would only aſk the complainer or the cavil- 
ler, Whether it was not, according to the Moſaic law, an act of 
righteous diſtributive juſtice ? 

That was a bitter, and, I think, an uncharitable reflection, made 
by a ſatyrical perſon, upon hearing «f Biſhop Kidder's calamity in 
the palace of Bath and Wells. (He and his lady were killed by the 
fall of a ſtack of chimnies). hat buſineſs had be there? Intimat- 
ing, that he was treated as he deſerved ; that he was an intruder in- 
to the preferment, and an unjuſt ſupplanter of the pious (ejected) 
Biſhop Kenn. But we may very truly, and very juſtly, apply the 
farcaltic interrogation on this occaſion ; hat buſineſs had the ſwine 
among the Gaderenes ? Wherefore did the ſons of Iſrael debaſe and 
deſile themſ:lves with this unclean beat ? It was a kind of contra- 
baud goods, prohibited by the ſtatute law of their kingdom, and for 
that reaſon a legal forfeiture : ſo that to ſeize, confiſcate, or deſtroy 
it, was only to adminiſter juſtice, and execute the law. 

$ Matt. xvii. 27. How wonderful is this ſeemiagly little miracle! 
Or rather, what a claſter of wonders is comprized in this ſingle att !— 
Tha any fiſh,' with money in its mouth, ſhould be catched—with 
money juſt of ſuch a value—and in the very firſt fiſh that offered it- 
ſelf—What a pregnant diſplay of Omniſcience to foreſee, of Omni po- 
tence to over-rule, all theſe fortuitous incidents ! 


Vol. II, Q not 


** —ͤ—— 4 — .. * m_ 
3 Ob - — 


_—_ os 


— — 


2 


132 ASPASIO ro THERON. Let. 8. 


not a ſufficiency of money to ſatisfy ſo ſmall a demand +. 
Yet he takes occaſion, from this molt abject poverty, to 
manifeſt the immenſity of his riches. He makes the 

eat deep his revenue, and bids the ſcaly nations bring 
him their tribute. Never was ſuch indigence aſſociated 
with ſuch magnificence ! And never, never let us tor. 
get, that the indigence was ours, the magnificence all 
bis own |! 

The waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far more 
unmanageable than their inhabitants. Who can con- 
trol that outrageous element, which has deſtroyed ſo ma- 
Ty gallant fleets, with the armies they bore, and which 
would laugh at the oppoſition of the united world.— 
The LORD JESUS walks upon its rolling ſurges f. 
The rolling ſurges ſuſpend their fury; they even forget 
their fluid nature,' to ſupport the footſteps of their 
GOD.—He ſpeaks, and the moſt tempeſtuous agita- 
tions are-a calm. The r like the diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed demoniac, comes to the of JESUS, ſedate, 
and peaceable, and in its right mind. It is true, 7: 
evaves of the ſea are mighty, and rage horribly ; but yet 


the LORD, who loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins 


in his own. blood, ig mightier *. 


The winds are yet more ungovernable than the mad- 


ding ocean. When theſe are hurled || abroad to ſhake 


+ Abont fourteen-pence. 
© + He treadeth non the wanes of the ſea, is one of the prerogatives 
#ſcribed to the Supreme BEING, Job. ix. 8. The ned word 
Ya ſignifies a ſea that rolls movntain-bigh e and ſuch, we have 
reafon to ſuppoſe, were the waves on which our LROD walked; 
ſnce the veſſel, to which he bent his courſe, was Baca Zorn, 
liſhed, battered, t5rinented, by their vehement concuſſions. Matt. 
xiv. 24. f 

- * Pal xciii. 5. 

This is the liter:1 tranſlation of that beautiful Hebrew phraſe, 
which cccurs, Jonah i..4.—The facred writer, deſcribing the ſtormy 
meſſenger which was diſpatched to arreſt a fugitive ſervant, ſays, 
* The LORD hurled forth a great wind. The ſame expreſſion 
is applied to Saul, (1 Sam. xviti. 11.) when he darted his javelin at 
David, with a defign to transfix and nail him to the wall. —— What 
zn elegant, and how awſul an image! Storms and tempeſts, with 
all their irreſiſtible fury and dreadtul ravages, are like m:i//ive wea- 
Fons in the hand of JEHOVAH; which he launches with greater 
eaſe, and ſurer 2im, than the moſt expert warrior emits the pointed 
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the earth, and toſs the ſeas, who can curb their rage? 
What can ui and their impetuolity ? Even the boi- 
ſterous winds hear the SAVIOUR's voice, and, as 
foon as they hear, bey. His voice, more powerful to 
reſtrain, than brazen dungeons to confine, chides ꝶ the 
farious whirlwind. The kürious whirlwind is awed in- 
to immediate * ſilence. That which a moment ago 
keaved the billows to the clouds, and filled with out- 
rage the howling firmament, now gently whiſpers 
among the ſhrouds, and ſcarcely curls the ſmooth ex- 
nſe. ä 

— there is, even within the narrow compaſs 
of our own breaſts, which affords room for more ſignal 
exertions of DEITY, than the turbulent billows, or the 
reliftleſs torm ; agreeably to the ſuggeſtion of a pro- 
phet; For {o! He that formeth the mountains, and creat- 
eth the wind ; und, as a more pregnant proof of divine 

ion, declareth unta man what is bis thought ; the 
GOD of beſts is his name . The poſſeſſor of tuch ſur- 
paſſing power and wiſdom, can be no other than the 
ſupreme. and only Potentate.—And who is this but. 


_ | Chides—This is the meaning of that fine expreſſive word, 1 
Janet, Matt. viii. 26. which ſets the miracle in the moſt ſtriking, 
ht, and gives us the grandeſt idea of the perſun who wrought it. 
The kiſtorian ſays not, 2 bimſelf to cppeſe, like a general at the 
head of his troops; he ffriftly commanded, like a king iſluing folemiv 
orders from his throne; but he rebuled, like a father chiding a heed- 
leſs child, or a maſter reprimanding a negligent ſervant, —It is one 
of the moſt unſurmountable difficulties; it is abſolutely the moſt 
marvellous eſſect in nature, yet accompliſhed only by a nod front 
JESUS CHRIST.— The {ame language, mot gracefully mejeſtic, 
our LORD uſes, when ſpeaking by his prophet; Bebold! at in re- 
buke (rr Ma) I dry up the ſea, Iſai. I. 2. 

* Immediate—This circumſtance, as very much azgrandizing the 
miracle, is, with great hiſtorical propriety, remarked by the evan- 
geliſt. The ea is known to have a prodigious ſwell, and very tre- 
me.zdous/ agitations, for a conſiderable time after the tempeituous- 
wind ceaſes.” On this occaſion; and ia obedience to its MAKER's- 
will. it departs from the efabliſbed laws of motion.—No ſooucr is- 
me word ſp ken, but there is a cam; not an advancing, but an in- 
attanteus calm gj not à partial, but a perfect calm. Matt. vil. 26. 
Mark iv, e, 2% 259957 bt T 


t Amos iv. 13. M. iger gaalilos 1 ee. rertenęior, re- 
* aroggila ur 745 Napelæg. Chrytoit, 
Qz JESUS; 
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JESUS CHRIST? Fe knew what was in man T. He 
diſcerned the ſecrets of the heart ; diſcerned the latent 
purpoſe, before it diſcloſed itſelf in action; even before 
was uttered in ſpeech ; nay, while it lay yet an un- 
formed embrio in the mind. 

His glance pierced into futurity ; eſpied events in all 
their circumſtances , and with the greateſt perſpicuity, 
before they came into being. The bidder things of 
darkneſs were open, the contingencies of the morrow 
were preſent, to his all-pervading eye. Nay, the un- 
thought-of revolutions that were to happen in diſtant 
ages; the aſtoniſhing cataſtrophe of diflolving nature, 


and the awful proceſs of everlaſting judgment; all theſe 


He clearly ſoreſaw, and particularly foretold. 

Nor does He only penetrate the receſſes, but over- 

rule the operations of the ſoul.— He fo intimidated a 

multitude of ſacrilegeous wretches, that they fled, not 

before his drawn ſword, or bent bow, but at the ſha- 

king of his fingle ſcourge *.—He ſo awed, by one ſhort 
ö remonſtrauce, 


+ Jchn ii, 2s. This all-diſcerning intelligence of the DEITY, 
is very emphatically exprefſed by the Pfalmiſt, Pal. cxxxix. 1, 2, 
&c. though the ſentiment, in cone clauſe, ſeems to be ſomewhat 
weakened by our verſion. There is not a word in my tongue, would 
have a nobler turn, and more extenfive meaning, if . Even 
BEFORE the word is en my ſongne, Thou, O LORD, tnoweſt it alto- 
gether. n mon pal Eifi rondam ſermo eft in lingnã med, 

t In all their circumſtances— See a very remarkable exemplification 
of this particular, Mark xiv. 13. There ſhall meet-you-—not-barely a 
Faber, but the ſex and age are beth ſpecified—not two, or fevera}, 

ut one man—not within any given ſpace of time, but at the vcry 
inſtant of your arrival—not empty- handed, but bearing a ve//c/— 
not of wood or metal, but an earthern pitcher— filled, net with wine 
or milk, but with water —currying it into that very houſe where the 
preparation was made, aud the paſſover was to be celebrated. 
What a multitude of cm ingencies! All minutely foretold by our 
LORD! | 

* "John ii. 14, 15, Cc. St. ſerom looks upon this miracle, a8 
one of the greateſt which our SAVIOUR wrought. And indeed 
the circumſtances are very extraordinary.— That one man ſhould un- 
der.ake ſo bod, and execute ſo hazardous a taſk—One man, without 
a commiſſion from Cæſar; without any cauntenauce from the Jewiſh 
rulers; without any arms, either to terrify the multitude, or defend 
himſelf. —That he ſhould caſt out the whole tribe of mercenary 
traffickers; wreſt, from thoſe worſhippers of wealth, their darling 
idol; and trample under foot their great Diana—And all this _ 
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ous phariſecs, that they could neither gainſay, nor en- 


dure the energy of his diſcourſe. Though not to gain- 
ſay, was a tacit acknowledgment of their guilt 3 and- 


not to endure, . mult cover them with public confuſion. 
With a word, the molt id and gentle | imaginable, 


He flung terror into a whole band of armed men 
Plaſted all their courage; and laid them as if 


Sach as 
ſtruck with lightning, lanned and praſtrate on che 
ground. 


All hearts are in his hand. He turneth them, as the 
rivers of water, whitherſpever he will * ; with as much 


eaſe, and with the ſame efficacious ſway, as the cur- 
rent of the rivers is altered and determined by every 
inflection of the channel.—#2/[w mc, was his call ro 
James and John: Follow me p, was all he ſaid to Levi 
the publican-. Though the firſt were engaged in all 
the ardour of buſineſs ;. though the lait was fitting at 


the very receipt of cuſtom; yet both he, and they, 


without any demur, without the Jeait delay, left the 
lucrative employ; leſt their neareſt relations, and re- 


__ their earthly all, to attend a poor and deſpiſed. 
MASTER.— Their acquaintance, no doubt, would 


remonſtrate a thouſand inconveniencies. Their ene- 


mies would not fail to cenſure them, as raſh enthuhalts; - 


out any tumult or oppoſition; not one of the ſacrilezions rabble 
daring to f* move the hand, or open the mouth, or peep.” Wo- 
ever reflects on the fierce and . angovernadle nature of an incenſed 


populace; or conſiders the bitter and vutrazenus zcal of Demetrius 


and the craftſmen, on a leſs irritating ocealion 3; may poſſibly tind- 


him{clf almoſt, if not altogether, of the Latin father's opinion. 
+ John viii. 7. f John xviil. 6: * Prov. xxi, 1 


F Mk ii. 14. He ſaid in the beginning, Let there be light; there 


was light. Let there be a firmament; it was ſpread abroad. Let 


there he a world; it aroſe out of nothing. — Iu the days of this fleth * 
likewiſe, he ſpeaks, and it is done. _ His:word is a work. He fays 


to the diſciples, Fyllau me; they come—to the leper, Be clean ; 
he is cleanſed—to the paralytic, Ariſe, late up thy Led, and wall. 


it is all performed as ſoon as commanded. —Surcly then we mult 


confeſs, that the voice, which is ſo mighty in opcration, is the votc; 
of a GOD, not of -@ man /—Fivnbalw is our LORD's uſital word, 


when he grants a miraculous cure: which exactly correſpouds with | 


that admired and magaificeat exprefſion v Gen. i. 3. 


; 
* 
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But all theſe conſiderations were lighter than duſt, 
were leſs than nothing, when ſet in competition with 
aue words only from JESUS of Nazareth. Impreſſed, 
deeply impreſſed by his powerful ſummons, fuch loſs 
they counted gain, and ſuch obloquy glory.—And shall 
we count it too high an honour, or too grand an office, 
for his obedience unto death, to make us perfectly righie- 
ous before GOD, without the co-operation of any 
works, or any holy walking of our own ? 

He planted bowels of compaſſion in the unfeeling 
avaricious wretch; and elevated, beyond the height cf 
the ſtars, deſires that lay groveling even below the mire 
of the ſwine, The faves of fin He reſtored to the „. 
berty of righteouſneſs; and unhappy creatures, who 
were degenerated into the likeneſs of the devil, He re- 
newed after the image of the bleſſed GOD.—Thete 
were the effects of his perſonal preaching ; theſe are 
ſtill the conqueſts of his glorious goſpel; and do not 
theſe declare his dominion over the intellectual econo- 
my? That the world of minds, as well as of material 
nature, is peu to his inſpection, and ſubje to his con- 
trol? 


The dead ſeem to be more remote from human cog- 
nizance, than the ſecrets of the breuſt; leſs liable to a- 
ny human juriſdiction, than the warring elements. 
What potentate can iſſue a writ of releaſe to the grave? 
or cite the diſlodged ſoul to re-enter the breathlels 
corpſe ?—Yet this, even this, our mighty MEDIA- 
TOR executed. He opened the eyes, which were 
funk in ſhades, and ſealed in the tomb. He bid the 
heart, that had forgot its vital motion, ſpring into lite 
and activity. The crimſon flood, long congealed by 
the icy hand of death; which had not only loſt its 
pulſe by ſagnation, but likewiſe changed its very tex- 
ture by putreſaction ; circulates, at his order, all flo- 
rid and mantling with health f, through the wonder- 

| ing 


; ®* John xi. 30. | 
+ Mantling with bealth—Such was the ſtate of thoſe bodies 
which our LORD. raiſed from the dead. Not weak and languid, . 
like patients beginning to recover from a tedicus or violent illneſs. 
On the contrary, they were no ſooner alive, than perfetthy wel a 
a | | cir 
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ing veins.— The ſpirit, which had taken its flight into 
the invijible ſtate, which had taken its place in eternal 
habitations, returns, at our REDEEMER's ſignal, to 
the tenement of mouldering clay; and, by the ama- 
zing viſit, proclaims his ſovereignty over thoſe unknown. 
jos Anh and their myſterious inhabitants. 

As he recals from, ſo he admits into, the abodes of 
future happineſs. His hands, when ſwollen with 
wounds, and nailed to the tree, evidently ſuſtained the 
keys of bell and of death t. Then, even then, he opened 
and he ſhut either the gates of the grave, or the por» 


tals of Paradiſe, What he ſays to the penitent thief, . 


is the language of ſupreme authority; To- day /halt thoa 
he with me in Paradiſe g. It is a royal mandamus. He 


ſpeaks from the crois, as from a throne, While exe- 
euted as a malefactor, he not only diſpenſes pardon, 


but diſpoſes of ſeats in glory. 
Does our LOR D's ſuperiority extend to thoſe ma - 


lignant beings, the devil and his angels: Even theſe, 


in ſpight of all their formidable ſtrength , and inex- 
1 tinguiſhable 


Their appetite, their vigour, and every happy concomitant of 


healch, returned together with their life. To demonſtrate this won - 


derful circumſtance, and render it more obſervable, our SAVIOUR, 


when he reſcued the ruler's daughter from the dominion of death, 
commanded to give her meat. A command, which, ſuperficially 
conſidered, might ſeem unworthy of notice. But viewed in this 
connection, appears graceful and important; ſuch as tends, if not 
to agzrandize the miracle, yet to place it in the moſt ſtriking light. 
ce Luke viii. 55. | 

t Rev. i. 19. '$ Luke xxiii. 443. 

Million, deſcribing the power of the apoſtate angels, 1ays ; 

a— bc lt of wm could wie 
| Theſe elements; aud arm him with the force 

Of all the regions. 0 a Book VI. 227. 
This I lay before the reader, but dare not avouch for truth, be- 
eauſe it is not confirmed by ſcripture. Thus much, however, is e- 
vident from our unerring book, that their might is very great, and 


very formidable. Satan is called, The god of this world. 2 Cor. 


iv. 4 He and his angels are ſtyled, The rulers of the darkneſs of 
thi: world, Eph. vi. 12. They had for many ages obtained an 
abſolute dominion, not over a few kingdoms only, but. over all the 
nations of the carth, Judz2 only excepted, "The apoltle teaches us 
to conſider the oppoſition of fleſh and blood, even of all mankind, 
though aſlocliated in one hoſtile league, as far leſs to be feared ** 

a the 
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tinguiſhable rage, he makes his footſtool. He brake 
the teeth of thoſe infernal lions, and reſcued the help- 
leſs prey. on which their bloody jaws were cloſing. At 
his command: they abandon their conqueſts; and re- 
linquiſh, however indignant, however reluctant, their 
long accuſtomed habitations, His fingle command, 
more forcible than feu thou/and thunderbolts, diſpoſſeſſos 
a whole legion * of thoſe fierce and. haughty ſpirits: 
drives them, all terriſied and deprecating ſeverer ven- 
peance, to ſeek reſt in ſolitary deſerts, or to herd with 
the moſt ſordid brutes. | 
As the blefled JESUS treads upon the necks of- thoſe 
wers of darkneſs, he receives the willing ſervices of 
the angels of light. The angels, in compariſon of men, 
are ſtyled gods, How great. muſt be their luſtre and 
glory! ſince their very appearance ſtruck prophets 
almolt dead with fear, and tempted even an-apoltle to 
idolatry, Yet, when the firſt-begotten SON is brought. 
into the world, theſe gods are commanded to worlhip 
him f. Though they excel in ſtrength, and are active 
2 28 
the enmity and rage of principalities, and powers, and ſpiritual 
wickedneſſes.—After ſuch an account of our inviſible enemies, ſhould 
not we cry mightily to our captain, and their conqueror ? “ LORD, 
«© never leave us, nor foriake us. But hide us under the ſhadow of 
« thy wings, and cover our heads in the day of battle! 
: * Mark v. 9. 
+ Compare Heb. i. 6. with $fal. xcvii 7. 
. Would any one ſee a ſketch of the glory and excellence of the 
_ angelic nature? let him ſee it, in that inimitably ſine ſtroke of the 
ſacred pencil. I ſau another angel come down from heaven, laing 
reat power, and the earib was lightrned with bis glory. Rev. xvii. 1. 
he laſt clanſe is, I think, one of the moſt malterly touches of de- 
ſcriptive painting, extant in 'hiſtory, poetry, or oratory, Milton 
gives us a ſtricture of the ſame kind, and on the ſame ſubject. But 
the poetic flight, though very ſublime, is greatly inferior to the apo- 
calyptic viſion, * | 


— be ted 
Hig radiant files, dazzling the moon. 


In this caſe, we have a whole brigade of celeſtial warriors : in the for- 
mer only a fingte angelic being. Thote are repreſented as irradiating 
the night, and outſhining the moon : this, as exceeding the bright- 
neſs of the un, diſfuſing additional ſplendours on the day, and illu- 
minating, not à valt plain, nor a vaſter kingdom, but the 7 

| | ace 
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as flames of fire ; yet they fulfil his commandment, and 
hearken unto the voice of his words. They graced the 
folemnity of his birth ; they attended him after his 
temptation in the wilderneſs; they were the firſt joyful 
preachers of his triumphant reſurrection ;. and, ſeared: 
as he is on the right-hand of the MAJESTY in the 
higheſt, | 


They fland with wings outſpread,. 
Liſt ning to catch their maſter's leaſt command, 
And fly through nature, &er the mament end. 


_ Behold him, now, doing according to his will in 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth—ſwaying the ſceptre over the legions of hell, and” 
the powers of nature—exercifiug dominion in the hearts 
of men, in the territories of the grave, and the man- 
fions of diſembodied ſpirits.— Doing all this, not as a 
delegate, but as a ſovereign. Not by a communicated 
ability, but by his own omnipotence. Purſuant to the, 
tenour of that majeſtic claim, My FATHER worketh, 
and I rf. Not, my FATHER worketh by me; 
but, I work in concert with the FATHER. I per- 
form the ſame marvellous things, from the ſam&unde-: 
rived power, and by the ſame ſupreme . 


face of the globe. Ir ſuch be the luſtre of the ſervant, what images 
can diſplay the majeſty of the LORD ? Who has /houſard thoufands 
of thoſe gloriwus attendants miniſtering unto him, and ten thouſand 
times ten thenſand ſlanding before bim? Dan. vii. 10. | 
y + John v. 17. . 99 
This is evidently the ſenſe in which the Jews. underſtood our 
LORD: otherwiſe, they would not have charged him with the 
ſuppoſed blaſphemy, , making himſelf equal with GOD. Ver 18.— 
This is no leſs evidently the meaning which our LORD intended. 
to expreſs, as appears from his own explanation of the peſhyge. 
M halſoe ver things the FATHER doth, theſe alſo. d:th the SON likes 
wiſe; rar, og, The ſelf-ſame things, in the ſelſeſame man- 
ner. Ver. 19. From hence St. Chryſoſtom very forcibly evinces, 
Tu poroſivu; THY Teoamrer, vragks, Ty Inwite ſou? dura, 
THY tu THY av04bTixyY, To &TXQ%ANEXTOY @UTE To geg TOV 

vrt, the eternal exiſtence, the underived power, the all-creati 

agency of the, SON, and his abſolute equality with the FATHE 
Hes u Target Tis νπ⁰νν,Üee Avyuy Toy viecr; wg av un vrug- 
| 7% 
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Then let my Theron determine—under ſuch views 
of our SAVIOUR's unequalled majeſty, and unbound- 
ed ſovereignty, let him determine—whether it be ſafer 
to reſt our infinite and eternal intereſts on our own righ- 
tcouſneſs, rather than on //. 

We have ſelected ſome few manifeſtations of our RE- 
DEEMER's excellent greatneſs. Even the evangclical 
hiſtorians give us no __ a proportion of his aſto- 
niſhing deeds, than the firſt-fruits bear to a copious 
harveſt. Yet, were they all particularly enumerated, 
and circumſtantially diſplayed, they would appear in- 
conſiderable, compared with thoſe far more diſtinguiſhed 
trophies of almighty power, which he has decreed, in 
ſome future period, to eret®, | 

He will gather to his ſacred fold, the people of his 
ancient church; though they are diſperſed into all lands, 
and moſt inveterately prejudiced againit the truth of his 
goſpel.— How mighty was his hand, how illuſtriouſly 


y0; res, i nie © THTHp reit, TAUTH K o vids fhhoiws Fo; 
As e To foto, ti 0 er bug os, 0 . duteiug eg. How then 
dare any preſume 10 ſtyle the SON of GOD 4 ſubordinate agent? How 
can he rdinate, if be alls in the very ſame manner with the Al- 
mighty FATHER ? If the one be ſupreme, and the other ſubordinate, 
the To e the ſameneſs - acting cannot ſubſiſt. © There is an evi 
dent diſproportion, an utter d ſpariiy. 

 *® The dignity of our LORD, conſidered as the CREATOR 
and PRESERVER of all things, is not mentiened here,; becauſc, 
ſomething of this kind is profeſſedly attempted, in The Deſcant upon 
Creation, ſubjoined to the firſt volume of Meditations ameng ile 
Tombs, &e. To v hich I beg leave to refer my readers, and ſhall. 
more than make ameads for the preſent omiſſion, by tranſcribing a 
© paſſage from the Night-Thoughts, which preſcnts us with a magui- 
| ficent diſplay of this great trutli. 


| THOU, by whom all worlds 
Were made, and one redcem'd ; whoſe regal pow'r 
On more than adamantine baſis fix'd; 
Oer morè, far more than diudems and thrones. 
In violably reigus; beneath whoſe foot, 
And by the mandate of whoſe awful nod, 
Al} regions, revolutions, fortunes, fater, 
| 5 bigh, of low, of mind and matter, roll 
© Through the ſhort channels of expiring time, 
er. fherelefs ocean of eternity. 


Night-Thoughts, N. IX. 
outſtretched 


* 
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outſtretched his arm, when he made a path through 
the ſurges of the ocean, drove the torrent of Jordan 
backwards, and fetched rivers of waters from the flinty 
rock? Far more mighty will be its operations, when he 
ſhall remove the ſeemingly unſurmountable obſtructions, 
to the general reſforation of the Jews; ſhall throw all 
their religious apprehenſions into a new channel; and 
cauſe tears of penitential ſorrow to ſtart from their 
ſtony eyes, confeſſions of unfeigned faith to iſſue from 
their blaſpheming lips. Vet this it will aſſuredly be. In 
the volume of the divine book it is written, They all 
look an him, whom they have pierced, and mourn*, Th 
ſhall adore as the MESSIAH, the once deſpiſed Gali- 
kan, and fix all their hopes of final felicity on that 
very PERSON whom their fathers ſlew and hanged 
on a tree. | 
Amazing revolution in the religious world! Yet 
this, wane B, with the deſtruction of Antichriſt, and 
the illumination of the benighted Gentiles, may paſs 
for ſmall incidents, compared with thoſe ſtupendous 
events, which will dignity and ſignalize the cloſing 
ſcene of affairs. ; 

Then ſhall the LORD JESUS he manifeſted in 
unſpeakable glory; and exert ſuch acts of omnipo- 
tence, -as will be the terror of hell, the joy of hea- 
ven, the wonder of eternity. —Then will he put an end 
to time, and bid the ſprings of nature ceaſe to ope- 
rate,-Then ſhall his tremendous trumpet rend the 
univerſal vault, and pierce the dormitories of the 
dead. —Then will he Hate the earth out of its place f, 
and before his majeſtic preſence the heavens ſhall flee 
wway . Then ſhall, not a nation only, but multitudes; 

multi- 


Zech. xii. 10. + Job ix. 6. 
t How grand is the idea when David prays! B»w thy heavens, 
® LORD, and come down; touch the mountains, andithey ſnall ſmote.— 
Much grander is the image, when he ſays : The ſprings of waters 
were ſeen, and the foundations of the werld were diſcovered, at thy 
eh:ding, 0 LIORD.—Tranfcendently and inimitably grand is this de- 
ſcription, though given in the plaineſt words, and the molt artleſs 
manner, I ſaw a great white throne, and HIM THAT SAT ON 
IT, from whoſe face the heavens and ihe earth fled away, and there 
was no place found for them. Rev. xx. 11. 
| In 


* 


phatically.—How groveling are the loſtieſt excur 
and Reman muſe, compared with this magnificence and elevation of 
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multitudes of nations, be born in @ day; yea rather, 
an an hour, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.— 


All that are aſleep in the beds of death; even thoſe 


who, perithing in tempeſts, are ſunk to the bottom of 
the ocean; or, ſwallowed up by earthquakes, are bu- 
ried at the centre of the globe; all ſhall hear his voice; 
and hearing, ſhall awake; and awaking, ſhall come 
forth. Every human body, though ages have revoly. 
ed fince it gave up the gholt ; though worms have de- 


In Virgil's admired repreſentation, Jupiter hurls his thunder and 
@ mountain falls at the ſtroke. 
— — — Lie flagrant 


Au Atho, aut Rhodopen, ant alia Ceraunia telo 
Dejicit. Georg. I. 331. 


- In Homer's more terror-ſtriking piece, Neptune ſhakes the wide 
extended earth; the mountains tremble to their centre; the occan 


hezves its billows ; and cities reel on their foundations, 


Adlag wighs Tloouduor i va 
Tau @&Tuwg307), r ant Ken, 
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Here, the SON of the eternal GOD appears only, and all nature 
is alarmed; ner heaven nor carth can keep their ſtanding : they flee 
away, like the frighted roe.—What aileth thee, O thou earth, tat 
thou fleeſt ? and ye heavens, that ye make haſte to eſcape ? Surely, 
they ſpeak, by this precipitate flight, the inconceivable grandeur of 
their judge. Nor can the tongue of men and _ ſpeak it ſo em- 

ns of the Grecian 


the prophetic ſpirit ! 

Leet us con the paſſage a little more attentively. Volet hec 
ſub luce videri. Maſterly performances, the more cloſcly they are 
examined, the mare highly they charm.— It is not ſaid, a few herds 
of the foreſt, a 'few kings, or armies, or nations; but the whole 
ſyſtem of created things, be heavens and the earth. —lIt is not ſaid, 
they were thrown into great commotions, but they fled entirely 
away not, they ſtarted from their foundations, but they fell into 
i Nen, not, they removed to a diftant place, but there was found 
no place for them; they ceaſed to exiſt; they were no more. And 


all this, not at the ſtrict command of the LORD JESUS ; not at his 


awful menace, or before his fiery indignation ; but at the bare pre- 


Fence of his majeſty, fitting with ſerene but adorable dignity on his 


throne. 
If this is not the true ſublime, in its utmoſt ſcope, force, and beau- 
ty, I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw it, nor ever expect to ſee it. 
* Ii. IX. 8. g 
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youred the fleſh, and diſſolution mouldered the bones 
though its parts have been grinded by the teeth of 
beaſts, or conſumed by the rage of fire; diſſipated in 
viewleſs winds, or ſcattered over the boundlels globe; 
loſt to our ſenſes, and loſt even to our imagination z 
yet will every human body then be reſtored; its limbs 
reaſſembled; and not an atom wantiag ; its frame re- 
built, and never be demoliſhed more. b 
Then thall the unnumbered myriads of departed ſpi- 
rits return from their ſeparate abodes; and, commiſhon- 
ed by HIM W/ is the reſurredtion and the life, reani- 
mate each his organized 1y{tem.— Then ſhall Satan 
and his accomplices, thoſe execrable and horrid crimi- 
nals, be dragged from their dungeons of darkneſs, and 
receive their * at the REDEEMER's tribunal.— 
Then will miſery and happineſs, both conſummate, and 
both everlaſting, be awarded by JESUS of Nazareth.— 
Then will he conſign over the #ngdly world, and the 
rebellious angels, to flames of hell, and to agonies of de- 
ſpair. Then will he inveſt the righteous with the inhe- 
ritance of heaven, and inſtate them in the fulneſs of 
joy.— His word is fate. His ſentence is irrevocable. 
Immutability ſeals, and eternity executes, whatever he 
decrees. —— 
And has this JESUS, fo glorious, ſo majeſtic, fo ado- 
rable—has HE vouchſafed to take our nature, and be- 
come our righteouſneſs? Was HE made under the law ? 
Did HE fulfil all its demands? Give perfect ſatisfaction 
to the penal, and yield perſect obedience to the precep- 
tive? On purpoſe that the merit of a might be made 
over to us Aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion ! Ineffable grace! 
What thanks are due to ſuch intinitely rich goodnels !— 
What a remedy is here for the impotence and guilt of 
fallen man !— What a fire foundation of hope, what 
an abundant ſource of joy, to every one that beliey th. 
It is declared by the oracle of GOD, that ſi an 
HIGH-PRIEST became us, was abſolutely neceſſary 
for our obnoxious and ruined condition, e is holy, 


batnleſr, und:filed, ſeparate from feaners* —avho is beir 


* Heb. vii. 26. 
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of all things, and the brightneſs of the eternal FATHER'y 
glory*. It appears, I Aatter myſelf, from the letter al- 
ready in your hand, that CHRIST fully anſwers the 
former character. From this epiſtle, I hope it will ap- 
pear, that he is the very perſon deſcribed in the latter 
text. From both, that he is what his prophet tyles, 
SAVIOUR, and a great cue f. 

Eſtimate now, my dear friend, eſtimate, if you can, 
the dignity and excellency of this ſublime Pf RSON, 
Then may you learn how to ſtate the av9rth of his righ- 
teouſneſs, and the degree of affiance ſuited to his merits, 
Rather you will perceive, that his ſpotleſs birth, his 
perfectly obedient life, his exquiſitely bitter death, are 
a ſatisfaction of unknown dignity ; precious , far be- 
youd all the graces of men, and all the duties of an- 
gels; able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that rely on 
them, and come unto GOD through them. 

Conſonant to this, are the ſentiments of that penetra- 
ting critic and profound ſcholar, Dr. Lightfoot, who, 
treating of the ſame ſubject, ſays—* Add to all this the 
e dignity of his perſon, who performed this obedi- 
„ ence: that he was GOD as well as man; and his 
& obedience is infinite. Such as, in its validity, ſubdu- 
« ed Satan, and, in its all-ſufficiency, ſatisfied the juſtice 
« of GOD.” —Atter which, our celebrated author 
makes this important and delightful improvement ; 
&« "Think, Chriſtian, what a ſtock of obedience and 
& righteou:nels here is for thee, to anſwer and ſatisfy 
« for thy diſobedience and unrighteoutnels, if thou be- 
% come a child of the covenant. Here is enough for 
« every ſoul that comes to him, be they ever ſo ma- 
« ny. Like the widow's oil in the book of Kings, 
« there is enough and enough again, as long as any 
„ veſſel is brought to receive it .“ So that a ſinner, 
enriched with CHRIST's rightcouſneſs, has no need 
to wilh for any thing, cannot poſſibly obtain any thing, 


| * Heb. i. 2, 3. 1 Iſai. xix 20. 
4 This is expreſſed by the ſacred hiſtorian, with as energy which 
no tr. lation can equal; Txy Tizeny T& ri cen c 67 aenrasls 
Are v. on learn. Matt. xxvil. 9. 
| | Lightfoot's works, Vol. II. p. 1258. 
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to render him more completely righteous in the fight 
of GOD. | ; 

We do not wonder, that Gentiles, who are ignorant 
of the REDEEMER; that Jews, who treat him with 
contemptuous ſcorn; that profeſſors of religion, who 
deny his eternal GODHEAD ; place little, place no 
confidence in his righteouſneſs, But it is ſtrange, that 
Chriſtians, who know the SAV LOUR ; ho acknow- 
ledge his divinity, and. believe him to be exalted abovz 
all bleſſing and praile—it is exceedingly ſtrange, that 
they do not reale in him; make their %% in him 
and fay, with a becoming diſdain of every other de— 
pendence, Get ye hence l 

The obedience of CHRIST !—The cbedience cf 
HIM who walketh in the circuit of the ikies}, and 
all the kingdoms of the world are reputed as nothing 
before him! — The obedience oi HIM who doth ac- 
cording to his will, in the army ot heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth !—The obedience of 
HIM who is alpha and omega; the beginning and 
the ending; which is, which was, and which is to 
come; the Almighty |} !—Donbtleſs, ch obedience 
mutt be deſerving, truly deſerving, of all that grace 
and glory which are and will be communicated to his 
people, in every period of time, and through all ages 
of eternity. Worthy is the Lamb that was flain. No 
wonder, that ſuch obedience thould juſtify the ungodly. 
Should make us poor fallen creatures righteou- per- 
fectly righteons in the ſight of GOD—without the con- 
* of any good works, or any holy duties of our 
On 9. | | ; | 


* Thai xxx. 22, + Tob xxif, 14. 
t Dan. iv. 35. | Rev. i. 8. 
May we not, in this ſenſe, underſtand the words of the 


LORD, delivered by his prophet? Lock unto ME, and be ye fared, 
all the ends of the earth; for I am GOD, and there is nothing elle. 
If. xlv. 22. Tom G0D: this is the grand, all-dignifying, infi- 
nitely momentous circumſtance. There is n#thing elfe (Ty 5K) for a 
ſinner to truſt in. He can have nothing elſe, look where-ever he 
will. He need have nothing elſe, be his exigencies ever fo ęreut.— 
A GOD incarnate undertaking bi redemption! A GOD incar- 
nate becoming his righteouſneſs, and the author of his ſalvation ! 
This comprehends all that he can want. "Fo this no addition can 
poſſioly be made. It is unſpeakably more than he can with or think. 


R 2 Such 


* 
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Such an aſſemblage of divine perfections, muſt war- 
rant, muſt demand, the moſt unreſerved and the moſt 
unbounded confidence. There never was, no, not in 
all ages, nor in all worlds, any thing greater or richer, 
more dignified or exalted, than the obedience of our 
LORD.—Nay; it is impoſſible to imagine, what could 
be % ſuited to our wants, 5 proper for our reliance, or 
fo tare to anſwer, more than anſwer, all our expecta- 
tions. 7 

Remember what the apoſtle affirms, and you will 
not wonder at my aſſertion. I HIM davelleth all the 
fulneſs of the GUDHEAD bedily. How comprehentive 
and exalted is this deſcription ! It colle&s into a point 
all the rays of majeſty and honour. It expreſſes in a 
jentence, I fay not whatever this pen has written, but 
whatever of dignity and excellence the Bible itſelf con- 
tains.—The CUDHEAD, the very nature and eflence 
of the DEITY—The fulneſs of the GODHEAD; 
unerring wiſdom, almighty power, and whatever the 
great JEHOVAH challenges as his own—4// the ſul- 
neſs; every incommunicable attribute, in the molt am- 
ple meaſure, and in the higheſt degree - All this dae!ls, 
not viſits occaſionally, but ſtatedly, invariably, eternal- 
ly reſides - Reſides in CHRIST JESUS. bodily ; with 
an union inconceivably clo'e and intimate. Inſomuch, 
that the GODHEAD inhabiting, and the manhood 
inhabited, make but one and the ſame marvellous, 
matchleſs, adorable PERSON. 

Therefore, adds the ſacred diſputant, ye are complete 
in EI. Never was any concluſion more” weighty 
in itſelf, or ſounded on more ſolid principles. Being 
united to CHRIST, and intereſted in CHRIST), ye 
are filled with all that fulneſs which man can receive, 
er G0 D beſtow.— He ſays not, ye Hall be; at ſome 
diſtant period, or in ſome future ſtate, But ye are; in 


* Col. ii. 9, 10. Herng,ETnhe , impleti, per fei dicuntur, Co- 
loſſenſes in CHRISTO mediatore, ut qui æ Ang pleniſſime & 
per fectiſſime illius obedientiz, qua ob omni legs jugo, & a pecce- 
tis liberandi, & ex adverſo omnibus bonis ſpiritualibus & æternis ad 
ſaiutem, beandi erant, per imputationem habercut. Vid, Stockium 
in voc. . 


this 
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this preſent life, and at this very hour, Ye are not 
only pardoned, but reconciled ; and not only reconcil- 
ed, but accepted as righteous ; nay, ye are—and what. 
can be ſaid or deſired more ?—ye are court. And 
not barely before men or angels, but before infinite 
Purity and Omniſcience itſelt. And this without the 
concurrence of your own deeds, only by being parta- 
kers of HIM, w/o is the head of all principality aud“ 
aber. In whom ye are made, what neither Adam in 
Paradiſe could boalt, nor angels in heaven can claim, 
THE RIGHTEOUSNESS of GOD. — Amazing, charming 
truth! What a fountain is this, or rather what a ſea of 
fathomleſs depth, to obliterate all fins, and ſupply all 
wants! What a mirrour of ſtupendous grace, and ever 
to be adored loving-kindnels ! | 
Here let our meditations fix, and here let all our ex- 
pectations centre. From this, not from any thing of 
our own, let us derive our peace, our joy, our ſupreme 
complacency. Into this ſubje& we can never dive too 
deeply. Of this ſubject we can never think too mag- 
nificently. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST is the mai- 
ter-pillar on which our preſent and eternal welſare relts, 


There hangs all human hope : that nail ſupperts 
Our falling univerſe. 


This renders his interceſſion prevalent. He is an Advo- 
cate, a ſucceſsful Advocate with the FATHER. Why? 
Becauſe he is FESUS CHTIST the righteous *,—From 
hence reſults his ability to juſtify. He thall juſtify many, 
faith the LORD JEHOVAH. On what conſideration ? 
Becauſe he is wy righteous ſervant F. — This, and no 
other, is the meritorious cauſe of our ſalvation. · dab 
ſhall be, ſaved ; ſhall eſcape damnation, and inherit glo- 
ry. On what account? On account of the righteous 


BRANCH raiſed up unte David |.—Since then our 


acceptance, 


* x Jobn ii. 2. Im . 12. 


| Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. I believe, it will be needleſs to obſcrve, that 
the alvation, mentioned in this and and other paſſages of like im- 
port, is not limited to a /emporo! deliverance, but extends to a ſtate 


of ſpiritual and eferna! happineſs. The temporal is only a ſubor- 
R 3 dinate 
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acceptance, juſtification, and ſalvation; fince our com- 
tort in time, and our happineſs to eternity, a// depend 
upon the righteouſneſs oft CHRIST; how ſhould we 
delight in contemplating its fawtlefs, its matches, its 
tranſceadent excellency Grand! all. ſufficient! in eve- 
ry eireumſtance pertect Nothing equal to it on earth, 
in heaven, throughout the univerſe !—Surpaſling the 
multitude of our ſms, and the enormity of our guilt ! 
durpaſſing all that men can expreſs, or angels conceive! 
being truly, properly, abſolutely prvixs ! 

And is this righteouſneſs mine? Is this righteouſneſs 
yours, Theron? Is this righteouſnets free for ee ſin- 
ner? Pleaſing, captivating, rapturous thought !—Who 
can forbear exulting and triumphing in the boundleſs 
bleſſing. On /uch an occaſion, methinks, ſome ſallies 
of enthuſiaſm, or even ſome {tarts of tautology, are the 
language of ſenſibility, of propriety, of nature. 

ſaiah thought it ſuch an inexhauitible ſource of joy, 
as ſhould fill, more than fill, the heart of finners. 
Should overflow all bounds, and pervade the whole 
creation. Should aſcend to the higheſt, deicend to the 
loweſt, reach the remoteſt, and affect even the moſt 
inſenſible parts of the univerſe. Therefore he cries ; 
Sing, O ye heavens ; fer the LORD, the LORD him- 
ſelt, hath done it. Our juſtifying righteouſneis is finiſh- 
ed; finiſhed by JEHOVAH, ſojourning in human 
flelh. Shout, ye lower parts of the earth: breax fort- 
into ſinging, ye mountains: O foreſt, and every tree there- 
in, join and augment the general joy. Fer the LURD 
' has, in an infinitely magnificent and an infinitely per- 
fect manner, redeemed Facob; and glorified himjelf in 
this, moſt adorable method of recovering //rae/*, more 
than by all his other marvellous 8 for the 
tongue of a ſeraph !—But even this would be deſective: 
ſuch ardour cold, and ſuch energy languid. 

I have done: I add no more: I leave it to ſome 
future letter? to ſome more laboured effay ? No; but 


dinate bleſſing: a kind of appendage to the other: ſomewhat like 
the halo round the globe of the moon, or that faint and ſecoudary 
range of colours, which frequently attends the glowing rainbow. 


* Tſai, xliv. 23. 
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to the hymns of heaven, and the adorations of eterni- 
ty, to ſupply the deficiency of my acknowledgments.— 
In the mean time, let me intreat my Theron to con- 
template our LORD JESUS CHRIST, under that 
gracious and glorious character, deſcribed by the pro, 
phet, 4 PRIEST upon his THRONE F. Dignifying 
the ſacerdotal cenſer by the regal diadem ; adding all 
the honours of his eternal divinity, to the ſacrifice of 
"his bleeding humanity, —Then, I promiſe myſelf, you 
will find it almoſt impoſlible not to adopt the emphati- 
cal and ardent proteſtation of the apoſtle ; GOD forbid 
that I ſhould glory, that I ſhould confide, ſave only in 
"the croſs of CHRIST FESUS my LORD; and in the 
confummate, divine, everlaſting righteouſneſs, finiſhed 
on that bloody tree. 

When you made the tour of France and Italy; and, 
eroſſing the Alps, gained the ſummit of ſome com- 
manding ridge—When you looked round, with aſto- 
niſhment and delight, on the ample plains ; which, 
crowded with cities and adorned with palaces, extend 
their beauteous tracts below When you ſurveyed the 
famnus rivers, which roll in ſhining dignity —* the 
fruitful vallies; ſtating the boundaries of kingdoms, 
and wafting plenty through the nations When you 
ſhot your tranſported view to the ocean, whoſe unmea- 
ſurable flood meets the arch of heaven, and terminates 
the landſcape with inconceivable grandeur —Did you, 
then, chuſe to forego the pleaſure reſulting from ſuch 
a proſpect, in order to gaze upon the naked cragg of 
ſome adjacent rock? Or, could you turn your eyes 
from thoſe magnificent objects, and faſten them with 
pleaſed attention upon a /hallow puddle, that lay ſtag- 
nating at your feet ? 

You, who have beheld the ſcene, can accommodate 
the ſimile with peculiar advantage; for which reaſon, 
I ſhall wave the application. Only I would claim the 
liberty of a friend, and once more beg, with a benevo- 
lent importunity beg of you, to conſider diligently this 
myſterious righteouſneſs, which is both GOD's and 
the Chriſtian's. GOD's, as to its origin and excel- 


+ Zech. vi. 13. g 
lency. 
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lency. The Chriſtian's, as to its uſe and enjoyment. 
Ignorance of this doctrine leads into two of the moſt 
dangerous miſtakes, and pernicious evils—an unavail- 
ing attempt to eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs—and a 
fatal reſolution of not ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of 
GOD. Therefore, I cannot torbear tranſcribing into 
my paper, what is often breathed in ſupplication trom 
my lips — 

« O thou GOD of infinite glory! thou GOD of 
“ unbounded goodneſs! thou GOD of immenſely rich 
« grace! who haſt given thy own adorable SON to be 
* the atonement for all my fins ; to be my righteoui- 
& neſs, my portion, and my falvation—to be a better 
“ righteouſneſs ſor me than the moſt perfect obedience, 
cc performed through ten thouſand years—to be a bet- 
& ter portion for me than all the riches in heaven a- 
% bove, and in the earth beneath—to be a more com- 
4 plete ſalvation for me than my heart could wiſh, or 
„ my very thoughts imagine—0! give me, give my 
« friend, an enlighted under/tanding, that we may know 
&« HIM that is true, and know Him as our own. Give 
6 us the ineſtimable bleſſing, that we may be in HIM 
« that is true, even in thy SON FESUS CHRIST. 
4 For, this SAVIOUR V the true 60D, and thus to 
« know Him is eternal life *,” - | 

My Theron needs no argument to convince him, 
that ſuch a prayer is an act of rational and real friend- 
ſhip; is the moſt genuine and ſubſtantial proof that L 
am 


His truly affeftionate 
Asrasio. 


1 John. 20. 
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Err 
THERON # ASPASIO. 


Dear Asyas10, 


OUR two letters have reached my hand ; and I 
hope they have not miſſed my heart. I might 
inform you, what pleaſure they gave me, and how 
highly I eſteem them. But you deſire no ſuch com- 
pliments. You deſire to fee me impreſſed with the ſen- 
timents, and living under their influence. This would 
be the moſt acceptable acknowledginent to my Aſpaſio, 
becauſe it would be the moſt happy effect to his The- 
ron. May every day, theretore, bring a ſreih acceſ- 
ſion of ſuch gratitude to me, and of ſuch ſatistaction to 
ou ! are 
? To watch for my ſoul, and pray for my ſalvation, I 
am thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt inſtauce of ra- 
tional and exalted friendſhip. Every claim to that a- 
miable character, is 1 and vain, if it does not 
extend to our ſpiritual intereſts, and our everlaſting 
welfare. For which reaſon, I need not intreat you to 
continue and perpetuate this belt exerciſe of ſocial kind- 
neſs. . Or if I do, it is rather to teſtify how much I 
prize the favour, than to prompt your affectionate and 
ready mind. EE | 
Your lait found me at a friend's houſe, which lies 
pretty near the weſtern ocean, —Yelterday, waked by 
the lark, and riſing with the dawn“, I [trolled into 


% Evandrum, ex bumili teſto tux ſuſcitat alma, 
Et matutini volucrum ſub culmi ue cantus. VI RG. 


Lux alma—A lovely expreſſion ! deſcribing the mildneſs, the bean- 
ty, and the cheering efficacy of the riſing fun. It is, 1thiok, in- 
capable of an equal tran{lation ; but reminds me of a very fine com- 
pariſon in our ſacred eclogues, which repreſents the charming ap- 
pearance,” and the benign influence of the goſpel-chorch, at its firſt 
opening on the Gentile worid—I/bo is this that Inoketh forth as the 
morning * Cant. vi. 10. . 
the 
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the fragrant air and dewy fields. While, as Shakeſpear 
with his uſual ſprightlineſs expreſſes himſelf, 


— — Focund day 
Stood tip-toe on the ini ſiy mountains tap. 


Sweet was the breath of morn, and ſweet the exha- 
lations of the freſhened flowers Grateful were the ſoſt 
ſalutes of the cooling zephyrs, attended with the chirp 
of earheſt birds —Delighttul the ſun, painting with his 
orient beams the chambers of the firmament, and un- 
veiling the face of univerſal nature. 

My mind, but little affected with theſe inferior enter- 
tainments, was contemplating an object of infinitely ſu- 
perior dignity. Contemplating that adorable BEING, 
who raiſed—trom nothing raiſed this ſtupendous ſyſtem 
of things; and ſupports— with his word lapports the 
magnificent frame. Who (to ſpeak in the language of 
his own SPIRIT) 9openeth the eye-lids of the morning, 
and commandeth the daysſpring to know its place f. Com- 
mandeth the light, by its punctual and pleaſing mini- 
ſtrations, to draw aſide the- curtain of darknetis ; and 
diſcover the ſkies, ſhining with glories ; and dilclole 
the earth, blooming with beauties, \ 


FATHER of light and life— i 


ſaid my tranſported mind, 


| — Thou GOOD SUPREME! 
O teach me what is good! teach me THY SELF. 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice, 
From ev ry low purſuit! and feed my foul 
With faith, with conſcious peace, and virtue pure, 


Sacred, ſubſtantial, never-fading bliſs *. 


Wrapt in wonder, and loſt in thought, I rambled 
careleſsly along, till I was inſenſibly brought to the 
ſhore. Which, in theſe parts, is prodigiouſly high and 
ſtrong : perfectly well fitted to ſtand as an everlaſting 
barrier , againſt the impetuous ſtroke of conflicting 

winds, 


+ Job xxxviii. 12. * THOM50ON's Winter, 
4 Theſe, doubtleſs, are the doors and the bars“ which the 
ALMIGHTY mentions in the courſe of his awful interrogatorics 
io. 
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winds, and the ponderous ſweep of daſhing ſurges.— 
Not that the Omnipotent ENGINEER has any nead 
of theſe impregnable ramparts. Here, it is true, they 
intervene ; and not only repreſs the rolling invader, 
but ſpeak he ſupreme, uncontrollable power of their 
MAKER.— In Her places, all ſuch laboured methods 
of fortification are laid aſide. The CREATOR ſhews 
the aſtoniſhed world, that He is confined to no expe- 
dients ; but orders all things according to the pleaſure of 
his «vn will, He bids a low bank of deſpicable ſand 
ſuſtain the ſhock, and curb the rage of furious aſſault- 
ing ſeas. Though the waves thereof” tofs thenleboes with 
incredible fierceneſs, yet can they not prevail; though 
they roar, and ſeem to menace univerſal deſtruction, yet 
can they not paſs over * this ſlighteſt of mounds. 

A winding paſſage broke the declivity of the deſcent, 
and led me by a gradual flope to the bottom. —The 
moon being in her laſt quarter, and the tide at its 
greateſt receſs, I walked for a while where briny waves 
were wont to flow.—'The ebbing waters had left a va- 
eant ſpace ſeveral furlongs broad, equal in length to a 
very extended vilta, /-:95th on its ſurface as the moſt le- 
vel bowling-green, and almoſt as frm as the beſt - com- 
pacted cauſey : inſomuch, that the tread of a horſe 
ſcarce impreſſes it, and the waters of the ſea never pe- 
netrate 1t.—Excluſive of this wiſe contrivance, the 
ſearching waves would infinuate themſelves into the 
heart of the earth. The earth itſelf would be ho/{oav as 
an honey-comb, or bibu/zus as a ſponge; and the ſea, 
loaking by degrees through all its cavities, would, in 
procels of time, ſoriake its bed, and mingle with the 
plains and mountains. But this cloſely cemented or 
glutipous kind of pavement, is like claying the bottom 
of the univerſal canal: ſo that the returning tides con- 
folidate rather than periorate its ſubſtance. By keeping 


to Job. The meſſy doors, which ean never he forced; the ſolid 
bars, which can never be broke ; and, I may add, the conſpicuous 
columns, on which his providence has inſeribed that ſovereign man- 
date, Ne plus ultra. Or, as the prohibition runs in his own ma- 
jeſtie words, Hitherto ſuali Iban go, but no fartber ; aud here ſpall thy 
proud waves be fayed. Job xxxviii. 11, 


fer. Yi. 23. 
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it perpetually moiſt, they prevent the ſun from cleaving 
it with chinks.— Such, I hope, will be the caſe with 
this ſoul of mine, and the temptations that beſet me. 
Beſet me they do, they will. But may they never a 6 
upon my affections, nor gain admittance into my heart! 
Let them make me humble, and keep me vigilant ; 
teach me to walk cloſely with my GOD, and urge me 
to an inceſſant dependence on CHRIST. Then, in- 
ſtead of being ruinous, they may become advantageous, 
and, inſtead of thattering, will only cleanſe the rock 
on which they daſh. | 

The mighty waters, reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
tranquillity, with a ſolemn “ but placid murmur, ſtruck 
my ear. The billows, ſometimes advancing to kiſs the 
ſand, ſometimes drawing back their curly heads into 
the deep, whitened at their extremities into an agreea- 
ble foam; which, with the reflexive repreſentation of 
the azure canopy, formed the appearance of a majeſtic 
floatiog mantle, tinged with a beautitul blue, and edg- 
ed with fringes of ſilver.— Dignity and elegance, I find, 
are the inſeparable characteriſtics of the CREATOR's 
workmanſhip; as comfort and happineſs, I ſometimes 
perceive, are the very ſpirit of his goſpel, and the ge- 
nuine produce of his commands. 

How numerous are theſe ſands! Bid an accountant 
take the number of them. His imagination recoils at 
the very thought: Number them! No; not the 
„ millionth part, even in a thouſand years: or, ſhould | 
* time and ability ſuffice, figures would fail, and words | 
« be inſufficient.” — Nothing in the whole round of 
creation can ſuggeſt a finer image, to repreſent the 
greatelt multitude. It brings to my mind one of the 
moſt pictureſque and beautiful paſſages which I have 
met with in any language. The patlage occurs in that 
noble piece of hiſtorical and poetical painting, the lxxviith 
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* This is deſcribed with inimitable delicaey by Hove ; | 
Bn N ax4wv Tepa 9 ToAvPAoroCate dae © 
There is, in the very ſound of the epithet To2vPaciobeie, ſoch 


a fine expreffive propriety ; ſo happily adapted to the majeltic roar « 
of the ocean, and the pormp-ws twell of the waves, 


Qualem nequeo monſirare, et ſentia tantum. = 
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palm. It deſcribes the prodigious quantity of quails 
with which the bountiful hand of JEHOVAH victual- 
led, if I may ſo ſpeak, the Iſraelitiſn camp. He rained 
ß upon them as duſt, and feathered fouls like as the ſand 
of the ſea —Rained, is a very bold metaphor, admira- 
* bly expreſſive of copiouſneſs— 4s duff, which, in ſome 
parched ſeaſon, and near ſome populous city, covers 
and overwhelms the public road Lite the ſand of the 
Fe, is an advance upon the preceding compariſon, and 
difplays the miraculous ſupply in a more ſtriking light. 
Methinks, I ſee the feathery legions, Iying heaps upon 
keaps ; cloſely wedged, in vaſt extent, and proportion- 
able depth; OY thoſe beds of ſand, which the 
ever-working ſurges have, for years and ages, been 
' throwing up on the confines of the ocean. 
Die ſand of the ſea! One would imagine, this compa- 
riſon was emphatical enough to denote any multitude. 
But, in one inſtance, it is incompetent ; it falls ſhort, 
m denoting the- profuſe liberality of JEHOVAH to 
his unworthy creatures. Conſider the multiplicity of 
conveniencies, comforts, delights, which he has com- 
manded every element to afford us. Conſider the va- 
rious bleſſings which his ſparing, delivering, protect- 
ing Providence has vouchſafed us. Conſider thoſe bet- 
ter, far better things, which the goſpel of his grace of- 
fers to us in this world, and which his infinite good- 
neſs has prepared for us in another world. Conſider 
all this, and we may truly ſay, He poureth his bene- 
fits around us: He heapeth his mercies upon us: yea, 
his mercies and his benefits are MORE in number than 
the ſand. 
he ſand, in another view, excites the idea of great 
extent, or large capacity. Thoſe waters are wide, but 
this border of encircling gravel is wider ſtill. It may 
be called the rim of the veſſel, which contains the un- 
meaſurable waves. Are any arms extended to ſuch a 
length, as thoſe which ftretch themfelves quite round 
the world of waters, within whoſe ample circumference 
the ſurges of the Atlantic and Pacific, the billows of 
the Northern and the Southern Ocean, find room to 
ſpread, and ſwell, and roll at large? Once again let me 
admire the uncommon boldneſs, and exquiſite proprie- 
9 0 Vor. II. 8 ty. 8 


* 
2 3 7 


1 * 


4 
- 


4s THERON ro ASPASIO. Let. „ 


ty, of the ſcriptural compariſons. They ſet forth the 
wiſdom of Solomon by this moſt appoſite and magnifi. 
cent image: GOD gave Solomon wiſdom and unterſland. 
ing exceeding much, and largeneſs of heart, extenſive and 
capacious, even as the ſand that is upon the | ſea-ſhore. 

A ſingle glance on his accompliſhments will evince 
the truth of this character. As à moraliſt, He /pate 
thre? thouſand proverbs; weighty with ſenſe, conciſely 
-worded, and of excellent in the conduct of life. 
As a poet, His ſongs were a thouſand and five ; embel- 
liſhed (if we may judge from the ſpecimen that is come 
down to our hands) with the richeſt i „animated 
with the tendereſt affection, and en with the moſt 
refined ſentiments.—As a philoſopher, he had an ex- 
traordinary inſight into the myſteries of nature; for he 
made obſervations on the animals which inhabit every 
element ; their natures, their qualities, thetr uſes. He 
ſpake alſo of trees, from the cedar-tree, that is in Leba- 
won, even to the byſſop, that ſpringeth out of the wall. — 
Yea, ſo unconfined was the compaſs of his intellectual 
abilities, that be gave bis heart to ſeek and to ſearch con- 
ceruing all things, that are done under the fun. With 
ſuch ſucceſs did he proſecute his inquiries, that her? 
came of all people to hear the wiſdom of Solomon. Studi- 
ous perſons, from all the neighbouring nations, reſort- 
ed to his court, that they might learn from this con- 
ſummate ſcholar, : and kindle their tapers at his lamp. 
What added unſpeakable luſtre to theſe diſtinguiſhed 
endowments, they were 10 many handmaids to the great 
miſtreſs of all, divine grace. He taught both ſubjects 
and foreigners to fear GOD and keep his commandment: ; 
making all his lectures ſubſervient and conducive to 
true religion. o 
Was ever mind ſo wonderfully enlarged, and ſo rich- 
ly ſornithed ? Yet, when he comes to caſt up the rec- 
koning, to acquaint us with tbe ſum- total of his ac- 
quirements, he places this humbling acknowledgment 
at the foot of the account, hat mich is wanting, can- 
nat de numbered. Much I have ſearched; much I have 
tound;; hut that which ir nvanting, that which is ſtill to 
be diſcorered, is incomperably more. The objects of 
ſcience are an uabounded abyſs. I have only . 
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the ſurface, and coaſted the ſhores. What remains to 
be explored in thoſe vaſt ſpaces, which lie between the 
of a finite mind, and tlie perfections of the infi- 
nite GOD; this ſurpaſſes the power of language to 
tell, or of arithmetic to count. It cannot be numbered. 
Admitable man! I know not which are moſt conſpi- 
cuous, the humility and modeſty of his ſentiments; the 
very ſuperiour ſtrength of his faculties, and the vaſt com- 
paſs of his knowledge ; or the noble fimilitude by 
which the latter are diſplayed. 
On one fide, the Atlantic mam rolled its furges from 
world to world.—/mmenſe, immenſe diftefion of waters | 
What a ſpectacle of magnificence ! What an irreſiſtible: 
incitement to reverence and awe! How it fills the 
mind; and amazes the imagination! It is the 
and moſt auguſt object under the whole heavens. It 
reminds me of that apocalyptic viſion which John, the 
inraptured ſeer, beheld! As it were a great mountain 
burning with fire, war caſt into the ſea, aud the third 
gart of the ſea became blood; and the third part of the 
ereatures auhich ayere in the ſea, ard bad life, died: 
and the third part of the ' ſhips. were deflirozed *, I 
have not penetration enough to diſcover the fpiri- 
tual meaning of this paſſage 3; but I diſcern a moſt 
dreadſul- grandeur in its plain and literal ſenſe.— If 
we — the wonderful compaſs, and the terrible 
force of ſuch an enormous maſs of fire; if we conſider 
us: horrible and deſtructtve effects on ſuch a vaſt body 
of waters, as the third part of the ocean; how tre- 
mendous and aſtoniſhing is the idea! Surely, nothing 
bat divine inſpiration could ſuggeſt theſe images; as 
toy og an almighty arm can execute this venge- 
ance. Who would not fear an eternal KING, that 
_ Tuch weapons and ſuch artillery, reſerved againſt the day 
of. battle and war +. 
- - Spacious as the ſea is, GOD has provided a gar- 
ment to cover it. Profound as the fea is, GOD has 
prepared ſwaddling bands to inwrap it. Ungovernable- 
as. it may ſeem to us, He over- rules it with as mucli 
caſe, as the nurſe manages a new · born infant 4. An 
infant it is before almighty power; and to an infant it 
* Rev, vin. 8, 9. + Job xxxviti.az, 1 Job-xxxviii. 8, 9. 
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is compared by JEHOVAH himſelf, though to our 


apprehenſion it raves like a fupendous madman ; —tof. 
ſing mighty fleets, with their thoufands and millions of 
tons, like a tennis-ball, and thattering them, with their 
ribs of oak and iron, like an egg- ſhell. 

Yet, if GOD commands, this outragions element 
opens a peaceful boſom, and receives his people. Tt 
ſmooths the way for their paſſage, and ſtands as a bul- 
wark for their defence. They march through the mil} 
of the fea upon diy ground, and the waters, in hanging 
heaps, or rather in fluid mountains, are» a wall undo 
them on their right-hand and on their left *.—If he re- 
verſes his mandate, they drive down with an irrefiſtible 
ſweep upon the hoſts of Pharaoh, and overwhelm the 
chariots and horſes of Egypt: they pour contuſion 
upon arrogance , and-diappoint the deſigns of perſe- 
cution'and cruelty, —lt he ſays, Be fill, the bellowing 
ſurges are huſhed, and the gentleſt lamb is not ſo 
quiet. If he ſays, Deftroy, even the quieſcent waters 
kindle into rage; they riſe in ther MAKER's cauſe ;, 
and ten thouſand lions, ſtung with hunger, and ruſli- 
ing upon their prey, are not ſo fierce. When he bids 
them exeeute any other commiſſion, the horſe broke to 
the bit, the ſpaniel diſciplined fo the fignal, are not 
half fo dutiful and obſequious.— Shall our pafions be 
more wild and headſtrong than the winds 3 more tur- 
bulent and ungovernable than the billows? Forbid it, 
Almighty LORD! Thou that rale the raping of the 


N * Exod. XIV. 22. hes Meere e 

+ Arrogance Fhis is deſeribed- with exquiſite delicacy, in the 
EmTimxer or triumphant ſong of Moſes, The enemy ſaid, I wilt 
purſue; I will overtake ; 1 w:1l. di vide the” ſpoil; my vl. forall be ſa- 
zisfied upon them: I will draw my, ſword, mine hand ſball deſtroy 
them. What ſwelling words of vanity are here! The very ſpirit cf 
a Thraſo breathes in every ſyllable of this beautiful pets. 
Never was the language of - bJuſfer,.. fergeity, and-rhodomantate, ſo 
fnely mimicked. How noble is the turn, and how exaltcd the 
ſentiment, which follows! Thou didſt blow with thy wind; the ſea 
covered them ; they ſank. as lead in the migluy waters. The GOD of 
Iſrael need not — all his power, or level the rigbt-aiming 
thunder- bolts; he only gives a blaſt with the breath of his diſplea- 
ſure, and the great mountain breaks like a bubble. All this inſo- 
tent and formidable parade is quaſhed; ſinks into nothing; expires 


in ſhame and ruin, Excd, xv. 9, 10. 
Wo ſea, 
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ſea, and the niſe of” bit waver, reftrain, ſubdue, and 
calm the madneſs of the people. 

The eye travels bard. It wanders over a vaſt length, 
and vaſt breadth of fluctuating. plains . It reaches the 
lmits of the horizon, where ſhies and waves ſeem to 
mingle ; yet it has ſcarce made an entry upon the world 
of waters. Was 1 placed on the ſummit ot Atlas, or 
could I take a ſurvey from the peak of Teneriff, even 
in this commanding ſituation, I ſhould diſcern no more 
than the ſkirts of he great and wide ſea: Tracts ot 
amazing magnitude ſwell and float all around; yet 
tracts incomparably broader are (till behind, and tracts 
of unbounded extent are behind even thoſe. 

Great then, O my ſoul, inconceivably great, muſt. 
that adored: and glorious SOVEREIGN be, who 

fitteth upon this fled; and the world of waters is but as 
the footſool]. to his throne. f. Nay; who holds the 
mighty waves, diffuſed as they are from pole to pole, 
in the hollow. of his: band; and before whom, in all 
their prodigious dimenſions, they are but as the drop 
of a bucket. How ſhall reptiles of the. ground fink. 
hw enmgh in their apprehenſions! what humiliation 
can be tufficiently deep for ſinful mortals, before this 
« High and Holy One!“ Yet how may they rie on 
the wings of hope! How may they ſoar on the pini- 
ons of taith:! when, in the language of the  propher,. 
and in his on SON's name, they thus addreſs the e- 
verlaſting GOD. Awake! awake! put an ſtrength, O 
arm of the LORD! awake, for our ſuccour and ſecuri- 
ty, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art 
Thou not it, that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dra- 
gon? Art Thou nt it, which hath dried the Sea, the. aua 
ters of the great deep? That hath made. the depths. of the 
fea a way for the ranſomed to paſs over |? 


— — Compnſque natantes, Lvcnier.. 
+ Pfal. xxix. ro. | 
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How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are 


the works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent 
BEING]! What are all che canals in all the kingdom; 
of the earth, compared with this immenſe reſcrvatory ! 
What are all the ſuperb edifices, erected by royal mu— 
nificence, compared with yonder concave of the ſlics! 
and what are the molt pompous illaminations of thea- 
tres and triumphant cities, compared with the reſplen- 
dent ſource of day! they are a ſpark, an atom, a dryp.— 
Nay, in every ſpark, and atom, and drop, which pro- 
ceeds from the hand of the ALMIGHTY, there is 
the manifeſtation of a wiſdom and a power abſolutely 
incomprehenſible. T5 

Let us examine a ſingle drop of water, the very leaſt 
quantity which the eye can diſcern ; only ſo much 
as will juſt adhere to the point of a needle. In this 
almoſt imperceptible ſpeck, a famous philoſopher com- 
putes no leſs than 7hinteen thouſand globules. Ama- 
zing to conceive! impoſſible to explicate If then in 
ſo ſmall a ſpeck, abundantly more than ten thouſand 
globules exiſt, what myriads of myriads muſt float in 
the unmeaſured extent of the ocean !-—Let the ableſt 
arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, not the 
internal conſtitution, but only the zumber of theſe fluid 
particles. As well may he graſp the winds in his fit, 
or mete out the univerſe with his ſpan, as execute the 
taſk.—If then we are utterly unable to number (which 
is the moſt ſuperficial of all reſearches) even the molt 
common works of the great JEHOVAH, how can 
we pretend to lay open the ſecrets, and penetrate the 
receſſes of his infinite mind! How can we pretend to 
inveſtigate the whole proceſs, and ſolve all the difficul- 
ties, of that higheft and deepeſt of the divine ſchemes, 
RenemerTiON! he andre gf 15 * 

I have ſometimes been offended, I muſt confeſs, 
Aſpaſio, when you have cnlarged upon the Aeris, 
truths of Chriſtianity. And I have often been ſurpꝛri- 
fed to obſerve, in our LORD's character, the joint 
appearance of human weakneſs and heavenly majelty. 
To ſee him encompaſſed with every bodily want, and 
every innocent infirmity ; yet claiming every divine 
perfection, every attribute of that peerleſs — who 
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ſhares not his glory with another. —But I perceive, the 
beam was in my own eye, when I fanſied the mote 
was in my friend's. The miſt was not on the ſcrip- 
' tures, but darkneſs on my own apprehenſions. 

Is there, in.every ray of light, and in every particls 
of matter, a» depth of contrivance unfuthomable by 
the line of any human underitanding? And ſhall there 
be nothing abſtruſe or profound, nothing but what is 
level to our ſcanty apprehenſions, in the great * things 
of GOD's law, and the glorious Þ things of his goſpel? 
To expect this, is juſt as wile in itſelf, and juſt as con- 
gruous to nature, as to expect—a fea, whole cavities 
might have. been digged by our ſpade—a ſky, whoſe 
arches are meaſurable by our compaſſes—a ſun, whoſe 
orb may be included in our lanthorns. 

When therefore I read of ONE uncreated and eter- 
nal BEING, ſubſiſting in THREE divine PERSONS 7 ;: 
when I hear of an infinitely pure and perfect GOD, 
made fleſh for. the redemption of ſinful men; when I 
meditate on the righteous and univerſal JUDGE, re- 
conciling the world unto himſelt by the death of his 
own SON ;—when a thouſand curious and inquiſitive 
thoughts are ready to ariſe on the occaſion ; I will bid 
them firſt ſound the depths of a /ngle drop, and then 
apply their plummet to the boundleſs ocean. This, L 
am very ſure, is not weak credulity, nor wild enthu- 
ſiaſm; but the matureſt dictate of reaſon, and the very 
precifion of truth.—Let then the great CREATOR 
make that ſublime declaration; 4s the heavens are high 
er than the earth, ſo are my ways than your ways; 
and my thoughts than your thoughts 9g. Let every hu» 


r n Hoſ. viii. r2. | 
+ Ta Asu, Ts Or, Acts ii. 11. 
It is well ſaid by an anonymous author, While the ſcripture 
clearly diſtinguiſhes thoſe works, wherein the DEITY appears 
acting alone, it alſo points out THREE, who are often declared 
to be ONE, as acting each his part in the ſame work. And par- 
* ticular care is taken to afcribe every divine work and perſection 
* to HIM, who humbled himiclf unto death; that the evidence 
** might be very clear, where the objection might ſeem ſtrongelt ; 
** and this not in a few more obſcure paſſages, but in the meſt open 
manner throughout the ſcripture.” 

$ IIai. Iv. 9. 


man 
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man creature add that humble acknowledgement; C 
the depths of the riches, both of the wiſdom and knowled3e 
of GOD! how unſearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways paſt finding out F? And not devotion only, but 
reaſon and truth, will ſay Amen to both. 

You fee, Aſpaſio, how I am trying to adopt hour 
ſpirit. You will obſerve the willing ſcholar, though 
not the great proficient. —But ſtay ! is this right? To 
divert from ſuch commanding ſubjects, and take notice 
of mere punctilios My friend may ſpare his frowns. 
I am ſurpriſed and angry at myſelf. Away with the 
little arts of felf-recommendation. Se/f ſhould: be for- 
got, ſhould be fwalhwed up and 4e in devout aſtoniſh- 
ment, when we are viewing the magnificence, and me- 
ditating on the wonders of creation. 

Behind me, and far off to the north, Cambria's- 
duſky coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loſt were. 
all her woods and mountains. Inſtead of ornamented 
towns, and cultivated plains, a confu/ed miſt, or a low- 
kung cloud, ſeemed to hover on the ocean's remoteſt 
brim.—Bebind me! remembrance is rouſed at the ex- 
preſſion, and conſcience ſharpens her ſting. Ah! how 
often and how long have I treated, in this very man- 
ner, the nobleſt ſcenes, and the ſublimeſt joys ! have 
turned ny back—ungratetul and beſotted creature 
upon the heavenly country, and wandered from the re-- 
gions of infinite delight! Therefore now they appear 
dim. I have ſcarcely a glimpſe of their tranſcendent. 
excellencies. Or if I ſee them by faith, it is with fre- 
quent intermiſſions, and much obſcurity.—Turn me, 
© thou GOD of my ſalvation, turn me from purſuing 
phantoms, and attach me to thy bleſſed ſelf. Let me 
| henceforth ſteer an in variable courſe to IMMANUEL's 
kingdom. May its treaſures, as I advance, open to my 
view, and its glories brighten in my eye. O]! may. 
fome odours, -. better, far better, than Sabzan ſpicy 
odours , exhale from the delectable hills, and the ce- 

| teſtial 
+ Rom. xi. 33. 


* Allnding to thoſe lines in M1LTON. _ 
. — As when to them who ſtil 


Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pajt 
Meſambic, of at ſea. noth-caft winds low 


Saber: 
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leſtial ſhores !—But chiefly thou eternal SPIRIT breaths 
upon my ſoul, both by thy convincing and comforting 
influences! nor ever ceaſe to ſwell my fails, and ſpeed 
my progreſs, tilt I arrive at /e land that is very far 
off. That happy land, where I ſhall ſee the KING, the 
KING of grace and, of glory, in all is tranſcendent 
and ineffable beauty *. 

On my left hand, ſtood a range of mountainous cliff. 
They-aroſe, not floping, but in a perpendicular diree- 
tion. Rocks piled on rocks! huge; black; horrid? 
frowning over the flood, and extending themſelves as 
far as the eye could reach. Here, bending inwards to 
the land ; there, bellying ont into the deep; every 
where projecting a ſhade, ſeveral leagues a-croſs the 
ocean. | 

The height of theſe cliffs ſo formiable, that every hu- 
man creature, who comes near the ſummit, ſtarts back 
terrified and aglaſt. Only a few ſtraggling goats ven- 
ture to graze'on the top; and theſe, to a perſon walk- 
ing below, appear but as ſpecks of moving white. 
While the ſea-mews, that winnow the air about the 
middle ſteep, look like winged animalcules, purſuing 
their little ſports in a different region.— The aſpedt of 
theſe cliffs ſo wild and horrid, it is impoſſible to behold 
them without a ſhivering dread. The ſpectator is apt 
to imagine, that nature had formerly ſuffered ſome vio- 
lent convulfions, or been ſhattered by the flaming bolts ; 
and that theſe are the diſmembered remains of the 
dreadful ſtroke. The ruins, not of Perſepolis or Pal- 
myra, but of the world! 


Amazing! what adventurons daring creature is yon- 


der, gathering /amphire from the cavities of the rocks! 
He has let himielf down ſeveral fathoms, beneath the 


bleak and dizzy ſummit. —He gleans a poor livelihood, 


from the edges of danger, ſhall I ſay? Rather from 
the jaws of death +. J cannot diſcern the rope, ta 


which he clings. He ſeems to be ſuſpended over the: 


Sabean odours from the ſpicy ſuore 
Of Araby the Bleſt, and many a league, 
Cheer d with the grateful ſmell, old ocean ſmiles. ; 
Book IV. 159. 
„ Tſai. xxxiii. 19. 
+ — —Rupes, & acuta Letho X 
tremen- 
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tremendous precipjce by a thread, by a hair, by no- 
thing.——P]I look no longer. The very ſight chills my 
veins. While I view his perilous elevation, I can think 
of nothing but a headlong downfal, and fractured 
bones; of brains left to reek on the pointed crags, and 
blood ſtreaming on the diſcoloured beach, 

Suppoſe (if the mind can bear ſo ſhocking a ſuppo- 
fition) ſome poor wretch, expoſed on the brow of this 
flupendous promontory, without any ſupport for his 
feet; and cleaving only to a weak ſlender ſhrub, which 
but juſt adheres to the crevices of the rock. What 
tumultuous throbbings ſeize his breaſt! What a dying 
leneſs invades his cheeks! What agonies of fear rend 
is heart! As he —_ projecting over the ragged pre- 
cipice ; and ſurveys the ocean deep, wondrous deep 
below I The bough gives way. His only hope fails. 
It yields more and more to his weight. Good heavens ! 
He finks ! be fin, O! for fone friendly hand to 
fnatch him from periſhing! millions, millions of gold, 
were the cheap purchaſe of ſuch a merey. Anh 

There was a time, my ſoul,” when thou waſt in a ſi - 
tuation equally, ſhall I ſay ? incomparably more dan- 
gerous. Tottering, not only on the verge of /ife, but 
on the very brirk of hell. Often remember thy peril. 
Often review the formidable ſcene. Stand, in filent re- 
collection, upon the edges of the precipice to which 
fickneſs led thee ; on which death purfued thee ; and 
from which both were eonfederated to caſt thee head- 
long.—Look down into the yawning gulf, and the bot- 
tomleſs abyſs. See the infernal prilon, and the fin- 
ners that are gone to their own place. Hear their 
weeping and wailing, the gnaſhing of their teeth, 
and their inconſolable anguiſh. Obſerve the chains of 
darkneſs, the devouring flame, and the everlaſting 

burnings. Couldſt thou have dwelt in that lake of fire 

4 and brimſtone? Couldſt thou have taken up thy a- 
bode amidſt thoſe helliſh friends? Couldſt thou have 
lingered out eternal ages in that inſupportable and in- 
conceivable wo BEE then, adore. and bleſs the 
compaſſionate arm which was ſtretched out, in the 

very article of need, to reſcue thee. from this great ap- 
proaching, endleſs perditiom. Never, never forget 

that graciqus voice, which ſaid—in accents ſweeter 
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than the muſic of the ſeraphic choir—* Deliver him 

« from going down into the pit. Let his health be 
« reſtored, and his day of grace be — * 

In ſome places, the hideous ruins not only fewer to 
the ſkies, but lean over the ſtrand. Prominent and 
frightiully pendulous, they nod horror, and threaten 
deitruRion on all below. A perſon congratulates him» 
ſelf, when he has got clear of the bending precipice : 
and can hardly forbear thinking, that the enormous 
load is with-held by ſome unſeen hand, till the execrable 
euretch, doomed to a moſt aſtoniſhing vengeance, is 
<ome within reach of the blow. And truly, if he had 

the ſtrength of the elephant, or the firmneſs of the 
behemoth, this muſt grind him to powder, or even 
cruſh him into atoms. : 

How awful to conſider ! that there is a day coming, 
when wicked potentates, and haughty monarchs, will 
beg of yonder ſeas, to yawn compaſſionately deep, and 
hide them in their darkeſt abyſſes; hide them from the 

iercing eye, andavenging ſword of inflexible juſtice.— 
Thar ere is a day coming, when the ſoft voluptuary, 
he wanton beauty, and all the ungodly of the earth, 
will beſeech thoſe tremendous ridges, with their inſup- 
portable burden of rocks, to ruſh down upon their 
guilty heads *; if, by this means, they may be ſcreen» 
ed from the infinitely more dreaded weight of divine 
indignation. | 141 
Vain are their cries, and vainer ſtill would be their 
refuge, ſhould their paſſionate requeſts be granted. Can 
c:nceal the impious wretches, when the abyfles 
of the ocean ſhall be laid bare, and the foundations of 
the world be diſcovered ? When the caverns of the 

earth, and the bottoms of the mountains, ſhall be vi- 
lible as the naked plain Can rocks ſecrete an obnoxi- 
ous rebel, when rocks, with all their marble quarries, 
and adamantine entrails, ſhall diffolve like melting 
wax? When hills, that plunge their roots to the cen- 
tre, and loſe their towering heads in air, ſhall ſtart 
from their affrighted baſe , and flee away like chaff 


Rev. iv. 15, 16. 


+ This brings to our remembrance a moſt ſublime deſcription 75 
the divine POWER, which ariſes ia a beautiful climax, and ter- 
VS Ep af vt n N minatgs 
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before the wind !—Good GOD * ! What racking an- 
guiſh muſt they e, What inexpreſſibly ſeverer tor- 
ment muſt they fear Who can implore, ardently im- 
plore as a moſt deſirable favour, what imagination it- 
ſelf ſhudders to conceive. . 

In ſome places, theſe monntainous declivities lift 
their brow aloft ; plant their baſis deep; and, inſtead 
of portending a fall, defy the fury of the moſt” impetu- 
ous elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſteadfaſtly eſta- 


minates in this grand idea. The woice of the LORD is mighty it ope- 
ration, the voice of the LORD is a glorious voice. The voice of the 
LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LO D breaketh the cedars of Le- 
danon. He maketh them als to ſkip like a calf ; Lebanon and Sirion 
fike a young unicorn, - Pal. xxix. 4, 5, 6. 

The voice of the LORD is mighty in operation. This is the ge- 
neral propoſition, which, in the following ſentences, we ſee moſt 
magnihcently illuſtrated. —The voice of the LORD breaketh the ce- 
dars; when he ſpeaks in thunder, and bids the lightning execute 
His orders, the trees, the cedar-trees, thoſe ſturdy productions of 
the earth, are ſhivered to picces.—Yea, the LORD breaketh the ce- 
dars of Lebanon; which, for ſtatelineſs and ſtrength, ſurpaſs the 
oaks of the foreſt, ſurpaſs every tree of the field, almoſt as much 
as the oak exceeds a ſhrub.— It is a ſmall thing with JEHOVAH, 
to rend the trunks, and tear up the roots, of thoſe maſly bodies ; 
even Lebanon and Sirion, the incomparably greater mountains on 
which they grow, ſkip like a calf. They are thrown into ſtrange 
commotions. They are ready to ſpring from their foundations, 
With all their load of woods and rocks, they appear like ſome af- 
frighted or ſome ſportive animal, that farts with horror, or /eaps 
with exultation, p 9 5 86 


CG GOD !— This exclamation is introduced on a very ſerious 
occaſion, and uſed with an apparent air of reverence. Under which 
circumſtances, perhaps, it may ſometimes be allowable, and not 
diſhonourable to the divine MAJESTY. But, when it is admitted 
into ordinary converſation, on trifling occurrences, and with a le- 
vity of temper ; it is itſelf a very great offence, and diſcovers a 
very irreligious ſpirit.— It is ſo great an offence, that the GOD of 
heaven and carth, declares Himfzlf the avenger of all ſuch tranſ- 
greſſors. He will not hold them guiltleſs, or he will afluredly punith 

them, And if GOD condemn, who ſhall acquit ? If HE will pu- 
niſh, who can deliver from his hand ?—lIt diſcovers a very irrel:gi- 
ous ſpirit; is a moſt dangerous ſymptom ; ſomewhat like a plague- 
ſpot on the converſation. It ſhews, that there is no ſaving health, 
no life of GOD in the ſoul. Was there any ſenſibility in the con- 
ſcience, any grace in the heart, it would be impoſſible to treat ſo 
wantonly and ſo preſumptuouſly, hat glorious and fearful name, 

"THE LORD THY GOD. Deut. xxvill. 58. 


liſhed, 
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bliſhed, they have withſtood the united, the repeated 
aſſaults of winds and waves, through a long ſeries ot 
revolving ages.—The ſacred writers, I obterve, ſelect 
almoſt all the ſtriking images, which the whole crea- 
tion affords, in order to communicate their heavenly 
ideas with the greateſt advantage. Iſaiah, deſcribing 
the ſecurity of the righteous, takes his compariton from 
the grand ſpectacle before my eyes. He /hail dwell on 
high; his place of defence ſhall be the munitions of rocks * 
inacceſſible as thoſe lofty ridges, immoveable as their 
everlaſting foundations. l 

Should it be aſked, what theſe munitions of rocks 
may ſignify ?—I find two places of refuge and ſaſe- 

uard pointed out in ſcripture z to either of which, I 
believe, the metaphor is applicable. He had horns, ſays 
one of the divine pindarics, coming out of his hand : 
there was the hiding of his poxwer T. Uncontrollable 
and omnipotent power was lodged in the great JE- 
HOVAH's hand; and this was the ſure 33 this 
the impregnable garriſon, for all his people. — Lhe 
church of CHRIST is ſaid to be in the clefts of the 


reck | that fpiritual rock, of which the Iſraelites 
drank. 


® Iſai, xxxiii. 16, 
+ Habak. iii, 4. Horns were an emblem of ffrength. A bern «of 
Al vation, is put for a mighty and effeQual ſalvation. Luke ii. 69. 


Thou baft heard me from aming the horns of the unicorm ; thou haſt 


reſcued me from the moiſt potent and formidable enemies. Pal. 
xxii. 21. Here the word ſeems to denote that power of JEHO- 
VAH, to which nothing is impoſſible. And more than ſeems, 
if we conſult the next clauſe. ——-There was the hiding of his 
power ; or, as it may be rendered, his powerful -biding, a moſt ſe- 
cure refuge, a ſanctuary abſolutely inviolable. I have accommoda- 
ted this paſſage to a different tenſe, Meditat. Vol. I. p. 135. 12mo edit. 
But the true ſignification, mott ſuitable to the context, and moſt 
ſubſervient to the prophet's deſign, is, I apprehend, given by The- 
ron. It is ſomewhat like an cxalted ſentiment in the Night- thoughts; 
which, with a ſmall alteration, may ſerve as a paraphraſe on the 
text: , 


And nature's ſhield the bollow of bis hund. 
A Chriſtian's ſhield the hollow of his hand. 


Cant. ii. 14. Should the reader have an inclination to ſee this 
Facred, but myſterious book explained, I would refer him to Dr. 
Vor. II. T G1LL's 
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drank in the wilderneſs ; whoſe venerable and precious 
clefts were opened, when the bloody ſpear tore up the 
REDEEMER's fide, and cut a wide and deadly paſ- 
ſage to his heart, Surely, tbe inhabitants of this rock 
have reaſon to /ing *ﬀ. What ſhould diſquiet them? 
Who can deſtroy them? Why ſhould not the voice of 
joy be in their dwellings, and that hymn of holy tri- 
umph in their mouths ? e have a ſtrong city : ſalva- 
tion hath GOD appointed, ſalvation itſelf, for walls and 
bulwarks .- Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I was in- 
tereſted in this SAVIOUR, and eſtabliſhed on this rock. 

Yonder, on the ſummit of the moſt conſpicuous cliff, 
is erected a grand and ſtately pile. At the top my 
glaſs diſcovers a ſuperb lanthorn ; at the foot are the 
huts of fiſhermen, ſurrounded with various ſorts of 
nets, —lt is, I ſuppoſe, a /zght-houſe : intended to ap- 
priſe the ſailor of his danger, and ſhew him where 
the ſhelves lurk, and where the whirlpool boils : or 
elſe to point out the courſe he ſhould ſteer, and con- 
duct him into a ſafe road, and ſecure harbour. 

Both the ſituation and deſign of the building 
read me a leflon ; the one of awtul admonition, the 
other of comfortable in{truftion.— Comfortable inſtruc- 
ian. How maſſy and ponderous is the edifice ! Yet, 
there is not the leaſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of fai- 


lure or inſuſficiency in the foundation. Was the 


ſtructure ten thouſand times larger; was its weight ten 
thouſand times greater; the ſolid rock would ſupport 
it, with the utmoſt eaſe, and the utmoſt ſteadineſs. 
Such is CHRIST; ſuch are his merits ; ſuch his glo- 


Grtt's Expaſition of the Canticles. Which has ſuch a copious 
vein of ſanctiſed invention running through it, and is interſperſed 
with ſuch a variety of delicate and brilliant images, as cannot but 
highly entertain a curious mind. Which preſents us alſo with ſuch 
rich and charming diſplays of the glory of CHRIS “T's on, the 
freencſs of his grace to ſinners, and the tenderneſs of his love to 
the church, as cannot but adminiſter the moſt refined delight to the 
believing ſoul. Conſidered in both theſe views, I think, the 
mon err paradiſaical garden, deſcribed by Mi LTON ; 

which 


Bloſſoms and fruits at once f golden hue 
Appear'd, with gay enamel d colours mix'd, 

® Iſai. xlii, x1, + Ifai, xxvi. 1. i Ke 
; rious 
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rious righteouſneſs, to thoſe wiſe and bleſſed ſouls who 
reſt all the weight of their eternal intereſts on him 
alone. Such, did I ſay? Much ſurer. For the moun- 
tains may depart, and the hills may be removed; but 
this divine baſis can never ſink, can never be ſhaken.— 
Arvful admoniticn. For it recals to my memory that 
alarming, yet welcome text , which you ſtyled the 
ſpiritual light-houſe. Which has been as ſerviceable 
to my diſtreſſed mind, and bewildered thoughts, as 
ſuch an illuminated watch-tower to the wandering 
and benighted mariner. May I often view it! ever 
attend to its faithful direction! and be with-held, by 
its interpoſition, from that devonring gulf, and that 
deſtructive ſhoal, dependence on ſelt-righteonſneſs : be 
led, by its influence, into the haven—the fair and hap- 
py haven of ſalvation and grace. 

Now I have mentioned havers, I cannot but admire 
the ſtate and diſpoſition of the ſhore. I ſee, even in 
its rude and ſhapeleſs form, a moſt pleaſing diſplay of 
divine good-will to men.— In arranging this vaſt aſ- 
ſemblage of earth and water, the ALMIGHTY diſ- 
poſer has kept a continual eye upon our benefit. Were 
the ſhores ſtrait, like the walls of our garden, or 
ſmooth, like ſome poliſhed globe, they might ſeem 
more orderly and graceful : but how detrimental ſuch 
a-piece of delicacy to navigation, to commerce, and 
the proſperity of human affairs! Our ſhips, in ſtormy 
weather, would be like ſtraggling parties of vanquiſh- 
ed and flying troops, purſued by an enraged enemy, 
and thut out from every fortreſs, every place of re- 


fuge. | 

his GOD's infinite wiſdom foreſaw, and his infi- 
nite goodneſs determined to prevent. For which pur- 
poſe, he made the boundaries of the great deep, not 
even and ſhapely, but moſt advantageouſly ragged and 
irregular. Here, the earth is ſcooped and excavated, 
tor many miles, as if it had been bored, by ſome pro- 
digiouſly large auger. There it ſinks, and turns, and 
winds, ſome what like the wards of a lock; giving eaſy 


* Jai, liv. 10. 
1 Sce Rom, ix. 30, 37, 32. and Vol. II. Letter v. 


1 admiſſion 
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ceſs of furious and deſtructive ſurges.—Yonder two 
huge promontories, horrible to behold, advance, as it 
were with haughty ſtrides, into the deep. They frown 
over the abyſs ; but look, with the molt ſmiling aſpect, 
on the weather-beaten bark. Amidit the arms of theſe 
trightful, but friendly cliffs, the ſailor and his veſſel 
find ſhelter, repoſe, and ſafety.— In one or other of 
theſe various harbours, they drop their fear, as they 
drop their anchor; and defy the rage of tempeſts, and 
care not for all the madneſs of the ocean. 

How many thouſands and millions of lives, has this 
kind proviſionary ſafeguard reſcued from deſtruction ! 
Without theſe moſt commodious receptacles the fea 
would be covered with wrecks, and the waves be little 
better than a grave for the marmers. But, putting in- 
to ſome hoſpitable port, they are beyond the ack 
danger. Though howling winds rend the ſky, and 
fierceſt hurricanes toſs the ſea, they abide in perfect ſe- 
curity. Thus they abide, till the ſtorm is huſhed, till 
the billows ſubſide, and a calm takes place. 

Such, methinks, is the ſtate, the happy ſtate of the 
rightzous, who can fay, with faith and in truth, The 
eternal GOD is our refuge. What haven can be fo ſafe 
as his omnipotent protection; as the arm of his power, 
and the wings of his providence? In the midſt of pe- 
rils, their perſons are ſecure : ſurrounded by enemies, 
their perſons are undiſmayed. Even when it ſhall hail, 
coming down on the foreſt, and the city ſhall be bw in a 
low place, thy people, O LORD, ſhall dwell in a peace- 


able kabitati;n, and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſt- 


ing-places *. 68 


* Ifai. xxxii. 18, 19. Upon this text, I beg leave to make a 
ſhort paraphraſe, and add a critical remark. My people, fays GOD, 
ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in ſure dwellings, and in 
quiet reſting-places. Abiding in CHRIST, cleaving to his great 
atonement, and always beholding themſelves complete in his ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, they ſhall paſs their time in reſt and quictneſs ; 
having peace with GOD, tranquillity ia their conſcience, and 
ſecurity from their ſpiritual enemies. | 

This tranquillity perhaps is to be enjoyed only in haleyon days, 
when peace and repoſe are common bleſſings.— No, but in —— of 
| confulion 


of 


— — — PR 12 
3 


Let. . THERON To ASPASIO. 221 


Let me but once again ſurvey thoſe rude but maje” 
tic elevations, thoſe wild but noble deformities, the 
cliffs.—Fortifications, reared by an almighty hand, to 
rotect us at once from warring elements, and invad- 
ing enemies—Ramparts, which overlook and command 
the ocean, and, viewed by diſtant mariners, ſeem to 
touch or prop the ſky; which have ſurrounded our iſle 
ever ſince the univerſal deluge, and will be her never- 
failing defence even to the general couflagration, —If 
ſome opinionated engineer ſhould take it into his head 
to ſuſpe& the ſtability of theſe unſhaken bulwarks ; if 
he ſhould make propoſals for ſtrengthening them with 
buttreſſes, or girding them round with cramping-irons ! 
how would his project be received? With approbation 


confuſion and diſorder, when danger ſpreads alarm, and ruin ſcat- 
ters havock, all around: hen it Hail bail with a defiruftine bail 
upon the foreſt, and the city all be ntterly denelied: when GOD's 
judgment, like an impetnous, irreſiſtible, deſtroying hail, thall beat 
down foreſts, though the growth of ages, ſhall overthrow kingdoms, 
whoſe inhabitants are numerous as the trees of the wood, aad lay 
mighty cities even with the ground. 
A moſt beautiful contraft between the ſecurity of JEHOVAH's 
ople, and the deſtruction of his enemies; which contraſt is, like 
all Ifaiah's images, painted in the molt lively colours, but much ob- 
ſcured by the Maſoretic punctuation, and the Engliſh verſion. It 
hall hail, coming daun on the fore t. How unneceſlary and jejune is 
the circumſtance of coming down, when connected with it hall bail? 
Can we ſuppoſe the latter to exiſt without the former? Or does the 
conſideration of the furmer add cither force or beauty to the latter ? 
Whereas, read the words without the points, or let them be point- 
ed in the following manner, F Mn and we are preſented with 
a very ſignificant and forcible Hebraiſm : Grandinando, grondinabit; 
Hai ling, it ſpail hail. It (hall hail with great violence aad impetno- 
ſity, that bears down every thing; deſtroying: alike foreſts and ci- 
ties; laying both the ſtately trees, and ſuperb edifices, in ruin. 

I would not therefore tranſlate u yawn man The city 
Hall be low in a I:w place. The low place, in this concQtion, ſeems 
to be quite are, ungraceful and infignificant. If a city 
is demoliſhed, it matters very little, or not àt all, whether the 
work of fate be executed in a high or low place: whereas the cir- 
cumſtance, which the ſacred original deſeribes, is truly important” 
and awful. The words may be tranſlated, Dejiciendo dejicietur, or, 
In planitiem humiliahitur : It ſhall be utterly everthrown, or made 
| flat as @ plain. The whole city, with all its buildings, whether mean 
or magnificent, ſhall be broken down; laid low as the duſt ; low as 
lowneſs itſelf. 3 | 

p and 
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and applauſe; or with the ſneer of contempt, and the 
hiſs of indignation ? “ Fool that he is! to think of 
„ enlarging or corroborating theſe magnificent and 
“ everlaſting works of nature by the pany piddlings of 
« art!”—Such, ſo fooliſh and prepoſterous, is that 
once favourite conceit of adding my own performances, 
in order to increaſe the juſtifying efficacy of CH RIST's. 
obedience. What a diſparagement this to the great, 
the divine foundation! which, for the ſupport of bur- 
dened, and the ſecurity of endangered fauners, is f- 
cieni—is ſelf-ſufficient—is all-ſufficient. 
Hark! Whence is that thrill noiſe? It is what Mil- 

ton calls e ſea-mew's clang. I look round and find 
her by her voice. How the plays on the breeze, and 
{ports on the ſurge ! Free as the firſt, unconfined as 
the laſt. Sometimes I ſee her ſweeping the lofty cliffs, 
or ſkiming the level deep. Sometimes I behold her 
ſpringing into the air, and ſoaring far above the ſummit 
of the admiral's malt. Anon ſhe thoots as low into the 
heart of the ocean, loſes our fight, and feems loſt to 
the world. On a ſudden the feathery diver emerges, 
{ſhakes the brine from her wings, riſes on thoſe ſtrong 
pinions, and, with a triumphant ſcream, flits along the 
thores, or ſails through the ſkies. | 
How wonderfully has PROVIDENCE fitted this 
and ſome other animals to ſojourn in either element? 
Be they in the moiſt or dry, in the denſe or rare, in 
the buoyant atmoſphere or the overwhelming flood, it 
is all alike to them. They are citizens of either region, 
and are preſented, if I may fo ſpeak, with the freedom 
both of ſea and land. —Is not this a ſignificant emblem 
of that happy temper deſcribed by St. Paul, and exem- 

lifed in his conduct: I have learned, in whatever late 
am, tbereavith to be content. I know both how to be aba- 

d; and I know how to abound. Every where, and in 
all things, I am inſtrudted, both to be full and to be hun- 
gry» beth to abound and to ſuffer need “. 

Now we behold him in proſperity. He rides upon 

the bigh places of the earth, with ſun-ſhine all around 
him. He is received as CHRIST JESUS, and re- 


® Phil. iv. 11, 134 


ſpeed 
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ſpected as an angel of GOD. People are willing to 


pluck out their own eyes, and give them to him.— Ere 
long the ſcene ſhifts, and we behold him in adverſity. 
He is ſinitten into the place of dragons, and covered 
with the ſhadow of death. His own familiar friends 
forſake hin. His enemies come about him like exaſpe-- 
rated bees; and the general cry is, Away with fuch 
© a fellow from the earth.“ —Yet what equanimity is 
preſerved amidit theſe ſtartling revolutions ? Like the 
Caſpian ſea, which neither ebbs nor flows, he is ſtill 
the ſame; the ſame humble, zealous, heavenly-minded 
Chriſtian. Unchanged by viciflitude, he ſtoops with 
dignity, or aſcends with eaſe. Alacrity in his buſineſs, 
and complacency in his condition, are his inſeparable 
attendants. x all things approving himſelf the minifter of” 
60 D, and the friend of man. - But let us hear his own 
words. They are inimitably beautiful. I never read, 
in any author, a greater ſublimity of ſentiment; and I 
never obſerved, in any deſcription, a more genuine 
magnificence of ſpirit. 

As amphibious animals live and move, either in air 
or water; ſo, ſays the apoſtle, we paſs unhurt and un- 
aſfected, through honour and diſhonour, through evil re- 
port and good report. As deceivers, and yet true; as un- 
known, and yet well known; as dying, and behold wwe 
live; as chaſtened, and not killed; as forrowſful, yet al- 
aways rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich; as havin 
nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things *. What a noble ſuperi- 
ority to all external circumitances ? This is liberty in- 
deed. He is more than conqueror over every wrong, 
and over all tribulation. This is the exalted character. 
This the truly great man! 

How changeadle is the face of this liquid element! 
Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 
boundary to the horizon's utmoſt verge, but the wild- 
elt tumult and moſt horrible confuſion. Now, the 
ſtormy flood has ſmoothed its rugged brow, and the 
watery uproar is lulled into a profound tranquillity. 
Where rolling mauntains ruſhed and raged, threatening 
to dath the clouds and deluge the earth; there the 


® 2 Cor. vi. 8, 9, 19. 
gentiiſt 
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gentle undulations play, and only juſt wrinkle the ſur- 
ce of the mighty baſon. Where the dreadful abyſs 
opened its wide and unfathomable jaws, to ſwallow up 
the trembling ſailor and his ſhattered veſſel ; there a 
calm and clear expanſe diffuſes its ample boſom, allur- 
ing the fiſh to baſk in the ſun, and inviting the ſea- 
fowl to watch for their prey. | 
In this fair floating mirrour, I ſee the picture of 
every cloud which paſſes through the regions of the 
ſky. But in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, 
I ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever-variable con- 
dition of human affairs.— Vonder go the ſhips. Some 
aſſociated, like conſtellations in the expanſe of heaven. 
Some ſolitary, like planers on the ethereal road. Two 
or three are perfectly diſtinguiſhable. Their fails are al! 
expanded. They ſwell to the breeze, and catch the 
rambling gales. Their keel ploughs the wave, and 
their hull thaves the level deep. The mariners, de- 
kghted with theſe peaceful ſeas, and this ſerene, ſooth- 
ing ſtate of things, have, perhaps, no apprehenſions of 
danger. They think not of the irreſiſtible ſtorms which 
may gather around them, nor of the ſhipwrecked dead 
that he buried beneath them. I with them a proſper- 
ous voyage. Yet, ſincerely as 1 with it, I durſt not un- 
dertake to enſure it. Soon may clouds darken the 
ſcene, and lightnings glare amidſt the gloom. Soon 
may the winds how], and the tempeſt rave. Nor man, 
nor angel, can aſcertain the contiuance of this halcyon 
weather ſo much as a ſingle day, or even to the next 
hour.—And let me not fondly promiſe myſelf an anin- 
terrupted tenour of ſerenity in my mind, or of proſpe- 
rity in my circumſtances. Sometimes, indeed, my 
Heart exults under the ſmile of heaven, and the favour 
of GOD; but ſoon, ah! too ſoon I am clouded with 
fear, and oppreſſed with corruption. I ſigh out that 
onate acknowledgment, Wretched man that I am! 
And add that wiſhful inquiry, Ihe ſhall deliver me 2— 
For this diſordered ſtate of things, the afflifted patri- 
arch's complaint is the moſt appoſite motto, and the 
moſt wholeſome memento ;. Changes and war. are around 
me *,—But there is a world, where diſaſtrous revolu- 


* Job x. 17. 


tions 


Let. 9. THERON ro ASPASTO. 225 


tions will be known no more. Where our enjoy- 
ments will no longer ſuctuate like the ocean, but be 
more ſtedfaſt than the rocks, and more immoveable 
than the ſhores. 

In this world, we are never ſecure. Calamity comes 
like a thief in the night; at a time when we are not 
aware; and from a quarter which we did not ſuſpect. 
Out of ſuch a compsed ſea, which is the very image of 
tranquillity, ſometimes de/frudtion riſes; and rites in 
its molt dreadful form. A prodigious detachment of 
water iſſues from the deep; aud, by ſome unknown 
but wondrous force, advances into the upper regions. 
It ſpreads amidit the clouds, or becomes itſelf a black 
and horrid cloud. The ſea boils as the whirling co- 
lumn aſcends; and the air roars as it receives the un- 
uſual weight. 3 with ruin, and big with death, 
the tremendous meteor lowers. It hovers for a while 
on the groaning atmoſphere, as though it was ſingling 
out its prey, or taking the ſureſt aim. Then burſts 
in a moment burſts, and with irreſiſtible impetuoſity 
falls. The roek, torn from the ſummit of a mountain, 
and thundering down the cliffs, plunges not into the 
foaming brine with half the fury or halt the noiſe. The 
very ocean is ſtartled at the ſhock f. But if a ſhip, an 
unfortunate ſhip, happens to be within the reach of 
this precipitated deluge, alas! no ſtrength of timber 
can ſuſtain, no art of ſailors can elude the blow. All 
is loſt, irrecoverably loſt. The veſſel is daſhed into 
ſhivers, or ſinks like lead in the mighty waters.—80, 
only ten thouſand times deeper, mult finful. man have 
ſunk ; ſunk, under the wrath of GOD and the curie 


+ We have a very remarkable and terrible account of a water- 
ſpout, recorded in the Philoſophical Tranſactians.—“ A ſpout (an- 
© no 171?) breaking on Emott-moor, near Coln, in Lancaſhire, 
the couu.ry was immediately overflown; a brook, in a few mi- 
„ nutes, roſe ſix feet perpendicularly high; the ground, whereon 
„the ſpout fell, which was ſixty feet over, was tore up to the very - 
« rock, which was no leſs than ſeven feet deep; and a deep gulph. 
% made for above half a mile, the earth being raiſed on either ſide 
« in great heaps.”— What were the ſtouteſt hip beneath ſuch a. 
load of falling waters? Like an egg-ſhell under the weight of a 


pyramid. 
| af 
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of the law, had not our gracious REDEEMER bore 


the burden of both in his own body on the tree. 


Here, I ſee an immenſe collection of waters in a 
ſtate of deep repoſe. Could I extend my view to ſome 
remoter tracts, I ſhould behold every thing ſmoother 
and calmer ſtill. It frequently happens on the eaſtern 
coalts of Africa, that not a ridge ſwells, nor a furrow 
ſinks the ſurface of the ocean. is all like a glaſſy 
plain. The waves are aſleep. Not a gale ſtirs. Even 
the downy feather, hung on the cordage, is motionleſs. 
The ſea ſtagnates. The mariner is becalmed; and his 
veſſel reels, but ſcarcely creeps, —Whereas, could I ſur- 
vey the Straits of Magellan, or the Gut of Gibraltar, 
I- ſhould find a very ſtriking difference. There, the 
waters pour in with vehemence, and ruſh forwards with 
impetuoſity. All is there in itrong agitation, and ra- 
pid progreſs. The ſhip is iirled through the narrow 
paſſage; and rides, as it were, on the wheels of the ſurge, 
or on the wings of the wind. — This, my dear Aſpaſio, is 
a true image of what I have been, and of what I ain. 
Some months ago, when I was inſenſible of guilt, all my 
prayers were liſtleſs, and all my religion was a kind of 
jpiritual lethargy. I felt not in my heart what I uttered 
with my tongue. Haſannabs were but an empty ceremo- 
ny, and confeſlions 0ze on my formal lips.— But, ſince 
the SPIRIT of GOD has awakened me from my dream, 
and convinced me of my ſinfulneſs, I can no longer be 
ſatisfied with indolent and yawning devotions. Trials 
and temptations put ſtrong cries into my mouth. My 
ſoul mourns before the LORD; my defires plead with 
the bleſſed GOD; and I am ready to ſay, as the pa- 
triarch of old, I cannot, I mult not, I will not let 
% Thee ge, unleſs Thou bleſs men.“ 

I fee no flocks of ſheep, with ſober aſſiduity, nib- 
bling the graſſy plains. No lambs, with innocent gaie- 
ty, and in little parties of pleaſure, friſking along the 
ſunny banks. Here are no ſtables for the generous 
ſteed, nor paſtures for the luſty heifer. Nevertheleſs, 
theſe watery regions are ſtocked with colonies of proper 
and peculiar inhabitants. 


Gen. XXxii. 26. 


Tnhabitants ! 
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' Inhabitants! Is ſuch a thing poſſible? Can any crea- 
ture live in this ſuffocating element ? Can they move 
and act, propagate their ſpecies, and continue from 
generation to generation, where we, if immerſed but 
a few minutes, inevitably periſh ?—It is wonderful in- 
deed ! What we could not have believed, had we not 
ſeen with our eyes, or known by ſure experience. The 
exiſtence and hiſtory of filhes, without the comment of 
experience, would have ſeemed a philoſophical ro- 
mance ; ſomething to imagination amuſing, but in re- 
ality impoſlible.—Yet, through the Almighty power of 
our GOD, not only /iving creatures, but the greateſt 
of living creatures, are formed from under the waters *. 
In number countleſs, and in bulk matchleſs. Yea, and 
have their being, life, and health, in' what we reckon 
the ſeat of ſuffocation and death. | 

They are all clothed and accoutred, in exact con 
formity to the clime. Not in ſwelling wool, or buoy- 
ant feathers ; not in a flowing robe, or a full-trimmed 
ſuit ; but with as much compactneſs, and with as little 
 ſuperfluity as poflible. They are clad, or rather /heath- 
ed in ſcales ; which adhere cloſely to their bodies, and 
are always laid in a kind of natural oil. Than which 
apparel nothing can be more /;zht, at the fame time 
nothing more /o/i4, and nothing ſo ſinsoth. It hinders 
the fluid from penetrating their fleſh ; it prevents the 
cold from coagulating their blood ; and enables them 
to make their way through the waters with the utmoſt 
facility. If, in their rapid progrels, they ſtrike againſt 


Job xxvi. 5. It is ſaid in our tranſlation, Dead things are 
formed from under the waters, But, I think it is ſaid very impro- 
perly. The word is unn; which ſignifies gigan/es, giants; vaſt 
creatures, of prodigious ze; in their enormous bulk, exceeding 
the animals, produced on the dry land, as much as the children of 
_ or Goliah of Gath, exceeded in ſtature the ordinary ſons 
of men, 

This ſeems to be the ſenſe of the paſſage. And it is a ſenſe ex- 
tremely proper; as it expreſſes a grand peculiarity, diſtinguiſhing the 
aquatic animals. A peculiarity, on which it was both obvious and 
judicions for the ſacred writer to touch; and which, I believe, firſt 
ſtrikes our attention, whenever we contemplate the natives of the 
deep. There is that leviathan, of moſt ſtupendous magnitude, was 
the fir great obſervable in the Pſalmilt's ſurvey. 


any 
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any hard ſubſtance, this their ſcaly doublet breaks the 
force of the blow; and effeQually ſecures them from 
caſualties, at leaſt from harm. 
Their Hape is ſlender and tapering ; fitted to divide 
the waters, and to traverſe, with the leaſt obſtruction, 
a very reſiſting medium.— Their az is extremely flexi- 
ble. It conſiſts of vigorous muſcles, and acts with un- 
common agility. By its alternate impulſe, it cauſes a 


progreſſive motion; and, by repeated ſtrokes, it darts 


the whole body to any diſtance.— They have each a 
curious inſtrument *, by which they increaſe or dimi- 
nith their ſpecific gravity ; ; fink like lead, or float like 
a cork ; riſe to what height, or deſcend to what depth 
they pleaſe, Wherever I turn my view, I perceive-a 

=«vi/dom, perpetually fruitful of new defigns ; a power, 
completely executing whatever is projected; a goodneſs, 
ſtill, ſtill communicating comfort and happineſs—com- 
municating them in various, unſuſpected, innumerable 


ways—nay, communicating them both by what is with 


held, and by what is imported ! As theſe creatures 


have, probably, no occaſion for the ſenſe of hearing; 


as the impreſſions of found have very little, if any, ex- 
iſtence in their habitation ; to have given them the uſu- 
al furniture of ears, would have been an Incumbrance 
rather than a benefit. 

This is the abode of leviattian; hugeſt of Hing 
creatures; before whom the 'broad-limbed elephant, 
and the tall · necked camel, are mere ſhrimps. A ftretch- 
ed-out promontory, when he ſleeps ;* a moving land, 
when he ſwims ; “ making the ſea to boil like a pot,” 
when, unwieldily wallowing, he takes his prodigious 
paſtime.—Here, the voracious /hark, that aſſaſſin of 
the finny nations, roams and commits his ravages: 
imbrues his horrid fangs, and marks his rapid path, 
. blood. Here dwelt that great, and greatly ſur- 

805 be whoſe fierceneſs hand avidity the Almighty 

IGN employed as his purſuivant to arreſt a 
3 prophet. Whoſe. ample jaws, or capacious 
entrails, were the dungeon to-confine a rebellious ſub- 
ject, and the cabin to lodge a penitent offender. Whoſe 


„The air bladder. wy 
u 


' 
| 
\ 
| 
0 
| 
\ 


Eet. 9. THERON To» ASPASIO. 229 


bulk, and ſtrength, and ſpeed, were a kind of veſſel, 


tranſporting this convict to the bottom of the mountains, 
and the bars of the earth*. After the criminal was 
ſafficiently-chaſtiſed, and properly humbled, they ſerved, 
as a galley with oars, to convey him fate to land. 

In the ſame element reſides (at leaſt takes up paxt of 
his reſidence) that formidable moniter who is made 
without fear, and has not his like upon earth, He 
eſteemeth the pointed iron as ſtraw, and-ponderous 
braſs as rotten wood. His heart is as hard as a piece of 
the nether millſtone, and his ſcales are a coat of impe- 
netrable mail. Strength not to be reſiſted, much leſs 
to be ſubdued, lies intrenched in his ſinewy neck. His 
eyes are like the eyelids of the opening day; and when 


Re rolls thoſe glaring orbs, there ſeems to be. another 


morn riſen on mid-noon. His teeth are terrible, jag- 
ged for rapine, and edged with death. His throat is 
a burning furnace ; clouds-of ſmoke are poured from 
Bis noſtrlls, and flakes of fire iſſue from his mouth. 
None, no not the molt reſolute, dares -provoke him to 
the combat, or even ſtir him up from his ſlumbers. 
He laugheth at the ſhaking of the ſpear, and ſorrow 
marcheth in triumph before him. Whenever he raiſeth 
himſelf, the mighty are afraid; wherever he advan- 
ceth, ruin is there. —If a mere creature is capable of 
ſpreading ſuch alarm end dread, how greatly is the 
CREATOR himſelf to be feared ! who can turn the 


moſt harmleſs inhabitant of the ocean into a ravenous 


alligator, or a horrid crocodile! who can arm every 


| + Jonah ii. 6. 

Job, xH. 22. Nan um T1395 Mercr, fays Bochart, precedit 
tangnam metator & comes, tumidique anteanibulo regis. Terror and 
enguiſh are @ kind of advanced guard to this monarch among the 
"reptiles, or they go before the monſter, as a man bearing a ſhield 
went before the Philiſtine giant.—The original word occurs in no 
other part of the divine book. I cannot recollect any expreſſion, 
which ſo fully repreſents its meaning, as Homer's aue, or Xe- 
nophon's yuvg:adw : both which are intended to deſcribe the ar- 
wlonr and action of a high-mettled prancing fteed.-The whole pe- 
ragraph is z ſketch of the crecodile's picture. At exhibits a few cir- 
cumitances, culled from that inimitable deſcription, extant in the 
book of Job. Which are given, either in the ſacred writer's o 
words, or elſe in a paraphraſtic explanation of their ſenſe, _ 
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NN of the ground with all the force and rage of a 
On | 1 a 
It is impoſſible to enter on the muſter- roll thoſe ſca- 
ly herds, and that minuter fry, which graze the ſea- 
weed, or ſtray through the coral groves. They are 
innumerable as the ſands which lie under them; count- 
leſs as the waves which cover them.— Here are un- 
couth animals, of monſirous ſhapes *, and amazing 
qualities 7. Some, that have been diſcovered by the 
| inquiſitive 


Monſtraus ſhapes—Such as the ſword-fiſb; whoſe upper jaw 
is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp ſword. With which he ſome- 
times ventures to attack the ſhips, though armed with thunder; and 
is capable of piercin; their ſides, though ribbed with oak. This 
may be called the champion of the waters. Who, though never ex- 
cecding ſixteen feet in length, yet, confiding in a weapen at once fo 
truſty and ſo tremendous, ſcruples not to give battle even to the 
whalc himſelf. —'The Jun-fib has no tail; ſeems to be all head; and 
was it not for two fins, which act the part of oars, would be one 
entire round maſs of fleſn.— The Polypui, remarkable for its nume- 
rous feet, and as many claws ; by which it has the appearance of a 
mere inſect, and ſeems fitted only to crawl, At the ſame time, an 
excreſcence ariſing on the back, enables it to ſteer and purſue a ſtea- 
dy courſe in the waves. So that it may paſs under the two-fold 
character of a ſailor and a reptile. 
+ Amazing qualiticz—Among theſe may be reckoned the torpe- 
de, which benumbs on a ſudden, and renders impotent, whatever 
 fith it aſſaults. And, which is yet more extraordinary, ſtrikes even 
the filherman's arm, when he offers to lay hold of it, with a tem- 
porary deadneſs. By this means, it poſſeſſes the double ng 
of arreſting its prey, and ſecuring itſelf, — The cuttle-fifb, farni 
ed with a liquid magazine, of a colour and conſiſtence like ink; 
which, when purſued by an enemy, the creature emits, and blck- 
ens the witer, , By this ar:ifice, the foc is bewildercd in the. chace g 
znd while the one vainly grapes in the dark, the other ſcizes the 
opportunity, atul makes Jig eſcape.— The nautilus, whoſe (hell 
forms a natural beat. The dextrous inhabitant unfurle a membrane 
to the wind, which ſerves him inſtead of a ſail. He extends alſo a 
couple of arms, with which, as with two ſlender oars, he rows 
himſelf along. When he is difpoſed £5 retire, or act the recluſe, 
he Hrikes fil, and, without any apprehenſion of being drowned, 


inks to the bottom. When the weather is calm, and he has an in- 


clination to ſee the world, or take his plcafure, be mounts ta the 
ſurface, and, ſelf-taught in the art of navigation, performs his 
v-yage without either chart or compaſs ; is bimſelf the. vgſſel. the 
rigging, ad the (pilst.——'Fhe poly pus, mentioned in the preced- 
ing note, whoſe method of producing its young is very ſingular, 
and very wonderful. The young one iſſues from the fide of its pa- 
rent, in the vorm of a ſmall pimple z which, ler gthening _ en- 
| . Sing 
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inquiſitive eye of man; and many more, that remain 
among the ſecrets of the hoary deep.— Here are ſhoals 
and ſhoals, of various characters, and of the molt di- 
verſified ſizes : from the gigantic whale, whoſe floun- 
cings © tempeſt the ocean, tothe evareſc-rt anchovy, 
whoſe ſubſtance diſſolves in the ſmalleſt fricatſee.—Some, 
lodoed in their pearly ſhells, and fattening on their 
ly beds, ſeem attentive to no higher employ, than 
that of inbibing moiſt nutriment. Theſe, but a {mall 


remove from vegetable life, are almolt rooted to the 


rocks on which they lie repoſed. While others, active 
as the winged creation, and ſwift as an arrow from the 
Indian bow, ſhoot. along the yielding flood, and range 
at large the ſpacious regions of the deep. 

Here is the Hrteiſe, who never moves but under her 
own portable pent-houſe, The /b/fer, which, whe- 
ther ſhe ſleeps or wakes, is ſtill in a ſtate of defence, 
and clad in jointed armour. The oy/er, a fort of li- 
"ng jelly, ingarrifoned in a bulwark of native ſtone: 
with many. other kinds of fea reptiles, or, as the 
Plalmiſt ſpeaks, Things creeping innumerable, I am ſur- 
prifed ' at the variety of their figure, and charmed 
with the ſplendour of their colours. Unſearchable is 
the wiſdom, and endleſs the contrivance, of the All- 
creating GOD !—Some are rugged in their form; 
elumſy in their gait ; and little better then hideous 
in their aſpect. Their ſhells ſeem to be the production 
of a diſorderly jumble, rather than the effects of (kill 
and deſign. Let we ſhall find, even in theſe ſceming 
irregularities, the /ce/} diſpoſitions. Theſe abodes, un- 
conth as they may appear, are adapted to the genius 
of their reſpective tenauts; are exactly fuited to their 
larging contipually, becomes, in the ſpace of two days, a perfect ani- 
mal; and drops from its parent, to ſhiſt for itſelf, If this be won - 
deriul, the power of reproducing and multiplying itſelf, by that 
very cixeamftance which deſtroys other creatures, is incomparabliy 
more uu We are aflured, from undoubted authority, that this in- 
ſeft, when cut into a number of ſep- rate picces, becomes ſo many 
diſf inct and ſeparate inſefts ; each piece forming itſelf into a head, 
à tail, and all the other organs, which are neceſſuy for the exiſtence 


ard preſervation of animal life. A property this, abſolutely un- 
accountable ! a proceſs of operation, though ia reality natural, yer, 


to dur apprehenſion, miraculous / b 
et U-2- particular 
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particular exigencies. - Neither the Ionic delicacy, nor 
the Corinthian richneſs, nor any other order of archi- 
tecture, would have ſerved their purpoſes. balf ſo well 
as this coarſe and homely fabric. 
Some, on the other hand, are extremely neat. Their 
ſtructure is all ſymmetry and elegance. No enamel in 
the world is comparable to their poliſh. , There is not 
a room of flate, in all the palaces of Europe, ſo brilli- 
antly adorned, as the dining-room and the bed-cham- 
ber of the little fiſh that dwells in mother of pearl. 
Such a lovely mixture of red, and blue, and- green, ſo 
delightfully ſtaining the molt clear and gliſtering 
ground, is no where elſe to be ſeen.. The royal power 
may covet it, and human art may - mimic. it; but, nei- 
ther the one nor the other, nor both united, will ever 
be able to equal it. Wel 

But what J admire more than all their ſtreaks and, 
- their ſpots, more than all their regular or romantic 
mapes, is, the extraordinary proviſion made for their 
ſaſety. Nothing is more reliſhing and palatable than 
their fleſh. Nothing more heavy and ſluggiſh than 
their motions. As they have no ſpeed to eſcape, nei- 
ther have they any dexterity to, elude the foe. Were 
they naked or unguarded, they muſt be an eaſy prey 
to every free-booter that roams the ocean. — Io pre- 
vent this fatal conſequence, what is only clothing to 
other animals, is to them a clothing, a houſe, and a ca/- 
tie. They have a fortification, that grows with their 
growth, and is a part of themſelves, . By this means, 
they live ſecure amidR millions and willions of rave- 
nous jaws. By this means, they are z2parked, as it 
were, in their own ſhell z and, ſcreened. from every 
other aſſault, are reſerved for the uſe and pleaſure of 
mankind. 7 | 5 

'This is the birth-place of cod, the ſtanding repaſt of 
Lent, This is the nurſery of turbot, for its exquiſite 
reliſh juſtly ſtyled, the pheaſant of the waters. Hence 
comes the ſturgeon, delicious even in pickle, and a re - 
gale for ny luxury: hence the flounder, dappled 


with reddiſh ſpots “, and a ſupply for vulgar wants. — 
| hs Here 


Here is the appearance of a miſtake : not the flounder, I ap- 
prcherd, 
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Here dwell the mackarel, decked, when haled from 
their native element, richly decked with the moſt gloſſy 
dies: the herring, whoſe back is motled with azure, 
and his belly fleek with ſilver: the falmon, in plainer 
habit, but of larger ſubſtance, and higher eſteem, than 
either or both the preceding. Theſe, when thotten and 
lean; wander wildly np and down the valt abyſs. When 
plump and delicate, they throng our creeks, and ſwarm: ' 
in our bays: they repair to the thallows, or haunt the 
running ſtreams. Who bids theſe creatures evacuate 
the ſhores, and diſperſe themſelves into all quar- 
ters, when they become worthlets and unfit for ou,j 
ſervice? Who rallies and recals' the undi ciplined va- 
rants, as ſoon as they are improved into deſirable 
Pod ? Who appoints the very ſcene of our ambulhes, - 
to be the place of their reudezvous ; ſo that' they come 
like volunteers to dur nets ?—Surely the turlow is ſign- 


ptehend, but the plaice, is dappled with reddiſh ſpots: yet fo very 
trivial is the miſtake, that to remark it might be deemed a piece of 
refined impertinence, did I not make ſome amends by the following 
obſervation”; with which, I dere. promiſe myſclf. the reader wil 
not be diſpleaſed, eſpecially, as it exhibits a very ſignal inſtance of 
GOD Almighty's goodnefs even to the meaneſt of his creation, and 
alters the general method of his proczeding, whenever it is reqtii- 
fire; for the beuefit or the comfort of any animal. 
The flounder, 'the plaice, the ſole, ard almoſt all the fat fiſh, ere 
White on the under fide, while their upper fide is tinctured with 
- datkith brown. - By this variation, they are not only rendered cu- 
rious and heautiful, but on that part which preſents itfelf to the 
ſpectatur. they reſemble the colour of mud. If you atk what is the 
| . 1 what the advantage of ſuch a reſemblance ? Great. For, 
a5 the creatares generally hover or float about the mud, they are, by 
mis means, more eaſily couccaled, and more frequently eſcape their 


K.. 1 &9 h . 

What is ſtill more remarkable; Providence, wh'ch has given to 
other fiſhes ad eye on cach ſide of the head, has, in'this pecies, 
placed both the eyes on the fame fide. Moſt nicely is this peculiar re- 

” * ſuited to the peculiurity of their condition. They ſu im but 
ittle, and always with their white de downwards, Here therefore 
the o ger of ſecing would ſcarcely be of any ſervice. Whereas, on 

. the opp ite part of their body, they have need of the quickeſt 
fight,” for "their continual prefer vation. —Admirable diſpoſition ! 
Where nothing is ta be feared, the uſunl guard is withdrawn. 


Where danger threatens, there the guard is not only placed, but 
doubled! 5 | | * 


N | Be) | ech 
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ed, the ſummons iſſued, and the point of. re · union ſet- 
tled, by a Providence ever indulgent to mankind ever. 
i.udious to treat us with dainties, and ſoad us with be- 
refits ®, * 

We have wondered at f our SAVIOUR's penetra- 
tion and power —his penetration, which, though the 
ſea was at a diſtance, and walls intervened, diicerned. 
the filh that had juſt ſwallowed a piece of money—his 
power, which, without any delay 2, brought the law- 
leſs rambler, charged with the ſilver ſpoil, to- Peter's 
hook. But is it not equally wonderful, to obſerve ſuch 
mnumerable multitudes of . finny viſitants, annually 
heaving our friths, and crouding upon our ſhores ; | 
making this welcome approach-at the moſt proper pe- 
riods of the year, and in an orderly- ſucceſſion of one 
ipecies to another? All which furniſh our tables with 
a wholeſome and delicate rea; at the fame time, that. 
they yield to our nation a revenue ||, more certain, and 
no leſs conſiderable, than the mines of Peru. | 
Theſe approach, while thoſe of enarmous fize and tre 
mendous appearance abandon the ſhores. . The latter 
might endanger the fiſherman's ſafety, and would cer- 
tainly ſcare away the valuable, fiſh from our coaſts. . 
They are therefore reſtrained by an inviſible hand, and 
abſcond in the abyſſes of the ocean. Jult as the wild 
. beaſts of the earth, impelled by the ſame over-ruling 
power, hide themſelves in the receſſes of the foreſt. — 
A ſhip, intected with a peſtilential diſtemper, is obliged 
to keep off at ſea, and not permitted to enter the port, 
till ſhe has performed her guarantine. In like manner, 
theſe monſters of the deep, whoſe very buſineſs is de- 
ſtruction, are laid under a providential interdict. Only 
with this deſirable difference, that, as their preſence 


„ Pſa. lxviii. 19. + See Letter VIII. p. 187. 
-+ Without. any delay For the directions to Peter are, Take the fiſh 


- 


that firſt cometh up. | 
I we are told, that the banks of Newfoundland alone, bring in 
to the proprietors of that oy, a.revenue of ſeveral millions eve- 
ry year.—And they will, in all probability, be an uaimpaired re- 
ſource of treaſure, when the richeſt miges now worked in the world, 
are chaaked up vr exhauſted. 2 
x would 
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would always be pernicious, they are never ſuffered to 
come near. Their quarantine is perpetual. 

Aſk nw. the beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee ; and the 
faul of the air, and they /hall tell thee: or ſpeak to the 
earth, and it ſhall teach thee * ; and the fiſhes of the ſea 
ſhall declare unto thee-—That the LORD is gracious — 
That his tender mercies are over a/{ his works— That 
to us he is ſuperabundantly and profuſely good. Ha- 
ving ordered all things in the ſurges of .the ocean, as 
well as on the ſurtace of the ground, for our rich ac- 
commodation, and for our. greateſt advantage, 
One circumſtance, relating to the natives of the deep, 

is very peculiar, and no leſs aſtoniſhing. As they nei- 
ther ſow. nor reap; have neither the produce of the 
hedges, nor the. gleanings of the field; they are obliged 
to plunder and devour one another for neceſſary fublt- 
ence. They are a kind of licenſed banditti, that make 
violence and murder .their profeſſed trade.—By this 
means, . prodigious deveſtations enfue; and, without 
proper, without very extraordinary recruits, the whole 
race muſt continually dwindle, and at length be- totally 
extinct. Were they to bring forth, like the moſt pro- 
lie. of our terreſtrial animals, a dozen only, or a ſcore 
at each birth, the increaſe would be. unipeakably too 
ſmall for the conſummion. The weaker ſpecies would 
be deſtroyed by the ſtronger; aud, in time, the ſtrong- 
er mult perith, even by their ſucceisful endeavours to 
maintain themſelves. — Therefore, to ſupply millions of 
aſlaſſins with their prey, and millions of tables with 
their food, yet not to depopulate the watery realms, 
the iſlue produced by every breeder is almoſt incredible. 
They ſpawn, not by ſcores or hundreds, but by thou- 


® Job xii. 5, 8. The earth is repreſented, as bearing witneſs to 
the immenſe benignity of the bleſſed GOD. Sore minutes, or a 
ſhort 8 of her teſtimony on this occaſion, may be ſeen in Let- 
ter VI. 30 | ; 

+ To this, I believe, the prophet alludes, in that remarkable 
_expreſiian, Thou mate/t men as the fiſhes of the fea. Thou ſuſſereſt a 
men to commit, without reſtraiat or control, all manner af out- 
rages. What ſhould be a civil community, is a ſcene of oppreſſivn. 
The weakelt are a prey to the ſtrongeſt, and every one ſeeks the de- 
ſtruQion of his neighbour. Habak. i. 14. : 


4 * 1 : 4 . is 


ſands 
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ſands and by millions“. A ſingle mother is pregnant 
with a nation. By which amazing, but moſt needful 
expedient, a periodical reparation is made, proportion- 
able to the immenſe havock. | 
How welcome this reparation is, and how very ſer- 
viceable, let thoſe forlorn people acknowledge, who 
dwell under the northern pole. Their wants are few, 
and their deſires moderate: yet moderate as their de- 
ſires are, they receive no ſupply from the orchard or 
the furrow. Inſtead of acres waving with yellow grain, 
or trees bending: with ruddy fruit, their fields are fro- 
zen to iron, and buried under mountains of ſnow. — 
Since the earth denies them her uſual ſuccours, the ſea - 
takes them under parental care. Even the wild tem- 
peſtuous ocean ſeems to pity thoſe poor outcalts; and 
opens to them her hand, or (if you pleaſe) adminiſters 
to them her teats. Tis ſaid of the ſounder of Rome +, 
that, when a helpleſs and expoſed infant, he was ſuck- 
led by a ravenbus wolf. *Tis certain; that the natives 
of Greenland and Zembla, being abandoned by their 
common mother, are nouriſhed by the howling bil- 
lows.— Theſe furniſh them with plenty of fith, whoſe 
bones yield timber for their huts, and utenſils for their 
families; while the oil and the fleth, afford a warming 
liquor, and a fattening food for their meals: which 
are to them a much better ſuſtenance, more ſuitable to 
their conſtitution and clime, than the ſallads of the gar - 
den, or the ſheaves of the harveſt.— Thus does a gra- 
.cious Providence give to all, even the moſt deftitute of - 
men, not only their daily bread, but the bread which 


Mr. Petit found 342, 144 eggs in the hard roe of a carp, ſix - 
teen inches long. Mr. Lewenhoeck counted, in a cod of an ordi- 
nary ſize, 9, 384, ooo eggs -A feerndity perfectly amazing! But 
admirably adapted to the preſſing exigencies of the watery world; 
admirably contrived for the benefit and delight of mankind !— If uc 
ad vert to this peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt emphetis to the pa- 
triarch's metaphorical expreſſion, and an - inimitable beauty to his 
prophetic wiſh, a N Let theſe, my grandſons, grow into a multi- 
tude ;) org which is more exactly anſwerable to the original, /et Hen. 
. multiply abundantly, even like the fiſhes of the ocean, Gen xlxiü. 2 6. 
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ig moſt proper for their ſtate * ; is beſt adapted to pre- 
ſerve them in health, in vigour, and cheerfulneſs. 

As the ſea is peopled with animated inhabitants, it 
is alſo variegated with vegetable productions. Some 
ſoſt as wool ; others hard as ſtone. Some riſe like a 
leafleſs ſhrub; ſome are expanded in the form of a 
net; ſome grow with their heads downward, and ſeem 
to be hanging on, rather than ſpringing from, the jut- 
tings of the rocks. Theſe may, with much greater 
propriety than the famous plantations of Semiramis, 
be called pegſae gardens. Theſe—but, methinks, I 
hear the check ot inſpired wiſdom ; Haſt thou entered. 
mito the ſprings of the ſea? Or haſt thau walked in the 
fearch of the depth 4,2 A juſt reproot ! As my walk reach- 
ed no tarther than barely the purlieus of the ocean; as 
neither you nor I have ever taken a ſingle turn among 
thoſe ſubmarine groves ; as Moſes, Joſhua, and Jonah, the 
only writers that ever made the wondertul tour, intent. 
upon more important themes, have left us no memoirs 
relating to this curious point; I ſhall not venture to 
advance any thing particular on the ſubject. Only one 
remaek I would offer in general 
The herbs and trees, ſubſiiting on the land, are nou- 
riſned by the juices which permeate the ſoil, and fluc- 
tuate in the air. For this purpoſe they are furniſhed 
with leaves to collect the one, and with rot, to attract. 
the other. Whereas, the ſea · plants, finding ſufficient 
nouriſhment in the ſurrounding waters, have no occa- 
fon to detach a party of roots into the ground, and 
forage: the earth for ſuſtenance. Inſtead therefore of 
penetrating, they are but juſt zacked to the bottom; and 
adhere to ſome ſolid ſubſtance, only with ſuch a degree 
of tenacity, as may ſecure them from being toſſed ta 
and fro by the random agitation. of the waves. 


This ſeems to be the import of 27480400, in the fourth peti- 
tion of the LORYD's prayer. Daily bread, in connection with the 
preceding clauſe (this day), reads flat, and appears ſuperfinous, But 
me ſentiment is weighty, and the requeſt very needful, if we un- 
derſtand the word as Suidas has explained its etymology, Owriln 
#712 14Wwv agpe0goy; or, as Agur has expreſſed its meaning, Fred 
me with food convenient for me. Prov. xxx, 8. 
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We fee from this, and numberleſs other inſtances, 
what a diver/ity there is in the operations of the great 
CREATOR's hand; yet every alteration is an im- 
provement, and each new pattern has a peculiar fitneſs 
of its own.—The fame economy takes place, ſuch a 
difference of adminiſtration I mean, in his government 
of the rational world, In * chuſing an heritage for his 
« people,” and aſſigning a condition to each of his ſer- 
vants, there is a great variety with reſpe& to indivi- 
duals, yet a perfect uniformity, and complete harmo- 
ny, with reſpect to the whole.—Some he calls out to a 
courſe of diltinguiſhed lahours. They make an illuſtri- 
. ons figure in lite, and appear as d city ſet on an hill * ! 
Others he conſigns over to obſcurity. They are like 
che prophets whom good Obadiah hid in a cave, and 
dave ſtyled bir ſecret ones f. Tlaſe, the cedars, which 
' © ſtand confpicuous on the top of Lebanon: , the vio- 
lets, which lie concealed at the foot of a briar. | 
St. Paul was eminently qualified for buſy ſcenes, and. 
the molt extenfive ſervices. He is introduced, there 
fore, jnto places of concourſe. His miniitry lies amidſt 
the moſt renowned and populons cities. Even his . 
friſonment at Rome ſeems to have been a providential 
expedient for fixing him, as it were, on the age of 
ublic obſervation, and in the very centre of univerſal. 
intelligence; where his preaching was like plunging a 
ſtone into the midſt of a ſmooth canal, which not only 
affects the neighbouring parts of the ſurface, but ſpreads 
the floating circles over all the wide expanſe . Where · 
as the beloved John, being leſs fitted to buſſle among a 
erowd, is fent into the unfrequented /ohtary iſſand; 
there to indulge the flights of Nenn contemplation, . 
and receive, with uninterrupted; attention, the myſte- 
rious viſions of G0D.— Job fhall have thorns in his 


path; have the dunghill for his ſeat; and be expoſed, 


* Matt. v. 4. + Pfl. Ixxxii. CAR 
' F Therefore the apoſtle, ſpeaking of his abode and his preaching 
at Rome, has theſe very emphatical words; That all the Gentiles 
might bear; 2 Tim. iv. 17. which, conſidered in the — 4 
Bebe, have a peculiar propriety 3 becauſe to Rome they repaire 
from all quarters, and trom thence they returned into all parts of 
the khown world. IN 2 . 
\ 28 
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as a mark, to all the arrows of tribulation. Solomon? 
ſhall dip his foot in oil; ſhall be elevated on the throne” 
of royalty; and ſurrounded with the moit lavith care(- 
ſes of heaven. | | 
In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming contra- 
riety, there is a diſplay, not only of ſovereign authori- 
ty, but of conſummate benignity and wiſdom.— The 
great HEAD of the church acts like a judicious gene- 
nal, and appoints ſuch a ſtation to each of his lern 
as correſponds with the ability he gives. He acts like 
the moſt ſkilful phy/ician, and preſcribes ſuch a remedy 
for all his patients, as is molt nicely ſuited to their re- 
ſpective caſes. He knows the preciſe point of time, the 
particular place of abode, the peculiar circumſtances of 
condition, which are moſt exactly proper for each and 
every of his children; and, like a tender as well as un- 
erring father, what He knows to be beſt, that He con- 
ſtantly allots.— faid, like a general, like a phyſician, 
like a father. But the compariſon is low; the lan 
is inexpreſſive; CHRIST 1s all that igimplied in thefe 
relations, and unſpeakably er- O! that we may re- 
zoice in the ſuperintendency of ſuch a SAVIOUR, and 
not only reſign ourſelves to his will, but hunt him for 
managing the helm; thank him for ſteering our courſe 
through the changes of the preſent hour, and all the 
uncertainties of futurity ; ſince, whatever our froward 
and petulant paſſions may ſuggeſt, the LORD's ways 
are ſo far from being unequal, that they have all poſ- 
fible fitneſs and propriety ; they are ordered « in nums 
«© ber, weight, and meaſure.” hy bf 
All is ſo very different from the , proſpets which 
lately preſented themſelves, that I'can hardly forbear 
aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a zew world ?— 
Where are the fruitſul vales, garniſhed and enriched 
Vith the CREATOR's bounty? Where are the branch-. 
ing groves, vocal and harmonious with their MA- 
KER's praiſe ? Ng cultured field,” no opening bloſſom, 
not ſo much as a green leaf appears, None of my-late 
entertainments remain, only the cooling zephyrs ; which. 
are no longer perfumed with the Breath of flowers, but 
„ with the Heſbueſt of the ocean. Vet, 
though all thoſe lovely landſcapes are withdrawn; 
| though 
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though the gurgling fountain is ſilenced, and the 
blooming garden loſt; I am not far from the origin, 
both of the odours which exhale from the one, and of 
the cryſtal which flows from the other. I am now up- 
on the margin of that grand reſervoir, which ſupplies 
the country with its fertility, and the parterre with its 
beanty *,—The ſea is the inexhauſtible ciſtern of the 
univerſe. The air and fun conſtitute the mighty engine, 
which works without intermiſſion, to raiſe the liquid 
treaſure ; while the clouds ſerve as ſo many aguedu?s, 
to convey the genial ſtores along the atmoſphere, and 
diſtribute them at ſeaſonable periods, and in regular 
proportions, through all the regions of the globe. 

I queſtion whether the united application of man- 
kind could, with their utmolt ſkill, and with all poſſi- 
ble percolations, fetch a ſingle drop of perfectly tweet 
water 1 from this 2 pit of brine. Yet the 
action of the ſolar heat draws off, every hour, every 
minute, millions and millions of tons, in vaporous ex- 


halations ; which, being ſkilfully parcelled out, and 


* PEny ſuppoſes a query made; Si quis velit reputare, ut fruges 
ienatur, arbores fruticeſque vivant? To which he gives the follow- 
ing ſolution : Ia cælum agua migrare, animamgee etiam berbis yita- 
lem inde deterre : and from thence concludes; omnes terre guog ue 
wires aquarum ęſſe beneficti, F 
+ | have not forgotten what was lately affirmed in our public pa- 
, that a certain ingenious gentleman, T think in the city of 
Durham, had found out the art of ſweeſening ſea-wate.',——— What 
he produced might probably approve itſelf to the taſte, and not be 
without its uſefulneſs. Yet 1 cannot but query, whether it will 
be found to have all thoſe fine, balmy, ſalutifetous qualitics, 
which diſtinguiſh and recommend the rainwater; which has been 
exhaled by the kindly warmth of the ſun; has been filrrated by paſ- 
ſing and repaſſing through the regions of the air; his been clarificd 
io * higheſt and pureſt tracts of the atmoſphere ; has been farther 
refined, and quite perfected, by the ſearching. agency of the winds. 
I wonld not attempt to depreciate any valuable invention; yet 
J ſhould very much wonder, if the puny alembec could equal this 
grand apparatus of nature. | 
4 It is ſuppoſed, that from the Mediterranean ſea alone, there 
ariſes, in vaporous exhalations, more than five thouſand millions of 
tons, within the ſpace of one ſummer-day. Yet the Mediterranean 
ſea bears no more proportion to the whole extent of the ocean, than 
a public road bears to the dimenſictis of A county through whick 
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ſecurely lodged in /e bottles of heaven}, are ſent abroad, 
ſweetened and refined, without any brackith tincture, 
or the leaſt bituminons ſediment.—Sent abroad upon 
the wings of the wind, to diſtil in dews, or pour them- 
ſelves in rain; to ooze from the orifices of fountains * ; 
to trickle along the veins of rivulets; to rife in the ca- 
vities of wells; to roll, in many a headlong. torrent, 
from the ſides of mountains; to flow, in copious 
ſtreams, amidſt the boſom of burning deſerts, and 
through the heart of populous kingdoms ; in order to 
refreſh and fertilize, to beautify and enrich, every foil 
in every clime. | 

How amiable is the goodneſs, and how amazing is 
the power, of the world's adorable MAKER !— How 
amiable his godaneſs ! in diſtributing ſo largely what is 
abſolutely neceſſary, and exceedingly beneficial ! That 
water, without which we can ſcarce perform any buſi- 
ngfs, or enjoy any comfort, thou!d be every one's proper- 
ty! Should ſpring up from the ſoil ; thould drop down 
from the clouds; thould ſtream by our houſes ; ſhould 
take a journey from the ends of the earth, and the ex- 
tromities of the ocean, on purpoſe to ſerve us —How 
amazing his power ! That a boundleſs maſs of fluid ſalt, 
intolerably nauſeous to the human taſte, ſhould be the 
original ſpring, which deals out every palatable draught 
to mankind, and quenches the thirſt of every animal! 
Doubtleſs the power, by which Hie is effected, can ex- 
tract comfort from our afflictions, advantage from our 
calamities, and made all things work together for our 

93d ||. 4 inet,» match 2 163 Nis | 

N Valt and various are the advantages t which we de- 
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So the clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred writ, Job xxxviii. 37. 
* We are obliged to Clemens Romanus, tor the molt juſt and de- 
licate repreſentation of, fountains aud cheit uſefulneſs, that perhaps 


any where exiſts: Aue Tt Fayus TL” amd xa: vſctiæv 


Ennrplr be ra, &x8. PAN as T&e5,0) 10: 1s Te» Con- * 
bexTo,s leg, 1 Epiſt. ad Corinth. He calls fountains the Brea 
or feats. of the carth. The compariſon, I believe, is his own; and 
ut thing can exceed ĩt as to propriety and beauty. 

” . Rom. viii. 28. | 

+ The high value which mankind ſet upon this element, and the 
many benefiis they receive ſrom its miniſtration, both theſe particu- 

Vor. II. X lers 
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rive from the liquid element: va, as its unbounded 
extent; various, az its ever-mutable ſurface.—The 
ſweet waters glide along the earth in ſpacious and ſpor- 
tive currents. With their humid train, their exhaling 
moilture, and their gay appearance, they enliven and 
exhilarate the adjacent country; while plenty follow's 
where-ever they flow. —By giving a continual ſhake to 
the circumambient air, they prevent its ſtagnation ; 
they diſperſe their own vapours, and promote the pu- 
rity of their ſiſter-element. Indeed, theſe watery ram- 
blers impart much the ſame improvement to the air, 
the proſpect, the whole ſcene, as vivacity and cheerful- 
neſs vd to the temper of their rational inhabitants. 

Theſe circulating floods paſs by opulent cities, and, 
receiving all their filth, rid them of a thouſand nuiſan- 
ces; Which, when once committed to theſe fluid ſca- 
vengers are as effectually ſecreted, as if they were buri- 
ed at the very centre of the carth.—Yet, though they 
condeſcend to ſe mean an employ, they are fitted for 
more honourable ſervices. They enter the gardens of 
a prince, and compoſe ſome of the molt delightful or- 
naments of the place. They glitter upon the eye, as 
they float in the ample canal. They amuſe the imagi- 
nation, as they aſcend in curious jet dans. They 
yield a nobler entertainment, as, forming themſelves 
into ſheets of ſloping ſilver, they fall in graceful or in 
grand caſcades, —If, inſtead of beautifiers, we think 
proper to make uſe of them as drudges, they ply at our 
mils, they toil inceſſantly at the wheel, and, by work- 
ing the hugeſt engines, rid us of abundance of fatigue, 

nd ſave us a proportionable degree of gxpence. 

So forcibly they act, when-colleded; and moſt fur- 
prilingly they inſinuate, when detached. They throw 
themſelves into the body of a plant; they penetrate 


lars are very ſtrongly expreſſed by the Hebrews, who call a pool or 
reſervoir of water 7332 which denotes, in its primary ſignificati n, 
a bl:ſſinz. Cant. vii. 4 Ital. vii, 3, We too ſeidom- think, and 
indeed we can never fully nnderſtand, what fignal mercies we enjoy 
in the m common gifts of PROVIDENCE. Was water alone 
with-hel4, the moſt populous clime would be without inhabitants, 
and the moſt delicious ſpot would degenerate into a deſert. In al- 
luſion to this, our LORD calls the wilderneſs and the ſolitary land 


dry places. Arvo rern. Matt. Kli. 43. 5 
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the minuteſt of its organized tubes; and, ſubtle be- 
yond all expreſſion, they find a paſſage through mean- 
ders, too ſmall for the eye to diſcern, too numerous and 
intricate even for imagination to follow. — How diffi- 
eultly does the maſon's labourer, bending under the 
burden of mortar on his head, puſh his way up the 
rounds of a ladder! while theſe ſervants, in the employ 
of nature, carry their load to a much greater height ; 
and climb, with the utmolt eaſe, even without the al- 
fiſtance of ſteps, or of ſtairs. They convey the nutri- 
mental ſtores of vegetation, from the /5ave/? fibres that 
are plunged into the foil, to the very pmg twigs thut 
wave amidit the clouds. They are the caterers tor the 
the vegetative world“: or, (if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion), the fa?/ers, which attend the whole ho? of 
plants; to furniſh them with ſeaſonable refreſhment, 
and neceſſary proviſion. By means of which e trees 
&f the LORD are full of” ſap, even the cedars of Lebanon 
which HE hath planted f. Notwithſtanding their pro— 
digious elevation, and vaſt diffuſion 5 though they are 
abandoned by man, and deprived of all human culti- 


* St. Peter ſeems to have hinted at this property of the waters, in 
remarkable paſſage, which is ſomewhat obſcured in the Engliſh 
verſion, and thereiore ſeldom underſtood by the Engliſh reader. 
The earth ſtanding out of the water and in the water, 2 Pet. ili. 5.— 
Which ſhould rather be tranſlated, The earth (ouvric|wea) originally 
conſtiiuted of, and till ſubſiſting by water. —Conjtituted of ; for Moſcs 
calls the chaotic maſs, ont of which the earth was formed, by the 
name of (ce) waters, Gen. i 2.—Subſi/ttng by ; for water is, as 
Theron has obſerved, the grand ſupport of material nature. That 
which enables her to'bring forth all her vegetable offspring, and to 
nurſe up all her animated inhabitants. Being, in ſhort, to the ter - 
raqueous globe what the vital flaid is to the human body; or, as 2 
poet very elegantly fings, 

— Le cry/tal element, 
The chief ingredient in Heau'n's various works, 
Wheſe flexile genius ſparkles in the gem, 

Grows firm in gat, and ſugiuve in wine : 

The vehicle, the ſource of nutri ment 

And life, to all that wegetate or live. 


See Dr. ARMsTRONG's poem on health; a performance as beau- 
ut ul as its ſubject is deſirable. 
x + Pſal. civ. 16. 
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vation; yet, not a fingle branch is deſtitute of leaves, 
nor a ſingle leaf of moiſture. 

Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable circn- 
lation of the rivers, the ſea has a libration no leſs ad- 
vantageous, and much more remarkable.—Every day, 
this immenſe collection of waters, for the ſpace of five 
or ſix hours, float towards the land. After a ſhort 
pauſe, it retires again to its inmoſt caverns; taking up 
nearly the ſame interval for the retreat, as it required 
for the acceſs. —How great is the power, which ſets the 
whole fluid world in motion ! which protrudes to the 
thores ſuch an inconceivable weight of waters, without 
any concurrence from the winds, frequently in direct 
oppoſition to all their force ! how gracious alto is the 
providence, which bids the mighty element perform its 
tumbling revolutions, with all the exactneſs of time 
and meaſure! Was it ſuffered to advance with a lawleſs 
and unlimited ſwell, it might ſweep over kingdoms, 
and deluge whole continents. Was it irregular and 
uncertain in its approaches, navigation would be at a 
ſtand, and trade become precarious.— But, being con- 
ſtant, at its /fated periods, and never excecding its ap- 

inted bounds, it creates no alarm to the country, and 
affords very conſiderable aids to traffic. | 

I ſaid, confftant : for at the proper hour, or rather 
at the preciſely proper minute, the waters are ſure to 
be in motion. They flow with the moſt ready obedi- 
ence, like ſervants at their maſter's call. They crowd, 
as it were, in contending multitudes, ambitious to per- 
form their CREA 1 OR's will. —Rufhing up our large 
rivers, they clear and deepen the paſſage... In many 
places, they ſpread a copious flood, where a dry and 
empty waſte lay before. 

Is the failor returned from his voyage, and waiting 
at the mouth of the channel? The fax is ready to con- 
vey his veſſel to the very doors of the owner; and 
without any hazard of ſtriking on the rocks, or being 
faſtened in the ſands.— Has the merchant freighted his 
ſhip? woull1 he have it transferred to the ocean? The 
r:fux tenders its ſervice, and bears away the load, with 
fingular expedition, and with equal ſafety.— Behold, O 
man! how greatly thou art beloved, how hig/ly favour- 

e 


Let. 9g. THERON ro ASPASIO: 245 
ed by thy MAKER! in what part of his works has he 


forgotten or overlooked thy welfare? Shew me a crea- 
ture, point out a ſpot, in the formation or diſpoſition 
of which, he has not been mindtul of thy interelt 2 
He has made thee ts have dominion over the wirts of his 
hands, and has put all things in ſu/jection under thy feet. 
All ſhgep and oxen; the fowls of the air, and the fiſhes, 
yea, and the ſurges / the ſea *, are conducive to thy 
benefit. Even theſe, wild and impetuous as they are, 
yield their willing backs to receive thy load; and, like 
a tractable as well as indefatigable beaſt of burden, car- 
ry it to the place which thou ſhalt nominate. 

Wha: preſerves this vaſt flood in a ſtate of perpetuab 

urity? It is the univerſal ſewers, into which are diſ- 
charged the refuſe aud filth of the whole world. That 
which would defile the land, and pollute the air, 1s: 
tranſmitted to the ocean, and ncither miſchief nor in- 
convenience enſue. Thoſe ſwarms of /cu/ts —which,. 
while living, were a plague to Pharaoh by their loath- 
ed intruſion, and, when dead, might have cauſed a 
more dreadful plague by their noiſome itench—ſwept 
into the ſea, were neither peſtilential nor offenſive. 
How then is this receptacle of every nuiſance kept 
clean? Why does it not contract a noxious taint, and 
diffuſe contagion far and near? Such as would render 
it a grave to the aquatic, and bans to the terreſtrial a- 
nimals ?—It is owing, partly to its inceſſant motion, 
partly to its ſaline quality. By the one, it is ſecured 
from any internal principle of corruption; by the o- 
ther, it works itſelf clear from every adventitiaus defile- 
ment. . 

A directory this, and a pattern for me Thus may 
divine grace, like the penetrating power of ſalt, cure 
the depravity of my heart, and rectify the diſorders of 
my temper ! ſeaſon my words, and make all my con- 
verſation ſavoury !—Thus may a continual courſe of 
activity, in my ſecular and my ſacred vocation, prevent 
the pernicious effects of indolence ! Let me daily exer- 
ciſe, or be attempting to exerciſe, the graces of Chriſti» 


id Pſal. viii. 6, T7, 9. 


X 3 anity: 


246 _ THERON To ASPASIO. Let. 9. 


anity: leſt faith become feeble; leſt hope contract 
dimnets ; and charity wax cold. 

When I began my walk, the waters were upon the 
ebb. They funk away from all the ſtrand, as an army 
overpowered, thoagh not put to flight, withdraws from 
the field. Now, like the ſame army, re- inſpirited by 
their commanders, or re- inforced by an acceſſion of 
troops, they are returning, as it were, to the charge, — 
Wave riſes upon wave, and billow rolls over billow. 
Their progreis is flow, but determined and perſevering. 
Much of the ſmooth ſandy area is already over-run. 
The extremities of the rocks are covered. The foamy 
invaders approach nearer and nearer. Nothing can 
divert, nothing retard their courſe. Though Canutus * 
himſelf was in the way; though his royal authority 
and ſtrict prohibition interpoſed ; nay, though all the 
forces of his kingdom were drawn up with orders to 
ſtem the torrent ; this grand detachment trom the deep 
would ſcorn the feeble oppotition ; would not be check- 
ed ſo much as a ſingle moment; but continue, (till con- 


* Allnding to a memorable and inſtruftive ſtory recorded of 
King Canutus. Who, probably without having read, had never- 
theleſs thoroughly learned that excellent leſſon of Horace, 


Ree vm timendorum in proprios greges, 
Reges in ipfos imperium eft Jovis. 


Some of his abject and deſigning flatterers had the impiovs aſſurance 
to tell him, © His power was more than human,.”-——"To convince 
them of their folly, and rebuke them for their talſehood, he order- 
ed his chair of ſtate to be placed on the extremity of the ſnore, 
juſt as the tide began to flow, Here he took his ſet, in the pre- 
ſence of the pareſiles, and many other attendants. Then, with all 
that dignity of eir, and ſeverity of accent, which ſovereign authority 
en wa to aſſume, he faid—** 'T'hou ſea, the land on which l 
« fit is mine; nor has any one dared to invade my rights, or dit- 
„ obey my commands, without ſuffering the deſerved puniſhment ; 
% I charge thee, therefore, on pain of my higheſt diſpleaſure, not 
* to enter theſe territories, nor touch the feet of England's mo- 
„ narch.“ 

When the rude waves made bold to enter on the forbidden 
ground; nay, when thoſe uncourily things preſumed to ruth upon 
the royal ſeat, and even to daih tis majeſty's perſon, he ſtarted 
from his throne, and bid every heholder obſerve the impotence if 
earthly Kings. Bid them remember, that HE «lone is worthy of 
the uame, whom winds and waves, and univerſal nature obey. 
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tinue the wide expanſive ſwell, till it has reached the 
deſtined point. — So may I always abaund in commu- 


nion with GOD, or in beneficence to men; reſigning 
one religious or charitable employ, only to enter upon 


another; and be hurt preſſing forward, ill preſſing 
forward, to the prize of my high calling in CHRIST 
JESUS.—Dittering from thoſe regular viciſſitudes of 
the ocean only in one particular; that »;y endeavours 
never ebb, my ſoul never draws back. Since this would 
be, if temporary, to my grievous loſs ; if final, to my 
„ e perdition. 5 
he tide is now at its height. The ſpacious ſand 

plain, on which I lately walked, is quite overflowed. A 
tract, almoſt unmeaſurable, is taken from our feet, and 
hid from our eyes. A thouſand figures, and a thou- 
ſand footſteps, imprinted on the level beach, are eraſed : 
and had there been teu thouſaad times ten thouſand 
more, they would all have been obliterated with equal 
eaſe. How happy are they whoſe ſins are thus cover- 
ed! whole iniquities are all blotted out! and not one 
of their tranſgreſſions remembered any more! —Well, 
my ſoul, be of good comfort. Certainly the blood of 
the divine REDEH MER is able to do this for thee ; 
even for thee, the chiefeſt of ſinners. What guilt can 
be tec great for an infinite atonement to expiate? What 
guilt can be ſo great as the merit of an incarnate 
GOD ? offering the body of his fleth to death—offer- 
ing the blood of his heart to be ſpilt—offering his ve- 
ry foul, and his whole perſon, through the eternal 
SPIRIT, as a ſpotleſs victim to GOD tor us !—Can 
J doubt, whether this immenſely grand propitiation is 
able to do for my conſcience, what theſe refluent wa- 
ters have done on the margin of the ocean? Would 
not this be a diſhonour to the bleſſed JESUS, greater 
than the laſhes of the ſcourge, and the crown of 
thorns ; viler than the inſults, mockery, and ſpitting ? 

Conſider the ſea in another capacity, and it conneds 
the remotelt realms of the univerſe, by facilitating an 
intercourſe between their reſpective inhabitants. What 
ſhort - Iighted beings are mankind! how ſuperficial their 
views! how unavoidable therefore their frequent miſ- 


takes! The ancients looked upon this bottomleſs deep 
as 
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as an wnpaſſable * gulf. If our forefathers were ſo e- 
gregiouſly miltaken in this inſtance, let not us too pe- 
remptorily pronounce upon any difficult or myſterious 
point ; lelt ſucceeding generations, or a more enligh- 
tened ſtate, ſhould cover us with the double confuſion 
of childiſh ignorance, and fo0/i/h conceit. 

We have clearly demonſtrated, we have happily ex- 
perienced, the very reverſe of that grey-headed ſur- 
miſe to be true. The ocean, inſtead of being a bar of 
ſeparation, 1s the great bond of union. For this pur- 
pole it is never exhauſted, though it ſupplies the whole 
firmament with clouds, and the whole earth with rains. 
Nor ever overflows, though all the rivers in the univerſe 
are perpetually augmenting its ſtores, and pouring in 
their tributary floods. — By means of this element, we 
travel farther than birds of the ſtrongeſt pinion fly; 
and diſcover tracts which the vulture's eye has never 

gen F We make a vilit to nations that lie drowned 
in their midnight ſlumbers, when every induſtrious per- 
ſon, on this part of the globe, is beſtirring himſelf in 
all the hurry of buſineſs. We cultivate an acquaint- 
ance with the ſun-burnt Negro, and the ſhivering Ice- 
lander. We croſs the flaming line, we penetrate the 
frozen pole, and wing our way even round the world. 

This is the great vehicle of commerce. Not to men- 
tion the floating caſtles, which contain whole armies 
and their commanders ;. which bear the thunder of the 
cannons,. and all the dreadful artillery of war; which 
are capable of demoliſhing fortreſſes, and ſpreading 
terror among nations—Let us only contemplate the 
trading veſſels; how numerous I of what large dimen- 
fion! and of what prodigious burdens! which are 
continually paſſing and repaſſing this umverſal tho- 
roughtare ! 

There go the ſhips. —Ships, that are freighted, not 
with ſacks, but with harvelts of corn ; that carry, not 
pipes, but vintages of wine ;. that are laden, not with 


— Deus ab ſcidit 
Prudens oceans diſſaciab ili 
Terras. Hon. 


+ Job xxviii. 7. 
bars 
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bars of iron, blocks of marble, or wedges of gold, 


but with whole quarries of maſſy ſtone, and whole 
mines of ponderous metal. All which, lodged in thete 
volatile ſtarehoufes, and actuated by the breath of hea- 
ven, are wafted to the very ends of the earth: wafted, 
enormous and unwieldy as they are, more expeditioui- 
ly than the light berlin bowls along the road; almoſt 
as ſpeedily as the nimble-footed r bounds over the 
hills |]. 

Aitoniſhing ordination of eternal wiſdom ! yet moſt 
graciouſly contrived for the benefit of mankind! I can 
hardly ſatisfy my view in beholding this rolling chaos, 
{tretched ten thouſand times farther than my eye can 
reach. I can never ceale my admiration, in contem- 
plating its amazing properties. That an element, fo 
unſtable and fugitive, ſhould bear up ſuch an immenſe 
weight, as would bend the firmeſt floors, or burit the 
ſtrongeſt beams — That the /in and yielding air ſhould 
drive on, with ſo much facility and ſpeed, bodies of 
ſuch exceſſive bulk, as the ſtrength of a legion, or an 
army, would be unable to move. That the air and the 
water, acting in conjunction, ſhould carry to the diſtance 
of many thouſand miles, what the unired force of men 
and machines could ſcarcely drag a ſingle yard. —Pury 
and deſpicable are ovr attempts: but great and marvel- 
lous are thy works, © LORD GOD Almighty! 7 thou 
wilt, ſays the prophet, a rl, auh, or what, hall let it *! 
Neither the meanneſs of the inſtrument, nor the great- 
neſs of the event. A fling and a ſtone ſhall lay the gi- 
gantic bravo in the duſt F. An ox-goad ſhall do more 
execution than a train of artillery . Even a worm 
hall threſh the mountains, and beat them ſmall, and make 
the hills as cha 9. GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT is his 
name, and out of weakneſs he maketh his ſtrength per- 


| A ſhip, under a briſk and ſteady gale, will fail at the rate of 
216 miles in 24 hours; perſevering, it the wind continues favour- 
able, in the ſame rapid carecr, for ſeveral days together. A courſe 
which, couſidering both its ſwiftneſs and duration, cannot be equal- 
ed by the ableſt horſe, perhaps not by the nimbleſt creature that 
treads the ground. 
* Iſai. xliii. 13, + 1 Sam. xvil. 50, 


t Judg. iii. 32. $ Ifai, xli. 14, 15. 
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fect.— O] that we, my dear Aſpaſio- that I eſpecially— 
may be ſtrong in the LORD, and in the power of his 
might! Then, as the light air is made to act with a more 
forcible impulſe, than the moſt vigorous engines; as 
the fluid water is made to ſuſtain more ponderous loads, 
than the moſt ſubſtantial works of maſonry; ſo we, 
who in ourſelves are nothing but impotence, ſhall be en- 
abled to triumph over the legions of hell, and tread 
down all the temptations of the world. 

How are the mariners conducted through this /zq:i4 
plain, than which nothing is more wide, and nothi 
more wild? Here is no track to be followed; no poit 
of direction to be conſulted ; nor any ſhepherd's hut, 
where the wandering traveller may aſk his way. Yet 
the voyage is, perhaps, no leſs than a thouſand leagues. 
Are the voyagers, guided by a pillar of fire in the might, 
or a moveable cloud in the day, as the ſons of Jacob 
and Joſeph were eſcorted through the eaſtern delerts? 
No; but by a mean, contemptible, and other wiſe worth- 
leſs 5. | 

The apoſtle James mentions it, as a very obſervable 
fact, that the hip, which are ſi preat, and driven of 
fierce winds, yet are turned about with a very ſmall helm, 
ewhitherſoever the gavernor liſietb *. Is it not equally 
wonderful, that they ſhould be led worn ſuch a 
pathleſs and unmeaſurable waſte, by fo ſmall an expe- 
dient as the intervention of the /zad/fone F 2— Till this 
ſurpriſing mineral was diſcovered, and its properties 
were improved, navigation lay in its cradle; was at belt 
a mere infant, which crept timoroutly along the coatts ; 
was obliged to keep within fight of the thores ; and, 
when once driven out beyond the narrow ſphere of her 
land- marks, could neither alcertain her fituation, nor 
purſue her voyage. But this guide—when every beacon 
on the top of the. hills is vaniſhed from the acutelt ken, 


| * Tames lit. 4. JP 

+ I am aware, that other expedients are uſed for ſhaping 2 pro- 
per courſe on the ocean; ſuch as making obſervations from the ſun 
and heavenly bodics by mathematical inftruments. Bat theſe, 1 be- 
lieve, are only ſubordinate aids to the needle, Ihe grand regulator 
is the magnet. I have heard an experienced ſailor declare, he would 
rather be without his gu4drent than without his compaſs. 


where 


-- 
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dere nothing but ſkies are ſeen above, and ſeas alone 


appear below is guide points out the proper paſſage. 
This communicates an intelligence, which ſhines clear 
in the thickeſt darkneſs, and remains ſteady in the moſt 
tempeſtuous agitations. This has given, not indeed 
birth, but maturity to navigation; and turned her 
ſwaddling-bands into avings. This has emboldened 
her to launch into the heart of the ocean, and enabled 
her to range from pole to pole. 

A needle, touched by the loadſtone, guided Colum- 
bus through the vaſt Atlantic, and led him to the diſ- 
covery of a new world. The direction and advices of 
this imple inſtrument, have opened for our failors a 
way to both the Indies. And a ſea-compaſs, which 
colt, perhaps, no more than halt a crown, is the means 
of conveying into our harbours the rarities and riches 
of the univerſe. Thus does GOD, both in the opera- 
tions of nature, and the adminiſtrations of Providence, - 
accompliſh the moſt important ends by the moſt inconfe- 
derable means. When the formidable Siſera is to be 
cut off, the blow ſhall be given, not by ſome puiſſant 
champion, but by the hand of a woman *. When 
Jericho is to be demolithed, thoſe impregnable fortifica- 
tions ſhall fall, not bencath the ſtroke of battering engines, 
but before the ſound of rams horns F.—When a hun- 
dred thouſand Midianites are to be routed, the LORD 
of hoſts-will gain this ſignal victory, not by numerous 
legions completely armed, but by a handful of Iſrael- 
ites, accontred only with trumpets, lamps, and pitch- 
ers J. Who would have thought, that from the root 
of Jeſſe, a root out of a dry ground, ſhould ariſe that 

eat tree, which /tretches her bought unto the ſea, and 

height unts the heavens, and her branches unto the ends 
of the earth? That the deſpiſed Galilcean and the car- 
penter's Son, thouid be the SAVIOUR of the world, 
and the HEIR of all things? Nay, that a perſon 
humbled like the meaneſt of flaves, and executed like 
the vileſt of malefactors, nailed to a croſs, and laid 
proſtrate among the dead; that HE ſhould reſtore life 
and immortality to ruined ſinners; ſhould open the 


® Judy. iv. 9. 4+ Joſh. vi. 5. { Judy. vii. 19. 
g gates 
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gates of grace and glory on loſt mankind? That a ſew 
illiterate creatures, taken from the barge, the oar, and 
the net, ſhould confute philoſophers, and convert kings ; 
ſhould overthrow the ſtrong · holds of idolatry, and plant 
Chriſtianity on its ruins! — This is a circumſtance which, 
though a flumbling - block to ſome people, has conſider- 
ably ſtrengthened my faith. It is perfectly agreeable 
to the ALMIGHTY's manner. It is (if I may ſo 
ſpeak) the diſtinguiſhing farm of his hand, and the 
peculiar hie of his works. Whence does He raiſe the 
charmingly beauteons, flower ? Whenge the magnificent 
myriads of foreſt-oaks ? Whence the boundleſs and in- 
eſtimable ſtores of the harveſt ? From rude, from ſmall, 
almoſt unnoticed feeds; from principles which bear not 
the leaſt proportion to their effets.—Beſides, this moſt 
emphatically ſpeaks THE GOD, It. fhews the lighting 
dun of bis glorious arm *, and abſolutely precludes all 
the pretenſions of human arrogance, or finite power. 
It appropriates the honour to that Supreme AGENT, 
before whom the ea/y and the arduous are both alike. 
All men that ſee it muſt confeſs, This Arn GOD 
DONE. . 

Through this channel are imported to our iſland, the 
choice productions, and the peculiar treaſures, of every 
nation under heaven. So that you and I can breakſaſt 
upon a diffolution of the American kernel , and ſee 
the rich nutrimental liquor froth in our cups, without 
ever tempting the ſoaming brine. We can ſteep the 
delicately-flavoured Chineſe leaf in the waters of our 
own well; or ſpend the afternoon in our own parlour, 
and be regaled with an infuſion of the finely-ſcented 
Arabian berry, We can ſeaſon the friendly bovl with 
the juices of the orange, or refreſh our clammy palate 
with the pulp of the tamarind, without feeling that 
fervent heat which imparts ſuch a poignant reliſh to the 
former, and gives a fever-cooling virtue to the latter. 
We can pile upon our ſalvers a pyramid of Italian figs, 


fill the interſtices with the ſky-dricd raiſins of - Malaga, 


* — © Tſai. xXx. 30. : 
+ Called the cacos, which affords the principal ingredient of cho- 
col ele, and grows on a {mall tree in America, 
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and form a ſummit for the inviting ſtructure with the 
paſtacia nut of Aleppo. — By this means the eaſtern 
ſpices exhale their odours on our tables, and the weſtern 
canes transfuſe their ſweetneſs into our viands. We 
clothe our bodies with the vegetable fleeces of the 
ſouth, and line our apparel with warm furry ſpoils 
from the north. We can wear the pearl poliſhed in 
the abyſſes of the Perſian gulf, and walk on the car- 
pets manufactured in the dominions of the Great Mo- 
gul; yet neither expoſe ourſelves to the rage of boiſter- 
ous ſeas; nor the more dreaded treachery of barbarous 
people. In ſhort, by this grand and beneficial expedi- 
ent of navigation, every tide wafts into our ports the 
wealth of the remoteſt climes, and brings the abun» 
dance of the univerſe to be unladen in our quays. 
London becomes a mart of nations; and almoſt every 
private houſe in the kingdom is embelliſhed or accom- 
modated from the four quarters of the * 
Almoſt every 23 houſe. Is not this more like a 
rhetorical flouriſh than real truth? Are not all the ad- 
vantages I have mentioned the peculiar portion of the 
rich? Is not the ſea, like high life and the gay world, 
ſomewhat capricious and partial? Beſtowing laviſhly 
her favours on the wealthy, at the ſame time that ſhe 
neglects the needy ?—Quite the reverſe. Like her moſt 
exalted yet moſt condeſcending CREATOR, ſhe is no 
reſpector of perſons. She deals out her liberalities to 
all; to the wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable to their cir- 
cumſtances; to the indigent, ſuch as are beſt adapted 
to their condition. If the ornaments the abodes of the 
firſt, ſhe employs the hands of the laſt ; furniſhes hee 
with gainful labour, thoſe with elegant accommodations. 
What a multitude of induſtrious people acquire a live- 
lihood by preparing the commodities intended for ex- 
portation ! and what a multitude of dextrous artificers 


* Cotton, which is a ſort of wool encompaſſing the ſeed of a tree. 
Its fruit is of an oval form, about the ſize of a nut. As it ripens 
it grows black on the outſide, and, by the heat of the ſun, opens 
iu ſeveral places, diſcovering the cotton — «ogy clefts, which 
1s of an admirable whiteneſs, See CH ams. Dit, 
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maintain their families, by manufacturing the materi- 
als imported from abroad! | | 

It is reckoned a valuable ſpecies of beneficence to 
-provide proper work for the poor. This withdraws 
thera from many temptations, and preſerves them from 
much wickedneſs. It hinders them from being a bur- 
den to themſelves, and a nuifance to the public. They 
might otherwiſe be idle, and as vermine on the body 
politic; or even mutinous, and as vipers in the bowels 
of the nation. Whereas, by exerting themſelves in a 
due ſubordination, and with becoming diligence, they 
are the very finews.of the community; or like the grand 
wheel in the machine of ſtate, whoſe inceſſant activity 
diſtributes plenty, and pours innumerable conveniencies 
through the whole. —What a maſter then, or rather 
what a miſtreſs, is the ſea! How extenſive her corre- 
ſpondence, and how large her demand for workmen ! 
Into what branch of trade does ſhe not enter ? 
What kind of ingenious ſcience, or uſeful toil, does 
ſhe not betriend ? How many millions of honeſt, 
but needy perſons are engaged in her ſervice! and how 
_ amply are they repaid for their pains! They that 95 
down to the fea in ſhips, and occupy their buſineſs in great 
eaters, theſe men ſee the works of the LORD, and ti; 
wonders in the deep. They alſo that dwell among their 
own people, and abide in the villages, even they enjoy 
the bounty, and ſhare the advantages of the ocean. 
They ſuck of the abundance of the ſeas, and of treaſures 
hid in the ſand *. For though it is falſe philoſophy, to 
ſuppoſe the waters themſelves ſtrained through ſubterra- 
nean paſſages into the inland countries; yet it js an un- 
deniable truth, that their beneficial ec are transfuſed 
into every town, every hamlet, and every cottage. 
- Surely the inhabitants of our iſle have reaſon to turn 
the prediction of Moſes, concerning the tribe of Joſeph, 
into a devout and grateful acknowledgment :—B/ef-d 


of the LORD is our land. Bleſſed with the precious things 


Deut. xxxiii. 19. 
+ Ts, (fo I would tranſlate the original) not be; in the prediſlive, 
pot precatory form. This implies a fulneſs of faith, and — 
guiſbes 


of 
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of hequen, wi th the dew, and with the deep that coucketh 
beneath ; with the precisus things brought forth by the ſun, 


I and with the precious things thruſt forth by the moon; with 
= the chief things of the ancient mountains, and with the 
1 precious things of the, everlaſting hills ; and with the pre- 
. cious things of the earth, and the fulneſs thereof . May 
g we alſo enjoy the good-will of HIM who dwelt in the 
/ buſh *, and the grace of HIM who hung on the tree! 
$ May the eternal GOD be' our refuge, and underneath 
1 both us and our intereſts may his ever[a/tling arms be 
5 ſpread !—Happy then wilt thou be, thrice happy, O | 
| England ! Thy temporal advantages, and thy ſpiritu- | 
u privileges conlidered, it may truly be ſaid, ue, or i 
8 what nation, #s lite unto T hee ? | | 
r This for my country. Now let me wiſh for myſelf: | 
* 
) guiſhes prophecy from prayer; be(t ſuits the extraordinary illu- 
5 mination of Moſes; and does molt honour to the omuiſcient 
| ö SPIRIT. c 
, Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Here ſeems to be an exact ſum- 
v mary, and a poetical deſcription of the riches of nature, — The pre- 
9 cious things of heaven, or rain, which deſcends from the upper, and 
dew, which is formed in the lower regions of the firmament.— The 
* deep that coucheth beneath; ſeas, rivers, fountains, wells, which lie 
| in the boſom of the ſoil, and are ſources of ſettility and plenty.” 
i The precious things brought forth by the ſun, mult certainly denote 
* the herbs, plants, trees, and all manner of vegetables, with their 
1. reſpective fruits, —The precious things thruſt forth by the men, may 
probably refer to the mineral kingdoms, in the formation of which 
, that ruler of the night may have a conſiderable influence, The 
0 moon is confeſſedly the parent of tides, and may put in motion 
1 thoſe bituminous and faline fluids, which circulating through the 
1 pores of the earth, and fixing in beds of homogeneous matter, are 
d ſuppoſed to commence minerals.—As our ſacred philoſpher has al- 
ready 7 the vegetable tribes, and (if I miſtake not) the beds 
of foſſils, the principal things of the mountains and hills, thould ſig- 
n | nify the ſheep, goats, and other valuable animals, which feed upon 
n, thoſe vaſt declivities. Then the precious things of the earth may ex- 
* preſs thoſe herds of larger cattle, which bave their paſturuge in the 
*% lains, valleys, and lower grounds. A ſenſe which recommends 


itſelf from this conſideration, that the wealth of the ancients con- 
of IMted chiefly in cattle.— The fulneſs thereof, may be a kind of reca- 
pitulation ; a comprehenſive term, including the whole prodnce of 
the terraqueous globe, the magnificent liberality of JEHOVAH to 
"ey -bis people. 
, Deut. xxxiii. 16. 
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60D of all worlds ! Source and Supreme of things ! 
From whom all life, from whom duration ſprings ! 
Intenſe, © ! let me for thy glory burn, 
Wor fruitleſs view my days and months return. 
Give me with wonder at thy works to gloaw, 
T graſp thy viſon, and thy truths to 3 2 
O'er time's lempeſtuous ſea to reach thy ſhore, 
Te ſing thy praiſe, and all thy grace adore, 
. When ſeas ſhall roll, and time ſhall be no more. 


You ſee, Aſpaſio, I have been ſtudying the volume 
of nature ; endeavouring to read ſome of its capital 
characters, and learn = of its inſtructive leſſons. 
The ſea has been the page. But how ſuperficial is my 
peruſal, and how ſcanty my knowledge. Little, very 
little have I beheld or conceived, relating to thoſe 
works of wonder which the vaſt unfaihomable deep 
contains *—the plants it prodaces, and the creatures 
it nouriſhes—its ſtupendous rocks, riſing to the {ſkies ; 
and its inacceſſible caverns, ſinking to the centre—the 
beds of pearl, which are its native growth ; and the 
loads of gold, which it has gained by ſhipwreck ; and 
thoſe heaps of ſhells, which pave the floor of the wa- 
tery realms.— So ſuperficial are my views of CHRIST; 
fo ſcanty is my acquaintance with the goſpel. 

You, I preſume, are fitting at the feet of that ſub- 
lime TEACHER, and attending to the dictates of 
HIS month, in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge F. Let me promiſe myſelf a com- 
munication of your thoughts, as I have freely tranſ- 
mitted a ſpecimen of inc. And I will make no ſcru- 


* Should. the reader deſire to ſee this ſubject more largely oper ed, 
and more fully improved, I would refer him to Contemplations on 
the Ocean, lately publiſhed by my ingenious and pious friend Mr. 
PEARSALL. In which, a rcfined fancy, and a delicate philoſo- 
phy, compoſe a chaplet for evangelical divinity. Uniting ſome of 
their beautiful and fragrant flowers to adorn the goſpel of GOD 
our SAVIOUR——to quicken and refreſh the ſpirits of his peo» 
ple to invite and win the hearts of the diſobedient. 


1 Cal, ii. 3, 
| ple 
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2 wont 


that I receive, 


Revois xaeaxruon, $x410:4504 1 Dον². 


Or, as the eloquent Iſaiah ſpeaks; For braſs you will 
bring gold, and for iron you will bring filver F render- 
ing me, by this intercourſe, your more 94/iged, though 
it is ſcarce potlible for me to be, more than I already 


ain, 
Hur affectionate _ 
'THERON. 


P. S. Monſieur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond of 


brevity, makes an odd excuſe for tranſgrefling, on a 
particular occaſion, his favourite rule. He intreats 


his friend to pardon the unuſual length of his epi- 


ſtle, by aſſuring him, That he had not time to make it 
SHorter. I cannot, it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this 


philoſopher's apology. For I have purpoſely length- 


ened my letter, with a view of ſctting, in this azz 
circumſtance, a pattern for my Aſpaſio. 


LETTER X. 
As PDAS10 to THERON-.- 


Dear Tatron,. 


] Thank you for your letter; becauſe it entertains and 


improves me. I thank you for your p2/#cript, be- 
cauſe it is my encoutagement and my apology.— I am 
ſet down to write with a + copious ſtock of” materials. 


It will be far more difficult to contract than to enlarge. 


I. muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf obliged to your 


candour, for aſſigning me the caſier taſk. —That pro- 
lixity, which, in others, might be ungenteel and faul- 
ty, is, in me, an act of complaiſance, and an inſtance 


of. duty. - 


6 +16. Ix. 17. 
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ple to acknowledge the ſuperiority of the exchange; 
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Though abſent from you, I went with you in your 
late ramble. Your deſcriptive pen has made me par- 
taker of the ideal delight : may divine grace enable me 
to ſhare in the ſpiritual improvement For indeed the 
fields of nature, and the ſcenes of creation; the wil? 
contrivance, and beneficial order of the univerſe, yield 
ample matter for religious improvement. They tell us 
a thouſand and a thouſand animated, affecting, noble 
things, concerning the bleſſed GOD, and his gloriovs 
perfections. Yet. they cannot tell us the nob/e/? things, 
They cannot give us the grandeſt view of the Divine 
MAJESTY, nor preſent us with the brighteſt diſplay 
of his excellencies. Here the whole creation faulters, 
or rather confeſſes its impotency. The deep ſaith, J. 
is not in me; and the ſea ſaith, It is not with me. It 
is not to be found on the globe of the earth, nor to be 
traced. in the circuit of the fkies. When you diſplay- 
ed the beauties of the morn, breaking forth from the 
obſcurity of night; when you adopted that fine ſpirit- 
ed aſpiration from our philoſophic poet; I could not 
forbear adding“ Thus may the gracious GOD, who 
% commandeth the light to thine out of the midnight 
*« darkneſs, ſhine into our hearts, and give that inc 
« parably glorious knowledge, the knowledge of his 
« bleſſed SELF! which, though diſcernable through 
« all-the tracts of creation, and derivable from every 
« work of his almighty hand; yet no where beams forth 
« with ſuch complete and ſuch amiable haſtre, as in the 
« perſon of JESUS CHRIST *.”—Here we behold 
all the ſublime perfections of the DEITY, not only 
manifeſted with inimitable ſplendour, but operating tor 
our own advantage. We behold them, as Job ſpeaks, „er 
ourſelves +; and cannot but receive inexpreſſible refreſh · 
ment and joy from the view. TS 

When you walked beneath the ſhade of thoſe huge, 
horrid, and enormous cliffs; both amuſed and alarm- 
ed, at their ſtupendous magnitude, and frightful irre- 
ee ee you caſt your eye upon the ſmooth 

oating expanſe, which ſpread itſelf with boundleſs and 
amazing magnitude below When you ſurveyed the 


9 Cor. iv. 6. + Job zix. 27. 
ö un- 
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unmeaſurable arches of the ſky, bending to their migh- 

ty baſe all around, and raiſed to inconceivable heights 

above When you meditated, in that awſul ſolitude, 

on the wildeſt and moſt magnificent appearances of na- 

ture I felt the ſame kind of devout aſtoniſhment with 

yourſelf, While the ſoul was wrapt in enſive /lilneſr, 
and pleaſing dread *, methought I heard a voice, or. 
ſomething like a voice, from the ſilent ſpheres, as well as 
from the ſounding ſeas. It ſeemed to echo back what 

the angel, whom John ſaw flying in the midit of hea- 

ven, once proclaimed ; . Worſhip HIM, who made hea- 
« ven and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of wa- 
© fer 4. Worſhip Him, who ſtretched out that azure- 
« pavilion with ſuch ſurpaſſing grandeur ; who mea- 

« ſured yonder world of waters, in the hollow of his 

hand; and before whom, this immenſe range of. 
© mountainous cliffs is but as duſt upon his ſcale.” 

When you deſcribed the diſinal ſituation of a wretch,. 
expoſed on. the edges of the tremendous precipice, 
hanging over the-ragged.rocks, and the unfathomable 

f, and cleaving only to a ſlender, treacherous, 
breaking bough ; how heartily did I join in your ado- 
ring acknowledgments to that kind, interpoſing, bleſ- 
ſed hand, which reſcued us from an infinitely more 
threatening and dreadful danger! reſcued us, as Haves, 
from the dominion of the devil; ſnatched us, as brands, 
from the inextinguiſhable burnings; and bid us (O 
marvellous, ſuperabundant goodneſs!) bid us poſleſs 
the liberty of righteouſneſs ; bid us inherit the kingdom. 
of heaven. 

When you mention the paſt indolence, and the pre- 
ſent fervour of your prayers, I could not forbear re- 
iterating my praiſes to GOD on your-behalf.. This is 
a proof, my dear Theron, that your feet are in the 
way everlaſting. For it is written, They hall come.with 


It ſeems to have been ſuch a kind, not of anxious but of pleas 
ſing dread, which ſeized the diſciples on the mount of transfigura- 
tion: gc cee t p for they were ſtruck with a profonnd, 
but delightful awe. Delight/ul, otherwiſe it is not eaſy to conceive, 
why Peter ſhould propoſe to build tahernacles there, or how he 
could wiſh to continue in thoſe circumſtances, Mark ix. 6. 

+ Rev. xv. 7. 
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aveeping, and with ſupplications will I lead them. This 
is the work of the HOLY GHOST, moving and in-- 
fluencing your heart. For what faith the ſcripture? 7 
auill pour upon them the ſpirit of grace. and of ſupplica« 
tion f. And our LORD Himlelf mentions this as 
the indication of a hopeful condition; Behold ! he pray- 
eth 4. Had not Saul prayed before? Yes; and made 
long prayers too: but he never, till that inſtant, . was 
ſenſible of his undone and damnable condition: ne- 
ver cried to GOD from the depths of his diſtreſs, or 
from the depths of his heart: nor ever ſolicited the 
throne of grace, in the all- prevailing name of JESUS 
CHRIST. His prayers, till then, were ſomewhat 
hke the mores. which fluctuate in the air, without any, 
vigorous impulſe, or any certain aim: but, in that 
hour, they were .like the arrow which ſprings from 
the ſtrained. bow, and, quick as lightning, flies to the 
mark. 

I was pleaſed to find you, in the proceſs of your: 
letter, inſenſibly forgetting the narrative, and ſo en- 
gaged by the ſubject, that you ſpoke not as the relater, 
but as the beha/der.—Thus may we always be affected, 
when we ſtudy the oracles of truth. Study them, not 
as cold unconcerned critics, who are only to judge of 
their meaning; but as perſons deeply intere/ted in all 
they contain. Who are particularly addreſſed in eve- 
ry exhortation, and directed by every precept. - Whoſe 
are the promiſes, and to whom belong the precious 
privileges. —When we are enabled thus to rea/ize and 
appropriate the contents of that invaluable book, then 
we ſhall taſte the fweetneſs, and feel the power of the 
ſcriptures : then we. thall know, by happy experi- 
ence, that our divine MASTER's words are not bare- 

ly ſounds and ſyllables, but they are /pirit, and they are 


life g. | 

I. was ſtill more agreeably entertained with your 
picture of commerce; and your diſplay of the advanta- 
ges which we receive from zavigat.9n. One advan-- 


tage, however, I. can ſpecify, which is greater than 


fers xxxi. 9. + Zech. xli. 10. 
Acts ix. 11. $ John vi. 63. 
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any, greater than all, you have celebrated. An ad- 
vantage which will endear and ennoble navigation 
ſo long as the ſun and moon endure. The goſpel, my 
friend, the geſpel of our er. was conveyed 
through this channel. Without ſuch a vehicle, how 
could that ineitimable commodity have reached our 
Hand? The volume that comprizes it, and the preach- 
er that publiſhed it, both were imported, both brought 
to us by ſhipping. And may we not ſay, with the 
enraptured Iſaiah ? How beautiful are the feet of them 
that bring good tidings ; that publiſh peace; that bring goed 
tidings of good; that publiſh ſalvation ; that ſay unto Zion, 
Thy GOD reigneth+ ! It is pleaſant to hear their voice; 
pleaſant to contemplate their meſſage ; aud pleaſant 
even to behold the ground on which they trod, or 
the very waves over which they failed. — This made the 
holy prophet rejoice in ſpirit, when he foreſaw the ex- 
tenſive ſpread of his MASTER's glory, and the cer- 
tain commencement of our happineſs. This put into 
his mouth that affectionate and congratulatory addreſs, 
which, in a very particular manner, is directed to us 
and our countrymen : Sing unto the LORD a new ſong, 
and his praiſe from the ends of the earth : ye that go down 
ta the ſea, and all that is therein; ye iſles, and the inba- 
bitants the rec Let the wilderneſs and the cities thereof 
lift up their voice; let the inhabitants of the rock ſing, let 
them ſhout from the top of the mountains. Let them give 


+ Iſai. lii. 7. Never did language beſpeak an enraptured foul, 
more ſignificantly than this ſacred exclamation. The prophet is all 
wonder and all joy. He is ſo enamoured with his ſubject, and ſo 
captivated with the glory of the go/pe/, that he can never ſay enough 
of its excellencies.— Good tidings ; the very beſt that earth could 
receive, or heaven proclaim. Good tidings of good ; 4 moſt com- 
prehenſive good; a collection of every bleſling; or all good things 
in one. Publiſh peace ; peace with GOD, the everlaſting King ; 
and that ſweet peace of conſcience, which the whole world cannot 
give. Publiſh falvotion ; or that gift of righteouſneſs which is the 


meritorious cauſe, together with that ſpirit of liberty and ſpirit of 


adoption whi.h are the rich and grand conſtituents of ſalvation. 
That ſay unto Gor. ih GOD reigneth ! Not ſin and Satan, not luſt 
anT appetite, oppreſſive tyrants and worſe than Egyptian taſł · maſ- 


ters; but the all-wiſe and infinitely gracious JEHOVAH. He, 
even He ſetteth up his pure, his peaceful, his ſpiritual kingdom, in 
the belicver's heart, in the Gentile nations, aad in all 


ghry - 
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glory unto the LORD; and declare his praiſe in the 
iſlands . | 

We read, in Ezekiel, of the ue magnificent fleet 
that ever ploughed the ſeas. The thip-boards were of 
the fir-trees of Senir, and the maſts of the cedars + of 
Lebanon. Oars were hewed from the oaks of Baſhan, 
and benches of ivory were brought from the iſles ot 
Chittim. The fine linen and broidered, work of Egypt 
floated to the wind, and formed the ſails. While blue 
and purple, from the iſles of Eliſhah, compoſed the rig- 
ging, and clothed the mariners,—Let us ſuppoſe, 
that the freight of this ſplendid navy was proportion- 
ed, in dignity and value, to its ſumptuous tackling. 

et how poor, how deſpicable, were either, were both, 
it eſtimated with the treaſures of the goſpel : thoſe di- 
vine treaſures, which ſpring from the imputation of our 
REDEEMER's righteouſneſs! and which have much 
the ſame kindly influence on religious practice, as navi- 
gation, with all her improvements, has upon traffic.— 
Give me leave to confirm this aſſertion, by ſelecting a 
few inſtances, and applying them in a few iuterroga- 
tories, | 
One of the benefits, proceeding from the imputation 
of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, is pardon; pardon, not 
partial, but complete; a pardon of each fin, be it ever 
ſo heinous ; a pardon of all fins, be they ever ſo nume- 
rous : for thus ſaith GOD the LORD, who ſent both 
his prophets. and apoſtles, preaching peace by JESUS. 


CHRIST; I will pardon ALL their iniquities, whereby 


they have ſinned, and whereby they have tranſereſſed againſt 
me . — Lo learn the deſirable nature of this bleſſing, 
let us ſtep back into the annals of hiſtory, and attend a 
traiterous unhappy nobleman to his vindidive exit. His 
body is demanded by the miniſters of juſtiee. Reluc- 
tant and trembling, he is conducted to the. ſcaffold.. 
There, the alarmed criminal fees the mourning block; 
ſees the glittering axe; ſees the coffin prepared for his 
corpſe ; ſees thouſands of anxious ſpectators, waiting, 


with eager looks and throbbing hearts, the fearful ca- 


„ Tſai. xlii, 10, 21,12, J Ezck. zxvii. 5, Cc. 
. Jer. xxXii. 8. 


taſtrophe. 
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taſtrophe. In a word, he ſees death advancing with 
all the ſolemnities of Horror and au. Time elapſes. The 
preparatory ceremonies are diſpatched. The fatal pe- 
Tiod is arrived. No longer reſpite can be allowed. He 
muſt ſubmit to immediate execution. He proſtrates 
himſelf to receive the ſtroke. But—ſeized with new 
terrors at the poiſed axe, and approaching blow, he 
ſtarts from the dangerous poſture. —Again he bends, 
and again ſnatches his neck from the impending edge. 
A third time, he lifts his pale countenance to the pity- 
ing crowds, and departing light.—Once more he bows 
to the block, and once more raiſes his head, in wi/h/ul 
expettation of the royal clemency.—At this critical in- 
ſtant ; at this moment of awful ſuſpence, had a meſ- 
ſenger appeared, with a ſhout of joy upon his tongue, 
and a ſealed pardon in his hand, ©! how tranſporting 
the news! welcome, inexpreſſibly welcome the favour !— 
What was denied to his paſſionate defires, denied to 
the importunate-ſolicitations of his friends, is freely of- 
fered to us in the goſpel of CHRIST: a pardon of in- 
finitely higher conſequence; which obliterates millions 
and millions of rebellious acts; which extends its bleſſed 
effects, not merely through the little ſpan of life, but 
beyond the gates of the grave beyond the boundaries 
of time — through all the ages of eternity. 

How unfathomable is that immenſe flood, on which 
my Theron lately exerciſed his contemplation ! The 
toiling plummets, with all their length of cordage, are 
unable to find a bottom. Were the hugeſt millitones, or 
the higheſt towers, or the moſt ſpacious cities, caft in- 
to that prodigions gulf, they would be totally over- 
whelmed, and irrecoverably loſt. Therefore the inſpi- 
red prophet, to ſhew the boundleſs extent of the divme 
mereies in JESUS CHRIST, and to denote the fene 
of their pardon who are cleanſed in the REDEEM- 
ER's blood, hath illuſtrated both by this grand ſimili- 
tude: Thou wilt caſt all their fins into the depths of the 
ſen Not one, or a few, but all their fins—not barely 
behind thy back, but into the /ea—and not into the 
ſhallow parts, but into the very depths of the ocean 


Mich. vii. 19. 
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ſo that they ſhall never riſe up in judgment ; never be 
taken notice of; no, nor ever be remembered any 
more. TORT Fi 
With an act of total indemnity, let us join a thorough 
reſtoration to favour. —lIf the wrath of an earthly king 
be as the roaring of a lion , how much more tremen- 
dous is His indignation, who is able to caſt both body 
and ſoul into hell ! If the favour of an earthly ſovereign 
be as dew upon the graſs, how much more deſirable and 
delightful HIS loving-kindneſs, whom all things in 
heaven and earth obey !—By the righteouſneſs of JE- 
SUS CHRIST we are freed from all foreboding ap- 
henſions of the former, and eſtabliſhed in the com- 
ortable poſſeſſion of the latter. The goſpel renews and 
ratifies that joyful proclamation of the angelic hoſt, 
Peace on earth, and good-will to men. GOD is not 
only pacified towards believers, but well pleaſed with 
them in his dear SON ; well pleaſed, ſays the prophet, 
for his righteouſneſs ſake. Beheld in this ſpotleſs robe, 
they are the objects of his complacential delight, and 
he rejoices over them to do them 5 
Nay, they are made children, ſors and daughters, 
of the LORD Almighty ; and if ſons, then heirs ; heirs 
of GOD, and joint heirs with CHRIST j.— 4s many 
as received him, to juſtify them by his precious blood 
and imputed righteouſneſs, to them gave He power, the 
_ prerogative. or privilege, to become the ſons of GOD || ; 
= verily and truly 2 of GOD, # —— — were 
the children of their natural parents. — The chief cap- 
tain, mentioned in the Acts, purchaſed his freedom of 
the imperial city Rome with a great ſum of money g. 
If ſuch a little tranſient immunity was ſo valuable in his 
eſteem, who can expreſs the worth, who can conceive 
the dignity, of this divine adoption? Yet it belongs to 
thoſe who receive the goſpel, and are intereſted in 
CHRIST.—-They have acceſs to the Omnipotent 
BEING; ſuch free and welcome acceſs, as a beloved 
child to an indulgent father. To him they may fly for 
aid in every difficulty, and from him obtain a ſupply in 
all their wants. 5 


4 Prov. xix. 12. ® Luke ii. 14. + 2 Cor. vi. 18. 
1 Rom. viii. 17, John i. 22. $AQs xxii. 28. 
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GOD, as the ſacred charter runs, is THeiR GOD. 
All his lovely, all his adorable perfections, are their 
lorious inheritance, and their exceeding great reward. 
hat eternal power, to which nothing is impoſſible, ex- 
erts itſelf as their guard; and that unerring wiſdom, 
from which nothing is concealed, acts as their guide. 
His very juſtice is no longer an incenſed adverſary, de- 
manding vengeance, or meditating deſtruction, but a 
faithful guarantee, to provide for the punctual execntion 
of the REDEEMER's treaty, and for their complete 
enjoyment of its various bleſſings. What a privilege is 
this! Rather what a c/u/ter of privileges is here! 
Weigh the kingdoms of the world; caſt all the glories 
of them into the ſcale ; and they will be found, when 
compared with theſe divine prerogatives, emptier than 
the bubble that burſts, /zghter the ſpark that 
expires. 

In the goſpel, which is the miniſtration of righteouſ- 
neſs, are given exceeding great and precious promiſes. 
Of ſuch value, that they were procured by the blood of 
CHRIST ; of ſuch certainty, that they are ratified by 
the oath *® of JEHOVAH. So durable, that, though 
all fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof as the 
flower of the graſs, this word of our GOD abideth for 
ever ; ſo efficacious, that there are no ſuch cordials to 
revive our fainting, and no ſuch bulwarks to ſecure our 
endangered fouls. With theſe the Bible is as richly re- 
pleniſhed, as the clear midnight-ſ{ky is beſpangled with 
ſtars. They are all yea and amen, conſigned over as a 
ſure unalienable portion, o them that are in FESUS 
CHRIST |. 

Another benefit, given in conſequence” of the RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs, is the ſanctihing SPIRIT. 
A moſt comprehenſive bleſſing this! Our SAVIOUR 
intimates, that it includes every heavenly gift, is an aſ- 
ſemblage of all good things ||.—It muſt doubtleſs be x 
ſingular comfort to blind Bartimeus, when his eyes 
were opened, and he beheld the all-cheering light of 
the ſun g: ſo, and far more comfortable, are * en- 


* Heb. vi. 17. | + 1 Pet. i. 23. 42 Cor. i. 20. 
I Compare Matt. vii, 11. with Luke xi. 13. $ Mark x. 32 
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lightening influences of the SPIRIT, when they ſhine 
upon us wretched creatures, who fit in darkneſs and 
the ſhadow of death; when they reveal an all- ſufficient 
SAVIOUR, dying for ur fins, and rifing again for 
our juſtification. Who can imagine the ſatisfaction and 

the tranſport of the leber, when he felt himſelf healed 
of his in veterate diſeaſe ! Felt the ſoothing ſenſations of 
caſe, where ſores rankled, and pain raged! Inſtead of 
enfeebling languors and loathfome deformity, vigour 
braces his limbs, and comelineſs blooms in his counte- 
nance 1. Equally benign, and equally ſalubrious, is 
the regenerating agency of the Divine SPIRIT, on 
our depraved, polluted, ſenſual minds.—How fignal 
was the recovery, and how welcome the change 
when that unhappy creature, ſo wildly agitated by a 
miſchievous damon, was reinſtated in the peaceful poſſeſ- 
fion of himſelf and his faculties! When, inſtead of vn- 
naturally cutting his own fleſh, or committing barba- 
rous outrages Dn innocent travellers, he ſat compoſed 
and attentive at the ſeet of JESUS {|, receiving heaven- 
iy inſtruction from his lips, and learning meck- 
neſs of wiſdom from his example. So ſalutary and 
deneficial is the transforming power of the HOLY 
GHOST the Comforter, ſoftening the rugged, 
ſweetening the moroſe, and calming the paſſionate 
temper.— It is undoubredly the utmoſt improvement 
and the higheſt happmeſs of our nature, to have the 
image of the bleſſed GOD reinſtamped on our hearts. 
This is an earneſt, and an anticipation alſo, of endleſs 
Felicity 3 a bud, which will open in heaven, and fpread 
into immortal glory; a dawn, which will ſhine more 
and more, till the Sun of righteouſneſs ariſes, and 
brighrens it into everlaſting day. This bud the ſanc- 


rifying SPIRIT in this dawn the grace of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST diffuſes, in the barren and 
benighted ſoul. | A 


In a word, receive this righteouſneſs, and you have 
8 title to all bleſſings, whether they be preſent or ſu- 
ture, bodily or ſpiritual, temporal or eternal, From 
the neceſſary conveniencies of bread to eat, and rai- 


+ Matt, viii, 3. Mark v. 15. 
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ment to put on; even to the crown of glory, and the 
fulneſs of joy. All are dependent on, all are connect- 
ed with our REDEEMER's righteouſneſs *.—You ſee 
now, Theron, that our icheme has no tendency to im- 
poveriſh your ſpiritual condition, or diminiſh your true 
riches, any more than thoſe tracts of water, which 
ſurround our iſland, are detrimental to the wealth of its 
inhabitants. Detrimental ! No; they are an inexhauſt- 
ible ſource of treaſure. "They convey to our- uſe the 
choiceſt accommodations, and the moſt elegant de- 
lights. Such as would in vain be expected, if the whole 
ocean were converted into the fineſt meads, and moit 
fertile paſtures. So- but to apply this compariſon, 
would foreſtal your principat queſtion. 
„Do not theſe favours, though unſpeakably preci- 
« ous in themſelves, tend to the introduction or ſupport 
« of ungodlineſs?— Quite the reverſe, Have we re- 
demptian through our SAVIOUR's blood, even the for- 
giveneſs of our fins? We are redeemed, not that we 
may fink in ſupinenefs, or launch into licentiouſneſs. 
but that we may be a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works F. —-Are we made the children of GOD? Then 
let our light fo ſhine before men, that others, ſeeing. 
our good works, may glorify our FATHER which is 
in heaven}. This is the genuine conſequence of ſucly 
a doQtrine, and the proper effect of ſuch a benefit Are 
we veſted with facred privileges ! Theſe admonith us, 
theſe urge us, and theſe diſpoſe us, to walk worthy of 
HIM, who hath called us to his kingdom and glory. 
Shall not the citizens of heaven be animated with high- 
er views, than the flaves of appetite, and drudges of 
the world? — Are we conſtituted +eirs of the promiſes d 
The grace which they aſcertain, is intended to make 


us partakers of a divine nature g; and the encourage- 


This righteonſyeſs is ſtyled, in the facred language, righteruſ+ 
neſſes. Vitringa, aſſigning the reaſon of thi- peculiar — 
ays; Dicitur autem vati naſtro hec juſtitia y ter mi natione plura- 

um ob excellentiam ejus—tum ob amplitudinem, qua omnibus pec- 
catoribus credentibus ad falutem ſniſiciat—tum ob ffs, quatenus com- 
plectitur omnia jura fillorum DEI. ViTz1NG, in Feſui xv. 24. 

1 Tir. ii. 14. Matt. v. 16. 11 Theth, ii. 12, 

52 Pet. i. 4. 
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ment which they adminiſter, incites us to cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, incites us 
to perfect holineſs in the fear of GOD *.—Such high 
immunities are a moſt endearing perſuaſive, not to diſ- 

ace but magnify, not to provoke but pleaſe, their 
unſpeakably beneficent AUTHOR. 

I might farther obſerve, that holineſs is one of the 
moſt diſtigguiſhed bleſſings in our ſyſtem. Nay, is the 
very central bleſſing, to which all the others verge; in 
which they all terminate. Were we choſen from eterni- 
ty? It was for this purpoſe, that we may be holy: and 
unblameable in love F.—Are we called in time? It is to 
this intent, that we may ſhew forth the praiſes of hin 
auh hath called us out of darkneſs into his mavellyus 
light f.—Are we created again in CHRIST FESUS? 
It is to capacitate us for acceptable ſervice, and to 
furniſh us unto every good work ||. I will put my ſpi- 
rit within you, ſaith the LORD. For what end? That 
ye may walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my judgments, and 
do them 9. Here comes in my Theron's favourite, ſin- 
cere obedience. And GOD forbid that we thould 
hold the door, or ſhut our arms, againſt ſo acceptable 
a gueſt Far, very far from diſcarding ſincere obedi- 
ence, we would only introduce it under its due cha- 
racer, and in its proper order. Under its due charac- 
ter as the fruit, not the cauſe, of our intereſt in 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs. ' I its proper order; as fol- 
lowing, not preceding, the gift of juſtification. 

\ Theſe privileges, my dear friend, are ſalutary as the 
pool of Betheſda J. They are reſtorative, as the wa- 
ters of Siloam 4. Or like that ſacred ſtream flowing 
from the ſanctuary, which healed the rivers, healed 
the ſea, and made even the deſert flouriſh **,—If juſtifi- 
cation by the righteouſneſs of CHRIST had a tenden- 
cy to ſubvert the foundation of holineſs; to confirm the 
hypocritical profeſſor in his negle& of moral duties; 
or diſcourage the ſincere convert from the purſuit of 
real virtue; it. would, doubtleſs, be unworthy of any 


® 2 Cor. vii. 1. + Eph. i. 4. + x Pet. ii. 9. 
j Eph. ii. 10. $ Pzck. xxxvi. 27. © John v. 4. 
+ John ix. 7. Eck, xlvii. 8, 9. 


acceptation, 
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acceptation, or rather worthy of univerſal abliorrence. 
But I dare appeal, not only to the nature of the doc- 
trine, and the reaſon of things, but to the experience 
of all; yes, of all who have taſted, that the LORD is 
gracious ®,—** Speak, ye who are enabled to believe 
« that GOD is reconciled ;. has received the all · ſatis · 
« fying atonement, and placed his SON's righteouſ- 
« neſs-to your account; that he regards you as his: 
children, and will receive you to his glory! Have 
« you not, under ſuch convictions, felt your hearts ex- 
« ulting with. conſcious joy, and every power of your 
« ſouls ſpringing forward to glority your heavenly FA+»- 
« THER—glorify him by every inſtance of obedi · 
« ence, fidelity, and zeal?” ; 
Can ſuch invaluable benefits have a-prejudicial influ- 
ence on our practice, if, to the conſideration of their 
ſaperlative worth, we add that unequatled price by 
which they were purchaſed ?—HE, who is high above 
all height, humbled himſelf to be made of a woman, 
and born in a ſtable, that we might be admitted into 
the family of GOD, and exalted to the manſions of 
heaven. And will this great humiliation, which is the 
baſis of our happineſs, prompt us to look down with 
contempt on others, or entertain arrogant thoughts of 
ourſelves ?. 
The ONEY BEGOTTEN and the ſupreme delight 
of the FATHER, was numbered with tranſgreflors,. 
and ranked with felons, that we might be joined to the 
innumerable company of angels, and aſſociated with 
ſaints in glory everlaſting. And will any one make 
this a precedent, or a plea, for walking in the counſel of 
the ungodly ; for ſlanding in the way q jruners ; or ſitting 
in the ſeat of the ſcornſul f. FEI | 
All manner of evil was ſpoken of the faultleſs IE. 
808; his: bleſſed. name was vilified by blaſpheming: 
tongues, and his umblameable conduct blackened with 
the fouleſt aſperſions, on purpoſe that we may be ap- 
plauded when we are judged; and each hear thoſe 
tranſporting. words, WEIL DONE THOU GOD AND- 


Z. 3.  FAITHEULY 


2700 ASPASIO ra THERON. Let. 10. 


FAITHFUL gERvanT*! Will this embolden us to di/- 
honour our LORD, and /in our holy profeſſion ? Shall 
we from hence be induced to open the mouths of his 
enemies, and furniſh them with occaſion to ſpeak re- 
proachfully ? | 

HE went, with the laſhes of the ſcourge, 
and penetrated with- the pungent thorns; he went, 

loaded with the execrable croſs , and marking the road 
with his precious blood; thus the King of heaven went 
To his throne? No; but to his ignominious and torment- 
ing exit; that we may enter into the celeſtial Sion, 
with ſongs of triumph on our lips, and with everlaſting 
joy on our heads. Does this invite us to go, crowned 
with roſe-buds, to the houſe of riot; or go, muffled in 
- diſguiſe, to the midnight-revel? Will it not rather in- 
cline us to fit down at his pierced feet, and bathe them 
with our tears, and take delight | in mourning for our 
crucified LORD ? 

Behold! He hangs on the curſed tree. There, there 
he hangs, rent with wounds, and racked with pain. He 
pours his groans, and ſpills his blood. He bows his 
head, his patient princely head, and dies—Aſtoniſhing, 
tranſporting conſideration! He dies for you! He dies 
for me And will this barden our hearts, will this 
arm our hands, to crucify him afreth by any allowed 
iniquity? Does not reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chriſtianity dic- 
tate, and all that is ingenuous entorce the apoſtle's in- 

Matt. XXV. 21. _ 


+ John xix. 17. Should it be objected, that they compelled Si- 
mon the Cyrenian to bear his croſs. I acknowledge it. But this, 
I apprebend, was not done, till they perceived our LORD ready to 
faint under the load. Nor did his cruel enemies even then diſburden 
him, becauſe they pitied, or purpoſed to relieve him; but only to 
reſerve him for greater ignominy and ſeyerer torment. 


The forrow arifing from ſuch tender and grateful views of the 
erucified JE3US, is that evangelical godly forrow, which worketh 


repentance wnlo "= not to be repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10. And 
is there not reaſon—when we conſider the pains he felt, the curſe he 
bore, and the blood he ſhed—is there not abundant reaſon to ſay, 


with Homer's afflicted hero, 
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ference? one died for all, then they which live, ſhould 
not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died 


for them . 


He thought upon us long before the foundations of 
the world were laid; he remembers us now he is ex- 
alted to the right-hand of the MAJESTY in the hea- 
vens; and will never, never forget us, through all the 
revolutions of eternity. And is this a motive to forget 
his name, to diſregard his word, or to imitate the 
ſhametul neutrality and indifference of Gallio? Impreſ- 
ſed with a ſenſe of this invariable and everlaſting kind- 


neſs, ſurely, we ſhall declare ourſelves as thoſe captives 


in Babylon, concerning their dear native city Jeruſalem: 
If I forget thee, O bleſſed JESUS, /et my right-hand for- 
get her cunning ; if 1 do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth f. 


am — Remember Thee! 

Ay, my dear LORD, while mem'ry holds a ſeat 
In this devoted breaſit— Remember Thee! 

Yes, from the table of my memory 

Pl] wipe away all trivial find records, 

Which youth and obſervation copied there, 

And thy remembrance all alone ſhall live 

Within the book and volume of my brain Þ. 


Is it poſſible, Theron, for the contemplation of ſuch 

oodneſs, to weaken the motives, or relax the ſprings 
of obedience ? As ſoon may /enient balms kill, and rank- 
eſt poiſons cure ! Is ſuch a beliet calculated to diſcou- 
rage duty, and patronize licentiouſneſs ? Juſt as much 
as vernal ſhowers are fitted to cleave the earth with 
chinks, or ſummer ſuns to glaze the waters with ice.w— 


When Anthony made an oration to the ſoldiers, on oc- 


caſion of Cæſar's death; when he ſhewed them their 
honoured maſter's robe trausfixed with ſo many dag- 
gers; when he reminded them of the victories they had 
won under their aſſaſſinated commander; when he far- 
ther informed them, that their murdered general had 


remembered them in his will—had bequeathed all his 


1 Cor. v. rs, 16, + Pſal. cxxxvili. 5, 6. 
+ SHAKESPEAR, 


fine 
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ne gardens, and beautiful walks, to their uſe and de- 
kght ;— Heav'ns! how they took fire! Revenge ſpark- 
led in their eyes; revenge flamed in their boſoms; re- 
venge was all their cry. They flew to the houſes of the 
conſpirators ; laid them even with the ground ; and, 
had they met with the owners, would have tore them 
Amb from limb. Some ſuch reſentment again{ fin will 
a ſenſe of our adored REDEEMER's ſufferings excite ; 
eſpecially when ſet home by his blefled SPIRIT, and 


conſidered in connection with thoſe deteſtable iniquities 


which cauſed them, and with thoſe in valuable bleſſings 
which were procured by them. Nothing, nothing is 
fo effectual to beget the moſt zrreconciteable abborrence of 
all ungodlineſs; to make the remembrance of it bitter 
as wormwood ; the temptations to it horrible as hell. 
Let me remind you of an incident related by your 
favourite hiſtorian Xenophon.—Cyrus had taken cap- 
tive the young prince of Armenia, together with his. 
beautiful and blooming princeſs, whom he had lately 
married, and of whom Re was paſſionately fond. Wherr 
both were brought to the tribunal, Cyrus aſked the 
prince, what he would give to be reinſtated in his 
kingdom ?—He anſwered, with an air of indifference, 
« 'That, as for his crown, and is own-r liberty, he va- 
&« Jued them at a very low rate. But, if Cyrus would 
« reſtore his beloved princeſs to her native dignity and 
« hereditary poſſeſſions, he ſhould: infinitely rejoice ; 
« and would pay,” this he uttered with tenderneſs 
and ardour, would willingly pay his He for the pur- 
& chaſe.” Could fuch a declaration, ſo highly endear- 
ing, alienate the affections of the princeſs, or induce 
her to violate her fidelity? Let her own conduct anſwer 
the query. When all the priſoners were diſmiſſed with 
freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs how much they were 
charmed with their royal benefator. Some celebrated 
his martial accompliſhments. Some applauded his ſo- 
cial-virtues. All were prodiga! of their praiſes, and la- 
-viſh in grateful acknowledgments. And you, ſaid the 
prince, (add himſelf to his bride); what think 
you of Cyrus —1 did not obſerve him, replied the 
princeſs. Not obſerve him! Upon what then was your 
attention fixed — Upon that dear and generous _ 
RET who 


FETT 
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who declared, © He would purchaſe my liberty at 
«© the expence of his very life * Was her heart 
impreſſed, were all her thoughts engroſſed by that be- 
nevolent er? And {hall ours be leſs affected with the 
incomparably more tender and endearing love of 
CHRIST ?—He was not only willing, but actually 
laid down his life for us; a life immenſely precious, 
and of higher dignity than all heavens. —He laid down 
his life, not for amiable perſons or worthy creatures, 
but for vile earth, and miſcrable finners.—Purchaſing 
thereby, for. us and our children, privileges of ineſti- 
mable worth, and of everlaiting duration. 

Will not ſuch beneficence, ſo unmerited, ſo unequal. 
led, win + the moſt reluctant, and melt the moſt obdu- 
rate heart? The heart which is not wrought upon by 
this nyracle of divine compallion, muſt be ſteel, muſt 
be adamant ; quite impenetrable, and abſolutely incor- 
Tigible.—** O thou ever- bleſſed, thou all-gracious RE- 
« DEEMER, thy love to us is wonderful; paſſing, I 
« will not ſay, the love of women t, but the power of 
% language, and the reach of thought! Who can hold 
„ out againſt ſuch charming attractives? Who can re- 
6 fiſt ſuch heavenly goodnels ?—Only let a /en/e of thy 
% love be always warm, alway operative on our minds. 


LY 


E ſ luer xa The U gv woe fene helgiuant arr. 
XI NO H. de Cyri inſlit. lib. 1ii. 

+ Beneficia, ſays one of the ancients, qui invenit, compedes iu ve- 
nit. Which fine ſentiment may almoſt ſerye as a comment on the 
beautiful and tender declaration of GOD, by his prophet Hoſea ; 
I drew them to obedience with cords of a man, with bands of love, 
chap. xi. 4 HE who made, and intimately knows our frame, 
knew that theſe motives would be molt powertul in operation, moſt 
powerful on creatures capable of love and ſuiceptible of gratitude : 
therefore he calls them, the cords of A man. Aud if a deliverance 


from temporal bondage, jf the ſettlement of Iirael in all the plenty 


of Canaan, conſtituted ſo ſweet an incitement to duty, doubtleſs 
the everlaſting benefits mentioned by Aſpaſio, together with all the 
endearing circumſtances of their procurement, mult be abundantly 
more engaging.—May the SPIRIT from on high rend the ve:/ of 
ignorance and inſenſibility! Let into our hearts the knowledge and 
faith of theſe great evangelical truths! We ſhall then want no fare 
ther demonſtration, either of the propriety of the remark, or the 
efficacy of the principles. 
$ 2 Sam, i. 26. 
« This 
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« This ſhall be inſtead of a thouſand arguments to en- 
e gage, inſtead of ten thouſand motives to quicken our 
« obedience.” - Other motives may produce ſome ex- 
ternal ſervices, or hypocritical performances. 'Terrors 
may extort the drudgery of the hand. Bribes may 
purchaſe the adulation of the tongue. But this con- 
cihates the will; this proſelytes the affections; this 
captivates the very ſoul, and makes all its powers ile 
the chariots of Aminadab *, ready, expedite, and active 
in duty, | 

Hear the holy apoſtle, giving an account of himſelf 
and his ſpiritual ſtate. He ipeaks in language ſomewhat 
ſimilar, though greatly ſuperiour, to the — of the 
Armenian princeſs “ So great is the glory, ſo rich is 
« the grace, ſo ſuperabundant are the merits of my RE- 
„% DEEMER, that 1 am determined to know nothing but 
« CHRIST FESUS, and him crucified f. —Aſk the 
fame zealous apoſtle, hat prompted him to ſuch in- 
defatigable diligence, and animated him with ſuch in- 
vincible fortitude? Why did he decline no toil, and 
dread no danger; rejoice in tribulation, and glory in 
reproach | ; welcome perſecution, and defy death? 


5 Cant. vi. 12. | +' 1 Cor. ii. 2. 


That ſupreme aſſection to the ble ſſed JESUS, which reigned in 
the hearts of his primitive diſciples, could never have been ſo em- 
phatically diſplayed by any ſtrokes of eloquence as by their own 
cheerful and heroic manner of expreſſing themſelves with relation 
to their ſufferings. —Far from regretting, I take pleaſure (ſays the 
apoſtle) in affiictions, and embrace them, when occuring in my 
Divine MASTER's ſervice, with a real complacency, u. 
2 Cor. xii. 10.— To you, adds the ſame apoſtle, and ſpeaks in a 
congratulatory ſtrain, it is given (sx,ag70s) as adclireable and di- 
ſtinguiſhed privilege, 10 ſuffer iu bebalf of CHRIST, Philip. i. 29.— 
St. Luke, recording the abuſive and crucl outrages committed on 
two diſciples for preaching boldly in the name of JESUS, uſes a 
phraſe remarkably gallant and ſpirited, They departed from the coun 
cil rejoicing, ali xalnkabacur dyartnvra, that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame ; had the honour of being vilified and repreach- 
ed in a caule ſo. highly venerable. —This paſſage is a five exemplifica- 
ti n of the figure which rhetoricians ityle Oxymorum. Horace's— 
dulce periculum—ſþlendide mendax—quo heatus valuere—read flat, and 
look dim, upon the compariſon. Acts v. 41. 


This. 
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This is his reply, . The hve of CHRIST conſtrainets * 
« me; beareth me on, with much the ſame ſtrong, 
« ſteady, prevailing influence, which winds and tide 
« exert, when they waft the veſſel to its deitined har- 
« bour.“ 

Shall we hear what another diſciple, one of the moſt 
advanced proficients in divine love, ſays upon the ſub- 
je&? one who learned his knowledge, not in the ſchool 
of philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's boſom : This is 
the love of GOD, that we walk after his commandments +. 
This is the natural fruit, this the certain evidence, of 
love to that glorions, tranſcendent, and adorably mer. 
ciful BEING. What? Not that we ſupinely neglect, 
much leſs that we profanely violate, his ſacred precepts, 
but that with aſſiduity and delight we make them the 
rule of our conduct. Charity edifieth t. this divine love, 
far from razing the foundations, far from demoliſhin 
the ſtructure, buildeth up || the fair tabric of univerſal 
godlineſs. { 

Let me borrow-an illuſtration from your own letter. 
When a pebble is caſt into the ſmooth canal, it moves 
the centre, and forms a circle. The firſt creates a fe- 
cond: the ſecond breaks into a third: they continue to 
multiply and expand themſelves, till the whole ſurface 
is covered with circular undulations. Thus the love of 
an all-gracious REDEEMER yg, when /hed abroad in 


the 


Could you ſtation a coward in the midſt of a numerous army 
advancing to the battle, or rather could you place a boat on the im- 
petuous cataracts of the Nile, you would ſee what is meant by the 
Tignificant word ovrs;,u- 2 Cor. v. 14. 

1 2 John, wer. 6. { 1 Cor. viii. 1. | Or. 

$ I cannot but think the reaſoning is much more juſt, and the 
principle much more efficacious, in Aſpaſio's manner of ſtating the 
- affair, than in the following famous lines: 


Self-love but ſerves the virtuous mind to wake, 
As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful late: 

he centre mov'd, a circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 

Another fill, and ſtill another ſpreads. 

Friend, parent, neighbour, firſt it will embrace, 
His country next, and next all human race: 
Wide and more wide it &'erflowings of the mind 
Take every creature in of every kind, 


Sell · love too often acts on the afſections, as a blaſt on the leaves; 
forivels 
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the foul by the HOLY GHOST tf, will diffuſe itfelf 
through every intellectual faculty, and extend to every 
ſpecies of duty ; till the whole heart is filled with the 
image, and the whole behaviour regulated by the law 
of the bleſſed GOD. — So that I am perſuaded, there is 
a great deal of truth and ſolidity, as every one mult 
acknowledge, there is a peculiar ſpirit and beauty, in 
the apoſtrophe of our poet ; 


Talk they of morals? © thou bleeding Love! 
Thou Maker of new morals to mankind, 
The grand morality is love of THEE *. 


You mentioned the Hhadſtone, as moſt ſignally and 
moſt extenſively ſerviceable in the ſea- faring buſineſs. 
Such is faith, ſo efficacious, in practical Chri/tianity.— 
This, perhaps, you think a ſcanty and defective prin- 
ciple. The property of turning to the polar ſtar, and 
pointing out the northern part of the world, may ſeem 
equally mean and inconſiderable. But, as the one is 
the very ſoul of navigation, the other is the very life of 
holineſs. —Irt is ſomewhat like the ſtone, which the Ba- 
bylonian monarch ſaw in his dream, cut from the rock 
without hands | ; which, though deſpicable to human 
appearance, was mighty in operation ; deſtroyed the 
ſuperb ſtatue, became a great mountain, and filled the 
whole earth. Thus will faith exert its kindly, yet tri- 
umphant energy, to every corruption, that it may be 

ſubdued; to every virtue, that it may be cheriſhed. 


— 


ſpri velt and contrafts them. But the love of CHRIST, like a ver- 
nal ſun on the tender buds, opens and expands them; till they be- 
come wide as the extent of his gracious redemption ; wide as the 
compaſs of his rational creation.—By ſelf- love I am almoſt neceſſa- 
rily determined to malign the perſons, who croſs my inclinations, 
and obſtruct my intereſts. From the love of CHRIST { have a co- 
gent reaſon, and a moſt prevailing indncement, to love my very 
enemies, —How does St. Peter analize this ſubject? Not in Mr. 
Pope's, not in Lord Bolingbroke's method. Godlineſs, or a ſupreme 
love to GOD reconciled in CHRIST, he repreſents as the root or 
trunk; then brotherly kindeſs, or an affectionate regard to relations, 
friends, fellow-chriſtians, as ſome of the grand and maſter branch- 
es; after this charity, or a diffuſive good-will to all mankind, as the 
ſpread of boughs, which complete aud adorn the tree. 2 Pet. i. 7. 
We Rom. v. 5. 


+ 
* Night-Thoughts, N. LY. 4 Dan, ii. 34. 


Faith . 
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Faith is a real perſuaſion, founded on GO D's word, 
and wrought by his SPIRIT, that the bleſſed JESUS 
has ſhed his blood for my ng, has fulfilled all righte- 
ouſneſs in my ſtead, and obtained eternal redemption 
or me I. 

Wes the ALMIGHTY ſunk the cavities of the 
ocean, and repleniſhed them with the liquid element, 
He provided an inexhauſtible ſource of moiſture for the 
refreſhment of every animal, and the nutriment of eve- 
ry vegetable. In like manner, where-ever he works 
this true faith, He plants the ſeed of univerſal holineſs, 
and provides for the propagation of every virtue. This 
perſuaſion of the divine good-will pacifies conſcience, 
and fills the ſou! with admiration, gratitude, and joy. 
This diſcovery of our pardon and perfect reconciliation 
in the bleſſed JESUS overcomes our natural enmity, 
and excites a fervent defire to pleaſe our moſt merciful 
FATHER. In ſhort, this experience, and theſe views, 
of the abundant grace of GOD in CHRIST, attract 
and aſſimilate the ſoul, turning it into his amiable hke- 
neſs *, as the wax is turned to the imprinted ſeal.— 
What will be the language of ſuch a perſon ? 

« Did my exalted MASTER empty himſelf, and 
© become poor, that his moſt unworthy ſervant might 
« be filled with all the fulneſs of GD? And ſhall not 
J cheerfully deny myſelf the expenſive pleaſures of 
© the world, that I may have ſomewhat to beſtow on 
© his needy children ?—Has the death of CHRIST, 
% as a puniſhment, ſatisfied the moſt rigorous juſtice 
« for my fins? As a price, has it ranſomed me from 
« the dreadful damnation of hell? As a ſacrifice, has 
« 1t made my peace with GOD Moſt High? Shall I 
« not then, by theſe mercies of my dying LORD, 


1 This definition of faith may poſſibly, at the firſt view, diſſatis- 
fy and alarm even ſome pious people; implying, as th appre- 
herd, too great a degree of of/urance. But, if they pleaſe to take 
it in conneli ion with the explanation and adjuſtment delivered in the 
fixteenth Dialogue, 1 hope all cauſe of diſapprobation or ſurpriſe 
will vaniſh, I flatter myſelf, that the ſentiment will be found not 
only comfortable ſor the ſinner, bu! agreeable to Scripture, and tru- 
ly unexcepticnable, as well as higbly defirable. x 


2 Cor, iii. 18 + Eph. iii. 19. 
Vor. II. A a & ſhall 
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„ ſhall I not be induced to preſent all the members ct 
my body, and all the faculties of my ſoul, as a living 
„ ſacrifice * to his honour ?—Do I believe, that my 
« SAVIOUR has not only redeemed me from the 
5 curſe, but eſtabliſhed my title to all the „%ig. in- 
& cluded in the promiſes, and all the fe/zcity laid up in 
« heaven? And can I neglect to ſeek thoſe invaluable 
e pbleſſings, or forbear to aſpire after this immenſe fe- 
« licity ? Can I be ſo ungrateſul as to affront, fo inſen- 
« {ible as to forget, the infinitely beneficent AUTHOR 
4 of both ?!—Am-I perſuaded that the PRINCE ot 
« peace i; entered into glory as my forerunner +, and 
1 has prepared manſions of bliſs for my final recep- 
« tion? And ſhall I not follow him thither in my 
«© hopes and my affections? be as a pilgrim below, and 
« have my converſation above ?—ls not this a molt 
« ſweet and effectual method of gaining my heart? If 
« my heart, then all my powers, to his blefled ſelf, and 
« ſacred ſervice.” 

Such, my dear Theron, will be the et of faith, 
Therefore, it is not in vain, much leſs to the diſcou- 
ragement of real virtue, that the Scripture lays ſuch a 
ſtreſs upon faith ; ſo frequently urges the importance 
and neceſſity of faith; repreſents faith as the principal 
work of the Divine SPIRIT, and the great inſtrument 
of ſalvation ; becaule it is a ſure, a ſovereign means of 
purifying the heart |, and never fails to work by love ||.— 
Was faith, as ſome people are apt to imagine, like a 
candle put under a buſhel, or like the lamps which burn 
in ſepulchres, it would then be an inſignificant labour 
to inculcate it, and no better than an empty flouriſh of 


words to celebrate it. But we are infallibly aſſured, that 


faith is a vital, an operative, a vidorious principle. 
CHRIST is a ſtore-houſe of all good. Whatever is 
neceſſary to remove our guilt, whatever is expedient 
ſor renewing our nature, whatever is proper to fit us 
for the eternal fruition of GOD, all this is laid up in 
CHRIST; and all this is received by faith for appli- 
cation, uſe, and enjoyment.—Faith therefore is a living 
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principle of holineſs, becauſe it poſſeſſes CHRIST, and 
life in him; even as it is a ſure means of juſtification, 
becauſe it receives CHRIST, and righteouſneſs in 


him. —It is likewiſe as impoſſible for the ſun to be in 


his meridian ſphere, and not to diffuſe light, as for this 
ſaith to be exerciſed on CHRIST, and not to purity 
the conſcience and ſanctify the temper. 
When Zaccheus n=LItveD, he became a new man: 
his bowels yearned with compaſſion: the rapacious 
publican was a friend to the needy, and a father to the 
poor ||.—When the Macedonians BEL1Eved, how emi- 
nently was their ſpirit ennobled, and their practice im- 
proved! Though preſſed with affliction, their ſouls 
overflowed with joy; and even in the deepeſt poverty, 
they ſignalized themſelves by the abnndance of their 
liberality *.—When the fir/? converts BELIEVED, the 
change in their behaviour was ſo remarkable, the holi- 
neſs of their lives ſo exemplary, that they won the fa- 
your, and commanded the reſpect, of all the people f. 
In ſhort, when faith takes place, and CHRIST is ap- 
hed, the wilderrtfs buds, and the defert bloſſoms as a roſe. 
he lame man leaps like a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 


ſings. Old things are paſſed away, behold all things are 


become new. . 
That my dear Theron may be e/tab/i/hed in faith, 
may tncreaſe in faith, may abound in faith, is the moſt 
affectionate wiſh which thought can ſuggeſt, or friend- 
ſhip adopt. May his faith therefore be eſtabliſhed like 
the mountain-oaks, increaſe like the progreſſive ſtream, 
till it ſpreads and abounds like the all-overflowing, 

flood f?! 


ET Luke xix. 8. 

* 2 Cor. vii. 2. Here is, eſpecially in the original, as fine an anti- 
eſis perhaps as ever was penned. Since the preceding notes are ſo 
copious, I ſhall deny myfelf the pleature of particularizing the beau- 
ties of this chanſe. I leave it to the lover of facred literature to ad · 
mire the apoſtle's expreſſion, to be charmed with the ſpirit of the 
M.cedonian believers, and to derive from both edification mixed 
vith delight. | | | 8 


+ Acts ii. 47 
4 Theſe images we may venture to ſtyle beautiful, becauſe they; 
are borrowed from the apoſtle ; 56am; 5 Ty Tt. Col. ii. 7. 
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J intended to have cloſed my letter, and confirmed 
my point, by a very memorable ſtory, But, however 
your patience may perſevere, my time fails, and my 
hand is weary. The next poſt, if nothing unexpected 
intervenes, ſhall bring you the ſequel. May it, when 
brought to my friend; be as a nail faflened in a ſure 
place, and give the rivet of conviction to all theſe im- 
portant truths !-—-In the mean time, or rather at all 
times, I remain , 7 

Cordially and invariably yours, 
As Astro. 


— — — 


LETTER XI. 


AsPAaSlOo f THERON. 


Dear Tatxon, 
AITH in the righteouſneſs * of JESUS CHRIST 


is a fundamental principle in that invaluable ſy- 
item of ſacred and divine philoſophy—ruRH Gosesr : 
by which the heavenly TEACHER is continually 
training up millions of rational and immortal creatures, 
for the true perfection of their nature; for the final 
fruition of their GOD ; or, in other words, for a ſtate 
of conſummate happineſs and everlaſting glory.— In 
this ſchool, may you and I be humble /tuderts, and 
daily proficients ! While others are ambitious of glitter- 
ing diſtinctions, and ſounding titles, may it be our 
higheſt aim to anſwer the charater—of BeLievess! 
By this character, the Supreme LORD diſtinguiſhes 
his choſen people, and denominates the heirs of ſalva- 
tion. This character tands faireſt in the book of lite, 
and moſt conſpicuous in the annals of eternity. —This 
character, however neglected or diſeſteemed among 
men, will be remembered and had in honour, when 
the pompous names of /tateſman and generaliſims are 
known no more. | 
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As faith is of ſuch ſingular and extenſive efficacy in 
nuine, Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have all our 

meditations terminate on its glorious object, and be 

calculated to invigorate fo beneficial a principle. And 
ſo much the rather, as too many of our ingenious wri- 
ters run vaſtly wide of this mark. They teach us to 
admire the magnitude and diſtances of the planets; the 
annual and dinrnal revolutions of the globe. They call 
up our moſt pleafant attention to the exact arrange- 
ment, the exquiſite conſtruction, and moſt curious ope- 
ration of every wheel and every imylement in the ma- 
chine of nature. At the fame time they more than in- 
timate, that this is the brighteſt mirrour wherein we 
may contemplate the divine perfections. This the ſcene 
of order, from whence we may derive the belt rules 
for harmonizing the human mind. Hence they would 
animate our devotion,.and hence regulate our life. Not 
without apparent negleQ, I fear, with ſupercilious con- 
tempt of that molt illuſtrious diſcovery of the divine ex- 
cellencies, which was exhibited to the children of men 
by GOD: manifeſted in the fleſh. Thus they diſcard- 
the goſpel, and would ſupplant the bleſſed JF SUS,. 
making the univerſe their Bible, and nature heir wife 

dom, their ſanctifcation, their redemption. 98 
But, bleſſed be GOD, we have not fo learned phi - 

loſophy. We can place her at the foot-itovl, not on- 

the throne of her LORD; and bid her proclaim his- 
honours, not uturp his office. Let us, therefore, when- 
we reflect on that ſtupendous act, the creation of the 
world out of nothing, let us remember it was HIS 
act, who obtained eternal redemption for innert. When 


we contemplate. that immenſe theatre of wonders, the 


heavens and their ſhining hoſts, let us not forget that. 
they are all HIS work, who brought in everlaſting righ- 
teonfneſs for the.ungodly.—Do we turn our thoughts to 
the ocean, thar ſpacious and magnificent canal, which 
covers more than halſthe globe? It was formed by HIS. 
word, and is obedient to HIS will, who /ved- us and 
waſhed us from our ſins in his own blood; Do we take a 
view of the earth, that grand and inexhauſtible maga- 
zine, which- furniſhes ſuch a multiplicity of convenien- 
cies for ſo many millions of reatures? It is all HIS pro- 
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perty, and wholly at HIS diſpoſal, who emptied * himſelf 
for our ſake, and had not where ts lay bis head. For thus 
ſaith the inſpired philoſopher, thus faith the oracle of 
revelation, All things were made BY him, and rox iin f. 

The great CREATOR has enriched this habitable 
globe with a protuſion of good. He has adorned it with 
a variety, a regularity, and a beauty, which are per- 
fectly charming. He has eunchled it with a dignity, a 
ſublimity, and a grandeur, which are at once delight- 
ful and aſtouilhing. In all this, reaſon cannot but di- 
cern a clear maniteitation of power, a bright diſplay of 
wiſdom, and a rich demonſtration of benignity.— But 
will the CREATOR himſelf vouchſate to be made 
fleſh, on purpole that he may bleed and die for his 
guilty. creatures? This is what neither the utmoſt 
penetration of men, nor the very ſuperiour intelligence 
of angels, could ever have demonſtrated, diſcovered, 
or conceived. This exceeds whatever the elements have 
produced, whatever the ſun has beheld; as much as 
the extent and magnificence of the planetary ſyſtem ex- 
ceeds the dimenſions and the furniture of a {hepherd's 
hut.—To reveal this, is the bleſſed peculiarity of the 
goſpel. To know and believe this, is the diſtinguiſhing 
. prerogative of a Chriſtian. To apply this, to duell upon 
this, to corned this with all our obſervations of the uni- 
verſe, ſhould be the favourite and habitual employ of 
the believer. This will improve wouder into devotion, 
and.raiſe the entertainments of icience into the joy of 
ſalvation. This will render every philoſophical ſpecu- 
lation a ſtrengthener of our faith, and make the vari- 
ous ſcenes of nature a guide to grace, and a ſtep to 
glory.,—When this is done, then all things attain their 
proper end; and as they are ) CHRIST, ſo they are 
for CHRIST. | 

But I forget myſelf, my buſineſs, and my promiſe. 
L am to eſtabliſh the point by inconteſtable fact, not to 
embelliſh it by looſe harangue. With pleaſure I ad- 
dreſs mylelf to r the obligation, and exempli- 
fy, in a very memorable inſtance, the power of faith on 


* Exe97w tale Phil. ii. 7. + Col. i. 16. 
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religious practice. From whence ſhall I fetch my ex- 
emplification? From the memoirs f the apolile of the 
Gentiles? Here I find one molt conciſely, and at the 
ſame time moſt forcibly diſplayed. Obſerve this man 
in his unconverted ſtate. He breathes out threatenings and 
ſlaughter againſt the Chriſtians. Can any thing denote 
a more iniquitous and ſavage temper? The roaring 
lion, and the ranging bear, are gentle creatures, com- 
pared wich this monſter in human thape.—Still the de- 
ſcription of his barbarity heightens, I was exceedingly 
mad againſt them; I compelled them to blaſpheme 5; and 
puniſhed them in every ſynagogue. The practice, not of a 
man, but of a fiend! ?Tis the very picture of an incar- 
nate devil. What has this infernal wretch that may 
recommend him to the divine favour? If ever there 
was a ſinner on earth that had ſinned beyond the reach 
of mercy, beyond the poſlibility of pardon, ſurely it 
muſt be this Saul of Tarſus. 

But the divine mercy, diſdaining all limits, is over- 
flowing and unmeaſurable. Where fin has abounded 
like a flood, divine mercy abounds like an ocean. The 
favour of man is backward to interpoſe, till ſomething 
amiable or inviting appears in the object. But the 
grace of GOD is immenſely rich and infinitely free. It 
prevents the molt vile and hardened rebels. It brings 

every requiſite and recommendation in its own un- 
; ſpeakably beneficent nature. It accompliſhes all its 
; bleſſed ends, not by any towardly diſpoſition in the ſin- 
ner, but by that one glorious righteouſneſs provided in 
the SAVIOUR.——This overtook the perſecutor on his. 
journey to Damaſcus. Light and life were pourad up- 
on him, not from any dawn of reformation in himſelf, 
but from a very ditterent quarter. By opening, as it 
were, a window in heaven, while he was ſojourning even 
in the ſuburbs of heil. He jaw that FUST ONE. He. 
received the ineſtimable gitt. He was made partaker 
of the ſalvation which is in IEESUS CHRIST. 
| See, now, what effect this faith has upon his con- 
| duct. It cauſes a total revolution in the ſentiments of 
his mind. It gives a new bias to every faculty of his 
ſoul. It introduces an abſolute change into the whole 
tenour of his behaviour. As great and marvellous a 
change, 
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change, as if you ſhould behold ſome mighty torrent 
turned by the ſhock of an earthquake, and rolling thoſe 
waters to the eaſt, which, from the beginning of time, 
had flowed inceffantly to the welt. He adores that JE- 
$US whom he lately blaſphemed. He preaches that 
faith which he once deſtroyed. And he is ready to 
ay down his life for thoſe believers, whom not long 
ago he perſecuted unto death. | . 
It may be ſaid, is the change as laſting as it is ſurpriſ- 
ing? We will only conſider the converted Saul in one 
very remarkable point of light. Aer theſe things were 
#nded, ſays the ſacred hiltorian, Paul purpoſed in the 
ſpirit, when he had paſſed through Macedonia and Achaia, 
to go to Feruſalem, ſaying, after I have been there, I muſ} 
of fee Rome. — Who can obſerve and not admire this 
plain unambitious manner of relating a ſeries of labours, 
the moſt ſignally ſucceſsful, and the moſt extenſively 
uſetul? Nothing in human conduct ever ſurpaſſed the 
greatneſs of the one, and perhaps nothing in hiſtorical 
compolition ever equalled the /#mplicity of the other. 
St. Paul had already reduced Epheſus and Afia to 
the obedience of CHRIST. He had already brought 
Macedonia and Achaia into ſubjection to the goſpel. 
He had long ago erected the ſtandard, and {pread the 
triumphs of Ehriltianity, in the regions of Arabia. 
Yet, as if he had hitherto achieved nothing, he bends 
his forces towards Jeruſalem; Then he marks out. 
Rome for the ſeat of his ſpiritual warfare. After this, 
de forms the fame beneficent deſign upon Spain: in- 
cluding, in his comprehenſive plan, the metropolis and 
the boundaries + of the known world.—The univerſe 
is but juſt large enough, to be the ſcene of his activity 
and zeal; he never diſeontinues the vharitable campaign, 
but with the laſt breath of his life; and he ſpeaks of 
this unintermitted courſe of arduous and dangerous 
ſervices, as if he was only going to make ſome triend- 


Acts xix. 27. | 
+ Spain was then ſuppoſed to be the boundary of the weſtern, as 
the Ganges was reckoned the extremity of the eaſtern world, 


Omnibus in terris que ſunt a gadibus uſque 
Auroram & Gangen. 
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ly vi/it, or join in a party of innocent plcaſure; after 
T have been at Feruſalem, I muſt alſo ſee Rome f. 
Which of your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 
which of all the heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman 
ſtory, can vie with the zeal and magnanimity of this 
poor, deſpiſed tent- maker? So poor, that he was con- 
ſtrained to work with his own hands for a mor- 
ſel of bread : fo deſpiſed, that he was frequently treat- 
ed as the off-ſcouring of all things. Notwithitanding 


+1 am quite charmed, I muſt confeſs, with this very ſimple, but 

incomparably ga/lant manner of the apoſtle's ſpeaking. Far be- 
yond all the pomp of panegyric, it diſplays the hero. 
When a handful of Spartans undertook to defend the paſs of 
Thermopylz againſt the whole army of Perſia, fo prodigious, it 
was reported, were the multitudes of the Perſians, that the very. 
flight of their arrows would intercept the ſhining of the ſun; Then, 
ſaid Diencces, one of the Spartan leaders, we Bot! have the advan- 
tage of fighting in the ſhade. — Juſt before the battle of Agincourt, 
news was brought to king Henry's camp, that the French were ex- 
ceedingly numerous. That they would bring into the field more 
than fix times the number of the Enzliſh troops. To which the 
brave captain Gam immediately replied, Is it % Then there are 
enough to be cut in pieces, enough ty be taken priſoners, and enough to 
run away. A commanding officer, I think, among the — 8 
being beſieged by the parliamentary forces, was ſummoned to ſur- 
render the caſtle. The ſummons he rejected. Upon which, the 
enemy threatened, that, if he perſiſted in his reſolution, the walls 
ſhould, without farther delay, be battered to the ground. What if 
they are? was his blunt anſwer, I am not obliged to rebuild them. 
Sir Thomas More, ſometime lord chancellor of England, fell into 
diſgrace with his ſovereign, and was committed to the Tower. On 
which occaſjon, the lieutenant of the Tower made an apology for 
the diet, lodging, and accommodations, as unſuitable to the digni- 
ty of ſo great a man. No pole): Sir, replies the courtly priſon- 
er: I don't queſtion but IT ſhall like your accommodaiions very well, 
And if you once hear me complain, I give you free leave io turn me 
but of doors. 

Such calm ſentiments, ſo cool and ſedate a temper, amidſt eir- 
eumſtances of the moſt imminent danger or the greateſt diſtreſs, ar- 
gue an uncommon fortitude and ſuperiority of mind. But, if we 
conſider the nature of the apoltle's enterprize; that it was nothin 
leſs than an open attack on the empire of Satan ; a declared war 
againſt the whole idolatrous world; all which was to commence in 
reproach and perſecution; was to be attended with bonds aud afflic- 
tions; was to end in martyrdom and death: — If we conſider this, 
I believe. nothing will appear, at once ſo humble and ſo exalted, 
ſo modelt yet ſo magnanimons, as the turn and air of his exprefs 
ſion ; After I bave been at Jeruſalem, I muſt alſo ſee Rome. 

| all 
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all theſe diſcouragements, what did he not attempt, 
what did he not accompliſh *, for the honour of his 
MASTER, and the good of his fellow-creatures ?— 
He embarks in a ſhatlop ; he has neither fhield nor 
fpear ; yet he purpoſes to command the ocean, and 
conquer the globe. What greatmſt of ſoul was here! 
he expects ſ nothing but poverty, contempt, and death; 
yet his heart is big with the hope of enriching, enno- 
bling, and ſaving ages and generations. What benevo- 
lence of temper was this !—Should * inquire con- 
cerning this illuſtrious champion of the croſs, 4s 
were his potent auxiliaries ? None but the divine SPI- 
RIT. -I bat were his mighty weapons? Nothing but 
the word of truth and grace. — hence proceeded his 
intrepid, his enterpriſing, his all- conquering reſolu- 
tion? Only from faith, a lively faith in JESUS 
CHRIST. | "FS 

- This, I think, is a ſufficient confirmation of my doc- 
trine.—Nevertheleſs I have another inſtance to pro- 
duce, One that was exhibited in an age, when the 
glorious object of our faith ſhone with dim luſtre, and 
with diſtant beams. Yet it may juſtly be admired, and 
will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt enlightened among 
the Chriſtian ſaints.— To keep you no longer in ſut- 
penſe, the caſe I mean is that which Moles records, 
and the apoſtle celebrates. By Farrna Abraham, when 
he was tried, offered up Iſaac ; and he that had received 
the promiſes, offered up his only begotten fon tx. —-As this is 
ſo ſingular an example of the efficacious and trium- 
phant operation of faith; unequalled in any nation of 
the world, or under any diſpenſation of religion; you 
will give me leave to dwell a little on ſome of its mar- 
vellous circumſtances. 


- Abraham was an eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervant 


* x mtſaromexſuov; arbewrrs, faid king Ageſilaus, when 
he ſaw Epaminondas, the Theban hers, marching at the head of 
his troops. But never was there a human character whom this 
high encomium ſo exactly ſuited, as the character and conduct of 
the apoſtle Paul. Of him it will be ſaid, and throughout all gene- 
rations, What /a» GOD wrought by this man 

+ Acts xx. 23. + Heb. xi 17, 
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of the Moſt High GOD. Favoured with peculiar ma- 
nifeſtations of the divine will, and dignified with the 
honourable title of his MAKER's friend F. Yet even 
this man is haraſſed: with a long fucceſſion of trou- 
bles ; and, which was reckoned in thoſe ages the moſt 
deplorable calamity, goes childleſs Þ. 

Long he waits, worſhipping GOD with the moſt pa- 
tient reſignation. At length, an oracle from the 
LORD gives him hope, gives him aſſurance of a ſon. 
Joyfully he receives the promiſe, and reſts in humble 
expectation of its accompliſhment.—Several years run 
their rounds, but no pleaſing infant prattles in hisarms, 
or is dandled upon his knees. At laſt, the handmaid 
becomes pregnant. But what. a diſappointment was 
here! This is the ſon of the bondwoman, not of the 
free. | 
How afflicting the caſe of this excellent perſon ! His 
kinsfolk and acquaintance ſee their olive-branches flou- 
riſhing round about their tables: even his ungodly 
1 have children at their deſire, and leave the 
reſidue of their ſubſtance for their babes. But Abra- 
ham, the worſhipper of JEHOVAH, the favourite of 
heaven—this Abraham is deſtitute of an heir, to ſup- 
port his name, to propagate his tamily, or to inherit 
the bleſſing.— O the Kals! to which the believer is 
ſometimes reduced! How does a ſovereign providence 
try his faith, as it were, in a furnace of fire! Not that 
it may be conſumed, but refined, and come forth with 
augmented luſtre, to the praiſe of ver- faithſul, all-ſuffi- 
cient grace. 

GOD is pleaſed to renew the grant, and affure him 
more explicitly, That Sarah ſhall have a ſon. But this 


+ 2 Chron. xx. 5. Iſai. xli. 8. 

There was ſo much gall in this calamity, that it embittered eve- 
ry other ſpecies of happineſs. Viſited by this affliction, the patri- 
arch could taſte no joy in his late ſignal victory; all his worldly 

oſperity was inſipid; and he ſeems to have been incapable of re- 

iſhing any other comfort; What wilt thou gi ve me, ſeeing T go child- 
leſs? Gen xv. 2.—I would intreat the reader to take particular no- 
tice of this circamſtance. It will have the ſame effect upon the re- 
preſentation of Abraham's obedience, and the whole terics of his 
difficultics, as a magnifying glaſs has upon the objects to which it is 
applicd, 

notice 
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notice comes at a very late period in life; when Sarah 
is advanced in years, and too old, according to the 
courſe of nature, to conceive. However, the pious 
patriarch /faggers not through unbelie but hopes even 
againſt hope |.—Is it improbable ? Is it difficult? Nay, 
is it, to all human appearance, impoſſible? So much 
the more proper, for faith to expect, and for omnipo- 
tence to accompliſh. | 

At laſt, the gitt, ſo earneſtly defired, is vouchſafed. 
Sarah has a chi/{—a ſen—an Iſaac. One who ſhould 
be a ſource of conſolation and delight to his parents ; 
ſhould ji their mouth with laughter *, and their tongue 
with joy —With tender care, doubtleſs, this pleaſant 
— is reared. Many prayers are put up for his long 
ife, and great happineſs. The fond parents watch 
over him, as over the apple of their own eye. Their 
life is bound up in the life of the lad f.— He grows in 
grace, as he grows in ſtature. So amiable is his tem- 
per, and ſo engaging his behaviour, as could not tail 
of endearing him even to a ſtranger; how much more 
to ſuch indulgent parents, after ſo long a ſtate of bar- 
renneſs, and ſo many expectations ſo frequently fruſ- 
trated. x7 

Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy fire, and flatter ourſelves that his tribulations 
have an end. That the ſtorms, which ruffled the noon 
of life, are blown over ; and the evening of his age 
is becoming calm and ſerene.— But let not him that 
giraeth on his harneſi, boaſt himſelf, as he that putteth it 
of |. Our warfare on earth is never accompliſhed, till 
we bow our head, and give up the ghoſt. The ſharp- 
eſt, the ſevereſt trial is Rin behind. 

Abraham ; ſays GOD—Abraham knows the ew: 

. 


Rom. iv. 18, 20. | 
® Pſal. exxvi. 2. This is the import of the Hebrew name T/azc. 
+ Gen. xliv. 30. { 1 Kings xx. 11. 

& The ſentence with which the inſpired hiſtorian introduces this 
affecting narrative, is unhappily tranſlated in our Bibles ; 7x Ng 
rr GOD did tempt Abraham. —This expreſſion ſeems, more than 
ſeems, to claſh with the doctrine of St. James, chap. i. ver. 13. 
and cannot but ſound harſh to thoſe cars, which have ons 

| tome 
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It is the voice of condeſcending goodneſs. He had of- 
ten heard it with a rapture of delight.— Inſtantly he 
replies, Here I am. Speak, LORD ; for thy ſer- 
« yant is all attention.” Hoping, no doubt, to re- 
ceive ſome freſh manifeſtation of the divine good-will 
to himſelf and his family; or ſome new diſcovery of 
the method in which the divine wiſdam would gecom- 
pliſh the promiſes, I au multiply thy ſeed—T will make 
thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth—Tn thy ſeed ſhall all the 
families of the earth be bleſſed. 

Take thy ſen; adds GOD. And might not Abra- 
ham reaſonably expect, that, ſince his ſon was arrived 
to years of maturity, he ſhould be directed how to 
ſettle him in the world with honour and advantage 
where to find a virtuous and fruitful partner of his 
cares, his joys, and his bed? He is commanded, not 
barely to take his %%, but his oy ſon; his fon Iſaac, 
whom he ved. How mult theſe affecting images a- 
waken all that ſoft complacency, and all that tender 
triumph, which are known only to the fond feeling ap- 
prehenſions of a parent! Muſt not ſuch an introduc- 
tion, ſo remarkably endearing, heighten his expectation 
of ſome ſignal mercy to be conferred on the beloved 
youth? ard would it not render the bleſſing peculiarly 
acceptable, more than doubly welcome? 

as he not then ſtartled ? was he not horribly ama- 
zed? when, inſtead of ſome renewed expreſſion of the 
divine favour, he received the following orders. Take 


now thy fon—thy only ſon—Tſaac—whom thou loveſi and 


get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a 


2 upon one of the mountains which I will tell 


ther . Was ever deſcription fo affecting, or meſſage ſo 
alarming? Does GOD create the apple of the eye on- 
ly to be a ſheath for the dagger? Does he impart the 


tomed to underſtand by pw and ſempting, perſons utterly odi- 
ous, and practices extremely pernicious... Whereas, the true and 
natural 5 the original is, be tried or explored. GOD 
ſounded the depth, aud meaſured the height of his nt's faith ;, 
in order to erect an everlaſting monument of the victorious effica 

of this ſacred principle; and exhibit an illuſtrious pattern to all 
them whe ſhould hereafter believe. 


* Gen. xxii. 2» * 


Vot. II. B b utmoſt 
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utmoſt ſenſibility, only to (inflict the moſt agonizing 
pain? Every word, in this injunction, ſoftens and. en- 
tenders the parent's heart; and, at the ſame time, 
ſharpens the arrow that muſt pierce it through and 
through. 
Where now, Abraham, are all thy pleaſing pro- 
ſpects? How often didſt thou ſay, in thy enamoured and 
delighted heart, This ſame ſhall comfort us concern- 
& ing our trouble f. Many have been my ſorrows ; but 
« this child, this dear child, ſhall dry up my tears, and 
4 bring me to my grave in peace.” —Alas! this lovely 
flower 1s to be cut down in its faireſt fulleſt bloom. All 
thy ſhining hopes are overcaſt in a moment. They are 

covered with darkneſs and the ſhadow of death.—But 
let us attend to the tragical ſtory. | 
Abraham, take thy ſan. Who, but Abraham, could 
have forbore remonſtrating and pleading on ſuch an 
occaſion ?—Ananias, being charged with a commiſſion 
to Saul the perſecutor, takes upon him to argue the 
caſe with his Almighty SOVEREIGN. LORD, I 
have heard by many concerning this man, how much evil 
be hath done to thy ſaints at Feruſalem ; and here he hath 
authority from the chief prieſts to bind all that call upon 
thy name. It can never be ſafe, or expedient, to 
preſent myſelf voluntarily before him, who came hi- 
ther breathing out threatenings and ſlaughter againſt 
ine. What is this bat to court danger, and run, 
with open eyes, into ruin ?—Thus Ananias. With 
how much greater appearance of reaſon might Abra- 
ham have replied ? 
„ LORD, have I not already left my country; left 
* my kindred; and, at thy command, left my father's 
c houſe? And wilt thou now bereave me of my child? 
« Muſt I part, not with ſome admired folly or darling 
« yanity, but with the moſt worthy object of a rational 
*<. affetion ; indeed with my only remaining conſola- 
„tion? 

6 Shall I be deprived of my child almoſt as ſoon as 
« I have received him? Didit thou give him only to 
„ tantalize thy ſervant ? Remember, gracious GOD, 


+ Gen. v. 29. Ads ix. 13, 14. 
cc the 
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« the name he bears. How ſhall he anſwer its cheer- 
« ing import? Hoa {hall he be a ſource of ſatisfaction to 
« his parents, or the father of many nations, if thou 
© takeſt him away in his unmarried Rate, and in the 
« very prime of his years? 

If fin lies at the door, let me expiate the guilt, 

« Let thouſands of rams, let every bullock in my ſtalle, 
te bleed at thy altar. My wealth, moſt mighty LORD, 
« and. all my goods, are nothing in compariſon of my 
% Iſaac. Command me to be itript of iny poſleſlions ; 
« command me to roam, as a fugitive and a vaga- 
« bond in the earth, and I will bleſs thy holy name. 
“ Only let my child, my dear child, be ſpared. 
Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy indignation but 
« human blood, let my death be the ſacrifice. Upon 
«© me be the vengeance. I am old and grey-headed. 
« The beſt of my days are paſt, and the belt of my 
&« ſervices done. If this tottering wall tumbles, there 
« will be little or no cauſe for regret. But, if the 
« pillar of my honſe, and the ſupport of my family 
« if he be ſnatched from me, what good will my lite - 
% do me? © my fon! my fon! would GOD 1 might dis 
« for thee *. | 

« If it muſt be a blooming yonth, in the flower of 
« his days, .® pleaſed, moſt mercitul GOD, to ſelect 
e the victim from ſome fruitful family. There are 
t thoſe who avound in children. Children are mul- 
« tiplied unto them; and though many were removed, 
0 yet would their table be full. There are thoſe who 
« have flocks and herds! whereas, I have only this 
« one little lamb r; the very ſolace of my ſoul, 
« and the ſtay of my declining years. And ſhall this 
« be taken away, while all %% are left?“ 

Yes, Abraham; it is % ſon, and not another's, that 
is marked for the victim. What diſtreſs, had he not 
been ſupported by faith, what exquiſite diſtreſs muſt 
have overwhelmed this affectionate parent! How could 
he refrain from crying out, and with a flood of tears 
„If the decree cannot be reverſed; if it muſt be the 
fruit of my own body; O! that Iſhmael, the ſon of 


® 23 Sam. xvii. 33. ÞF 2 Sam. zi 3. 
B b 2 « the 
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“the handmaid—How ſhall I ſpeak it? My heart bleeds 
at the thought; at the thought even of hie expiring 
* agonies and untimely death. But as for Iſaac, the 
« fon of my beloved ſpouſe, the ſon of my old age, 
„the crown of all my labours—how ſhall I ſurvive 
« ſuch a loſs? | 

« My bowels! my bowels! I am pained at my very 
« heart, If it was only to diſmiſs him into ſome fo. 
« reign country, and not to ſee his face for many 
«years, even this would be a ſore trial: but to loſe 
« him by the ſtroke of death; to have him cut off out 
« of the land of the living! will not the blow that diſ- 
« patches him, be fatal to us both ? 

« Yet, if he mu/? die, and there is no remedy, may 
4 he not at leaſt expire by a natural diſſolution? May 
„ not ſome common diſtemper unlooſe the cords of life, 
« and lay him down gently in the tomb ? May not his 
fond mother and myſelt ſeal his er" eyes, and 
« ſoften his dying pangs by our tender offices??? 

No, Abraham. Thy ſon muſt be ſaugbtered on the 
altar. He ſhall have no other bed of death, than the 
Pile of hewn wood; no other winding-ſheet, than his 
own clotted gore. The ſacrificing knife, and not any 
common dilcaſe, ſhall bring him to his end.—And 
think not to ſatisfy thy ſorrowing fondr ws, by paying 
him the laſt honours of a decent interment. It is the 
LORD's will, that he be cut in pieces, conſumed to 
aſhes, and made a burnt-offering ; ſo that nothing ſhall 
remain to be preſcrved, or embalmed. It ſhall not 
be in thy power to ſooth thy grief, by reſorting to his 
grave, and weeping at his ſepulchre, and faying— 


Hlere lies Iſaac. 


« But if all muſt be executed, GOD forbid that I 
4 ſhonld behold the diſmal tragedy ! If my Ifaac 
« muſt be bound hand and foot for the ſlaughter ; if he 
« muſt receive the ſteel into his boſom, and welter in 
« his own innocent blood; O! let it be far, far from 
« the ſight of theſe eyes! 

Even this mitigation cannot be granted. Thou, 
Abraham, thou thyſelf mult ſtand by; mult look on; 


muſt ſee him ſlain.—Nay, thou muſt not only be an 


eye · witneſs of his agony, but be the executioner = thy 
bs aac. 
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Iſaac. Ves; thy hands muſt lift the deadly weapon; 
thy hands mult point it to the beloved breait ; % own 
hands mult urge its way, through the guſhing veins 
and the ſhivering fleſh, till it be plunged in the throb- 
bing heart. GOD will not permit the work to be done 
by another. The father, the father muſt be the mur- 


derer. 
Is not the wretched father unned and thunder- 


ftiruck ? Does he not ſtaud fixed in horrour, and ſpeecl:- 


leſs with grief? What words can be mournful enough 
to exp his ſorrows ?—To murder a fon! is it not 
impious, execrable, ſhocking ? Nature recoils at the ve- 
ry thought! how then can the beſt of fathers perform 
the deed? _ 

How ſhall he anſwer it to the wife of his boſom, the 
mother of the lovely youth? who bore him in her 
womb; who brought him forth with pain; and nurſed 
him up amidſt the fondeſt careſſes. Will ſhe not have 
reaſon to reproach Abrahain, and ſay, in the anguiſh, 
of her ſpirit, A bloody hu/band haſt there been to me 

How can he jultity it to the world? They will never 


be perſuaded, that the GOD of goodneis can delight 


in cruelty, or authoriſe ſo horrid an action. Will they 
not take up a taunting proverb, and ſay at every turn, 
« There goes the man, the monſter rather, that has 
« imbrued his hands in the blood of his own ſon! 
« This is he that pretends to piety; and yet could be 
“ fo ſavage as to aſſaſſinate, cooly and deliberately aſ- 
&« ſaſſinate, an only child Y'— Might not thouſands of 
ſuch conſiderations crowd into his thoughts,. and rack: 
his very ſoul? | 

But GOD is unchangeable. Poſitive is his word, 
and mult be obeyed. Obeyed immediately toos Take 
zow thy fon. The LORD's command requireth ſpeed. 
No time is to be loſt, in bidding, adieu to his relations, 
or in fruitleſs ſupplications for revoking the doom.— 
Prodigious trial! was ever precept like this precept ?— 
Yet, when JEHOVAH.- enjoins, to deliberate. is diſ- 
loyalty, to diſpute is rebellion. | 

This the patriarch knew. Therefore he waits: not 


* Exod. Iv. 25. | 1 
8 for 
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for a ſecond injunction.— He knew alſo, that obedience 
is no obedience, unleſs it be ing and cheerful. There. 
fore he conſults not with fleſh and blood. He is deaf 
to the arguings of carnal reaſon, and regards not the 
yearnings of paternal affeftien. But, without a mur- 
muring word, without a moment's delay, ſets forward 
on his journey. Not ſo much as betraying the leaſt 
uneaſineſs, to alarm his wife; nor heaving the leaſt 
ſigh, to create ſuſpicion in his attendants. 

And canſt thou, Abraham, canſt thou perſiſt in thy 

purpoſe} Can thy heart firmly reſolve, can thy hand 
ſteadily execute; execute this inexpreſſibly ſevere taſk !— 
Is not this child the heir of the promiſes, both tempo- 
ral, ſpiritual, and eternal ?—Is not the great MES- 
SAH, whoſe day thou haſt ſo paflionately deſired 
to ſee ; whole perſon is the hope of all the ends of the 
earth; is not that great MESSIAH to ſpring from his 
Joins ? from hit loins whom thou art about to kill !— 
The bleſſing, thou knoweit, is appropriated to him. 
The grand entail is ſettled upon him—upon Ifaac by 
name — upon Iſaac alone. If he periſh, all is loſt.— 
Canſt thou, then, at one blow, deſtroy the life of thy 
ſon ; ſacrifice all thy earthly joys; and cut off the 
hopes of the whole world ?—Will none of theſe conſi- 
derations diicourage, diſſuade, deter thee ? 

Moſt triumphant faith. indeed ! Deſervedly art thon 
ſtyled, The Father of the faithful. Thy faith is ſtrong- 
er than all the ties of affection; ſtronger than all the 
Pleas of nature; itronger than all the terrors of death— 
of a death, in its circumſtances and in its conſequen- 
ces, incomparably more dreadful than thy ewn. 

Now muft he travel, during three tedious- and, one 
would think, moſt — þ days; with his Iſaae 
- conſtantly before his eyes; with the tragical ſcene con- 
tinually preſenting itſelf to his apprehenſions; and no- 
thing to divert his mind from dwelling upon every af- 
flictive incident. Thus muſt he travel, aged as he is, 
to a great diſtance; in ſuſpenſe and uncertainty all the 
while. Not knowing where the fatal buſineſs is to be 
tranſacted; whether in a private ſpot, or on a public 
ſtage : Only on one of the mountains which the LORD 
will tell him ef. There ſcems to be a combination 
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all things, in order to aggravate the trial, and urge 
him to di quietude, it not to diſtraction. | 
On the third day, Abraham lift up his eyes, and ſaw 
the place afar of. Doleſul ſight! the ſlaughter-houſe 
of his ſon! Does not the proſpect alarm all his tender 
paſſions? No; it only awakens his circumſpection. The 
ſervants are commanded to advance no farther, Here 
they muſt take their ſtand, and keep their diſtance z 
leſt a well-meaning, but unſeaſonable compaſſion, ſhould 
prompt them to interpoſe.— He himſelt, with the fire 
and the knife in his hands, and his fon, with the bur- 
den of wood on his thoulders, went bath of them toge- 
ther. Who does not pity the dear devoted youth, toil- 
ing under that load, which muſt ſoon reek with his 
blood, and ſoon reduce him to athes ?—Mean-while the 
intended victim, wondering to ſee all theſe preparations 
made, and no proper animal near, aſks this pertinent 


queſtion; My father, behold the fire and the wood! but 


here is. the lamb for a burnt-offering * Nothing could 
be more tender and moving than this ſpeech, which 
difcovered ſuch a knowledge of religion, and ſuch a 
concern for its duties. Will not this rouſe the father's. 
anguiſh, and ſhake his determination? How can he be 
the death of ſo much innocence, and ſo much piety ? 
Faith overcomes all difficulties. Unmoved and in-- 
flexible, the patriarch replies, God will provide himſelf 
a lamb for a burnt-offering, my ſon . He hides the aw- 
ful tidings from the inquiſitive youth, leſt they ſhould 
be too heavy and afflictive for him to bear. Of his own 
firmneſs and perſeverance he was ſufficiently aſſured: 
but who can tell, whether Iſaac's courage and ſelf-· de- 


Abraham in this anſwer, like many of the other prophets in 
their predictions, ſeems not to have thoroughly underſtood the import 
of his own words, What he him(clf meant, I apprehend, is repre» 
ſented in the following paraphraſe of his ſpeech. Yet GOD ſo overs» 
ruled his tongue, that it more fully — the divine decree, than 
2 parental idea. : 

OD will provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-effering, Dn. 
Thus the — are K in che ande My ——_ ll, = 
cloſes the reply; that the tender accents may be leit to vibrate on 


| the father's ear, and the dear diſtreſſing image continue playing be- 


fore his mind. This, 1 think, is a delicacy not to be overlook- 
ed, and increaſes the pathos of the narrative. FS 


— nial 
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nial may be equal to ſuch a ſhock ? Therefore he ſmo. 
thers the brand in his own breait, and forbears as long 
as poſſible to diſcloſe the terrible ſecret. So they e 
both of them _ the one wondering at the ſtrange- 
neſs of the affair, and © not knowing that it is for his 
« life;” the other with a fire pent up in his bones, and 
fearing more to reveal, than to execute the work. 

And they came to the place, which GOD had told bin 
of: It is a mountain, far from the reſort of men. A 
doleful ſolitude indeed! Gloomy thades, and hoary 
trees; ragged rocks, and hideous precipices ; the ſound 
of headlong cataracts, mingled with the yell of rave- 
nous beaſts; have made ſome mountains extremely for- 
midable. But all theſe circumſtances, wild and tre- 
mendous as they are, could never create a terror 
comparable to the ſadneſs and horrour of this ſingle 
thought; Here my Iſaac mult bleed; on this emi- 
„ nence he breathes his laſt.“ 

I ſhould not wonder to ſee the patriarch overwhelm- 
ed with conſternation 5 his thoughts loſt in a tumult of 
fear, trepidation, and perplexity ; ſo as not to know 
either where to begin, or how to proceed, or what to 
do. But Abraham 1s all compoſure. He diſpatches the 
preparatory buſinets without the leaſt heſitation, or the 
leaſt precipitancy ; as calmly, as when “ rich in cattle, 
„ in filver, and in gold,“ he reared his tent between 
Bethel and Hai. 

Abraham builds an altar there. An altar, ſpacious, 
ſtrong, and regular. Spacious, that it may receive; 
ſtrong, that it may ſuſtain the victim; and regular, that 
every thing may be trauſacted with the utmoit deco- 
rum *. . he lays the wood in order; not huddles it 
together with haſte and confuſion into a rude heap, but 
places each piece in the propereſt ſituation to admit the 
flames, and accelerate the conſumption of the ſacri- 
fice.— How mult this ſlow proceſs, and all theſe ſolemn 


* The Scriptures are generally conciſe in their narratives. But 
the relation of this ſtory is remarkably circumftantin/; the more 
eficually to engage our attention, and intereſt our affections, as 
well as the more iNuſtriouſly to diſplay the numerous difficulties, 
and the preſſing trials, which. the heroie patriarch encountered ſur- 


mounted—tyumphed over, | 3 
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formalities, afford leiſure for reflection to ſtrike deep, 
and employ all her (tings! 

Every thing is now ready for the moſt aſtoniſhing 
and dreadful act of obedience that men or angels ever 
beheld. And now Abraham diſcloſes the ſtartling ſe- 
cret: “ Didit thou inquire concerning the lamb ? 
Thou thyſelf, my dear child, art the lamb provided 
« for the burnt- offering.— Be not amazed. Let not 
« thy heart fail.— The GOD, who beſtowed thee on 
« my longing deſires, is pleaſed to require thee again 
« at my hand.— The LORD gave, and the LORD 
.« taketh away, let us both adore the name of the 
4 LORD.—Let us confide in his promiſed goodneſs, 
« and unanimouſly profeſs, Though he flay me, yet will 
« ] truſt in him.” | 

It does not appear that the amiable youth e or 
gainſared. He had ſtrength enough to oppoſe, and 
ipeed enough to eſcape *, the attempts of an aged fa- 
ther; either or both of which the law of ſelf-preſerva- 
tion might ſeem to diate, and the light of reaſon to 
juſtify, But Iſaac knew that his father was a prophet. 
In this prophetical character, he fees and acknowledges 
the warrant of heaven; and, ſince his CREATOR 
calls, he is content to go.—Excellent Iſaac! Who does 
not admire thy courage ? Who 1s not charmed with thy 
relignation ? And mult we in a few minutes, muſt we 
ſee thee a pale, a bloody, a breathleſs corple ? 

Methinks, I ſhudder as we draw near the direful ca- 
taſtrophe. The father knows not how to relent, and 
the fon offers his willing throat to the knife. Never- 
theleſs, that the work of deſtiny may be ſure, and 
no one particular relating to a facriice omitted, 4bra- 
ham binds Iſaac his fon. ] have known a ſtubborn ma- 
lefator quite unalarmed when ſentenced to the igno- 
minious tree; not at all impreſſed with the molt awful 


According to Joſephus, Iſaac was, when he ſobmitted himſelf 
to the ſlaughter, about twenty-five years old. Others think, his age 
was thirty-three; which makes him more exactly reſemble his ſuf- 
fcring LORD. Then his father muſt be above 2 hundred and thir- 
ty years old. Either account will juſtify Aſpaſio's ſuppoſition. 


t-His will leaæx jira Fivobnoiw; Hd d, 
yFepre® 


In 
Clem. Rom. al Coruuth. 
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repreſentations of eternal jndgment ; yet, when a per- 
ſon came to meaſure him for his coffin, the hardened 
wretch was hard no longer. He ſtarted, turned pale, 
and trembled in every joint, Even ſuch a circumſtance 
makes no impreſſion on Abraham; neither alters his 
purpoſe, nor changes his couftitenance. He meaturcs 
his Iſaac; meaſures thoſe limbs, which he had fo fre- 
quently embraced, and ſo tenderly careſſed, if not tor 
the coffin, yet for immediate ſlaughter. 

Having bound him ſurpriſing reſolution bound 
him for the ſword and for the flame, he /ays him upon 
the altar on the wood. There now lies Iſaac; the dear, 
the. dutiful, the religious Iſaac! Abraham's joy ; Sa- 

rah's delight; the heir of the promiſes! There he lies, 
all meek and reſigned, expecting every moment the 
ſtroke of death to fall.— O parents! parents! do not 
your bowels yearn? Is not humanity itſelf diſtreſſed at 
the ſcene — Say, thou who art a father, what thinkeſt 
thou of Abraham's obedience ? Couldſt thou to /uch a 
fon have ated ſuch a part? 

See! the father, reſolute to the very laſt, unſheaths 
the murdering blade; makes bare the innocent boſom ; 
and marks the place where life may find the ſpeedieit 
exit. His heart is fixed! he ſtretches forth his hand; he 
lifts the ſharpened ſteel ; and, determined to finith at a 
blow, is even now aiming—When—rejoice, O ye wor- 
{ſhippers of a gracious GOD! break forth into ſinging, 
ye that are in pain for the tried parent! the LORD 
Almighty interpoſes in this article of extreme need “. 
The ANGEL of the covenant ſpeaks from heaven, 


Upon this moſt ſeaſonable interpoſition, the inſpired hiſtorian 
makes a very judicious and edifying remark, which ſeems to be 
greatly obſcured, if not entirely ſpoiled, by our tranflition ; In the 
mount of the LORD it ſhall be ſeen. I muſt confeſs, I have always 
been puzzled to find not only a pertinent ſenſe, but any ſenſe at all, 
in theſe words: whereas the original is as clear in its ſignification, as 
it is appoſite to the purpoſe—mxv mn In the mount the LORD 
"will be ſeen, or In the mount the LORD will provide. 9. d.“ This 
*« memorable event gave riſe to, at leaſt is an eminent exemplifica- 
tion of, that proverbial expreſſion, which is commonly uſed at 
% this day. In the mount of difficulty, or in the very criſis of 
„ need, when matters ſeem to be irretrievable and deſperate, then 
* the LORD will appear as a preſent help. Man's extremity is 
„GO opportunity.” Sce Gen. xxil. 14. 


and 


4 

. 

* 

p 
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and with-holds the patriarch's hand, in the very act to 
ſtrike. GOD, who only intended to manifeft his faith, 
and make it honzurable, bids him do no harm to the lod. 
Yea, GOD applauds his obedience, and ſubſtitutes an- 
other ſacrifice in Iſaac's ftead, renews his covenant 
with the father, and not only reprieves the life of the 
ſon, but promiſes him a numerous and illuſtrious iſſue; 
promiſes to make him the progenitor of the MES.” 
SIA, and thereby a bleſſing to all the nations of the 

Tell me now, Theron, was there ever ſuch an aſto- 
niſhing effort of obedience ? ſuch a perfect prodigy of 
reſignation? YET THIS HATH Fairn pont f.—lIf you 
ſhould: aſk, How was it poſſible for Abraham to per- 
form all this in the manner deſcribed ? The anſwer is 
obvious : Becauſe Abraham Berrtver, or, in other 
words, was fully perſuaded, that the arm of the 
LORD, which had raiſed this. ſon from the barren 
womb, was able to raiſe him again even from diſſected 
limbs, or from ſmeking ® aſhes. —The ſame GOD, who 
required this ſacrifice, had expreſsly declared, In Iſaac 


+ Heb. xi. 19. By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 
Tſaac.—The faith, of which ſuch glorious things are ſpoken, to 
which ſuch admirable achievements are aſcribed, throughout this 
whole chapter, was a faith“ in the ſeed of the woman, the pro- 
' miſed MESSIAH, ——Or could it be demonſtrated, (which from 
verſe 26 alone I will venture to pronounce impoſſible), that in all 
theſe heroic inſtances of obedience, there was no believing regard to 
CHRIST; no apprehenſion of his unſpeakable love; no applica- 
tion of his tranſcendent merits ; our argument wonld not loſe its 
force, but ſtrike with redonbled energy: for, if a belief in very infe- 
riour manifeſtations of the divine goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and power, 
wrought ſo efficaciouſly on thoſe ancient worthies, how much more 
victoriouſly muſt the ſame principle act, under far brighter difplays 
of all the ſupreme perfections, in the perſon of JESUS CHRIST !— 
1 would only add, that, fo long as this chapter remains in the Bi- 
ble, it will farniſh an unanſwerable confutation of thoſe objections, 
which ſuppoſe the doctrine of faith to have an unkindly influence on 
religious or virtuous practice. Againſt all ſuch cavils, it will tand 
faſt for evermore as the moon, and as the faithful witneſs in heaven. 


He ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but the imme- 
dale reſtoration of his ſlain ſon; that he ſhould be revived on the 
very ſpot, before he left the place, ſo as to accompany his return: 
for he ſays to his ſervants, not I, but we will go, and worſhip, and 
return. mann Ver. 5. | 

| ſhall 
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ſhall thy ſeed be called. Therefore the patriarch aſſured 

himſelf, that the promiſe would, in a way known to 
infinite Wiſdom, be moſt punctually accompliſhed. 
Hence he made no diſpute, and felt no reluctance. His 
faith diſregarded all the contrariety of appearances, ba- 
niſhed every uneaſy apprehenſion ; and neither fear 
nor ſorrow had place in his breaſt. Confident of 
GOD's ability, and making no doubt of his fidelity, 
he 'readily and cheerfully * obeyed. 

You admire, and very juſtly, this heroic a& of obe- 
dience. A ſon, for whom he waited ſo long received 
in ſo extraordinary a manner—upon whom his heart 
was ſfet—in whom all. his ex ions centred—who 


This account is ſo very extraordinary, that I ſhall not be ſur- 
priſed, if the reader finds ſome difficulty in giving his aſſent to it. 
Eſpecially, as he may have accuſtomed himſelf to form very diffe- 
rent conceptions of this remarkable affair, and may poſſibly be con- 
firmed in a diffcrent train of ideas, by ſecing a repreſentation of the 
ſtory in a celebrated prixt, Where the father appears, claſping 
his ſon in a tender embrace, bedewing him with his tears, and ſof- 
fering as much through grief, as the devoted youth is going to ſuf- 
fer by the knife. But the artiſt, I apprehend, had not ſo attentive- 
ly examined the circumſtances of the ſacred narrative, nor ſo care- 
fully compared them with other paſſages of ſcripture, as a judicious 
and warthy friend of mine; from whom I learnt to conſider this 
wonderful tranſaction in the above repreſented view. And I muſt 
confeſs, the more I revolve it in my mind, the more I am convinced. 
of its propriety and truth. That all was tranſacted, not with great 
reluctance and extreme anguiſh ; but, as Chryſoſtom very firongly 
ſpeaks, ufa Grvons Kai S t , with ala- 
rity and zeal, with intenſe deſire and complacential delight. 

flatter myſelf the reader will be of the ſame opinios, if he 
pleaſes to conſult the tenth chapter of Leviticus. Where Nadab 
and Abihu, the ſons of Aaron, are devoured by fire from before 
the LORD. Yet Aaron is not allowed to mourn, even at ſuch a 
terrible and afflitive viſitation. And when, throuth the frailty of 
human nature, he could not wholly refrain, he durſt not preſume 
to cat of the lin-offering. Such things, ſays he, have befallen me, i 
TI bad eaten of the fin-offering, ſhould it have been accepted in the ſight 
of the LORD ?—Let me add, that we find not the leaſt indication 
of ſuch agonizing ſorrow, nor indeed of any ſorrow at all, in the hiſ- 
tory as related by Moſes. Neither could Abraham have been a 
proper type of the eternal FATHER, making his only begotten 
SON a facrifice for fin, if he had not willingly offered up Iſaac. 
Indeed to offer willingly, ſcems to have been abſolutely neceſſory, 
In every acceptable oblation, and every religious ſervice, Sec 2 Cor. 
It, 7. 1 Chron. xxyili. 9. 
alone 
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alone could convey to all nations the promiſed bleſſing—- 
to offer this fon as a ſacrifice, and that by his owz 
hand—never was ſuch an inſtance of obedience per- 
formed, attempted, or heard of. —Yet we ſhall both do 
well to remember, that Abraham was not juſtified by 
this, but by the infinitely more noble obedience of JE- 
SUS CHRIST. His faith, receiving this, relying on 
this, 2 in this, diſpoſed and enabled him ſor 
ſuch wonderful ſelf- denial, fortitude, and duty. 

If all this, which would otherwiſe have been utterly 
impracticable, was wrought by faith, you need not 
ſuſpect, of weakneſs and inſufficiency, ſo approved a prin- 
ciple. Far, far from enervating, it will invigorate 
every good diſpoſition ; and, inltead of damping, will 
give lite to every religious duty.—Cheriſh faith, and 
you will of © courſe cultivate obedience, Water this 
root, and the branches of univerſal godlineſs will aſſu- 
redly partake the beneficial effects; will ſpread their 
honours, and bring forth their fruits. — Through the 
power of faith the ante have wrought righteouſneſs, 
in all its magnanimous and exemplary acts.— The doc- 
trine of faith is called by St. Paul, a dectrine according 
to godlineſ;* ; exquiſitely contrived to anſwer all the 
ends, and ſecure every intereſt of .real. piety.—The 
grace of faith St. Jude ſtyles, our maſt holy faith t in- 
timating, that it is not only productive of holineſs, but 
that the moſt refned and exalted holineſs ariſes from this 
ſtock, is produced by believing in JESUS. 

Let us then be diligent to exerciſe, and careful to in- 
creaſe faith in JESUS CHRIST. Let us maintain 
the ſame zealous ſolicitude for this leading capital 
grave, as the renowned Epaminondas exprefled for his 

eld. When that gallant general was, in an en- 
gagement with the enemy, ſtruck to the ground, his 
toldiers carried him off, breathleſs and fainting to his 
tent, The moment he opened his eyes, and recovered 
the uſe of ſpeech, he aſked—not whether his wound 
was mortal? not whether his troops were routed ?— 
but whether his /ie/d was ſafe May we be enabled, 
my dear friend, to keep our ſhield ſafe! May we be 


* r Tim. vi. 3. + Jude 20, 
Vol. II. Ce ſtrong, 
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firong, be ſteady, be /ively in faith! Then, I doubt not, 


we 
ſelves, and abound in the works of the LORD. 

The apoſtle prays, in behalf of his Ephefian converts, 
that they may every one enjoy the privileges of grace, 
and each experience the efficacy of faith. Or, to uſe 
his own animated words, that they may know what ir 
the hope of their calling in CHRIST JESUS; and wht 
is the exceeding greatneſs of his power to them-ward auf 
believe. Than which prayer, nothing can cloſe either 
this or the preceding letter, with more propriety, or 
with greater dignity ; as nothing can more fully ex- 
preſs the ſentiments, the wiſhes, the very ſoul of 


Your maſi affettionate 
A$SPAS10, 


P. S. I faid, © The infinitely more noble obedience of 


« TESUS CHRIST.” — For, to this obedience 1 
would have our thoughts continually directed. This 
ſurpaſſes the ſervices both of angels and men, in all 
their various and wonderful orders. Tis true, com- 
pared with our duties, Abraham's obedience is like 
Saul's ſtature, who, from his ſhoulders and upward, 
wvas higher than any of the people. But when the righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST comes into view, it is ſoma- 
what like that magnificent perſonage deſcribed by St. 
John in the tenth of the Revelation +.—Should ſuch 
a ſublime and majeſtic Being appear amidſt an at- 
ſembly of the moſt renowned monarchs in the world, 
how would their ſplendour be eclipſed, and all their 
grandeur dwindle into meanneſs ! Before ſuch an il- 
luſtrious Potentate of heaven, who would take no- 
tice of Cæſar, or beſtow a look upon Alexander? $9 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, being the righteouſ- 
neſs of HIM who lay in the boſom of the FA- 
THER from eternity; the righteouſneſs of HIM 
who now ſits on the right hand of the throne of the 


* Eph. i. 18. 

+ Tf the reader pleaſes, he may ſce this beautiful and grand picce 
of imagery illaſtAted in Hervey's Meditations, Vol. ii. p. 21 
Edit, 1 | 5 

| | Majeſty 


all give glory to GOD, receive comfort to our- 
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Majeſty in the heavens ; this righteouſneſs being in 
itſelf moſt conſummately perfect, and unſpeakably 
ennobled by the dignity of the performer ; all other 
kinds, degrees, or forms of righteouſneſs, ſhrink be- 
fore it into the littleneſs of pigmies, of worms, of mites. 
Could they ſpeak, the language of each would be, 
&« [Look not upon me, for J am dim, yea, I am black: 
but look upon your LORD, for HIS works are 
marvellous, and HE is glorious in his holineſs.” 


WM 


— — 
Ln —— 


LETTER XII. 


As PAS 10 to T HERON, 


a. 

Dear TükEROxR, 

is very probable, while I am reading yours, you 

are peruſing mine. But how unlike is my triend to 
the repreſentation he receives! How unlike the ſatisfied, 
unſuſpeRing, cheerful Abraham! Why this djefed air 
in your temper? Why theſe per/ive ſtrokes in your let- 
ter * Let me anticipate your reply, and make an- 
ſwer to myſelf. —This gloom, I truſt, is a ſign of ap- 
proaching day. Juſt before the morning dawn, the 
nocturnal darkneſs is blackeſt. And juſt before the ap- 
pearance of the SUN of RIGHTEOUSNESS, the 
alarmed ſinner's diſtreſs is frequently the deepeſt. I 
promiſe myſelf the hour is at hand, which will put of” 
your ſackcloth, and gird you with pladneſs. 

Another favourable preſage is, that you take the di- 
rect and certain way to obtain ſubſtantial comfort. The 
righteouſneſs of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, after 
which you inquire, about which you are ſolicitous, is a 
never - failing ſource of conſolation. Becauſe it acquits 
from all fin, ſecures from all condemnation, and ren- 
ders the believer unblameable and unreproveable in the 


fight of GOD. Therefore, ſays the HOLY GHOST, 


®* Theron's letter is ſuppreſſed ; becauſe a great part of it, or 
what is much to the ſame purpoſe, will occur in the following dia- 
logues; where he opens his conſcience, and diſcloſcs his ſcruples, 
fears, and diſtreſſes. 


Cc2 1 


og 
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his name is as ointment poured forth“. even that divinely 
precious name-—by which he has been celebrated in 
the preceding epiſtles; by which he is diſtinguiſhed in 
the {criptures of truth; by which, I hope, he will be 
more and more revealed in my Theron's mind THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. The diſcovery 
of him under this moſt amiable and glorious capacity, 
will indeed be like breaking open a vial of the richeſt 
unguents. Which not only fill the room, and regale 
the ſenſe with their delighiful fragrance ; but refreſh 
the ſpirits, and rejoice the very heart — Might my wri- 
ting, or my diſcourſe, be as the a/abaſter-box, to con- 
ian, to convey, and preſent theſe reviving odours ; 
low highly ſhould I think myſelf honoured, and how 
ſignally my endeavours bleſſed ! 

You aſk, © How this righteonſneſs cf the divine 
e REDEEMER becomes ours? —It is a queſtion, 
which I receive with the utmoſt pleaſure; and, with 
equal pleaſure, ſhall attempt an anſwer. Or rather, as 
the SPIRTT of our GOD prompted the firlt, may the 
ſame unerring GUIDE ſuggeſt the laſt !—This he has 
abundantly done by his prophets and apoſtles : ſo that 
I need only have recourſe to their writings, and collect 
ſome of the hints which he treaſured up in thoſe ſtore- 
houſes of wiſdom. 

There we are often told of union with CH RIST. 
Believers are faid to be iz CHRIST+, and to be one 
with CHRIST j.—What is ſtill higher, and implies a 

eater degree of nearneſs, they are members of Fs body, 
of his fleſh, and of bis bene, || .—And, which denotes the 
moſt intimate connection imaginable, they that are j9ir- 
ed to the LORD FESUS, are one ſpirit $ with him |— 
As theſe expreſſions appear dark, and their ſenſe lies 
deep, it has pleaſed our all-condeſcending INSTRUC- 
TOR to illuſtrate them by a variety of ſignificant types 
and lively ſimilitudes. This remark very opportunely 
reminds me of an engagement, which, ſome time ago, 
I undertook to execute, but have hitherto omitted Lo 
make it evident, that the bleſſed doctrine, for which 


Cant. i. 3. + Col. i. 2. 4 Heb. ii. 11. 
Eh. v. 30. $ 1 Cor, vi. 17. 
we 
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we have been pleading, is deducible from ſeveral ſcripture 
images *. A ſhort deicant upon ſome of the principal, 
will, I hope, at once diſcharge my former obligation, 
and ſatisfy your preſent inquiry. ' 

This was ſhadowed forth by the coſtly, odoriferous, 


flowing unguent, poured upon Aaron's head; which 


ran down upon his beard, and deſcended. to the ſkirts f of 
his clothing. So the merits of our great HIGH- 
PRIEST are derived down to all the faithful ; even 


' thoſe of the meaneſt Ration in life, and the loweſt at- 


tainments in religion. | 

Was it not typified by that inſtructive viſion which 
the prophet Zechariah ſaw ? I have hooked, and, behold ! a 
candleſtick all of gold, with a bowl upon the tap of it, and 
his ſeven lamps thereon, and ſeven pipes to the ſeven lamps 
ewhich auere upon the top thereof: and two 5live-trees by it, 
ene upon the right fid? of the boaul, and the other upon the 
left fide thereof 3 which, through two golden pipes, empty 
the golden oil out of themſelves}, The bowl and the 
lamps were a proper emblem of believers, who are, 
by nature, dry veſſels, and deſtitute of all good; yet 
ſhould ihine as lights in the midit of a crooked and 
perverſe generation,—The olive-trees, arrayed in ver- 
dure, and abounding with ſap, always emptying them- 
ſelves, yet ever full, are a very juſt repreſentation of 
CHRIST, of his unchangeable love, and his inex- 
hauitible grace.— The golden piper, through which the 
olive-branches tranſmit their oil, ſeem to be figurative 


of faith, in its various and repeated actings. By theſe 
channels of conveyance, the unſpeakable benefits of a 


REDEEMER are communicated to our fouls, and re- 
pleniſh thoſe empty baſons. 


® See Vol ii. p. 42. 

+ Pal. exxxiii. 2. What we render ſkirts, is, in the original, 
not Don, but YT ®, the mouth, or, as the word is tranſlated, 
(Job xxx. 18,) wwe collar of his garments. It is hardly ſappoſable, 
that the conſecrating oil flowed down to the very b ttom of the ſ.- 
cerdotal veſtmeuts: but we may caſily imagine 1; reaching the up- 
per hem, or the opening round the neck, whatthe Greeks call 
Tei gn This ſenſe will ſufficiently preſerve the gradation: 
the head; the beard; the clothes; which ſeem to denote CHRIST, 
his more advanced ſaints, and believers of a lower claſs. 

4 Zech. iv. u, 3, 12. 
Cc 3 Another 


q 
: 
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Another type the apoltle mentions. The fir Adam, 
he ſays, was 4 figure of him that was to come. 80 
eminent a figure, and correſponding in ſo many inſtan- 
ces, that he ſtyles our LORD JESUS the la Adam}. 
And why? Becauſe, like the firſt, he was a covenart- 
head to his people, and tranſacted in their ſtead. Were 
we made ſinners in Adam? We are made righteons in 
CHRIST. Is Adam's fin imputed to all his natural 
offspring? So is CHRIST's righteouſneſs to all his {pi- 
ritual ſeed. —The conſequences of both render the doc- 
trine more intelligible, and the truth more undeniable. 
All men are judged, condemned, dead ; doomed inevi- 
tably to the death of the body, and juſtly liable to the 
death of the foul, on the ſcore of Adam's tranſgreſſion. 
All believers are acquitted, juſtified, faved || ; ſaved 
from the frſt death, and made heirs of the reſurrec- 
tion; ſaved from the ſecond death, and entitled to life 
eternal, by virtue of CHRIST”s obedience, b 

This union with CHRIST was not only prefigured- 
by types, but diſplayed by a variety of ſimilitudes ta- 
ken from the moſt familiar occurrences of life. By 
which it appears to be our Divine MASTER's will, 
that we ſhould live under the habitual belizf of this mo- 
mentous truth, and in the conſtant enjoyment of this di- 
ſtinguiſhed privilege. —You cannot viſit a friend, or 
view your children; you cannot enter your garden, 
diſcourſe with your ſpouſe, or contemplate your own 
body, without a repreſentation and a remembrancer of 
this precious blefling. 

.. CHRIST ſays to his diſciples, Henceforth 7 call you 
nat ſervants but friends $. Friends are a ſecond ſelf . 
St. Paul, ſpeaking of Oneſimus, uſes this remarkable 
phraſe, Receive him, as myſelf; and, which is {till more 
emphatical, Receive him that is mine own bowels ©, Is 

not CHRIS T's friendſhip of the moſt tender and exalt- 
ed kind? Is it not equal, is it not ſuperiour, infinitely 
ſuperiour to that of Paul for Oneſimus, or that of 


„Rom v. 14. Þ 1 Cor. xv. 459- f Rom. v. 15, 16. 
Rom. v. 19, 21. $ John xv. 15. | 
+ Horace calls his friend Virgil, Auimæ dimidium mes. 
J Phileca 12, 17. 
Jonathan 
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Jonathan for David? Jonathan loved David as his own 
foul : but CHRIST loved ſinners with a love ſtronger 
than death. They were dearer to him than his own in- 
eſtimable liſe.— Jonathan expoſed himſelf to imminent 
danger in vindicating David's conduct: JESUS ſurren- 
dered himſelf to certain death, in making reconciliation 
for our oſſences. Jonathan interceded once and again 
with his father in David's behalf: CHRIST ever li- 
veth to plead his blood, and make interceſſion for tranſ- 
grefſors.— Jonathan ſtripped himſelf of the robe that was 
upon him, and gave it to David, and his garment, even 
to his ſauord, and his bow, and his girdle ||}. Our RE- 
DEEMER, without (tripping himſelf, has clothed us 
(ſuch is the prerogative of a divme perſon!) with the 
robe of his righteouſneſs, and with the garment of his 
ſalvation. He bas conſigned over to us all the merit 
of bis holy life and propitiatory death. 

CHRIST ſtands related to his people, not as a friend 
only, but as a parent. He is called by a prophet, THE 
EVERLASTING FATAER *; and we are ſaid, by 
an apoſtle, to be his children F— Children look upon 
themſelves as intereſted in the wealth of their parents. 
They expect, and not without reaſonable ground, to 
reap benefit from it while the parents live, and to 
become poſſeſſors of it when they die. Accordingly, - 
the father ſays, in the goſpel, Son, all that I have is 
thine ,—Since the High and Holy IMMANUEL 
vouchſafes to be our FATHER, can we ſuppoſe Him 
leſs generous than an earthly parent? Or can we ima- 
gine that hi children ſhall have leſs to hope than the 

irs of an earthly progenitor? May we not, ought we 
not to regard all his communicable goods, all the be- 
vefits reſulting from his meritorious tufferings and per- 
fect obedience, as our portion 2—Efpecially, ſince He 
is the Ze/tator © allo ; has bequeathed them to us by 
will; and, having ſubmitted to death, they become le- 
gally ours. | 5 

Jam the VINE, ſays our LORD, ye are the branch- 
es g. They who believe are ingraſted iuto CHRIST. 


5 II Sam, xvii. 4. ® Tai. vi. 9. + Heh. i. 13. 
1 Luke xv. 31. I Heb. ix. 27. John xv. 3. 
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Take notice of a cyon. What are the conſequences of 
its ingrafture? It is embodied with the ſubitance of the 
tree, and partakes of its fatneſs. The ſap, imbibed by 
the root, circulates into it, gives it vegetable life, fills 
it with buds, decks it with bloſſoms, and loads it with 
fruit. —If then we are one with CHRIST, as much as 
the branch is one with the ſtock, it ſhould ſeem proba- 
ble, even upon the principles of common experience, 
that his wi/dom is ours, to enlighten us; his righteou/- 
neſs is ours, to juſtify us; his Spirit is ours, to ſanctity 
us; his redemption is ours, to make us completely and 
eternally happy. What ſeems probable from the na- 
ture of things, is rendered certain by the word of re- 
velation: for thus faith our unerring teacher, Of him 
are ye in CHRIST FESUS, who of GOD is made un- 
to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanttification, and redem#tion. 
Jn CHRIST FESUS ; here the union is expreſſed. 
Then follows, and from thence flows, a communion with 
him in all his mediatorial bleſſings. 
CHRIST is united to his people by a tie cloſer and 
dearer than the parental. They are not only his chil- 
dren but his ſpouſe. He is often called their bride- 
groom, and is not aſhamed to avow the tender engage- 
ment; I will betroth thee to me for ever. Yea, 2 wilt 
betroth thee unto me in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, 
and in lewing-kindneſs, and in mercies. I will even be- 
troth thee unto me in faithfulneſs *. The condeſcending 
GOD multiplies, diverlifies, accumulates his words; 
and this with admirable propriety, as well as ſurpaſſing 
goodneſs. The honour is ſo high, and the favour ſo 
great, we ſhould hardly know how to believe it, and 
hardly venture to apply it. Leſt, therefore, by a ſingle 
—_ expreſſion it ſhould not be ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, it 
ftands ratified by repeated afleverations, and with all 
the energy of language. So that, be the grace ever 
fo aſtonithing, we are aſſured the fact is equally certain, 
He that is ovr MAKER is alſo our HLUSBAND +. 
| - | Let 


®* Ho. ii. 19, 20, 
+ Ifai. liv. g. Thy MAKER is thy bu/band; the LORD of Hefts 
ig his name; thy REDEEMER, the Holy One of Iſrael, the GOD 


ef the whole carib, all He be called. Wonderfully emphatical, and 
* unſpeakably 


*% 


Let. 12. ASPASIO ro THERON: zog 


Let us conſider what follows upon ſuch an union. 
We may take for an example the caſe of Boaz and 
Ruth. Soon as their nuptials were ſolemnized, ſhe 
that was poor became rich: irom a gleaner in the ficld 
ſhe commenced it eſt of the harveſt; and, from a- 
biding by the maidens, had a feat at the maſter's ta- 
ble.—-If we are united to CHRIST by a marriage 
contract, the ſame effects take place: we that were poor, 
are rich rich in him; we who had nothing, poſſeſs all 
things in CHRIST ; we that dwell in duſt, are made 
to fit together with our exalted HUSBAND in heaven- 


ly places *, 


unſpeakably precious words !—Thy MAKER is thy huſband. Left 

any, amaze at this eondeſeenſion and grace, ſhould ſtagger through 

unbeiief, and attempt to qualify the expreſſion ; leſt a ſuſpicion 

ſhould ariſe, that the expreſſion, thus connected, can never mean 

the ſ{elf-exiſtent, the eternal, infinite GOD, the prephet explains 
himſelf. The LORD of Hoſts is bis name. He is no inferior or 

ſubordinate perſon, He is none other than the ſupreme omnipotent 
JEHOVAH; who does according to his will, among the -armies 

of the ſky, and the reptiles of the grongd.—As this is a doctrine 

of the laſt importance, the ſacred writer pours greater light upon 

it, and aſcertains it with greater preciſion. The Haly One of Iſrael 
is his name; poſſeſſed of all holineſs, perfection, und glory; whom 

the church in all ages and places, acknowledge as the one adorable 

object of their worſhip, their hope, their faith. To eſtabliſh, be- 

yond all contradiction, this moſt joyons and raviſhing truth, it is 

farther declared, The GOD, not of lirael only, but of the whole 

earth, and of all the nations, hall He be called. Yes; HE, who is 

the huſband of his people, and loves them with the complacency of 
a bridegroom, HE now is, and ſooner or latter {hall be recognized, 

as the ple proprietor of the univerſe. As the Creator, Governor, 

and GOD of all men, creatures, and things. 

Let the reader, at his leiſure, compare the foregoing text wich 
thoſe puſſages in the New 'Feltament, which repreſent CHRIST as 
the bridegrovm and hutband of his church. The compariſon will 

yield a maſt delightful and inconteſtable proof, that our SAVIOUR, 
is the LORD of Hats, the Holy One of Ifrael, the GOD of the whole 
earth. A truth which ſhould never depart from our minds, which 
ſhould be interwoven with all our meditations on CHRIST ; ſince 
it gives much the ſame addition of beauty, dignity, and glory, to 
the privileges of the goſpel, and the whole plan of redemption, 
which the light of the ſun gives to the flowers of the garden, the 
proſpects of the field, and the whole face of nature. Sc Joha iii. 
29. Rev. xxi. 9. 2 Cor. xi. 2. | 


» Eph. ii. 6. 


Tf 
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If you chuſe ſome modern exemplification, what can 
be more pertinent than the remarkable inſtance of your 
neighbour Arietta? She was lately left a widow, by 
the diſſolute and extravagant Bellario. Her cirumſtan- 
ces milerably embarraſſed, and the eitate deeply mort- 
gaged. Her friends looked ſhy, and her creditors be- 
came ciamorous. Scarce a day paſſed but it made ſome 
new diicovery of debts contracted by the deceaſed ; ſo 
that the affairs of the turvivor appeared with a more 
melancholy aſpect, and in a leſs retrievable condition. 
But having won, firſt the compaſſion, then the affec- 
tion, of the wealthy and illuſtrious Philander, how 
happily is the face of things altered! All her debts de- 
volve upon him, and all his dignity is derived to her +. 
He ſtands reſponſible for whatever ſhe owes ; and ſhe 
is a ſharer in whatever he poſſeſſes. Vhough ruined by 
her late huſband, the is more than reſtored by her pre- 
ſent ; has reaſon to rejoice in his afluence, and to 

lory in his honours. —Have not we alſo reaſon to re- 
joice in our heavenly BRIDEGROOM, ſince a far 
more glorious exchange ſubſiſts between him and his 
myſtical ſpouſe ? He has bore the carſe, that we may 
inherit the being. Sin was charged on him, that 
22 might be imputed to us. In a word, he 
has ſuſtained our deplorable miſeries, that he might 
impart to us his unſearchable treaſures. Does the law 
demand perfect purity of nature, and perfedt obedience 
of life? It mult go to him for ſatisfation, Do we 
want grace, and glory, and every good thing? We 
may look to him for a ſupply. To HIM, Theron, in 
whom it has pleaſed the FAT HER, that all fulneſs ſhould 
dwell *. 

If any thing can expreſs an union more intimate 
and inſeparable than the conjugal, it is that of the 


. DP * 
+ Ubi tu Caius, ibi ego Caia, was the Roman maxim. Agreeably 
to this rule, Which has obtained among all civilized nations, the 
Scripture calls ihe church by the name of her Hu/band, and the di- 
vine Huſband by the name of the charch : to denote that inter- 
changeable relation, and communion of intereſts, which reſult from 
ſuch x conjugal ſtate, Compare Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, with Iſai. xlix. 3. 
and Jer. Xxa1ll. 15, 16. | 

| ®* Col. i. 19. 
members 
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members with the head. This image is uſed by the 
HOLY GHOST, to ſhadow forth the connection be- 
tween CHRIST and the faithful. He is the head 
over all things, with reſpect to rule and ſupremacy; but 
a head of lie and influence, with reſpect to the church T. 
The head and the members conſtitute one natural bo- 
dy; CHRIST and his church compoſe one myſtical 
body. What kindneſs is done, What injury is offered 
to the members, the head regards them as done to 
itſelf. Accordingly CHRIST fays to the outrageous 
Saul, who made havock of the church, Saul, Saul, 
avhy perſecuteſt thou ME |? He declares, concerning 
thoſe mdigent Chriſtians to whoſe neceſſities we admi- 
niſter relief, Ilaſinuch as ye have done it unto them, ye 
have done it unto ME *,—The animal ſpirits formed in 
the head, are formed for the benefit of the whole bo- 
dy, and defigned for the uſe of all the members: is 
the righteouſneſs wronght by JESUS CHRIST, is 
wrought out for his whole myſtical body, and intended 
for the advantage of all his people; to be the conſtitu- 
ent cauſe of their juſtification, and the meritorious 
cauſe of their ſalvation. 

Being then ſo nearly related, ſo cloſely united, to the 
blefled JESUS, it is no wonder, that believers are now 
loved with the ſame fatherly love, and will hereafter be 
partakers of the ſame heavenly glory [|.—What might 
we not expect from the ever-faithful REDEEMER, if 
he vouchſaied to acknowledge but ne of theſe endear- 
ing names? Since he has engaged himſelf to us by all 
the ties of affinity and affection, may we not promiſe 
ourſelves, and with the aſſurance of hope, every good 
thing; even all the fulnzſs of GOD F our Saviour 
Does not each of theſe tender relations, ſubſiſting be- 
tween CHRIST and his ſaints, imply an intire pro- 
perty in one another, and a mutual participation of all 
that belongs to either? If this is ineluded in each ſepa- 
rately, how much more in all conjointly? My beloved ts 


mine, and I am his. I dare not ſay this is the poſey of 


the myſtical ring, leſt the thought ſhould appear quaint, 


1 Eph. i. 22, j Ads IX. 4. * Matt, xxv. 40. 
John xvii, 23, 23. F Eph. iii. 19, 
and 
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and below the dignity of the ſubject. But this expreſ- 
ſes the effect, the undoubted effect, of ſo enriching, fo 
ennobling, 16 divine an umon. k. 
How pleaſing,” yet how amazing the thought! Shall 
we, who fay to corruption, Thou art my father; and 
to the worm, Thou art my mother and my fifter *. ſha!l 
«ve be permitted to ſay, concerning the HEAD of all 
principality and power, We are members of his body, of 
his fleſh, and of his bones + What a mercy might we 
eſteem it, not to be confounded before a MAJESTY 
ſo ſublime and magnificent ! What a favour to obtain 
the leaſt propitions regard from the KING immortal 
and inviſible! What an honour to be admitted into his 
family, and numbered among the meaneſt of his ſer- 
vants !-—But to be his adopted children, to be his eſp;uſed 
bride, to be the members of his ſacred body To have 
HIM for our everlaſting father, HIM for the bride- 
room of our ſouls, HIM for our heavenly head, who 
A the MAKER of all worlds, and the SOVEREIGN 
of all creatures! what words can duly celebrate, what 
Heart can ſufficiently admire, the condeſcenſion and the 
love of our adorable JESUS ? Or who can juſtly queſ- 
tion the fruits of ſuch a fellowſhip, and the conſequen- 
ces of ſuch an union? Queſtion them! No; the fruits 
are infallibly ſure, as the privilege is inexpreſſibly 
great. . 
Let me once again introduce Dr. Lightfoot, as a 
eat and venerable witneſs of both theſe truths, 
* Laban ſpake high, when he ſaid, Theſe children are 
&* mine, and all theſe things thou ſeeft are mine. Put 
« how high and glorious is that which may be faid of 
« a juſtified perfon! All thou heareſt of CHRIST is 
< thine; his life is thine, his death is thine, his obe- 
« dience, merit, ſpirit, all thine $.”—To this let me 
goin another witneſs, whoſe teſtimony, though more 
Plain, is no leis weighty. © Faith,” ſays Luther, 
« muſt be purely taught; namely, that thou art fo en- 
* tirely and nearly joined to CHRIST, that he and 
thou are made as it were one perſon ; ſo that thou 


| ® Joh. xvii. 14. | + Eph. v. 30. | 
+ See Dr. LiGuTFOOT's works, vol. ii. p. 1077. 8 
* | « mayſt 
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« mayſt boldly fay, I am now one with CERIST; 
« that is to fay, CHRIST's righteouſneſs, victory, and 
life are mine. And again, CHRIST may ſay, I am 
« that ſinner, that is, his fins and his death are mine, 
« becarfſe he is united and joined unto me and I unto 
« him *.”—Rich and important words! Than which 
nothing can give us a juſter or fuller explanation of the 
apoſtle's aſſertion, Me are partakers of CHRIST F. 

When ſome foreign ladies of the firſt quality paid 
u viſit to Leonidas's queen, the talk turned upon their 
rich clothes, their coſtly jewels, and ſplendid equipage. 
After they had ſeverally diſplayed their own grandeur, 
they inquired after her majeſty's finery. What he had 
to diſtinguiſh her from the vulgar !—She replied, My 
illuſtrious huſband 4. - What elle ? My illuſtrious huſband. 
And as often as they repeated the ſame quaſtion, the 
returned the ſame aniwer.—Could this queen ſpeak of 
her roval conſort in ſuch admiring, - rejoicing, ſelt- 
gratulating terms? And ſhall not vile finners look up- 
on their REDEEMER—that moſt majeſtie, yet all- 
condeſcending Bridegroom; who is full of grace and 
truth, full of merit and righteouſneſs—ſhall not they 
much more look upon HIM, as their honour and their 
joy; the object of their dependence, and the cauſe of 
their boaſting? 

You once mentioned /e//-importance. I hope we 
have now renounced. that ſpecious abſurdity ; have 
abjured that idol of jealouſy. It is as much a delufion, 
as it is a provocation. Nothing can give us any im- 
portance but the work and — of CHRIST.— 
Without theſe, we-are deſpicable and abominable. Our 
performances are vanity; our perſons are pollution; 


and both deſerve to be treated, like that infamous king 
of Iſrael, to whom the prophet Eliſha declared: A. 


the LORD GOD of hoſts liveth, before whom I fand, 
ſurely, were it not that I regard the preſence of Fehoſha- 
phat king of Fudab, I would not look toward thee, nor 


„ LUTHEx upon Galat. F Heb. iii. 14. 
Ihe amiable and heroic Panthea expreſſes herſelf in much the 


ſame manner, concerning her gallant huſband Abradates; Zv 
ory ilireg x07; 80% KXENOPH, Cyropæd. bib. vi. 
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ſee thee $.—But the work and worthineſs of CHRIST 
give us acceptance with GOD, and dignity before hi. 
angels. Theſe will afford us conſolation on earth, and 
procure for us eſtimation in heaven. Through theſe, 
we may liſt up our heads with courage at the judg- 
Mment-ſeat, and may make our appearance with ho- 
nour amidſt the inhabitants of glory.—Let us then 
exult, let us triumph, in our heavenly Bridegroom, 
Forſaking all other cauſes of confidence, let us keep our 
hearts, our affections, our thoughts, only fo HIM. 
I ſhould find it difficult to refrain from the farther 
proſecution of ſo engaging a topic, did I not purpoſe 
to wait upon myg{ſheron very ſpeedily. Then I ſhall 
have an opportunity of pouring into his boſom all the 
fulneſs of my heart with regard to this delightful ſub- 
ject.— In the mean time, let me exhort my dear friend 
to be of good comfort. Heavineſs may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning *. This forrow, of 
which you complain, may be the forerunner of ſpiri- 
tual and eternal conſolation. 
While I am writing, there appears full in my view, 
one of. the fineſt rainbows I ever beheld. 7? compaſyeth 
"the heaven with a glorious circle; 10 glorions, that it is 
no diſparagement of the Almighty CREATOR, to ſay, 
The hands of the MOST HIGH have bended it f.— On 
what foundation, would I aſk, is that ſtately and beau- 
tiful arch raiſed? From what ſource do all its radiant 
and lovely colours ſpring ? It is raiſed on a gloomy aſ- 
ſemblage of vapours, and all its. rich tinctures ſpring 
from a /owering cloud. Thus does the bleſſed GOD, on 
a conviction of guilt and a ſenſe of ruin, ſpread faith, 
imprint holineſs, and diffuſe gladneſs. May all theſe, 
ere long, ariſe in my Theron's breaſt ! and each be— 
Irigli, as that reſplendent bow—/a/ting, as the ſun that 
creates it! ” | 
'Yes; it is the ardent wiſh of my ſoul, and ſhall be 
my frequent prayer to GOD, That both our hearts may 
be comforted, being knit together in love, unto all riches of 
the full aſſurance of underſtanding t, in this great myſ- 


A 2 Kings iii. 14. | * Pſal. xxx. 5, . 
+ Eccluſ. xli!i, 12. - . 3 
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25 tery of godlineſs. What vigour of expre{hon, what 

wy exuberance of ideas, and, above all, what diſtinguiſh- 

c ed privileges are here!—A/urance—full aſſurance 

1 riches of the full aſſurance all riches of the full aſſu- 

A rance of underſtanding—in reference to our union with 

14 CHRIST, and its unutterably precious effects - Can 

* the orator expreſs more? Can the ſinner defire more? 

Ke Can the ſaint, I had almoſt ſaid, can the archangel en- 
joy more?—May this be the portion of my deur The- 
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DIALO GU EN XV. 


SPASIO had taken leave of his friend Camillus, 

and was come to reviſit Theron: whoſe thoughts 
feemed to be in a ſtate of much fluctuation, and no 
ſmall anxiety. Hoping, that ſome proper converſation 
on the grace and. privileges. of the goſpel, might com- 
poſe: and comfort his mind: might, while his heart 
was ſoftened by humbling convictions, fix the ſtamp of 
genuine Chriſtianity ; and deliver his whole ſoul into 
the mould * of evangelical religion. 


When forrow wounds the breaft, as ploughs the glebe, 

And hearts obdurate feel her ſoft: ning ſnow'r, 
Hier ſeed celeſtial then glad wiſdom ſows : 

Her golden harveſts triumph in the ſoil T. 


He arrived pretty late in the evening ; and, being 
Jomewhat weary with the journey, ſoon withdrew to 
his repoſe. —The next morning, as Theron walked a- 
broad to taſte the cool delights of the dawn, he was 
agrecably ſurpriſed by meeting Aſpaſio. | 

Ther. So ſoon awake, my worthy friend! and after 
ſo much fatigue on the preceding day !—T had not the 
leaſt expectation of your company till breakfaſt. Then 
indeed I promiſed myſelf a double regate—the refreſh- 
ments exhibited on the table; and thoſe wholeſome aurora 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST T, which, more pre- 
cious than manna, drop | 


Deli ver into the mould This is the literal tranſlation, and exact 


ſenſe of St. Paul's phraſe; Big ov rag. rute N. Jg 
Rom. vi. 13.— Which, as it contains a bezutiful alluſion, conveys 
alſo a very infirufive admonilion. Intimating, that our minds, || 
pliant and ductile, ſhould be conformed to the precepts of the gul- 
pel, as liquid metals take the figure of ſome elegant mould, into 
which they are caſt. 0 

+ Night- Thoughts. + x Tim. vi. 3. 


Ah: 
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Aſp. How, Theron !— Have you alſo learnt thoſe 
ſoothing arts, which poliſh the ſpeech, to deprave our 
ſentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the inchanting 
wiles of fattery from my ſincere, my tried, iy boſom 
friend ? 7 

Ther. Your friend is ſill ſincere, and his words are 
very remote from flattery. How welcome to the wind- 
bound mariner, weary with expectation, and fick with 
diſappointments, is the viſit of a propitious gale! How 
welcome to the fel/ds, parched with drought, and gaſp- 
ing for moiſture, are copious ſhowers of rain! How ac- 
ceptable to the Iſraelites, travelling through the inhof- 
pitable deſert, and pining for want of the fruits of the 
earth, was the miraculous ſupply of heavealy bread! 
Yet, neither propitious gales to the wind-bound mari- 
ner, nor copious ſhowers to the thirity ſoil, nor hea- 
yenly bread to the famiſhed Iſraelites, could be more 
welcome to each reſpectively, or to all jointly, than 
your late converſation, and later correſpondence, to. 
my anxious ſoul. 


Ther. Why, I-thought you looked upon my notions - 


as chimerical ! Is Theron alto become credulous ? Like 


one of us weak-headed believers ?—Has he quitted the 
ſtrong-holds of reaſon? Is he vanquithed by the ſling- 
ſtone gf faith? Or can /e ſubmit to this ſtrange method 
of ſalvation, by embracing the righteouſneſs, and relying - 
on the obedience of another ? 'Þ 
Ther. I find my reaſon was a feeble guide, or I 
myſelf not faithful to its genuine dictates. -I was blind- - 
ed with prejudice : I was intoxicated with. pride. A 
vain conceit of my moral powers betrayed me, as 1 
fear it has betrayed many, into a contempt of the e- 
vangelical ' righteouſneſs. —I held What I thought an 
honour to human nature. I now -retra&t my opinion. 
I now perceive, that as my natzrat lit could not diſ--- 


cover the way, neither can my perſonal obedience put 


me in poſſeſſion of life and ſalvatiou. No more banter, «+ 
Aſpaſio: have done :—T am ſerious, and very much 
in earneſt, So much in earneſt, that if all my ac- 
quaintance of the Phariſaical turn, or if all my bro- 
thers of the ſmile, ſhould rally me on the ſubject, 1 

| Dd 3. ____ would 
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would frar.xly acknowledge my error, and as freely 
ſign my recantation. 

Aſp. My dear Theron, I applaud your reſolution. 
You have no more cauſe to be athamed of ſuch a prac. 
tice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the imperfection 
in his limbs : . when, being obſerved to go lame with 
a wound received in battle, he had this confolation 
ſuggeſted by one of his courtiers : © Never bluſh, my 
« royal Sir, for a defe& which puts yon in mind of 
« your valour every ſtep you take.” — To facrifice our 
prejudices in the ſearch of truth, is no leſs honoura- 
ble, than to be marked with a ſcar in the defence of 
our country, And never ſurely was any prejudice 
greater than that which pretends, by perſonal virtue 
and morality, to ſuperſede the neceſſity of imputed 
righteouſneſs. 

I beg pardon for my pleaſantry. Since you are ſo 
very ſerious, a gay air was quite unſeaſonable.—You 
cannot often complain, that 1 am guilty of this fault. 
Nor can you eaſily imagine the ſatisfaction I ſhall en- 
joy, if either my letters, or my diſcourſe, have ad- 
miniſtered any advantage to my friend. I fthall note it 
down among the diſtinguiſhed bleflings of my life; 
and have an additional obligation, to love the benef- 
cent AUTHOR of all good. 

But as I cannot be a furtherer of your happineſs, 
without the greateſt delight; ſo F cannot be a witneſs of 
your ſolicitude, without a painful regret. You muſt 
therefore permit me to alk the cauſe of that unuſual 
vehemence which I obſerve in your ſpeech, and that 
deep concern which I read in your countenance. 

Ther. I have been conſidering very attentively, what 
is the preſent ſtate, and what is likely to be the final 
condition of my ſoul. 


— My hopes and fears 

Start up alarm'd; and o er life's narrow verge 

Look doum n what ? A fathemleſs abyſs, 

A vaſt eternity! 

My fins, at the ſame time, like an armed hoſt, are 
fet in dreadful array, and ſurround me on every fide.— 


* 


Fufſlice, like an injured and incenſed foe, unſheaths the 


ſword, 
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ſword, and makes a loud demand for vengeance.—No 
righteouſneſs of n ow preſents itlelf ; no righteouſneſs 
from the works of the law, to which I may fly for re- 
fuge.— The method of ſalvation in which I formerly 
confided, is a bridge broken daun, and leaves me, with- 
out affording any poſſibility of eſcape, abandoned to 
the approaching enemy. 

To a perſon in ſuch deplorable circumſtances, how 
reviving, how delightſul, is the very thought of being 
intereſted in the great REDEEME R's righteoutneſs !— 
I don't wonder now at a ſaying of Luther, which I 
have ſometimes exploded as ſtrangely extravagant : 
« That, upon the diſcovery of this glorious righte- 
« ouſneſs, the gates of Paradiſe ſeemed to fly open 
« before him, and the dawn of heaven was all in 
4c view.“ 

Talking in this manner, they came to an elevated 
terrace, which, about an hour before, had been ſhaved 
by the ſcythe, and emitted all the freſhneſs of new- 
mown herbage.—On one fide, a fine champaign country 
ſtretched irs wide dimenſions.—On the other, a fower- 
garden exhibited the laſt ornaments of the year.— Here 
you might ſtill ſee the tufted vermilion, and the full. 
blown ivory, glittering through ſpangles of liquid ery- 
ſtal.— There you might trace the footſteps of the early 
cattle by many a recent print on the dewy lawn.—On 
the walls and eſpaliers, autumn had ſpread her flores, 
and was beginning to beautity their rinds with many a 
ruddy ſtreak, or to breath over their gloſſy ſkins her 
delicate and inimitable bloom. TH 

p. See, ſaid Aſpaſio, the wiſdom and benignity, 
which, in amiable and inſeparable conjunction, difplay 
themſelves through the whole economy of the univerſe! 
GUD has made every thing beautiful in his time *; every 
thing ſerviceable in its place. A little while ago the 
flowery meads delighted our eyes, and the melodious 
birds charmed our cars. Now, the taſteful fruits are 
preparing their dainties, and preſenting us with a col- 


lation to regale our palate. —The whole earth, and all 


® Ecclef, iii. 11. 


the 
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the ſeaſons, are rich with our CREATOR's goodneſs. 
Yea, the whole earth, and all that repleniſlies it, all that 
ſurrounds it, are full of his preſence. HE it is, who 


Warms in the fun, refreſhes in the breeze, 

Glaus in the ſtars, and blaſſoms in the trees; 
Lives thro all life, extends thro all extent, 

Spreads undivided, operates unſpent f. 


An habitual belief of this truth gives nature lier 
Þzvelieft aſpect, and lends her the moſt conſummate 
power to pleaſe. The breath of violets, and the bluſh 
of roſes; the muſic of the woods, and the meanders of 
the ſtream ; the aſpiring hill, the extended plain, and 
all the decorations of the landſcape, the appear in their 
higheſt attractives; en touch the ſoul with the moſt 
refined ſatisfaction, when GOD is ſcen— when GOD 
is heard—and GOD enjoyed in all. ä 
Is Theron Joſt in thought, and deprived of ſpeech ? 
Is he alone filent, while all things ſpeak their MA. 
KER's praiſe : Does faith in the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST throw a ſhade over the works of creation? 
Does it not heighten their beauties, and enliven 
their graces ?—It does; and to ſuch a degree, that the 
religious is the only true philoſopher; nor can the plea- 
ſures of imagination ever acquire their proper relith, 
till they are ripened by the exerciſe of devotion. —With 
this view then, ſince my friend forbears, let e attempt 
to ſpeak ; not to increaſe his knowledge, but to beget 
faith, and cultivate devotion in us both. 

The ſpacious canopy * over our heads is painted with 
blue, and the ample carpet under our feet is tinged. 
with green... Theſe colours, by their % and cheering 


* 


4 Pore's Eth. Epiſt. 


* What Aſpaſio calls the canopy, Tiziah deſcribes by p72 which 
we tranſlate as 4 cartuin; but the exact fipnifhcation is, Sicut ſeuue, 
vel ſeuuiſſimum quid like ſome fincly attenuated expanſe; nut 
like the curtains or the covering of the tabernacle, which were goats 
hair and badgers ſkins, ſhaggy and coarſe, but Lke fome very fire 
membrane, ſmooth and cleg.nt, nicely poliſhed and inimitably de- 
licate : than which compariton nothing can more perfectly corte- 


ipond with the aſpect of the ſky. IIAi. x). a2. 


qualities, 
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qualities, yield a perpetual refreſhment to the eye + : 
whereas, had the face of nature gliſtered with white, 
or glowed with ſcarlet, ſuch ardent and dazzling hues 
would, initead of exhilarating, have fatigued the 
fight.——Beſides, as the ſeveral brighter colours are in- 
teriperſed, and form the pictures in this magnificent 
piece, the green and blue conſtitute an admirable 

round, which thews them all to the utmoſt advantage *. 
To render this fine ground ſtill more agreeable, it is 
diverlitied, the green eſpecially, by a multitude of inter- 
mediate kinds; from the deepelt verdure, which bor- 
ders upon black, even to the paleſt, which makes a 
near approach to grey. | 

Had the air been more humid, and conſiderably 
thicker, it would have dimmed the rays of the ſun, and 
darkened the cheerful day. The lungs of all terreſtrial 
animals had been clogged in their vital functions. Men 
had been ſuffocated without the ſtrangling nooſe, or 
drowned without the overwhelming flood. — Was it te- 
veral degrees more i and ſubtilized, birds would not 
be able to wing their way through the firmament, nor 
could the clouds be ſuſtained in ſo attenuated an atmo- 
ſphere. It would want that balmy ſoftneſs, which con- 
tinually feeds the lamp of life. It would even elude the 
organs of reſpiration; and we ſhould gaſp for breath 
with as much difficulty, with as little ſucceſs, as fiſhes 
haled from their native element. 

The ground alſo is wrought into the moſt proper tem- 
perature, Was it of a firmer conſiſtence, it would be 
impenetrable to the plough, and unmanageable by the 
ſpade. Was it of a /axer compoſition, it would be in- 
capable of ſupporting its own furniture The light 


— _ Gay green, 

Thau ſmiling nature's univerſal robe ! 

United light aud ſhade ! where tle fight dwells 

With growing ſtrength, and ever-new deli cbt. +5 ps 
| Fr THoOM$ON's Spring. 


If the reader has patience to go through the following eſſay, he 
vill find it, in the iſſue, not altogether foreign to the main ſubject.— 
If he pleaſes to conGder it as a kind of prafical comment on that 
lovely celebration of providential goodnets, His teader mercies are 
ever all his werks—this may poſſibly alleviate the toit of peruſing, 
aud reconcile him to the length of the deicaut, | 


mould 
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mould would be ſwept away by whirling winds, or the 
oozy glebe ſoaked into floughs by the deſcending 
rains. Becauſe every ſituation ſuits not every plant, 
but that, which is a nurſe to one, often proves a ſtep- 
mother to others, therefore the qualities' of the earth 
are ſo abundantly diverſified, as properly to accommo- 
date every ſpecies of vegetation. We have a variety of 
intermediate foils, from the /o:/e disjointed ſand to the 
if coheſive clay ; from the rough projections of the 
' oraggy cliff to the ſoftly ſwelling bed of the /reoth par- 
terre. 
The ſea carries equal evidences of a moſt wiſe and 
orga ordination.ä— Was it larger, we ſhould want 
d for the purpoſes of paſturage, and the operations 
of huſbandry. We ſhould be deſtitute of ſufficient room 
for mines and foreſts ; our ſubterranean warehouſes, 
and our aerial timber-yards.—Was it /ma/ller, it would 
not be capable of "recruiting the ſky with a proper 
quantity of vaporous exhalations, nor of ſupplying the 
earth with the neceſſary quota of fructifying ſhowers. 
Do we not diſcern very apparent ſtrokes of ſkill, and 
the moſt pregnant proofs of goodneſs, in each indivi- 
dual object; in the various tenants of the globe, and. 
the ſeveral appurtenances of this great dwelling It is 
needleſs to expatiate upon the more eminent and con- 
fpicuous beauties ; all that /2znes in the heavens, and all 
that /miles on the earth. Thele ſpeak to every ear, 
theſe ſhew to every eye, the adorable munificence of 
their MAKER.—Iit is needleſs to lanch into the 
praiſes of the valleys, delicately" clothed with herbage, 
or of the fields, richly repleniſhed with corn. Even the 
ragged rocks, which frown over the flood; the caverned 
quarries, which yawn amidſt the land, together with 
the mountains, thoſe hape leſt and enormous protuberan- 
ces, which ſeem to load the ground, and encumber the 
ſkies ; even theſe contribute their ſhare to increaſe the 
eneral pleaſure, and augment the general uſefulneſs. 
hey variegate the proſpe&, raiſe an agreeable horror 
in the beholder, and injpire his breaſt with a religious 
awe. They add new charms to the wide level of our 
plains, and ſhelter, like a ſcreen, the warm lap of our 
vales. N 
We: 
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We are delighted with the ſolemn gloom, and mag- 
nificent aſpect, of the foreſt. One, who ſaw the cedars 
of Lebanon, was tranſported with admiration at their 
ample trunks, and towering heads; their diffuſive 
ſpread, and verdant grandeur. Compared with which, 
the ſtately elm is but a reed, and the branching oak a 
mere ſhrub .Was our ſight qualified for the ſearch, 
we ſhould diſcover a fmmetry and a dignity, altogether 
as perfect, and far more wonderful, in thoſe groves of 
moſt t, which adhere to the rude ſtone. We ſhould 
contemplate with greater ſurpriſe, if not with greater 
rapture, thoſe diminutive plantations, which ſtrike their 
haſty roots in the mouldy confection, or wave their cu- 
rious umbrage over the periſhed pickle f. 

Who is not charmed with the vine, and its generous 
warming juices ? with the melon, and its delicious 
cooling pulp ? Yet, were all our trees to produce fruits 
of ſuch exalted qualities, or of ſuch an agreeable reliſh, 
what would become of the birds! How ſmall a ſeant- 
ling of ſuch choice delicacies, would voracious man re- 
ſign to their enjoyment : That proviſion may be made 


for the meaneſt vagrant of the air, as well as for the 


moſt renowned ſovereign of a nation, there is in all 


Mr. Maundrel tells us, he meaſured one of the cedars of Le- 
banon, and ©* found it fix and thirty feet and fix inches thick; its 
« branches ſpread an hundred and eleven feet, its trunk from the 


ground was about ſixteen feet, and then divided into five branch- 


* es, each of which would make a large tree.” 

+ See, for a proof of this remark, the explanation of the tenth 
plate in that very curious, very entertaining, and no leſs inſtrutive 
piece, entitled Mirropraphia Reſtaurata :—where our author com- 
pares the ſize of this little vegetable, with the dimenſions of thoſe 
vaſt trees, which grow in the vigorous climates of Gw'nea and Bra- 
zil; the trunks of which are, according to the report of travellers, 
twenty feet in diameter : whereas, the body of this minute plant 
meaſures no more than the ſixtieth part of an inch; the thickneſs of 
the former exceeding that of the latter 2,985,984 millions of times. 
$0 prodigiouſly varions are the works of the CREATOR. 
That whitiſh kind of down, which ſhags the putrefy ing pickle, 
which incruſts the ſurface of ſome corrupted liquors, and conſti- 
tutes what we call mouldineſs, is really a cluſter of little plants. 
Each has a root and a ſtalk ; each ſpreads its branches, and produ- 
ces ſeed in abundance. | 


 Radiceſyue ſuas habet, exilemque coronam, 
F. — fruftamgue gerit, velut ardua quercus, 
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— 


— 
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Places a large growth of ſhrubs, cavered annually with 
a haryelt of coarſe and hardy berries : ſo coarſe in their 
taſte, that they are unworthy of the acceptance of 
man; ſo hardy in their make, that they endure the ex- 
tremeſt ſeverities of the weather, and furniſh the fea- 
thered tribe with a ſtanding repaſt amidit all the deto- 
lations of winter. | 

The fir, with her ſilver bark, and ſhapely cone; the 
beech *, with her quivering leaves and embowering 
ſhade, are ſtately decorations. of our rural ſeats. But, 
if there were no intangling Hictett, no prickly thorns, 
where would the farmer procure fences, ſo cloſely wat- 
tled, or ſo ſtrongly armed + ? How could he guard the 
ſcene of his labours, or fecure his vegetable wealth, 
from the flocks and the herds ? Thoſe roving plunder- 
ers, which accede to no treaty, but that of forcible re- 
ſtraint; ſubmit to no laws, but thoſe of the coercive 
kind. | | | 
. Moſtpeopleare fond of the purſlane's fleſhy leaves, and 
the ramified fatneſs of the brocoli ; the potatoe's mealy 
orbs, and the lentile's ſucculent pods : we ſpare no 
toil, we grudge no expence, to have them flouriſh in 


The fir, the beech, and ſuch like trees, are called in Hebrew, 
mow Ifai. vii. 19. Which word is readered, but I think very 
improperly, buſbes. It rather ſignifies the grand and moſt admired 
plants. It is intended as a. contraſt to the coarſe and deſpicable 
thorns, mer tioned ia the preceding clauſe. And both taken toge- 
ther _— all ſorts of trees, from the towering cedar to the grovel- 
in ub. 

: Something to this purpoſe is hinted in the prophecy of Iſaiah, 
by mul Thu TRY Terriculementnm ſentium & veprium, there (hall 
not come thither, the terror of thorns and briars ; meaning thoſe 
ſharp and ragged mounds, with which vineyards, corn- fields, and 
other cultivated ſpots, were uſually incloſed, which deterred the 
moſt adventurous cattle from forcing, or attempting to force, a paſ- 
ſage — The words are ſomewhat obſcure, and have been greatly 
miſunderſtcod ; but, thus interpreted, they afford an eaſy ſenſe: 
they perfectly ccincide with the context, which foretels and de- 
ſcribes an univerſal deſolation. *©* Places, formerly fenced about 
„% with abundance of care, ſhall lie expoſed to every wandering and 
<< every miſchievous foot ;' tillage ſhall be diſcontinued, and the 
% hole country degenerate into a confuſed, diforderly waſte, with- 
«*- out either the diſtributions of property, or the improvements of 
„ induſtry.” Ifai, vii. 15. Vid. VI TAIN G. in loc. 


7 ; 4 . our 
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our gardens, and ſerved up at ourtables.—But there are 
innumerable herbs, which paſs uader the contemptible 
character of aveeds, and yet are altogether as deſirable 
to many claſſes of creatures, as theſe culinary gifts to 
mankind. Who ſhall be at the pains to plant, to wa- 
ter, to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable productions? Man 
would rather extirpate than propagate theſe incum- 
brances of his acres. Therefore Providence vouchſafes 
to be their gardener. Providence has wrought off their 
ſeeds into ſuch a lightneſs of ſubſtance, that they are 
carried abroad with the undulations of the air. Or, 
if too heavy to be wafted by the breeze, they are faſt- 
ened to wings of down, which facilitate their flight. 
Or elſe, are incloſed in a ſpringy cafe, which, forcibly 
burſting, ſhoots and ſpreads them on every ſide.— By 
ſome ſuch means the reproducing principle is diſſemi- 
nated, the univerſal granary 1s filled, and the univer- 
ſal board furniſhed. The buzzing inſect, and the creep- 
ing worm, have each his bi// of fare. Each enjoys a 
never-failing treat, equivalent to our fineſt veniſon, or 
to the © fat of kidneys of wheat *.” 

As the ſeeds of ſome plants are moſt artfully ſcatter- 
ed abroad when ripe, the ſeeds of others are moſt 
carefully guarded till they come to maturity; and, by 
both contrivances, every ſpecies is not barely preſer- 
ved, but in a manner eternized.—Some are lodged in 
the centre of a large pulp, which is, at once, their de- 
fence and their nouriſhment : this we find exemplifi- 
ed in the taſteful apple, and the juicy pear.— Some, 
beſides the ſurrounding pulp, are incloſed in a thick 
ſhell, hard and impenetrable as ſtone. We cannot 
pluck and eat one of thoſe downy peaches, or incrim- 


The fat of kidneys of wheat, Deut. xxxii. 14, A ſentence rich 
with elegance! ſuch as would have ſhone in Pindar, or been admi- 
red by Longinus; yet, I believe, its principal beauty conſiſts in an 
alluſion to a remarkable Jewiſh rite. In every ſacrifice the fat of 
kidneys was, as the moſt delicious part of the victim, ſet apart for 
GOD, and conſumed on His altar. Here even the common peo- 
ple were treated like the DEITY ; they lay under no reſtraint, ei- 
ther from the diviae prohibition, or the ſcarcity of the grain, but 
were copiouſly ſupplied, and freely regaled themſelves with the 
cholceſt, fineſt part of this firſt and belt of vegetables. 


You. IL Ee ſoned | 
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ſoned nectarines, which ſo beautifully emboſs the wall, 
without finding a proof of this precaution.—Caſt your 
eye upon the walnuts which ſtud the branches of that 
ſpreading tree: before theſe are gathered, the increaſe 
of the cold, and the emptineſs of the gardens, will 
ſharpen the appetite of the birds. To ſecure the fine 
kernel from the depredations of their buſy affailing 
bills, it is fortified with a ſtrong inc/2/ure of wood, and 
with the addition of a diſguſtful bitter rizd. 

If graſs was as ſcarce as the Guernſey-lily, or as dif- 
ficulily raiſed as the delicate tuberoſe, how certainly, 
and how ſpeedily, muſt many millions 'of quadrupeds 
periſh with famine ! Since all the cattle owe their chief 
ſubſiſtence to this vegetable, by a ſingular beneficence 
in the divine economy, it waiteth not, like the corn- 
field and the garden-bed, for the annual labours of 
man. When once ſown, though ever ſo frequently 
croped, it revives with the returning ſpring, and flou- 
Tiſhes in a kind of perennial verdure: it covers our 
meadows, diffuſes itſelf over our plains, ſprings up in 


every glade of the foreſt, and ſpreads a ſide- board in 


the moit ſequeſtered nook. 

Since the nutriment of vegetables themſelves lies 
hid under the foil, or floats up and down in the àir: 
beneath, they plunge their roots F into the ground, and 
diſperſe every way their fibrous ſuckers, to explore the 


latent, and attract the proper nouriſhment ; above, they 


expand a multitude of leaves , which, like ſo many 
open mouths, catch the rains as they fall, imbibe the 
dews as they diſtil, and tranſmit them through their 
nice orifices to the heart of the plant, or the , of 
the fruit. 

I have touched upon the ir/en/ible creation, and 
pointed out the care of a condeſcending Providence, 
exerciſed over theſa loweſt formations of nature.— The 
enimal world, Theron, falls. to your ſhare, It is 
yours to deicant upon thoſe higher orders of exiſt- 


ws £44 Mic. v. 7. 
+ Job very beautifully refers to theſe two ſourees of vegetable fer- 
tility: My root was ſpread out by the waters, and the dew lay all 
"Bight upon my branch, Job xxix. 19. | 


enee; 
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ence ; yours, to ſhew us the goodneſs of GOD ex- 
| tending its indulgent regards to them, their welfare, 
and all their intereſts. —And how pleating a ſpecula- 
tion muſt it be, to conſider the univerſal parent, ſpread- 
ing the wings of his benevolence, wide as the arches 
of heaven, over the immenſe houthold of his crea- 
tures ! cheriſhing all the families of earth, and air, 
and ſkies, as tenderly, as officioufly, as the hen“ che- 
riſhes her infant brood, when ſhe opens to them her 
warm boſom, and covers them with her ſoft vital 
| down. 
Ther. The ſubject is in good hands, Let part the fe- 
| cond be of the ſame ſtrain with part the fit, and there 
will be no occaſion to with for a new ſpeaker. As to 
myſelt I have very little inclination to talk; bat I have 
an ear open and attentive to your diſcourſe. 

Aſp. You put me in mind ot the philoſopher, who 
preiumed to read a lecture on the art of war in the 
preſence: of Hannibal: but his impertinence was vo- 
luntary, mine is canſtrained.— Since you injoin me this 
office, let us paſs from the vegetable to the animal 
world. Here we ſhall not find any tribe, nor any in- 
diviqual neglected. T'he ſupericur clafles want no de- 
monſtration of their excellent accomplithments. At 
the firſt glimpſe they challenge our approbation ; they 
command our applauſe. Even the more ignable forms 
of animated exi{tence, are moſt wiſely circumitanced, 
and moſt liberally accommodated. 

They generate in that particular ſeaſon, which is 
fare to ſupply them with a Rock of provition, ſuffici- 
cient both for themſelves and their increaſing fami- 
| lies. — The birds lay their eggs, and hatch their young, 

when myriads of new-born, tender inſets ſwarm on 
every ſide. So that the caterers, whether they be 
the male or female parents, need only to alight on 
the ground, or make a little excurſion into the air; 


—— 


This ſeems to be the image to which the Pſalmiſt alludes, Pal. 

cxlv. 9. This is the expreſs repreſentation which our Saviour uſes, 

Matt. xxiii. 37. And a moſt amiable image, as well as a moſt pic- 

[ tureſque repreſentation, it is. 


Ee 2 and 


328 THE RON A ASPASIO. Dal. 15. 


and they meet with a feaſt ready dreſt, and all at 
free coſt, ſor the clamant mouths at home. — If the 
ſheep are an exception to this rule, it is becauſe they 
are conſigned over to the maintenance and protection 
of man. Becauſe they are fame and will admit, are 
valuable and will recompenſe, his aſſiduous attendance. 
He, therefore, when they yean, fills their cribs with 
fodder, and this fills their udders with milk, The 
lambs, hardened by the cold, become vigorons and 
lively ; and, when their milky diet fails, they find a 
profuſion of putrimental herbage on the ſoil. 

- Their love to their offspring, while they continue 
in a helpleſs ſtate, is invincibly ſtrong: whereas, the 
very moment they are able to {hift for themſelves ; 
when the parental affection would be attended with 
much ſolicitude, and productive of no advantage, it 
wanifher, as though it had never exiſted. —The hen, 
while marching at the head of her little brood, would 
fly in the eyes of a maſtiff, or even encounter a li- 
on, in their defence. Vet, within a few weeks, this 
mexpreſhble tenderneſs turns to indifference. She 


abandons her chickens to the wide world, and not 


ſo much as knows them any more. 

If the GOD of Iſrael inſpired Bezaleet and Aho- 
hab with idem, and under/tanding, and knowledge in 
all manner of workmanſhip *; the GOD of nature 
has inſtructed, has furnithed with ſkill and caution, 
the wild inhabitants of the bough.— The ill, with 
which they ere& their houſes, and adjuſt their apart- 
ments, is inimitable. 'The caution, with which they 
ſecrete their abodes from the ſearching eye, or in- 
truding foot, is admirable. No general, though fruit - 
* ſul in expedients, could plan a more artful conceal- 
ment. No architect, with his rule and line, could 
build ſo commodious a lodgment.— Give the molt ce- 
lebrated artificer the ſame materials which theſe weak 
and unexperienced creatures uſe ; let a Jones, or a 
De Moivre, have only ſome rude ſtraws or ugly 
ſticks, a few bits of dirt, or ſcraps of hair, a ſorry 
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lock of wool, or a coarſe ſprig of moſs, and what 
works, fair with delicacy, or fit for ſervice, could 
they produce ? | 

We extol the commander who knows how to take 
advantage of the ground ; who can make the fun 
and wind fight for him, as well as his troops; and, 
by every incident, emburraſſes the forces of the ene- 
my, but expedites the action, and facilitates the ſuc- 
ceſs of his own. Does not this praiſe belong to our 


feathery leaders ? Who pitch their tent, or (if your 


pleaſe) fix their penſile camp, ſometimes on thoſe lof- 
ty, ſometimes on thoſe projecting branches, that wave 
in the upper regions of the air, or dance over the ed- 
dies of the ſtream. By which judicious diſpoſitions, 
the vernal gales rock their cradle, and the murmuring 
waters lull their young. While both theſe circumſtan- 
ces, fo advantageous to themſelves, terrify the ſhe 
herd, and keep the ſchool-boy at a trembhng diſtance. 
Some hide their little houſhold from view amidſt the 
ſhelter of iatangled furze: others remove it from 
reach in the centre of a thorny thicket. By one tra- 
tagem or another, they are generally as fecure and un- 
moleſted in their feeble habitations, as the toxes, which 
mtrench themſelves deep in the earth, or as the conies, 
which makes their houſes in the rock *. | 

If the van has large ſweeping wings and a cepious- 
ſtock of feathers to ſpread over her callow brood, the 
wren makes up by contrivance what 1s deficient in her 
bulk.—Small as the is, the intends f to bring forth, 


and will be obliged to nurſe up, a very numerous iſſue. 


| Prov. xxx. 26. 

+ Aſpaſio has ventured to ſay, She intends—And one is almoſt 
tempted to think, from the preparation which the little creature 
makes, that the had really ſet down, and counted the coſt, and con- 
certed her ſcheme. As though ſhe had deliberated with herſelf 
I ſkall lay, not a couple of eggs, but near a ſcore. From theſe 
I am to produce a houſe full of young; but how ſhall I have 
** warmth (unleſs art ſupply what nature has denied) ſufficient to 
2 hatch the embrios, or cheriſh the infants? -The truth, I be- 
heve, is, that, in all her ſeeming foreſight and circumſpett beha- 
viour, ſhe acts ſhe knows not what; only ſhe acts, what eterna} 
Wiſdom knows to be neceſſary, and what all-condeſceading Good- 


nels prompts her to perform, 
| Ee 3 Therefore, 
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Therefore, with the correcteſt judgment, ſhe deſigns, 
and, with indefatigable afliduity, finiſhes, a neſt proper 
tor her purpoſe. It is a neat r9tund, lengthened into 
an oval, bottomed and vaulted with a regular concavs. 
To preſerve it from rain, it has ſeveral coatings of 
moſs. To defend it from cold, it has bu: one win- 
dow, and only a ſingle door; or rather, the window 
and the door are the ſame. To render it both elegant 
and comfortable, it has carpets and hangings ol the 
finelt ſofteſt down.—By the help of this curious man- 
ſion, our little lady becomes the mother of multi- 
tudes. The vivifying heat of her body is, during 
the time of incubation, exceedingly augmented. Her 
houſe is like an oven, and greatly aſſiſts in hatching 
her young; which no ſooner burit the ſhell, than they 
ind themſelves ſcreened from the annoyance of the 
weather, and molt agreeably repoſed amidſt the or- 
naments of a palace, and the warmth of a bagnio. 

Perhaps, we have been accuſtomed to look upon the 
inſets as ſo many rude ſcraps of creation, and to rank 
them among the refu/e of things: whereas, if we ex- 
amine them, without prejudice, and with a little at- 
tention, they will appear ſome of the moſt finithed . 
pieces of divine workmanſhip. 

Many of them are decked with a profuſion of fine- 
ry. Their eyes are an afſemblage * of microſcopes : 

| | whoſe 


The common fly, for inſtance, who has many natural enemies, 
and, by a certain petulant familiarity, or malapert efficiouſnels, 
creates to herſelf many more. Whenever ſhe has a faney for it, the 
will take a lion by his beard, and makes no ſcruple to ſet her foot 
upon the noſe of a king; on account of this unceremonious and blunt 
behavicur, every body quarrels with her; every hand and every foot 
is lifted up againſt ber; ſhe finds no quarter from the moſt gene- 
tous of men, or the moſt harmleſs of animals.—Surely then lhe 
has cauſe to ve peculiarly cireumſpeR and vigilant ; yet her head 
is ſo fixed, that it is incapable of turning, in order to obſerve what 
paſſes cither behind or around her. 

Under ſo great a diſadvantage, and amidſt ſuch unparalleled dan- 
gers, how can ſbe eſcape deſtruction? It would be abſolutely impoſ- 

le, had ſhe not an expedient for her preſervation, altogether as 
extraordinary as her condition is perilous —ProviIDENCE, ſur- 
priſingly wiſe in its contrivances, and cqually bountiful in its gifts, 
has furniſhed her, not barely with a relinue, but with more than 4 
legion of eyes; inſom uch, that a ſingle fly is ſuppoſed to be = 
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whoſe mechaniſm is inconeeivably nice, whoſe ꝓoliſh 1s 
exquiſitely delicate, and whoſe whole form is touched 
into the higheſt perfection. Their clothing has all 
the variety and luſtre of colours. It is ſet with an 
arrangement of pearl, of diamonds, and gold. It is 
bordered with fringes, or lined with furs, richer far 
than ſilks and velvets. In ſhort, their clothing is not 


to be equalled, as to delicacy and ſplendour, even by 


the molt brilliant court; no, not amid all its blaze of 
gems, and pomp of dreſs. 

Their wings are the fineſt expanſions imaginable, 
Cambric is mere canvals, and lawn is coarſe as ſack- 


cloth, compared with thoſe inimitable webs. The ca- 
fer, which inclole their wings, glitter with the moſt 


gloſſy varniſh, are ſcooped into ornamental flutings, 
are ſtudded with radiant ſpots, or pinked with elegant 
holes. Not any among them but are equipped with 
weapons, or endowed with dexterity, which quality them 
to ſeize their prey, or eſcape their foe ; to diſpatch the 
buſineſs of their reſpective ſtation, and enjoy the plea- 
ſures of their particular condition. | 

Now J am in a talking humour, give me leave to ce- 
lebrate the endowments, aud aſſert the honours of my 
puny clients. Yet, not ſo much to ſupport their cre- 
dit, as to magnify their all-gracious CREATOR.— 
What! if the elephant is diſtinguiſhed by a huge pro- 
boſcir, his meaneſt relations of the reptile line are fur- 
niſhed with curious antenne, remarkable, if not for 


treſs of no leſs than eight thouſand, every one of which is lined 
with a diſtin optic nerve; every one of which is a kind of centi- 
nel, that always keeps an exact look ont, and is ever ready to ap- 
rize her of the leaſt approaching harm; or, to ſpeak more plain» 
* by means of this coitly and amazing apparatus, the little crea» 
ture ſees on every ſide, with the utmoſt caſe and with inſtantantous 
ſpeed, even without any motion of the eye, or any flexion of the 

neck. 
® Antenne, are thoſe very lender parts which, reſembling horns 


or briltles, grow on the head of various inſets; ſerving, as ſome 


naturaliſts conjecture, for a ſort of weapon, to defend the. eyes 
when endangered, or acting as a kind of towel, to wipe them when 
ſullied ; others ſuppoſe that the creature uſes them, as 2 blind or 
dim-ſ:ghted man uſes his ſtaff, to examine the road, and feel ont 
his way; in conformity to this office, they are frequently called 


their 


Feclers. 
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their enormous magnitude, yet for their ready flexibi- 
| lity, and acute ſenſation. By which they explore their 
way, even in the darkeſt road; they diſcover and avoid 
whatever might defile their neat apparel, or endanger 
their tender lives. | 

Every one admires that majeſtic creature the hor/z, 
his graceful head, and ample cheſt ; his arching neck, 
and flowing mane ; his cleanly turned limbs, and fine- 
ly adjuſted motions. With an impetuous bound, he 
flings himſelf over the ditch, and, with a rapid career, 
pours himſelf * through the plain. With unwearied 
application, he carries his rider from one end of the 
country to another; and, with undaunted bravery, 
ruſhes into the fierceſt rage, and amidſt the thickeſt ha- 
vock of the battle.—Yet the ant, in proportion to its 
ſize, is equally nimble, equally ſtrong, and will climb 
precipices, which the moſt courageous courſer dares not 
attempt to ſcale. —If the ſuail is lower in her motions, 
the is under no neceſſity of treading back the ground 
which ſhe has paſſed, becauſe her houſe 1s a part of her 
travelling equipage ; ſo that whenever ſhe goes abroad, 
ſhe is {till under her own roof; and wherever the ſtrag- 
gles, is always at home. Th 

Let none ſuppoſe, that, being charged with the weight 
of her apartment, ſhe toils under an oppreſſive burden. 
No; the all-wiſe Projector of this portable manſion has 
given it two very ſingular advantages; an extraordi- 
nary ſolidity, and an uncommon lightneſs. By means of 
the former, the inhabitant dwells in ſecurity : by means 
of the latter, the habitation is transferred with eaſe. — 
Were her eyes ſunk as low as the body which ſhe trails 
aloag the ground, they would yield but little ſervice, 
and be expoſed to continual danger. Both theſe evils 
are prevented, by an expedient which none but a GOD, 
who is wonderful in council, could have deviſed ; and 
which none but a GOD, who is infinite in benignity, 
would have deviſed for ſuch a reptile. As the 15 has 


* Pours bimſelf—This is Jeremiah's beautiful and expreſſive 
phraſe, nur pw2 chap. viii. 6. Which Virgil has been ambiti- 
ous to imitzte ; | | 

. — — Nuunigue effuſt car cere. 
Seſe effudere quadriga. 
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her microſcopes, the ſnail has her zeleſcoper. Her eyes 
are fixed on the extremity of four delicately ſhaped 
tubes * ; ſurpaſſing, as to curious contrivaace and 
wonderful agency, far ſurpaſſing all the inſtruments in 
the optician's ſhop, and every artiſicial rarity in Sloane's 
collection. Theſe tubes, terminated with their living 
glaſſes, the dextrous manager lengthens, or contracts, at 
— pleaſure ; ſtraitens like an arrow, or bends like an 
ofier. Theſe ſhe ſheaths in her head, when the has no 
occaſion to uſe them, nor any inchnation to look about 
her: or elſe elevates them to a conſiderable height, 
turns them in any direction, and applies them to any 
object. Hoau excellent is thy loving-kindneſs, C GOD! 
How rich thy munificence! And both vouchſafed 
Fun amiable condeſcenſion!) even to a crawling in- 
ect! Surely then the children of men may reaſonably, 
may confidently put their truſt under the ſhadow of thy 
Wings f. : 

But fee! the eagle ſtretches her pinions, and de- 
mands our notice. The eagle is privileged with pinions 
that ournrtp the wind; . wks on which, ſhe looks 
down on all that foars, and ſees flying clouds, and 
ſtraining wings, far below. Her optic nerves ſo frong, 
that it meets and ſuſtains the dazzling beams of noon: 
her wide-ſurveymmg glance fo keen, that, from the moſt 
towering heights, it diſcerns the ſmalleſt fiſh which 
ſculks at the very bottom of the river. —The ne, it is 
true, is none of your ſprightly or exalted geniuſes, but 
an humble hardy drudge. The mole, I am ſenſible, is 
no favourite with mankind, but deſpiſed and perſecuted 
as an abominable outcaſt. Yet even this poor outcaſt, 
in her grovelling and gloomy ſtate, is far from being 
diſregarded by-divine Providence. Becauſe the is to 
dig a cell in the earth, and dwell, as it were, in a per- 
petual dungeon, her paws ſerve her for a pick-axe and 
ſpade. Her eye, or rather her viſual ſpeck, is ſunk 


Lou are not to imagine that thoſe projections, which are com- 
monly called the ſnails horns, are really ſach. They are four tubes, 
with a glaſs fixed in the extremity of cach; or they may be called 
four optic nerves, ending in as many beautiful eyes. See Nat. 


Diſpl. vol. i. 
+ Pfal. xxxvi. 2 
deep 


334 THERON AND ASPASIO. Dial. 15. 


deep into a ſocket, that it may ſuffer no injury from 
her rugged ſituation : it requires but a very ſcanty 
communication of light, that ſhe may have no reaſon 
to complain of her darkling abode. I called her ſub- 
terranean habitation a dungeon; and ſome people per- 
haps may think it a grave: bat I revoke the expreſ- 
ſion. It yields her all the ſafety of a fortiſied ca/tle, 
and all the delight of a decorated gr. 

Even the Hider, though abhorred by mankind, is e- 
vidently the care of all- ſuſtaining heaven. She is to 
live upon plunder ; to ſupport herſelf by trepaning the 
idle, inſignificant, ſauntering fly. Suitably to ſuch an 
occupation, ſhe poſſefſes a bag of glutinous moiiture, 
From this the ſpins a clammy read, and weaves it in- 
to a tenacious net. Expert as any practiſed ſportſman, 
ſhe always ſpreads it in the molt opportune places. 
Senſible that her appearance would create horror, and 
deter the prey from approaching her ſnare, when 
watching for ſport, the retires from fight : but conſtant- 
Iy keeps within diſtance, ſo as to receive the very firit 
intelligence of what paſſes in the teils; and be realy 
to lanch, without a moment's delay, upon the itrug- 
gling captive., And what is very obſervable, when 
winter chills the earth, and no more inſets ramble a- 
midſt the air, foreſeeing that her labour would be vain, 
ſhe diſcontinues her work, and abandons her ſtand. 

I mult by no means forget the little monarchy which 
inhabit the hive. The beer are to ſubſiſt, not as a lawleſs 
banditti, but as a regular community. It is theirs to 
earn a decent livelihood by honeſt induſtry, not to glut 
themſelves with carnage, or enrich themſelves by ra- 
pine; for which purpoſe, they are actuated by an in- 
variable inclination to ſociety. They poſſeſs the trueſt 
notions of domeſtic economy, and have enacted che 


wiſeſt laws for political government, —Their indulgent 


CREATOR has made them a preſent of all neceſſary 
implements, both for conſtructing their combs and for 
compoſing their honey. They have each a natural 
pannier, with which they bring home their collected 
ſweets ; and they form for themſelves the moſt commo- 
dious ſtorehoufes, in which they depoſit their delicious 
wares, —Though made for peace, they know. how > 
. | . ule 
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uſe the ſword, They can take up arms with the ut- 
moſt reſolution and intrepidity, when arms are requi- 
ſite to guard their wealth, or repel their foes. —With- 
out going through a courſe of botany, they can readi- 
ly diſtinguiſh every plant which is moſt likely to yield 
the materials proper for their buſineſs. Without ſerv- 
ing an apprenticeſhip in the laboratory, they are com- 
plete practitioners in the art of ſeparation and refine- - 
ment. They are aware, without borrowing their in- 
formation from an almanack, that the vernal gleams, 
and ſummer ſans, continue but for a ſeaſon. Mindful 
of this admonition *, they improve to the utmoſt every 
ſhining hour, and lay up a ſtock of balmy treaſures, 
ſufficient to ſupply the whole ſtate, till the bloſſoms open 
afreſt, and their flowery harveſt returns. | 
Let the peacock boaſt, if he pleaſes, his elegant top- 
knoc and lofty mien ; his neck adorned with varyin 
dyes, and his train beſpangled with a round of ſtars.— 
Yet let him know, that the deſpiſed butterfly, and even 
the lothed caterpillar, are as ſumptuoully arrayed as 
himſelf. Their gems ſparkle with as high a luftre ; 
their robes glow with as great a profuſion of colours ; 
Day, all their ornaments have, in point of elegance and 
delicacy, juſt the ſame ſuperiory to his, as the Phaeton 
engraved on a connoiſſeur's ring , has to the Phaeton 
carved in a ſtatuary's ſhop. | 
Does beauty fit in ſtate on that lordly bird ? She 
ſhines in miniature on the vulgar inſet. Is the maſter 
of this lower creation ennobled with the powers of rea- 
ſon ? The meaneſt claſſes of ſenſitive exiſtence are en- 
dowed with the faculty of inſtinct: which gives them a 
ſagacity that is neither derived from obſervation, nor 
waits for the finiſhings of experience : which, without 
a tutor, teaches them all neceſſary {kill ; and enables 
them, withour a pattern, to perform every needful ope- 
ration. And, what is far more ſurpriſing, never miſ- 
leads them, either into erroneous principles or pexni- 


* Ventureque hyemis memores, «ſtate labarem 
Experiunlur, & in medium queſita reponunt, V1RG. 


3 Sce DEaHan's Phy. Theol. b. viii. c. 4. 
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tious practices; never fails them in the niceſt or moſt 
arduous of their undertakings “. 

Can you have patience to follow me, if I ſtep into a 
different element, and juſt viſit the watery world 2— 
Not one among the innumerable myriads which ſwim 
the boundleſs ocean but is watched over, by that exalt- 
ed eye whoſe ſmiles irradiate the heaven of heavens, 
Not one but is ſupported by that 1 hand, which 
crowns angels and archangels with glory.— The con- 
deſcending GOD has not only created, but beauti/fe4 
them: He has given the moſt exact proportion to their 
ſhape, and the gayeſt colours to their apparel; a poliſh- 
ed ſmoothneſs to their ſcales, and a remarkable ſlecki. 
neſs to their ſkin. The eyes of ſome are ſurrounded 
with a ſcarlet circle ; the back of others is diverſified 
-with crimſon ſtains. View them when they glance a- 
long the ſtream, or while they are ſreſh from their na- 
tive brine ; and the burniſhed ſilver is not more bright, 
the radiant rainbow is ſcarce more glowing, than their 
vivid, gliſtering, gloſſy hues. + ; 

Vet, notwithſtanding the finery of their apparel, we 
are under painful apprehenſions for their welfare. — 
How can the poor creatures live amidſt the ſuffocating 
waters ?—As they have neither hands, nor feet, nor 
wings, how can they tranſact their affairs, or how eſ- 
cape their enemies We are ſoon freed from our fears 
by obſerving, that they all poſſeſs the beneficial, as well 
as ornamental furniture of int. Theſe, when expand- 
ed, like maſts above, and ballaſt below, . poiſe their 
floating bodies, and keep them ſteadily upright. —We 
obſerve, with farther ſatisfaction, the fexzble play, and 
vigorous activity of their tails : with which they turn 
ſhort, ſpring forwards, and ſhoot themſelves through 
the paths of the ſea, more ſwiftly than fails and oars 
can waft the royal yacht. — But we are Joſt in wonder 
at the exquiſite contrivance, and delicate formation, of 
their gi//;; by which they are accommodated, even 
in that denſe medium, with the power of breathing, 
and the benefits of reſpiration. A piece of mechaniſm 


In his, ſays Pliny, ſpeaking of inſects, tam parvis aigue nu!is, 
ſuæ ratio, quanta vis, quam inextricabilis perfetiio / 
; this, 


oe A „ * hd wed 
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- wholly taken up with the conſideration of my SAVI- 
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this indulged to the meaneſt of the fry, yet ſurpaſſing, 
infinitely farpadiicny, in the fineneſs of its ſtructure, and 
the facility of its operation, whatever is curious in the 
works of art, or commodious in the palaces of princes. 
Ther. Some perſons, Aſpaſio, have the art of giving 
dignity to trivial, and ſpirit to jejune topics. I cannot 
but liſten, with a pleaſed attention, to your diſcourſe ; 
though it deſcends to the loweſt ſcenes, and meaneſt 
productions of nature.— To make ſuch philoſophical 
remarks was uſually my province; to add the religious 
improvement, yours. But my thoughts, at preſent, are 


OUR's righteouſneſs. I can hardly turn my views, or 
divert my ſpeech, to any other ſubject. All thoſe ami- 
able appearances of the external creation, which I was 
wont to contemplate with rapture, afford but a languid 
entertainment to my mind. —Till my intereſt in this 
Divine REDEEMER is aſcertained, the ſpring may 
bloom, the ſummer ſhine, and autumn {well with Fuits 3 
but it will be winter, cheerleſs, gloomy, deſolate winter 
in my ſoul. 

Aſp. You ſay, Theron, you attended to my curſory 
hints. Then your own ſuperiour diſcernment could 
not but perceive, how every part of the exterior world 
is adjuſted in the moſt excellent and gracious manner.— 
Not the coar/e/t piece of inactive matter but bears the 
impreſs of its MAKER's faithioning ſkill. Not a Angle 
creature, however inſignificant, but exhibits evident 
demonſtrations of his providential care. His hand is 
liberal, profuſely liberal, to all that breathes, and all 
that has a being. | 

Let me only aſk—and to introduce this queſtion, 
with the greater propriety, to give it a more forcible 
energy on our minds, was the principal deſign of the 
preceding remarks—Let me aſk, Does GOD take care 
for oxen ? Is he a generous benefactor to the meaneſt 
animals, to the loweſt reptiles? Are his munificent re- 
gards extended farther ſtill, and vouchſafed even to the 
moſt abje& worthleſs vegetables! And ſhall they be 
with-held from you, my dear friend, or from me Not 


® x Cor. ix. 9. | 
Vor. II. F f 1 
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ane among all the numberleſs productions which tread 
the ground, or ſtand rooted to the ſoil, wants any con- 
venience that is proper for its reſpective ſtate. And 
will his heavenly FATHER dẽny Theron what is {6 
neceſſary to his preſent comfort, and his final happi- 
neſs? Impoſſible“ 1 {O | 
Ther. I with for, but I can hardly hope to partake 
of, that ſpiritual bleſſing, which always included my 
whole happineſs, and now engroſſes my whole concern. 
Aſp. Not hope to partate of What pretence, what 
ſhadow of foundation has this deſponding temper, ei- 
ther in reaſon or in ſcripture ? Is it not evident from 
the whole book of revelation? Is it not apparent, 
through the whole compaſs of nature, that the Al- 
mighty LORD, „who governeth the world with the 
* palm of his hand 1,“ is remote, infinitely remote, 
from a niggardly diſpoſition? He not only provideth 
for the wants, but even /atisfieth the deſire of every living 
thing Þ. | 

Contider thoſe ſtately poppies, which are now the 
principal ornament of the garden. They have no 
tongue to requeſt the leaſt favour; yet the ever-graci- 
ons MAKER clothes them. from his own wardrobe, 
and: decks them with exquiſite beauty.—Obſerve the 
yung ravens, which fit careleſsly croaking on yonder 


I know not how to forbear tranſcribing a paragraph from one 
of our periodical. papers, which contains a propoſal for adapting na- 
Rural philoſophy to the capacity of children. Wiſhing, at the ſame 
t me, that the ingenious author would enlarge his ſketch into a trea- 
t ſe, and execute the plan which hie has fo judiciouſly projected, and 
of which he has given us ſo delicate a ſpecimen. 

After ſome remarks on the ſagacity of birds, their induſtry, and 
other. ſurpriſing properties, he adds—** Is it for birds, O LORD, 
that thou haſt joined together ſo many miracles, which they have 
„% no knowledge of? Is it for men who give no attention to them 
« Ts it for the curious, who are ſatisfied with admiring, without raiſ- 
ing their thoughts to there? Or is it not rather viſſble, that thy 
% deſign has been to call us to thyſelf by ſuch a ſpectacle? To 
„ make us ſenſible of thy providence and infinite wiſdom, and to 
«* fill us with confidence in thy bounty, who watcheſt, with fo 
*© much care and tendernefs, over birds, though two of them arc 
4+ fold- but far a farthing?”* | 


+ Ecclus. xviii. 3. | t PGl, exlv. 16. 
wo. 1 *  boughs. 
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boughs. Do they cry * for food? It is in hoarſe unar- 
ticulate accents. Yet the all- ſupporting GOD hears 
meaning in their noiſe, and ſupplies their every need 
from his own ſpontaneous bounty. If he accommo- 
dates the former, though incapable of aſking ; if he at- 
tends to the latter, though inſenſible of their benetac- 
tor; can he diſregard our preſſuig wants? Will he e- 
je our earneſt petitions? Eſpecially when we ſeek 
ſuch pure and exalted gifts, as it is both his delight and 
his honour to beſtow. | 

Ol my friend, look abroad into univerſal nature, 
and look away every diſquieting thought. 

Ther. Did you inquire what pretence I have for this- 
deſponding temper ?. Alas! I have more than a pre- 
tence. I have a reaſon. A reaſon too obvious, my 

at unworthineſs ! : | 

App. Pray where was the worthineſs of the ſtiſf-· neck- 
ed Iiraelites? Yet the LORD bare them, and carried 
them all-the days of old f. - Where was the worthineſs, of 
Saul the blaſphemer ? Yet the bleſſed JESUS made him 
a choſen veſſel, and fet him as a ſignet on his right» 
hand.—You deſerve nothing at the hand of GOD our 
SAVIOUR. And what did Joſeph's brethren deſerve 
from the viceroy of Egypt? Yet he delivered them from 


famine, who ſold him to ſlavery. He ſettled them in 


the choice territories, who caſt him into the horrible 
pit. He ſhewed himſelf a friend and a father to thoſe 
unnatural relations, who were his actual betrayers, and 
his intentional murderers.—And can you perſuade 
yourſelf, will you harbour a ſuſpicion, that CHRIST 
is leſs compaſlionate than Joſeph? Shall a frail mortal 
out- vie IMMANUEL in beneficence ? 

Ther. Is not ſome righteouſneſs of our own indiſpen- 
ſibly required, in order to our participation of the righ- 


teouſneſs of CHRIST. 


Aſp. Yes, ſuch a righteouſneſs as Zaccheus the publi- 
can, or the Philippian jailor poſſeſſed. —Zaccheus was 
a man of infamous character, and chief among the ex- 
tortioners. The jailor was a barbarous perſecutor, and 
w purpoſe a ſelf- murderer. Yet our LORD ſays to 


* Pal. cxlvii. 9. _ F Ifai, Ixii. 32. 
2 
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the former, This day, without enjoining any courſe of 
previous preparation, this very day, wil I abide at thy 
-Zouſe, and bring even to ſuch a ſcandalous “ dwelling, 
impart even to its profligate F owner, my great ſalva- 
tion. St. Paul directs the latter, without inſiſting up- 
on any antecedent duty or reformation, to believe 51: the 
LORD FESUS. And aſſures the poor ſinner, trein- 
bling on the very brink of deſpair, that, in ſo doing, 
he 2 be ſaved. 11 
Thus, might he have added, was I myſelf ſaved, 
Not while I was exerciſing righteouſneſs; not when 
„I had obtained righteouſneſs ;| but in the very midſt 
* of my ungodlineſs and cruelty. While I was breat/- 
„ing out threatnings and flaughter againſt the diſciples 
% of my LORD; nay, when I was drawing nigh to 
* Damaſcus, and upon the point of executing the moſt 
« diabolical deſigns.” 
Are not theſe remarkable caſes ſo many ads and pre- 
cedents of the court of heaven? Were they not recorded 
for our obſervation, imitation, and comfort? If ſo, no- 
thing is required, in order to our participation of 
CHRIST and his benefits, but only that we receive 
them. Receive them as the freeſt of gifts, or as mat- 
ter of mere grace, vouchſafed to the moſt unworthy. 
Ther. Is it not neceſſary that we have, at leaſt, a 

conviction of our need of theſe benefits, and a ſenſe 
of their unſpeakable worth ? Ie bay 

' Aſp. Not as the condition of our enjoying them. Not 
as giving us a warrant to claim or poſſeſs them. The 
proper buſineſs of ſuch convictions is only to act as i- 
mulatives, exciting us earneltly to covet, gladly to re- 
ceive, the-unſpeakably needful giſts. Came, only come, 
is our MASTER's language. Without ſtaying to ac- 
quire any goodly qualities, is his meaning.—Our RE- 


* Fcandalons—For the neighbours ſay, on this occaſion, e i; 
gone to be gueſt with a man that is a ſinner, à notorions ſinner. Sce 
the import of apgaxprwacs, in ſuch'a-eonnettion, Luke vii. 37. 

+ Profligate—Neither is this too ſevere a cenſure on Zaccheus. 


Becauſe, none but an abandoned ſhameleſs wretch—No fon ot Abra- 
ham, till he was loſt to all ſenſe of decency, would undertake the 


office which the chief of the publicans exerciſed. | 
10 DEEMER 
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DEEMER and his benefits? are like a free port. You: 
enter, without paying any duty, And though the 


| plague, the plague of guilt be in your veſſel, you need 
not ſtay to perform quarantine z no, nor delay a fingle 


moment. 
Ther. Surely, to come without any holineſs, without 


any decent preparative, mult be a groſs indignity to the 
divine JESUS: Whoever preſents a petition to any 
earthly ſovercign, will think it abſolutely neceſſary, not 
to appear in a flovenly diſhabille, much leſs in filthy 
raiment. Does not our LORD himſelf, in the para- 
ble of the wedding-garment, inculcate this very point, 
and caution us againſt a preſumptuous approach? 

Aſp. In this parable, CHRIST is both the bride- 
groom, the ſeaſl, and the wedding-garment *.. And. 
why are invited to an union with this bridegroom ? To- 
be gueſts at this feaſt? To be arrayed with this wed- 
ding-garment?— The meſſengers are fent, not to the 
manſion- houſes of the rich, or the palaces of the migh-- 
ty; but to the þigh-ways and hedges : where miiery 
mourns, and poverty pines, and baſeneſs hides her 
head. Jo whom is their meſſage addreiled ?. Not to the 
amiable or accompliſhed; but to the por, the maimed,. 
the Halt, the bland f. Perſons who have no recom- 
mending endowments, but every lethſame and diſpuftful” 
property. Yet theſe, (mark the pailage, my triend; 
mark well the encouraging circamſtance); he are not 
only allowed, but intreated—importuned—and, by all. 
the arts of perſuaſion, by every weig%ty or winning, 
motive, *compzl/ed to come in.—After all this, furely it 
cannot be un act of preſumption to accept, but muit be 
a breaeh of duty to refuſe the invitation. 

Ther, You take no notice of the man who was 


found' without a wedding-garment ;. which is by far 


the moſt @/arming incident, and that which gives me 
no ſmall uneaſinets, "2's | 

Aſp. And does-my Theron take proper notice of the 
divine declaration? / fave prepared my dinner, ſays the 


15 5 Matt, xxl 17. Hee reti eff juſtifia CHRISTL BENGEL.- 
11 loc. | 
+. Luke xiv. 2t, 


© £4 KING. 
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KING eternal; all things are ready *. „ Whatever 
« is neceſſary for the juſtification, the holineſs, the 
% complete ſalvation of fipners, is provided in the me- 
« rit and the grace of my SON. Let them come, 
« therefore, as to a nuptial banquet, and freely enjcy 
« my munificence; and fealt their ſouls with the royal 
« proviſion.” 

he man without a wedding-garment, denotes the 
ſpecious ſuperficial profeſſor; who is called by CHRIST's 
name, but has never put an CHRIST JESUS by faith, 
—Shall I tell you more plainly whom this character 
repreſents? You yourſelt, my dear Theron, was, ſome 
months ago, in the ſtate of this unhappy creature, 
When you truſted in yourſelf, and thought highly of 
your own, ons. meanly of your SAVILUUR's 
righteouſneſs.— If your former miſtakes made you re- 
ſemble him like a partner or a brother, take heed, 
left your preſent objections rank you in the number of 
his neighbours or couſins. 

Let us imitate a better example. Imitate the return- 
ing prodigal. He came with no recommendation, ei- 
ther of dreſs, of perſon, or of character. None but 
His nakedneſs, his miſery, and an acknowledgement of 
vileneſs, which had every aggravating, not one exte- 
nuating circumſtance. Yet he was received—received 
with indulgence—received with carefſes—and, with- 
out ſtaying to provide any handſome apparel. of his 
_ own, was clothed with that 3% robe, the robe of a 

SAVIOUR's righteouſneſs. ; 
Let us accuſtom ourſelves to conſider this incompa- 
rable robe under its proper cyangelical character. It 
is not a matter of bargain, nor the ſubje& of ſale, but 
a <4 : The gift of righteouſneſs, ſays the apoſtle. And 
gitts, we all agree, are not to be purchaſed, but recei- 
ved.— That we may not nnaccountably neglect what 
we ſo perfectly know, the parable you mention is a 
firong, ſtanding, ſeaſonable admonition. It teaches us 
another kind ,of fear than that which has alarmed 
your mind. It teaches us to fear, leſt, by not accept- 
ing this ſacred gift, we incur the divine diſpleaſure. 


Matt. Xxii. 4. 75 
N . 
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Ther. How, Aſpaſio! Can this be the ſenſe of the 
paſſage? | | | 
_ Aſp. The gueſts, yon know, conſiſted of poor out- 
caſts. They were collected from. the high-ways and 
hedges. Now we cannot ſuppoſe, that people in ſuch 
circumſtances, from ſuch a fituation, and coming at a 
minute's warning, ſhould be able to furnith themſelves 
with a dreſs ſuitable to the grand occaſion. We mult 
therefore ſuppoſe, (which 1s very contormable to the 
eaſtern caltoms), that the king had ordered his ſervants 
to accommodate each gueſt from the royal wardrobe : 
that each might have this additional token of his ſo- 
vereign's fayour, and all might be arrayed in a man- 
ner becoming the magnificeace of the ſolemnity.— The 
unhappy perſon who was bound hand and ſoot, and 
caſt iuto outer darkneſs, had, no doubt, an offer of the 
nuptial ſuit. But he reſuſed either to receive it or to 
wear it, and rudely made his appearance in his own 
2 Which, however they might comport with 
is private ſtation, or anſwer his perſonal convenien- 
cies, were infinitely too mean for this illuſtrious cere- 
mony.— The king, reſenting ſuch a behaviour, as an 
inſult on his majeſty, and a contempt of his bounty, 
molt juſtly condemned the negligent and diſdainful 
wretch to a ſevere puniſhment. A puniſhment, you 
will obſerve, not for the commiſian of former iniquities, 
but for the refuſal of preſent grace. 

Ther. “ The refuſal. of prelent grace!“ Is this the 
only crime with which you can ſuppoſe him or me 

chargeable ? | 
Alb. Not the only, but it is the moſt provoking, and 
the moſt deſtructive crime. 

5 Is nothing then, nothing to be done on our 
- Aſp. You are an admirer of nature, Theron. Read 
your favourize book, or hear your favourite author. 


Nature is Chriftian, preaches to mankind, , 
Aud bids dead matter aid us in our creed. | 
Ther. Explain yourſelf, Aſpaſio. I ſhould be glad 
to find in the volume of nature any thing adapted to 
remove my diſtreſs, and encourage my hopes. 
AP. 
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Aſp. When the ALMIGHTY made man, and pla- 
ced him in this habitable world, did he ſay, „Here is 
« a dwelling- place, furniſh yourſelf with accommoda- 
4 tions. Here are materials; let your own ſkill forn 
the trees, the fruits, the grain? — Or did he ſay, 
Here they are, ready formed to your hand; only do 
« ſomething in order to qualify yourſelves for them, 
4 or entitle yourſelves to them? No; his language 
was, They are fully prepared. You are welcome to 
* make uſe of them all. They are my free giſt to my 
4 needy creatures.“ 

In like manner, when he ſent his SON into the 
world, to make the atonement for fin, and to work the 
juſtifying righteouſneſs, he ſaid not to fallen man, 
Do your part in this grand buſineſs: at leaſt, make 
'« yourſelf, in ſome degree, meet for theſe benefits.” — 
No; but he ſpoke, or rather now ſpeaks in the goſpel, 
to this effect: The work is all done, with a per- 
« ſection that is abſolute, and admits of no addition. 
The benefits are not to diftinguiſh merit, but to re- 
* cover the ruined. Therefore, as ruined, undeſerv- 
« ing, guilty creatures, you are welcome to apply and 
„ enjoy them all.” i 

Ther. What! is not heavenly-mindedneſs to be ex- 
eerciſed? No victory over our luſts gained? No fruits of 
3 ſancti fication produced? | | | 
© Aſp. Theſe legal apprehenfions! how cloſely they 
cleave to my Theron's mind! But, I hope, the word 
of GOD, which pierceth to the dividing aſunder the 
ſoul and ſpirit, will give the ſevering blow. And what 
ſays that facred word? It deſcribes the goſpel as a 
will or teſtament *, and all its glorious bleilings as le- 


gact?; 


* 


» Heb: ix. 16, 17. This notion not only runs through the 
Scriptures, but, ſtands conſpicuous even in their title - page. 
What are they called? be Ol D and the NR] TESTAMENT,— 
What is a teſtament? An authentic deed, in which eſtates arc 
tranſmitted, and legacies bequeathed. In other teſtaments, fome 
earthly poſſeſſion; in this, the heavenly patrimony, even all the 
riches of grace, and the everlaſting inheritance of glory. Did we 
conſider the Scriptures in this light, it would be a moſt engaging 
invitation to ſearch them with aſſiduity and pleaſure, What chil 


is willing to continue ignoraut of a deccaſed parent's laſt will and 
182 : teſtament ? 
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gacies bequeathed. by the dying JESUS. When your 
old acquaintance Charicles lett you a handſome legacy, 


what did you, do to eſtabliſh your title, and make it 


your own ? 
Ther. My title was pre-eſtabliſhed by my friend's do- 


nation. I had nothing to do but to claim, to accept, 


and to poſſeſs. 


Aſp. Do the very ſame in the preſent caſe. CHRIST 
having merited pardon, and obtained eternal redemp- 
tion, made his laſt will, and recorded it in the New 
Teſtament. There he diſpoſes of thoſe unſearchable 
riches. And who are his /:gatees? Not the holy or the 
heavenly minded, but ſinners, loſt ſinners of mankind. 
Under i character, you are to claim, accept, and 
poſſeſs, the great TESTATOR's beneficence.— Sure 
you cannot {ſuppoſe that CHRIST”s kindneſs is leſs ſin- 
cere, or that CHRIST's donations are leſs valid, than 
thoſe of an earthly defunct. | 
- Ther. This illuſtration hardly reaches the point. I 
ſpeak not of doing any thing under the notion of me- 
rit, but of qualification ; that which may not entitle 


us to CHRIST), but only prepare our way to him. 


Ap. By ſuch notions, inſtead of preparing your way 
to CHRIST, you fill it with ſtumbling- blocks, preci- 
pices, and deep pits.—As to qualification, if there be 
any ſuch thing, it is our extreme indigence; and this, 
I preſume, you-are not without. Other qualification 
neither reaſon preſcribes nor ſcripture requires. 

Reaſon preſcribes no other. —The gifts of the eternal 
SOVEREIGN are intended not to recognize our ima- 
ginary worth, but to aggrandize our ideas of his im- 
menſe liberality. They are intended to ſhew forth the 
exceeding riches of his goodneſs ; which pardons and 
ſaves, not only without merit, but againit demerit. To 
anſwer ſuch a deſign, the unworthy and the ſinners are 
duly qualified; nay, are the only qualified perſons. | 
Soeripture requires no other. — The ever-merciful SA- 
VIOUR fays not, they are unqualified for my falva- 
tion, They have no valuable or noble acquirements. 
teſtament? Who does not covet to know, what honours, heredita- 


ments, and wealtt, de volve to his enjoyment, by ſuch an intereſting 
and venerable conveyance ? 
But 
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But this is his tender complaint; They will not come 15 
me, jult as they are; with all their fins about them; 
with all their guilt upon them; that they may have life *. 
Pray, take notice of this text, and you will ſee things 
placed in a new light. You will behold CHRIST un- 
der a new character, and his benefits ranged in a new 
order. Sanctification, heavenly-mindedneſs, and a 
victory over our luſts, are not the qualities which he 
requires, but the bleſſings which he confers. Not what 
we bring to him, as introductory conditions; but what 
we receive from bim, as the fruit of his ſufferings, and 
the effect of bis grace. | ; 
Ther. The unworthy and ſinners the only gral:- 
„ fed!“ Of this expreſſion I cannot but take particu- 
lar notice. Then Judas ſhould ſtand in the firſt rank 
f qualified perſons ; while the devout centurion, 5. 
prayers and alms came up as a memorial before GOD, 
maſt thereby be unqualified for the favour of Heaven. 
Aſp. If you obſerved my expreſſion, I ſpoke in the 
Hypothetical ' manner ; made a ſuppoſition, rather 
than advanced an aſſertion. there be any qualifica- 
tion, this is the only one. But, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there 
is no fuch thing. The impulſive or inclining cauſe of 
all GOD's favour ſhewn, of all GOD's 814 exer- 
ciſed, is from the creature? No, but from Himel, 
himſelf a/one. He has mercy, not becauſe this or that 
» perſon is amiable, is meet, or qualified, but becauſe he 
avill have mercy.—As for our need of mercy and recon- 
ciation, ariſing from a ſtate of ſinfulneſs, this can no 
more conſtitute a rea qualification for the bleflings, 
than an act of rebellion can qualify for the firit honours 
of the ſtate. a . 
But this we muſt allow, that ſuch need, ſuch miſery, 
ſuch finfulneſs, illuſtrate the feeneſs, and manifeſt the. 


0 * John v. 40. | 
+ If the-reader ſhould think, that Theron's objection is not fully 
anſwered, the deficiency may in this manner be ſupplied. — Judas 
Val ſufficiently qualified as a 75 ſinner; but he refuſed the grace 
throngh diſtruſt and deſpair. Cornelius, inſtead of being unquali- 
| fied for, was an actual partaker of divine grace; which inclined him 
to offer up ſacrifices of acknowledgment, after he had relied on the 
only ſacriſice of alonement, See vol. i. page 211. 
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riches of grace. This alſo we ſhould never forget, that 
GOD's firſt and leading purpoſe, in all his favourable 
diſpenſations to fallen man, is, to demonſtrate the ſo- 
vereignty, and diſplay the glory of his grace. — The 
LORD, promiſing a very extraordinary deliverance to 
Iſrael ; promiſing all the bleſſings of the new covenant, 
fays, Net for your ſakes, be it known unts you, do I this * 
fignal act of kindneſs: —For ye have diſobeyed me in 
your own land, and diſhonoured me among the hea- 
then. What then is the inducement ? We and it in 
the following declaration, J, ever I am HE, that blot- 
teth out your tranſoreſſions for my own — +; becauſe IL 
am unſpeakably kind; becauſe I delight in loving-kind- 
neſs, and have pleaſure in the ſalvation of ſinners.— 
What is the end of all? It is rox THE PRAISE OF THE 
GLORY OF His Grace FJ. A proper motto for all the 
diſplays of divine benevolence to ſinful creatures; eſpe- 
cially for the gift of a perfect and everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs ; which-1s to man the bleſſing of bleflings, and to 
GOD the glory of glories. 

Ther. This is a giſt indeed To be intereſted in all 
the merits of CHRIST! To have his immaculate righ- 
teouſneſs imputed to my ſoul !—So that from hence- 
forth there {hall be no fear of condemnation, but a com- 
fortable enjoyment of freeſt love, and a delightful ex- 
pectation of completeſt glory! _ 

Aſp. Admirably ſpoken! Of all theſe bleſſings 
CHRIS T's righteouſneſs is truly meritorious, and 
certainly productive. And why thould you not, by 
receiving the latter, enjoy the former? Why ſhould 
diffidence, like a malignant ſpectre, haunt your 
thoughts, thwart your paths, and hold back or un- 
nerve your hand ? - | | 

If this rich donation ſurpaſs your very thoughts, 
and fill you with grateful aſtoniſhment, it is ſo much 
the better adapted to exemplify what the Scripture 
very emphatically ityles, the abundant, the ſuperabun- 
dant, the exceeding abundant || grace of our G0D.— 


I n alli as. onen 
f Tig X#8is» 2 Cor. ix. 14,—T Tegsreg oo wer E 
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GOD is a boundleſs ocean of love; ever flowing, yet 
abſolutely inexhauſtible. See! what an innumerable 
variety of benefits are tranſmitted from yonder ſun, to 
gladden all the regions of nature ! Yet the ſun is but a 
ſpark its higheſt ſplendour no more than a ade; its 
uninterrupted and moſt profuſe communications of light 
a poor diminutive ſcantling, compared with the riches 
of divine benignity. 0 

The ſervant in the parable, who owed ten thouſand 
talents , craved only ſome” merciful forbearance : 
whereas his generous lord remitted the whole ſum, and 
gave him an acquittance in full ; / forgave thee all that 

debt f. —-Vou wonder, and very deſervedly, at ſuch vaſt 
generoſity! But what had been your admiration, it 
you had ſeen the noble maſter admitting this obnoxious 
ſlave to a ſhare in his dignity ! What, if he had made 
ſo worthleſs a wretch the child of his family, and the 
heir of his eſtate ? This, you are ready to ſay, would 
exceed the bounds of credibility. Yet GOD Almigh- 
ty's ſtupendous beneficence exceeds all this. He not 
only ſpares guilty creatures, but makes them his c/1/- 
dren; makes them inheritors of his kingdom; and, as 
an introduction to all, or rather as the crown of all, 
makes them partakers of his SON. 

Ther. The gift is ineſtimable; of more value than 
all worlds. It will render me bleſſed and happy now 
and for ever. 

Ap. Then it is perfectly agreeable to the glorious 
geſpel of the blejed GOD. Hear what the firſt writer || 
: in 


+ If theſe were talents of gold, the ſum would amount to ſeventy- 
two millions ſterling. If only talents of ſilver, the debt would have 
been four millions, four hundred thouſand pounds. Hereby our 
LORD moſt ſignificantly intimates the vaſt number, and the enor- 
mous magnitude, of our offences againſt GOD, together with our 
utter incapacity of making any ſatisfaction, and his moſt magniti- 
cent grace in freely forgiving all. 
+ Matt. xviii. 32. * Heb. iii. 18. 

st. Chryſoſtom, deſcribing the office of a preacher vr eyange- 

liſt, thus expreſſes himſelf : Kai yag xonuriug arugers, R 
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in the Chriſtian church ſays upon this charming ſub- 
jet :—© The goſpel comprehends a — from 
« puniſhment, a remiſſion of ſins, the gift of righte- 
« ouſneſs, the endowment of ſanctification, redemption 
« from every evil, the adoption of ſons, the inheri- 
« tance of heaven, and a moſt endeared, a conjugal 


- « relation to the infinitely majeſtic SON of GOD : 


all theſe divinely precious privileges preached, pre- 
« ſented, vouchſafed, to the foolith, to the diſobedient, 
% to enemies.“ 
- Ther. May ſuch unworthy perſons look for bleſſings 
ſo ſuperlatively excellent? {Uk | 
Aſp. Unworthy !—My dear friend, dwell no longer 
on that obſolete topic. Remember the poor ragged 
creatures, that ſat ſhivering and ſtarved under the 
hedges. Were they worthy to receive an invitation, they 
worthy to be allowed admiſſion, to a magnificent court 
and a royal banquet ? 
Aſſure yourſelf, the greateſt unworthineſs is no ob- 
jection in GOD's account; ſince he never looks at any 
thing amzable in the creature, that may engage him to 
ſhew mercy, nor yet at any thing abominable in the 
creature, that may with-hold him from ſhewing mer- 
cy. Not for your fake, but for iny own ſake, is his in- 
variable decree. | F 
With regard to worthineſs, this is as much diſavow- 
ed by the goſpel as equivocal *® generation is exploded 
by the modern philoſophy ; the goſpel being a gracious 
proviſion, made, by the fupreme royal prerogative, for 
the relief of the ruined, and the ſalvation of the ungodlh. 
| Nay, this notion of yours is diametrically contrary to 


| the goſpel, and totally ſubver/ive of the covenant of 


grace. ; 


ts, Foo &[Vapeoot, Toi BW axela xabyuire;. Vol. ii. pag. 2. 
it. Savil. | | ' ; 
The ancients imagined, that many vegetables and inſets were 

produced by I know. not what plaſtic power in the ſun and other 

elements. This is called equivocal generation. Whereas the medera 
philoſophers maintain, that every individual of this kind derives its 
being from ſome parent - vegetable or parent- animal. This is ſtyled 
uni vocal generation.— The former opinion is now univerſally reject- 


ed as irrational, ehimerical, and to the laſt degree unpbiloſopbical. 
Vor. II. 7 G 8 5 Ther. 
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Ther. In what reſpect? 

Aſp. Becauſe it would make our own duty and obe- 
dience the terms; whereas the terms were CHRIST"”s 
faffering, and CHRIST's obedience. Theſe are the 
hinge on which that great tranſaction turns, and on 
which the hope of the world hangs, | 
Ther. Be more particular, Aſpaſio. 

Aſp. The firſt covenant was made with Adam, for 
bimſelf and for us. Breaking it, he loſt his original 
righteouſneſs, and became ſubje& to death; became at 
once a bankrupt and a rebel, In this gnilt, in this mi- 
ſery, we and all his poſterity ſhared.—Now you cannot 
fuppole, that the, Almighty MAJESTY would enter 
into a freſh covenant with an inſelvent and attained 
creature. It pleaſed, therefore, the SECOND PER. 
SON of the adorable TRINITY to undertake our 


cauſe, to become our ſurety, and put himſelf in our 


ſtead. Vith him the ſecond covenanant was made: He 
was charged with the performance of the conditions, 
thereby to obtain pardon and righteouſneſs, grace and 
glory, for all his people. I have made a covenant, ſays 
the LORD JEHOVAH, not with fallen Adam, or 
any of his guilty race, but with my CHOSEN ONE. 


And the terms were, (you will permit me to repeat the 
momentous truth), not your worthineſs or mine, but 


the incarnation, the obedience, the death of GOD's 
ever · bleſſed SON. 

Ter. Has man then no office aſſigned, no part to 
act, in the covenant of grace? , 


d. faxxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this pſalm, in 
its ſablimaſ ſenſe, is referable to CHRIST, and, in its full extent, 
is referable only unto CHRIST. If fo, I think it would be more 
fgnificant and emphatical to render yn My CHOSEN ONE. — 
This will furniſh out a very clear” and cogent argument to prove, 
hat the covenant of grace was made, nat with. us, our anceſtors ot 
ſucceſſors, but with the LORD JESUS CHRIST in our name; 
juſt ſuch an argument as the apoſtle uſes to convince the Galatians, 
that the promiſes of the covenant were made to the fame divine 
PERSON, Gal. iii. 16.—From both which premiſes this impor- 
tant concluſion follows, That juſtification and every ſpiritual bleſ- 
ling are the fruit of CHRIS T's Obedience; are lodged in him #5 
the great proprietary ; are communicatel to ſinners only througa 
fa:th, ot in a way of belicying. See Zech. ix. 11. 
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Aſp. He has: but it is a part which my friend ſeems 
very loth to diſcharge. His part is to accept the bleſ- 
ſings fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, and freely 

ſented to the finner. His part is, not to dithonour 
the REDEEMER's gracious interpoſition, and infi- 
nitely ſufficient performance, by pretending to any me- 
rit of his .own. His part (why will you conſtrain me 
to reiterate in this manner ?) is, not to bring money in 
his hand with the- ten brethren, but with an empty 
hand, and like an impoverithed Lazarus, to tate hold of 
GOD covenant *. | 

Ther. If this be the nature of the new covenant, I 
malt confeſs, that I have hitherto been ignorant of it, 
and of the goſpel. 

Aſp. And from hence ariſes your preſent diſtreſs. 
To this, not to your unworthineſs, but to 77s I aſcribe 
our perplexity and anguith.—You are a philoſopher, 

heron, and have been accuſtomed to examine the 
proportion of objects, rather than to weigh them in the 
balance of the ſanctuary. Here you find ſuch accounts 

of divine grace, and ſuch diſtributions of divine favour, 
as break through and ſuperſede all the rules of equity 
and proportion maintained among men. This quite 
overthrows your concluſions drawn from the fue of 
things, —OQverthrows, did I ſay? Let me correct my- 
ſelf. Is it not fit, highly fit, that we ſhould, however un- 
worthy in ourſelves, magnify the grace of our GOD ? 

Ther. Moſt certainly. 

Aſp. How can this be done but by expecting great 
and ſuperlatively precious bleſſings from his hand? 
Alexander, you know, had a . — but indigent 
| Philoſopher in his court. Our adept in ſcience was once 
particularly ſtraitened in his circumſtances. To whom 
ſhould he apply but to his patron, the conqueror of the 
world? His requeſt was no ſooner made than granted. 
Alexander gave him a commiſſion to receive of his 
treaſurer whatever he wanted. He immediately de- 
wands, in his ſovereign's name, ten thouſand pounds.— 
The treaſurer, ſurpriſed at fo large a demand, refuſes 
to comply; but waits upon the king, and repreſents: 


® Ifai. lvi. 4. | 
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the affair; adding withal, how unreaſonable he thought 
the petition, and how exorbitant the ſam,—Alexander 
heard him with patience ; but, as ſoon as he had end- 
ed his remonſtrance, replied, © Let the money be in- 
te ſtantly paid. I am delighted with this philoſopher's 
« way of thinking. He has done me + ſingular ho. 
4% nour. By the Lirgencf of his requeſt, he thews the 
« high idea he has conceived, both of my ſuperiour 
« wealth and my royal munificence. “ | 

Thus, my dear Theron, let us hononr what the in- 
ſpired penman ſtyles, the marvellous loving-kindaeſ7 of 
FEHOVL AH. From the King, whoſe name is the LORD 
of Hoſts, let us expet—T fay not what correſponds 
with our low models of generofity—1 fay not what we 
ſuppole proportioned to our fancied deferts—but what is 
ſuitable to the unknown magnificence of his name, and 
the unbounded benevolence of his heart. Let us expect 
ſach divinely rich bleflings as ſurpaſs all created power, 
and all human apprehenfion. Then we ſhall no longer 
be afraid aſſuredly to truſt that gracious declaration, 
sds CHRIST 18 made of GOD unto us wiſdom, and WR © 
righteouſneſr, and ſanttification, and redeniption. FE SUS BB 
CHRIST hath given himſelf for'us; and doer give hin. F 
ſelf to us, aer with all the bleſſings of his purchaſe, 
from the pardon of our daily infirmities, even to eter- 
nal life in glor x. 25 N 
Ter. Yes, upon condition that we fight the good 
fight, and finiſh our courſe of duty. Fenceforth, ſays ÞÞ 
the apoſtle, after this is done, there is laid up for me, 
and for other victorious ſoldiers, for other faithful la- 
bourers, a crown of rightgouſneſs. GT | 

Aſp. But is it vouchlafed on account of their ſucceſſ- 
ful warfare, or perſevering obedience? If ſo, Iſrael may 
waunt themſelves, and ſay, Mine own hand, not the 
REDEEME R's interpoſition, hath /aved me. 

Not to repeat what has alrcady been alledged in op- 
poſition to this opinion not to produce what mig ht 
farther be urged from a variety of ſcriptural teſtimo- 
nies—T ſhall only deſire you to obſerve what the apo- 
ſtle himſelf adds in this very place: There is laid up fer 
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me a crown of righteouſneſs : but is this the pay pro- 
portionate or owing to his own ſervices? Is it what he 

claims and demands on the foot of duty performed 
The very title of the reward implies the contrary. Ic 

is 4 crown of righteouſneſs, becauſe purchaſed by the 

meritorious and conſummate righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
Ahe action of the Judge declares the contrary : which: 
the LORD, the righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that 
day. It is, you fee, a git, an act of favour, the iſſue 
of unmerited bounty; what neither ſaint, nor martyr, 
nor apoſtle enjoys, but only by way of gracious dona- 
tion “. | 

You have been complaining of your guilt. Why will. 
you increaſe and aggravate it? Why will you add rob- 
bery to all your other tranſgreſſions?. 

Ther. Robbery ! 

Aſp: Ves, Theron. By all this hackwardneſs to re- 
ceive CHRIST and his benefits, you are really rob- 
bing GOD;. robbing him of the brighteſt jewel in his 
erown ;. the honour of—his tree grace—his rich mer- 
ey—his matchleſs, incomprehenſible, heavenly bounty. 

Ther, Ah! my Aſpaſio! you don't know my ſtate.- 
Vou cannot conceive my guilt ! I was, by nature, a 
child of wrath. I have been, by practice, a flave of. 


* ; Tim. iv. 8. The word awedwot, as it (tands in the preſent 
connection, is, I think, very properly explained by a late pious 
profeſſor of divinity at Glaſgow : Profitetur fiduciam ſuam de gra- 
tuia mercede, quam DEUS gratis promiſit omuibus fidelibus, et ut 
Juſtus judex, jaſte ſimul et ex gratia reprudet, non ex merito ulla no- 
Aero, ſed priora dona ſua gratuita poſter iaribus gratuit cumalando. - 
Dicso Nn Expol, Analyt. 

+ I believe no one experienced in the ſpiritnal life will ſuſpect 
that Theron ſpeaks out of charafer.—Conſcience, when once alarm 
ed, is a ſtubborn and unceremonious thing. It pays no deferenc? 
to wealth: it never ſtands in awe of grandeur: neither can it be 
ſoothed by the refinements of education, nor pacified by tnc attain- 
ments of learning. And we generally find, that a moſt unaccounta-- 
ble propenſity to /e/f-wor!linefs Rrongly polleties the newly awaken- 
ed ſinner. He is perpetually raifing ohjec tions, founded on the want 
of perſonal merit, notwithſtanding all our remonſtrauces to quiet 
his fears, and remove his jealouſies. It is indeed a hard taſk for 4 
mind, naturally leavened with legal pride, to come naked and mi- 
ſerable to CHRIST—to come, diveſted of every recommendation 
but that of extreme wretchedneſs ; and receive, from the hand of. 


wwerited benigaity, the free riches of evangelical grace. 
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ſin. What is worſe, I am till corrupt, have ſtill a 
carnal heart.—And has not ſuch a wretch forfeited all 
title to the divine favour? Nay, does not ſuch a wretch 
deſerve the vengeance of eternal fire? 
i Aſp. That we all deſerve this miſery, is certain be- 
yond diſpnte. I am glad that we are ſenſible of our 
Horrible vileneſs. Now we are to believe, that the 
LORD JESUS has ſatisfied divine juſtice ; has paid 
an immenſely glorions price, on. purpoſe to obtain for 
ſuch damnable wretches, both the manifeſtation and 
all the fruits of the divine good-will. According to 
the import of that charming ſcripture, when we were 
enemies (and what is there in an enemy to beſpeak fu- 
vour, or deſerve benefits?) due were reconciled ts 600 
by the death of his SVN. 

You have great guilt, —Put is this a reaſon why you 
ſhould; be prohibited the bleſſings of the covenant ? Cou- 


template the ſtate of that forlora and wretched outcaſt, 


deſcribed in the ſixteenth of Ezekiel. An infant ir 7; 
blozd: this repreſents a ſinner, who has nothing to ex- 
cite love, but all that may provoke abhorrence. Hear 
what the HOLY ONE of Iſrael ſays concerning ſuch 
an one: When I ſaw thee—waſhed, and purified, and 
made meet for my acceptance? No; but when I ſaw 
thee polluted in thy blond + ; lothſome with defilement, 
and laden with iniquity : then, even then, I aid unte 
thee, live: I ſpread my ſkirt over thee, and thou became 
mine. Can you think of any reaſon why ſuch a ſordid 
object ſhould be cheriſhed and careſſed, but mercy alone, 


mere mercy, properly ſo called? Yet this is the manner 


of GOD's proceeding, not barely with one people, but 
with ſinners of every denomination ; not in one period 
of time only, but through all ages and all generations. 

You are /till corrupt. — What then? Does this hinder 
you from being relieved by the SAVIOUR's righte- 


1 * Rom. v. 10. a 
+ The words are peculiarly emphatical 5 not only doubled, but 
redoubled. To denote, at once, the frangeneſs of the fact, yet the 
ceriainty of the favour. V ben I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted 
in thine own blood, I ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy blood, 
Eve: yea, I ſaid unto thee, when” thou waſt in thy blood, live. 

Ezclz. x V1. 6, | ; 
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ouſneſs? Does it not rather prove you to be one of 
thoſe whom he came to ſeek and to fave?—You are a 
governor of the county-hoſpital, Theron. You have 
been induſtrious in promoting, and are active in ſup- 

rting that excellent inſtitution z where medicine, with 
her healing ſtores, and religion, with her heavenly 
hopes, act as joint handmaids to charity, What are 
the circumſtances which render any perſons the proper 
objects for an admiſſion into your infirmary. 


Ther. Their poverty and their diſtemper. Without 


| poverty, they would not need; and, free from diſtem- 
per, they would not prize the benefit of our modern 


Betheſda. 
Aſp. Apply this to the caſe under conſideration. 'The-. 
whole world is in a ſtate of ſpiritual diſorder. CHRIS 


is y led, by the inſpired writer, The LORD gur Healer *. 


The gift of his righteouſneſs, the balm of his blood, 
and the influences of his SPIRIT, are the ſovereign 
reſtorative. And ſure it cannot be a fanciful perſuaſion 
of our health, but the real miſery of our diſeaſe, which 


_renders us proper objects of his recovering grace. He 


came, not to call the righteous, but finners f : to give 
them repentance and newneſs of life, which he effects, 
by giving himſelf to them as their whole ſalvation. 
Ther. But if any fooliſh and refractory patients have 
abuſed our beneficence, it is a. ſtanding unalterable rule 
of the houſe, never to admit them a ſecond time ; how- 
ever preſſing their exigencies, or however powerful 
their recommender. I have, not once only, but through 


* Exod. xv. 26. 


+ Icame, not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. Matt. 
ix. 13. Many perſons, I am «pt to ſuſpect, miſtake the mcanin 
of this ſweet paſſage, and turn the freely foawing benefits of the goſ- 
pel into the rigorous requirements of the law. | 

They reckon our LORD's calling to repentance, is like a ſchool- 
maſter calling the youths to their taſk, or like a houtholder calling 
his ſervants to their work: whereas, it is like Joſeph, the gover- 
nor of Egypt, calling his brethren, each to receive a ſuit of apparel, 
and all to partzke of his hofpitable banquet. YT 

CHRIST, as a SAVIGUR, is the greateſt of benefactors. When, 
therefore, he calls to repentance, his intention is, not to demand, 


. but to beſtow; not to enjoin, but to impart, HE is exalted, fays 


the apoltle, to give repenlance. AQs v. 31. 


the 
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the whole courſe of my life, abuſed the marvellous lov- 
ing-kindneſs of the LORD. 

Aſp. And is not the LORD ſuperior to all his crea- 
pares in acts of pardon, as well as of power? Yes; as 
thoſe heavens are higher than this proſtrate earth, ſo 
much more enlarged and extenſive is the divine cle- 
mency than the wideſt ſphere of human kindneſs, ſhall 
1 fay? rather, than the boldeſt flights of human imagi-- 
nation. | 


Since Adam fell, no mortal, untnſpir'd,. 
Has ever yet conceiv'd, or ever ſhall, 
How kind is 60D. 


Your ſtatutes are inexorable in caſe of one notorious 
irregularity committed: but the free gift of a RE- 
DEEMER's righteouſneſs is vouchſafed, notwithſtand- 
ing many offences, unto juſtification. It is the glory of 
our Almighty RULER, and redounds to the honour 
of his crucified SON,.to puſs over , not a ſingle tranſ- 
greſſion only, but a multitude of provocations, to be 
altogether as unequalled in mercy, as he is abſolutely 
ſupreme in majeity.. 

As it is the graſſeſ pride to entertain high notions 
of our own accompliſhments, or to expect eternal life 
on the ſcore of our own obedience; ſo it will be the 
greateſ} affront to the grandeur of CHRIST”s merits,. 
and the freenefs of his-grace, if we ſuppoſe our crimes 
too heinous to be forgiven,. or our perſons too vile to 
be accepted. i * | 

Ther. I have often thought, if I was as holy and: 
righteous as ſome perſons whom I know; if I had fuch. 
dominion over my evil affections, and brought forth 
ſuch fruits of righteonfnefs, as I have obſerved in ſome. 
Chriſtians, I could then confidently believe. 

Aſp. Then you would lay your own holineſs and 
righteouſneſs as a foundation for your faith; not the 
infinitely tender mercies, and the unalterably ſure pro- 


miſes of the LORD. In this cafe, you would act like 


* Night- Thoughts. Rom. v. 16. 1 Prov. xix. 11. 
the 
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the maſon, who purpoſes to dig his materials from a 
cloud of ſmoke, not from the ſtones of che quarry. 
Beſides, this method would not only miſcarry, but 
contradict the deſign of CHRIST's coming. He came 
to ſave ſinners, and to juſtify the ungodly. According to 
your notion, he mult come to ſave the righteous,” and 
to juſtify the godly, He mult be a phyſician, not to 
the diſeaſed; but to the healthy; and his blood muſt 
cleanſe, not the defiled, but the pure. DH 
Whatever my friend may have thought, I will not 
ſcruple to affirm, that, if he was indeed a righteous 
and godly perſon, the LORD JESUS, as a SAVI- 
OUR, would have nothing to do with him: but, be- 
ing a ſinful and ungodly man, I will venture to add, 
what the people ſaid to blind Bartimeus, Be of good com- 
fort, he calleth thee. Calleth thee, that thou mayeſt be 
juſtified, ſanctified, ſaved, Therefore, come boldly to 
HIM, rely cheerfully on him, that you may chain this 
great mercy,. and ſhare this rich grace. 
Theron pauſed. — Theſe conſiderations ſeemed to ope- 
rate: this anodyne to take effect. Deſirous to improve 
the favourable juncture, and impart more ſtrong conſo- 
lation, Aſpaſio added. ; 
Ho often did the inhabitants of Jeruſalem diſregard 
the warnings, and reject the counſels of our bleſſed 
LORD! How. juſtly might HE have ſworn in his 
wrath, „They ſhall never hear the joyful ſound of my 
« goſpel more. The bleſſings, which they have fo wan- 
« tonly deſpiſed, and ſo wickedly abuſed, ſhall be ir- 
« revocably withdrawn.” —Inſtead of paſſing ſuch a 
ſentence, this is the charge, which, after his reſurrec- 
tion, he gives to his apoitles ; Let repentance and remiſ- 
ſion of fins be preached, in my name, to all nations, ü- 
GINNING AT JERUSALEM ®,—® At Feruſalem, LORD! 
Have not the men of that ungratetul and barbarous 
city been deaf to thy tendereſt importunities ? Did 
e they not perſecute . thee unto condemnation and 
« death? Are not their weapons ſtill reeking, as it 
„% were, with thy blood, and their tongues {till ſhoot- 
“ing out arrows, even bitter words? by which they 


Luke xxiv. 47. 


« would 
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« would murder thy character, as they have already cru- 
« cified thy perſon,” —Yet theſe wretches, (and could 
any be more inhuman? could any be more unworthy ?) 
are not only not abhorred, but unto them is the meſ- 
ſage of grace, and the word of ſaivation ſent. Nay, to 
ſhew the unparalleled freeneſs of our REDEEME R's 
grace, theſe are fit upon the heavenly liſt. The glad 
tidings of pardon and life, which are to be publithed 
through the world, t begin (amazing mercy!) musr 
BEGiN at Jeruſalem. 8 

Ther. Thus much I may venture to profeſs in my 
own behalf, that I long for this bleſſing —l1 pray for 
this bleſſing— But I cannot ſee my title to this compre- 
h:nfive and ineſtimable bleſſing, clear. | 

Aſp. I behold it perfectly clear. Not becauſe you 
long for it, and pray for it; but becanſe CHRIST and 
his righteouſneſs are granted * unto you in the ſure ir- 
revocable record of the goſpel. | 

Ther. Can you mention a paſſage in which theſe pre- 
cious bleſſings are granted? 

Aſp. E aflly and readily. JF any man thirſt, let hin 
come unto me and drink.—Some days ago a worthy 
clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in the neighbour- 
hood, did himſelf the honour of making one at your 
table. After dinner you ſhewed him your library; we 


* By this grant, we have a title to CHRIST; yes, ſays Mr. 
Boſton, by virtne of this grant, CHRIST is ours, even before 
« we believe. Not that we have a ſaving iuereſt in him, or are in a 
* ſtate of grace; but that we have a common intereſt in him, and the 
„ common ſalvation, which fallen angels bave not. 80 that it is 
„ lawful and warrantable for us, not for them, to take poſſeſſion. 
« of CHRIS'T and his ſalvation.” —Sce Mr. Bos To 8's notes upon 
a hook, entitled The Marrow of moderu Divinity. 

A book, deſigned to guard equally againſt Autinomian licentiouſ- 
neſs, and legal bondage. The thoughts are juſt and ſtriking; the 
arguments ſolid and convipcing. The diction is familiar, yet 
perſpicuous; and the doctrine exceedingly comfortable, becauſe 
truly evangelical.— The notes are, I think, à maſter- piece of candid 
and judicious criticiſm, in which the nice diſcernment of the logi - 
cian ſiſts, diſtinguiſhes, and adjuſts the rich furniture of the divine. 
Perhaps, I may venture to ſay, that this little treatiſe pours as 
much liz ht upon the goſpel and grace of CHRIST; and, together 
with the notes, affords as many important diſtinctions in divinity, 
as any book of its fize whatever. p 


took 
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took a walk in your garden, and made the agreab'e 
tour of the fiſh-ponds. Then—with that amiable frank- 
neſs of mien and accent, which is ſo peculiar to my 
friend, and endears all his favours—you told him, 
4% That he was as welcome to any book in your ſtudy, 
« as if the whole collection were his own. That if, on 

« a viſit from ſome acquaintance of ſuperior rank, he 
« ſhould wiſh to be accommodated with a more deli- 
« cate entertainment than uſual, the productions of 
« your waters, and of your hot-beds, were entirely at 
4 his ſervice. And that his acceptance of your offers, 
« without the leaſt ſhyneſs or reſerve, would be the 
« moſt pleaſing compliment, he could pay you on the- 
« occaſion.” | | 

Ther. Why do you leave the ſacred text? Why deſiſt ' 
from opening the treaſures of Scripture, only to gild 
4 potſherd, and make earth and aſhes vain ? 

Aſp. Not to make Theron vain, but to make him a- 
ſhamed of his diſtruſt, In the manner of doing this, 
I follow the example of my unerring MASTER. He 
deduces his argument for faith in the everlaſting FA- 
THER, from the ſenſations which earthly parents feel 
towards their children. He appeals even to the expe- 
rience of bad men, and to the yearnings of their own 
bowels, for a vindication and diſplay of the divine com- 
paſſion. ye then, being evil, know how to give gg 
gifts unto your children, much more ſhall your bea- 
veny FATHER give good things, to them that aſk him *? 
But we return to the application of our text. 

Thus faid my friend. And what ſays the PRO- 
PRIETOR of all good: any man, however un- 
worthy his perſon, or obnoxious his character, 2/1 
Thirſt for ſomething to make him truly happy; ſay- 
ing, with them of old time, Who will ſhew us any 
« good? Let him come unto ME, the fountain of 
Rving waters, ard not only taſte, or fip, but drint his 
fill.— Though he has hitherto been hewing to himſelf 
broken ciſterns, and labouring for that which ſatisfieth 
not. Nay ; though he das frequented the polluted 
ſtream, and not only beguiled himſelf with vanity, 


® Matt. vli. 21. 
but 


b 
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but defiled himſelf with iniquity : yet let him turn to 
me, and he ſhall neither meet with a repulſe, nor find 
his withes mocked. He ſhall obtain ſubſtantial ſatisfac- 
tion, even the forgiveneſs of his fins, the true righ- 
teouſneſs, and everlaſting life F.—Since then the invi- 
tation is ſo abſolutely free, what have you to do, but, 
without ſcruple or doubtfulneſs, to drink? to receive 


the promiſe as your portion, and to look upon the bleſ- 


- 


ſings as your own ?. | 
That clergyman has not the leaſt ſuſpicion of being 
. — in caſe he ſhould ſend for a brace of carp 
rom your canal, or a fine melon from your garden.— 
Why. 1s he ſo confident ? becauſe he has done you any 
ſignal ſervice ? No; but becauſe you have paſſed your 
word, and made the generous offer. —And why {hould 
you harbour the leaſt doubt coneerning the divine ve- 
racity ? Why ſhould you call in queſtion your right to 
_ theſe heavenly treaſures? ſince it is founded on a grant, 
altogether as free, altogether as clear, as your own in- 
dulgent conceſſion ; and infinitely more firm than any 
human * Founded on the fidelity of that 
ſublime BEING, who © remembers his covenant and 
« promiſe to a thouſand generations.” 
Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, yet difficult to be- 
lieve, what you urge. | 
Ab. What I urge is not the voice of a few dubious 
ages, nicely culled from the book of GOD, or tor- 


cibly wreſted by the interpretation of man. The whole 


tenour of inſpiration runs, with the greateſt perſpicui- 
ty, and the greateſt uniformity, in this delighttul 
ſtrain Let me, out of a multitude, produce another 
expreſs from the court of Heaven. Ho! every one that 
thirſteth, come ye ts the waters, even he that hath no mo- 
ney. Come ye, buy and cat: yea, come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price . ine and milk 
ſignify the juſtification of our perſons, our ſanctifica- 
tion thereby, and the hope of eternal glory. Theſe 
are nouriſhing and refreſhing to the ſoul, as milk the 


+ Nothing leſs than theſe K be meant by the drink 
which CHRIST gives, as nothing than theſe can ſatiate the 


weary ſoul. NED 
© ; a * Ifai. Iv. y 1. , > 
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richeſt of foods, and as wine, the beſt of cordials, are 
to the body.—Theſe, you ſee, are to be received and 
enjoyed, without money, and without price. Without any 
merit of our own; without any plea deduced from our- 
ſelves; by poor, undone, periſhing bankrupts.— They are 
thus free for every one. No exception is made. No exclu- 
five clauſe added. It is not faid, any one that is wor- 
thy but every one that 7hir/teth.—And this is mention- 
ed, not as a qualification entitling ; but as conuefting 
the invitation with thoſe circumſtances *, which mutt 
make it more eminently gracious, and more particular- 
ly intereſting. —To leave no room for any miſgiving 
apprehenſions, the kind invitation is repeated; buy and 
eat ; buy wine and milk, The invaluable yet free ten- 
der, is confirmed again and again; he that hath no mo- 
ney ; without money; without price. And both are 
preſied upon us with a very remarkable ardour, with 
the moſt affectionate vehemence; come ye; come ye ; yea, 
come. 
.* Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permitted us to 
draw up this inſtrument of conveyance, and word it 


»® Thoſe circumſtances—that is, the unhappineſs and miſery occa- 
ſioned by fin; whick, and not any gracious habits, are ſet forth 
under the notion of thir/ting. This thirſt all men are labouring to 
quench; ſome one way, ſome another. The goſpel points out the 
only way of doiog it effectually, and invites us to make uſe of the 
happy expechent. ; 

very one that thirſteth, ** thirſteth for the grace of GOD, and 
« for the blefiings of the goſpel,” ſays Mr. Poole. Whoſe anno- 


 Yations, though on critical points aecurate, on hiſtoric] ſubjects per- 


ſpicnous, are nat always, on dactrinal beads, fo truly evangelical as 
might be wiſhed. —** This thirſt, he adds, implieth a vehement, and 
« attive deſire of grace.“ Does not ſuch an expoſition place the 
preateſt part of mankind, yea, even of the iſible church, quite 
beyond the compaſs ol this gracious invitation? — But, to our un- 
ſpeakable comfort, the following verſe decides the queſtion, againft 
the celebrated commentator, and in favour of the miſerable ſinner. 
The thirffy are thoſe who cop! their money for that which is not 
bread, end their labour for that which ſet'sfieth uct. Which is the 
caſe. with unpeaſonable, fooliſh, wicked men. Theſe therefore are 
invited. Whereas, they who thirſt for grace, whoſe thirſt is velie- 
ment and active, they are not ſpending their money at this unpro- 
fitable rate: on the contrary, they are labouring for that which is 
ſubſtantial bread, and of all things in the world moſt ſatisfying. 


Vor. II. Hh according 
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according to our own wiſh, what language could we 


have contrived to render either the grant more free, 
or our claim more ſecure ? 


Ther. Theſe are cheering truths, and as cogent as 


cheering. They amount to little leſs than a demon- 
{tration, Methinks, I am ready to profeſs, in the lan- 
guage of Agrippa; Almoſt thou perſuadeſi me to truſt 
and not be afraid. | 
Aſp. If I have alm;/t perſuaded, my GOD will /a 
ether perſuade. This is the work of his bleſſed SPI- 
IT, which he accompliſhes by ſuch gracious words, 
and ſuch encouraging words, as thoſe we have been 
quoting. And can you diſtruſt the ſincerity of the di- 
vine overtures ? If the overtures are real, your title is 
unqueltionable.—Nay, there is more than an overture : 


you have an actual giſt from the Almighty MAJES- ' 


TY. To us, ſays the prophet, a child is born. 75 
v5— he repeats the precious truth, to declare his exu- 
berant joy 7, and denote the abſolute certainty Þ of 
the thing—a ſon is given, Even GOD's own SON, 
the ever- bleſſed JESUS, to be our PROPITIATION, 
onr SURETY, our complete REDEEMER. 

Juſt caſt a look upon yonder near lodge. Though 
Placed in the centre of a ſpacious field, it ſeems to be 
contiguous with the extremity of the viſta which it ter- 
minates. The eye, travelling over ſuch a length of 
ground, has almoſt loſt the windows, and the decent 
ornaments of the front: but I ſhall not ſoon loſe the 
idea of that amiable munificence, which, as I was 
rambling one pleaſant morning, and accidentally called 
at the houſe, I learned from its preſent owner. — He 
was, I find, one of your ſervants. Had ſpent ſeveral 
years in your family. When he ſettled in the world, 
you beſtowed upon him that commodious box, and a 


®* Tſai. ix. 6. 


+ Virgil has copied the prophet's fine manner. He repreſents 
joy uttering her ſentiments in the ſame ſpirited ſtrain, with the 
fame reiterated earneſtneſs: 

2 | — Humilemque videmus 

Iraliam. Italiam primus conclamat Ac hates. 
Italiam Jeto ſocii clamore ſalutant. . 


+ Scg Gen. xli. 32. 


pretty 
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pretty adjacent farm, to poſſeſs, without moleſtation 
or control, during his life. Does he not reckon the 
little eſtate, by virtue of your donation, to be his own? 
as much his own, for the time preſcribed, as it he 
had paid an equivalent in money ?—vince the LORD 
has given us his SON, and all his unutterable merits, 
why ſhould we not, with an aſſurance of faith, receive 
the gift, and look upon it as our own ? Why ſhould we: 
not confide ia a gift from JEHOVAH, and reckon 
it firmer than the firmeſt deed? far more inviola ble 
than any royal patent ? 

Ther, My ſervant never affronted my authority. If 
he had viliſied my character, or inſulted my perſon, 


ſhould I then have been inclined to make the fame ad- 


vantageous ſettlement ? 

_Aſp. Herein appears the infinite ſuperiority of the 
divine bounty. GOD is rich in mercy, not only to 
the obedient and grateful, but to the unthankful and 
unworthy. To the LORD our GOD, fays the prophet, 
belong mercies and forgiven:ſſes ; in meaſure ſuperabun- 


dant, and in continuance unwearied : and this, t- 


withſlanding we haves offended him by our manifold 
failures in duty; nay, have rebelled * againſt him, by 
the molt flagrant violations of his law. 


Dan. ix. 9. The original is n. than which no expreſſion, 
in the Hebrew language, bears a more obaoxious ſignification. It 
denotes the moſt audacious and the moſt flaziiions impiety, It de- 
notes that rebe//ion, which is as the fin of witchcraft; and that ſtub- 
borneſs, which is as the iniquity of idolatry. Yet, all virulent and ex- 
ecrable as it is, it does not ſuppreſs the yearninzs of divine pity, 
nor ſuperſede the exerciſe of divine forgiveneſs. —With a word de- 
rived from the ſame root, Saul, when exaſperated almoſt to mad- 
neſs, upbraids Jonathan: and we know-perſons ſo extremely in- 
cenſed, never ſpeak in the ſofteſt terms, never touch the ſubicct 
with a feather, but make their tongue like a ſharp ſword. 

Miy I venture to add, that our tranſlators ſeem to miſtake the 
proper application of the afore-mentioned paſſage? They repreſe:.t 
Saul's inyective, flying as wide of the mark, as it is over-cha-ged 
with malice.— Son of the perverſe rebellious woman ! This might be 
aſſeried, without the leaſt impeachment of Jonathan's. perſonal loy- 
alty.—hBeſides, is it not exceſſively indecent, as well as abſolutely 
unreaſonable, to reflect upon the mother for the miſdemeanors of 
the ſon ? Surely, the clauſe ſhould be rendeted, in perfect conſiſt- 
ence with the genius of the original, Thou fon of perverſe rebellion ; 
or, more agreeable to the Englith idiom, Thou perverſe rebelligus 
reich! 'x Sam. xx. zo. 
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In ſweet concert with his prophetical leſſon ſings 
the tranſported Pſalmiſt, Thou, LORD, in thy ſacred 
humanity, haſt aftended up on high ; aſcended, from the 
low caverns of the tomb, to the higheſt throne in the 
higheſt heavens. —Thou haſt led captivity captive ; hait 
' aboliſhed death, that univerſal tyrant, and ſubdued 
thoſe powers of darkneſs which had enſlaved the whole 
world. —Like a glorions and triumphant conqueror, J 
thou haſt alio received gifts ; not merely for thy own tru- |} 
tion, but to confer on others, by way of honorary and 
enriching largeſs.—What are thoſe giſts, Theron! 

Ther. The gifts of the goſpel, I ſuppoſe: . pardon of 
fin, the influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, and the 
various privileges of Chriſtianity, which conſtitute the 
22 happineſs of mankind, and prepare them for 

ire bliſs. | 

Aſp. You rightly judge. — And for whom were thoſe 
royal, thoſe heavenly donatives received ? If you have 
an inclination to beſtow a finely-wrought piece of plate, 
or an exquiſitely finiſhed picture, what names preſent 
themſelves to your thoughts? What perſons are the 
objects of your choice? The approved friend, or diſtin- 
guiſhed favourite, I make no queſtion.ä— But for m 
(let me aſk again, ſince it is a point of the laſt import - 
ance) were thoſe heavenly donatives deſigned? 

Ther. Let me recollect.— Thou receivedſt gift; —not 
for fallen angels, but for men—and not for thy friends, 
but for thy enemies — yea, for the rebellious alſo *.— 
Merciful Heaven! what a word is this! And does it 
come from the GOD of truth ?—Gitfts! divine gifts! 
gifts of unſpeakable value, and eternal duration! And 
theſe to be conferred on enemies, on the rebellions ! 
Wretches, who are deſtitute of all gracious qualifica- 
tions; who deſerve not the leaſt fayour ; but have rea- 
| ſon to expect the frowns of indignation, and the ſword 
of vengeance! 

Aſp. Thus it is written in thofe facred conſtitutions, 
which are far more ſteadfaſt and unalterable than the 
law of the Medes and Perſians.— Thus it is ſpoken by 
the mouth of that Almighty BEING, with whom 


Pal. Ixvili. 18. 
there 
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there is no variableneſs, nor the laſt ſhadow of turn 

ing. Let us not, my dear friend, by unreaſonable un- 
beef, fruſtrate all thoſe promiſes, and rejet aur own 
mercies. Let us not, by an evil heart of unvelief, make 
GOD a liar, and make ourſelves of all creatures moſt 
miſerable. | 

Formerly, it is true, we nſed to conſider the divine 
juſtice as an unſurmountable bar to our happineſs. In 
inch a caſe, the juſt GOD and eternal milery appeared 
inſeparable ideas. But the goſpel has ſhewed us an 
expedient, whereby it is confiitent with the glory of all 
the divine perfections to ſave even the worſt of men. 
It ſhews us how the LORD JEHOVAH may be i 
flexibly juft, yet receive ſuch guilty avretcheſ to his mer- 
cy, his tavour, his everlaſting good- will.—O! let us 
not render this unexpected and divinely rich grace, 
of none effect with regard to ourſelves, by ſaying each 
in his heart, „What ſignifies all this ro me? unlets I 
t can find ſome ſuperiour excellency in my ſelf - ſome- 
« thing whereby the DEITY ſhould diſtinguith me as 
& his favourite—for which He ſhould reſpect me as 
% more deſerving than others.” 

Ther. Thanks, Aſpaſio, many thanks for your ad- 
monition ; it is both kind and ſalutary. Methinks, it 
begins to cheer my ſpirit, and diſſipate my uneaſy ap- 
prehenſions. O! may theſe clouds on my mind follow 
thoſe in the firmament ! For a conſiderable time they 
hung abroad their extenſive ſables, to damp the ardour 
and abate the glare of day. The ſun has been colour- 
ing their fleecy ſkirts, and ſpreading over the floating 
ſcreen a variety of interchangeable hues. Now he be- 


gins to edge them with gold, and ſhine them into ſil- 


ver. A ſure indication, that (like the gittering but 
tranſitory toys which they repreſent) they will ſoon be 
ſwept from the horizon, and ſeen no more. — the 
bright orb, while we are ſpeaking, burſts the veil; 
and, from a voluminous pomp of parting clouds, pours 
a flood of ſplendour over all the face of nature. We 
{hall quickly perceive this open fituation too hot to 
conſiſt with pleaſure ; aud muſt be obliged to ſeek for 
ſhelter in the ſhady apartments of rhe houſe; | 

he H h 3 | AP. 
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Aſp. We "muſt. And will you admit me, Theron, 
into thoſe ſhady apartments ? 

Ther. Admit you, Aſpaſio! I am ſurpriſed at your 
queſtion. I thought you had known me better; and 
am ſorry it ſhould be needful to affure you, that my 
houſe is as much, yours as it is mine : the more freely 
you command it, the more highly you will gratify the 
owner. 4 | 
Aſp. May I belive my Theron? Does he ſpeak from 
his heart? Or muſt I conclude that he plauſibly profeſ- 
ſes what he has no intention to perform ?—Would you 
he pleaſed, if I ſhould obſtinately perſiſt in,theſe diſ- 
honourable ſuſpicions, notwithſtanding all your friend- 
Iy proteſtations? _. | 
Ther. My dear Aſpaſio, I ſee your deſign. I fee, 
and am aſhamed. Aſhamed to think, that I ſhould 
fancy myſelf more punctual in my profeilions, than 
GOD is true to his word. — LORD, I believe. Help 


: Thou mine unbelief! 


DIALOGUE XVI 


AR friends bad agreed upon a viſit to Philenor. 
They rode through a fine, open, fruitful country, 
which was covered with crops of ripened corn; and 
occupied by ſeveral parties of ruſtics, gathering in the 
copious harveſt. 2 6 
The rye, white and hoary as it were with age, waved 
its bearded billows, and gave a dry huſky ruſtle before 
the breeze.—The wheat, laden with plenty, and beau- 
tifully brown, hung the heavy head, and invited, by 
its bending poſture, the reaper's hand. —Plats of bar- 
ley, and acres of oats, Rood whitening in the ſun ; up- 
right and perfectly even, as though the gardener's 
ſhears bad clipped them at the top, they gratified the 
ſyectator's eye, and gladdened the farmer's heart.— 
Beans, partly clad in native green, partly transformed 
and tawny with the parching 71y, were preparing the 
laſt employ for the crooked ., weapon.—Some of the 
grain lay flat, in regular rows, on the new- made mw 
f e. 
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ble. Some was erected, in grac-ful ſhocks, along the 


briſtly ridges. Some, conveyed homewards on the 
loaded waggon, nodded over the groaning axle. 
The villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their inha- 


bitants poured into the plains. Here were perſons of 


each ſex, and of every age.—The luſty youths, ſtoop- 


ing to their work, plied the fickle, or ſwept, with their 


ſeythes, the falling ranks.—The ſprightly /emales fol- 
lowed, binding the handfuls into ſheaves, or piling the 
ſwarths into haſty cocks. Diſperſed up and down were 
the children of the needy, gleaning the ſcattered ears, 
and picking their ſcanty harveſt. —Nor were the ald 
people abſent ; but crawling into the ſun, or fitting on 
a thady eminence, they beheld the toils—the pleaſing 
tolls, which they once ſuſtained. , 

This is the moſt joyful period of the countryman's 
life; the long- expected crown of all his labours. For 
this he broke the ſtubborn glebe, and manured the im- 
poveriſhed foil; for this he bore the ſultry beams of 
ſummer, and ſhrunk not from the pinching blaſts of 


winter: for this he toiled away the year in a round of 


ceaſeleſs but willing activity; knowing, that he huſband- 
man muſt labour, before he partakes of the fruits *.—And 
will not the bleſſed hope of everlaſting lite, will not the 
bright expectation of conſummate bliſs, animate us with 
an equally cheerful reſolution, both to reſiſt the temp- 
tations and diſcharge the duties of our preſent ſtate ? 
Short ſeemed the way, and quick paſſed the time, as 
they travelled through ſuch ſcenes of rural abundance, 


and rural dglight.—Betore they were aware, the horſes 


ſtopped at Philenor's ſeat, where they found, to their 


no {mall diſappointment, that the maſter was gone a- 


* 2 Tim. ii. 6. Beza thinks, that, in ſettling the conſtruction 
of this verſe, the adverb Tgw[or ſhould be connected with the par- 
ticiple xu‘. If fo, the tranſlation exhibited above may bid 
fair for acceptance; and one of the moſt celebrated hiſtorians may 
have the honour of commenting on the greateſt of the apoſtles : 
Ne ill: falſi ſunt, qui d verſiſimas tes expefant, ignavie, volu ptatem, 
& premia virtulis. SA LUST. i. c. They are, beyond all diſpute, 
molt egregiouſly miſtaken, who hope to unite thefe incompatible 
things, the pleaſures of indolence aud the rewards of induſtry. 


broad. 
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broad. They alighted, however, and took a walk in 
the gardens. . | 

The gardens, at proper intervals, and in well- choſen 
ſituations, were interſperſed with various pieces of /- 
fuary. At the turn of a corner, you are—not ſhocked 
with a naked gladiator, or a bealtly -Priapus—but un- 
expectedly entertained with the image of Tully. He 
is juſt riſen from his ſeat, and upon the point of ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to ſome important oration. A reveren- 
tial awe appears in his countenance, ſuch as ſilently ac- 
knowledges that he is going to plead before the rulers 
of the world. His thoughtful aſpect, and gracefully 
expanded arm, {peak to the eye, before the tongue has 
uttered a ſyllable. We look round for the venerable 
audience, and are agreeably ſurpriſed to tind nothing 
but hedges and trees. | | 

Yow enter an alley lined on either fide with a ver- 
dant fan, and, having no variety of objects to diver- 
ſify the intermediate ſpace, your view is conducted to 
n magnificent building at the end. As you walk along, 
contemplating the maſterly performance in architec- 
ture, a ſudden opening diverts your attention, and pre- 
ſents you with ſome ſtriking imitation of virtuous or 
heroic life—Not the Macedonian madman, nor Swe- 
den's royal knight-errant, nor Czlar, infamouſly re- 
nowned for his {laughtered millions, but the truly gal- 
lant Czar. A drawn ſword in his hand, and a com- 
- manding majeſtic {ternneſs on his brow : the weapon 
is held in the moſt menacing. polture, and many a ſpec- 
rator has been obſerved to itart back with apprehen- 
fions of fear: it is that gloriouſly ſevere attitude, in 
which the grateful citizens of Narva beheld him, and 
in which all poſterity will admiue him, when he turn- 
ed upon his own-victorious, but ungovernable troops, 
and threatened to drench the dagger in their hearts, it 
they did not immediately deſiſt from rapine “ and ſlaugh- 


2 «© As ſoon as the ſoldiers were maſters of the town, (Narva) 
« they fell to plunder, and gave themtelves up to the molt enor- 
„ mous barbarities. The Czar ran from place to place, to put a 
* ſtop to the diforder and maſſacre. He was even obliged to kill 
« with his oon hand ſeveral Muſcovites, who did not hearken to 
* his orders.” VoLTAIzE's Hiſt, Charl. XII. 


/ 


Dial. 16. THERON axyv ASPASIO. 389 


ter; immediately allow quarter to their vanquiſhed 
foes. ' | 

If here the marble threatens, and the hero frowns, 
in yonder alcove the pencil has diſplayed a ſoſter ſcene. 
There, in a lonely receſs, and under the melancholy 
ſhades of cypreſs, the brave Abradates claims our pi- 
ty: fallen is the generous warrior, and proſtrate on 
the ground. —See his manly features, ſerene and intre- 
pid till, though a dying paleneſs has clouded all. Clo- 
ſed are thoſe iprightly eyes which uſed to glow with 
courage and martial ardour ; cloſed, alas ! never to be 

ned more, no, not to behold his amiable Panthea.— 
The amiable Panthea, kneeling on the earth, and bend- 
ing over the corpſe, has raiſed the lifeleſs head: her 
own droops like a lily ſurcharged with rain, yet ſhe has 
placed the lovely burthen on her arm, and bathed it 
with her tears. See! with what tenderneſs the ſup- 
ports it, and with what fondneſs cheriſhes it : while 
Cyrus, to expreſs a diſtinguiſhed regard for the decea- 
ſed prince, claſps his cold hand.—Diſtreſſing miltake ! 
He ſtarts, he is amazed, to behold that able and 
truſty arm ſuddenly falling from the ſhoulder-blade ; 
the tear ſwells into his eyes, and ſpeaks the ſorrow of his 
royal heart. But what can ſpeak the anguiſh which 
moans in thy countenance, and rends thy heart, thou 
afflicted Panthea !—O ! that thou hadſt known the 
truths, and taſted the comforts of Chriſtianity ! Then 
might thy reſignation to Providence have been as ex- 
emplary as thy fidelity to thy lord. For want of this 
«molt conſolatory knowledge, what frantic and fatal 
purpoſes are forming in thy breait ! We are {hacked at 
the apprehenſion ot ſo horrid a deed ; we turn away 
from the ſight, and would loſe the very thought in 
ſome more pleaſing ſpectacle. 
-* Behold a ſpectacle; more pleaſing, and very diffe- 
rent. Under a circular dome, ſupported by pillars of 
the Doric order, and in a ſpot where ſeveral walks cen- 
tre, ſtands—not the Venus de Medicis, corrupting, while 
it captivates the world—but a Spartan mother. Her 
habit decent and graceful, ſomewhat like the Faz9 Ma- 
trona of the Romans, as the is finely depictured in Mr. 
Spence's Polymetis. Her air ſtately and reſolved, ex- 

| preſſive 
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of dignity, yet mingled with ſoftneſs. She 
holds a ſhield ; is in the act of delivering it to her fon, 
a youth ſetting out for the army, and going to hazard 
his life in the defence of his country. She is ſuppoſed 
to add that ſpirited and magnanimous exhortation, 
which is engraven on the protuberance of the buckler— 
nrav, y we Tac—Dring it back, my ſon, as thy trophy; 
or, be brought back upon it as thy bier. 

I am particularly pleaſed, ſaid Theron, with the 
contrivance of this lait ornament. It is regulated by 
one of the molt refined rules of art, not to laviſh away 
all the beauty at a ſingle view, but to make a ikiltu] re- 
ſerve for ſome future oecaſion.— The dome and the co- 
lumus afford pleaſure, when beheld at a conſiderable 
diſtance. The fine animated figure in the mid:t dif- 
plays its graces, on a nearer approach, by which means 
the attention is kept awake, and the entertaiument con- 
tinues new. | | y | 

But what I principally admire, is the ſpirit or /l- 
of the decorations in general. They put me in mind 
of a very juſt remark which Mr, Pope has ſomewhere 
made; it is, if I remember right, to this effe& :— 
A man not only ſhews his taſte, but his virtue, in 

« the choice of his ornaments : a proper piece of hil- 
_« tory, repreſented in painting on a rich man's walls, 
« {or exhibited in imagery amid/t his gardens) is very ot- 
« ten a better leſſon, than any he could teach by his 
_ « converſation z in this ſenſe the ſtones may be ſaid to 
„ ſpeak, when men cannot, or will not.” — All but 
the comparative or fatyrical part of the obſervation, I 

would apply to the proſpect before us, and its worthy . 

owner. 8 4 

Aſp. Philenor's gardens are, I think, more chaſte 
and delicate in their ornaments than a certain col/2giatz 

church. - In the latter place, we might reaſonably ex- 
pet the ſtricteſt adherence to purity, if we ſbould not 
meet with the ſymbols of piety, and incitements to re- 
_ ligion.— What then would be the reflections of a judi- 

cious obſerver, if, in fuch a ſolemn and venerable edi- 
ice, he ſhould ſee a huge brawny fellow ſtuck up againit 
the wall, with his poſteriors half bare, his whole bo- 

dy more than half naked, and in an attitude none 5 

mne 
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the moſt decent *. Excuſe me, Theron, I confeſs 
myſelf aſhamed even to recite the deſcription ; how 
then can the ſpectacle itſelf become the houſe of divine 
worſhip ? | . 

Ther. But perhaps this ſame brawny fellow may re- 
preſent a heathen demigod, one of the idols worſhipped 
by antiquity, the tutzlary deity of valour, 

Aſp. And will this juſtify the practice? Does not 
this add profaneneſs to immodeſty ? Are we Chriſtians 
to thank Hercules for the valour of our warriors, and 
make our acknowledgments to Pallas for the conduct 
of our generals? Shall we Chriſtians behold with ad- 
miration, or recognize as our benefactors, what the 
apoſtle has ſtigmatized under the character of devils f? 

If HE, who overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, had taken a walk in theſe famous cloyſters, 
I am apt to ſuſpect he would have paid no very agree- 
able compliment to this fine piece of ſtatuary. Take 
theſe things hence, would probably have been his com- 
mand; and, make not tbe precincts of your temple a cham- 


® Referring to the monument lately erected fir MajoR Gen Et» 
MAL FLEMING, in Weltminſter-abbey ; where, under the gene- 
ral's buſt, are placed Hercules and Pallas; Hercules, with his club 
and lion's ſkin, in the manner related above; Pallas, with a mir- 
ror and a ſerpent at her ſide — The reader may fee a picture and an 
explanation of this monument, in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
Auguſt 1754. 
As this church has been the burial-place of the moſt illuſtrious 
perſonages for many centuries ; as it is the place where all our 
kings receive their crowns, and mary of them Lpobt their aſhes ; as 
it is ſingularly eminent for its antiquities and monuments, there is 
a large xefort, both of natives and foreigners, to view its grand and 
awful curioſucies ; whatever, therefore, 1s erected in a place fo cir- 
cumſta: ced and fo diſtinguiſhed, ſhould not only diſplay. an air of 
elegance in ti e execution, but include a beaxty of hotneſs in the de- 
ſigu; becauſe nothing can lay claim to the To x&AeY, which is not 
poſſe ſſed of the To mgprmov; nor can any performances thus ſituated 
be pronounced truly graceful, but ſuch only as corre ſpond with the 
character, and ſubierve the defign of the facred edifice. | 
It was thought by a very able critic; and a. very candid writer, 
that mere impropricty of taſte, in ornamenting one of the monu- 
ments, called for his cenſure; ſurely then a violation of decency, 
and an approach to Paganiſm, call more londly for public l 
verſion, and proper reformation. Sce Spect. vol. i. No 26. 
11 Cor. x. 20. + dex1'7 
4 1 


. 
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ber of Pagan imagery, his rebuke *.—Neither is it at all 
unlikely, that the image itſelf, notwithſtanding its in- 
imitable workmanſhip, might have ſhared the fate of 
its kinſman Dagon. | 


— When the captive ark 
Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lopp'd off 
In his own temple, on the groundſell edge 
When he fell flat, and ſham'd his worſhippers . 


Ther. But how ſhould the artiſt expreſs the great 


achievements and the ſhining qualities of his hero, if 
you will not allow him to make uſe of theſe fgnificart 
emblems ? | 

Aſp. 1 queſtion whether they are ſo very ſignificant ; 
the mirror ſeems to characterize a fop, rather than a 
Joldier ; it leads us to think of a ſoft Narciſſus admi- 


ring himſelf, rather than a ſagacious general, planning 


the operations of the campaign. —Beſides, is ſacred li- 
terature ſo deſtitute of proper emblems, that we mult 
borrow the decorations of our churches, and the tro- 
phies of our conquerors, from the dreams of ſuperſti- 
tion, or the deluſions of idolatry ? How juſt and ex- 


preſſive are thoſe emblematical repreſentations, exhi- 


bited in Ezekiel's viſion ! where activity and ſpeed are 
ſignified, by hands in conjunction with wings, and the 
deep, the complicated, yet ever harmonious ſchemes of 
Providence, by a heel in the middle of a wheel f.— 
With what propriety and force are the nobleſt endow- 


ments pictured in the Revelation of St. John, and their 


grand machinery ! Superior wiſdom and benevolence 
of heart, are deſcribed by the face of a man; ſtrength 
of mind and intrepidity of ſpirit, by the viſage of 4 
lion 5 calmneſs of temper, and indefatigable applica- 
tion, by the features of an ox ; a penetrating diſcern- 


ment, and an expeditious habit of acting, by the form 


of '@ flying eagle 0. | 

Theſe hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent, and 
ſuch as every ſpectator will underſtand ;. whereas, the 
devices of our new. monumental encomium are, to the 


A N 16. + MrtTon, b. i. 438. 


5 i. 8, 16. § Rev. iv. 7. 


unlearned, 
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unlearned, hardly intelligible; to the ſerions, little bet- 
ter than profane ; and to every beholder, indelicate, if 
not immodeſt,—Philenor, I imagine, would bluſh to 
admit them into his walks or avenues; and I am ſor- 
ry to find them received into the moſt ancient , moſt 
renowned, and moſt frequented church in the king- 
dom. 

Talking in this manner, they ſtroll into a ſpacions 
lawn, terminated by a very remarkable ve, formed 
on that uncommon plan propoſed by Mr. Addiſon in 
one of his Spectators.— It conſiſts wholly of evergreens e 
firs, clad in vegetable ſilver, point their reſinous leaves, 
and ſhoot aloft their towering cones : /aurels, arrayed 
in gloſſy green, ſpread their ample foliage, and throw 
abroad their rambling boughs :—bay-trees are expand- 
ed into a fan, which no weather can tarniſh, or round- 
ed into a column, which knows not how to moulder; 
while the lauriſtinus runs out into a beautiful irregula- 
rity of ſhape, and compacts her reddening gems in 
order to unfold her whitening bloom.—In one place 
lies a dale, gently ſinking, and coated with the chams- 
miles natural frieze, which never changes its colour, 
never loſes its gloſs. Near it, and ſcooped, you would 
imagine, from the ſame hollow, riſes a mount, ſoftly 
ſwelling, and ſhagged with farze, gay in their own pe- 
rennial 8 and generally decked with golden bloſ- 
ſoms.— Here, you are led through a ſerpentine walk, 
and hedges of bex, and find, perhaps, a ſolitary pyra- 
mid or a, capacious urn, each compoſed of unfading 
yew ; there, you look through a ſtrait alley, fenced on 
either fide, and arched over head with mantling pbili- 

rea; at the extremity appears an.obeliſk ſheathed in 
ivy, and ornamented with its fable cluſters, as with 
wreaths of living ſculpture.—Scattered up and down 
are ſeveral forts of Helly; ſome ſtriped with white, ſome 


+ Some antiquarians trace back the origin of this church even 
to the reign of Lncius, which is more than the ſpace of 1500 years, 
Others ſuppoſe that Sebert, king of the Eaſt-Saxons, about the year 
of our LORD 605, built the firſt religious ſtructure on this ſpot. 
All agree, that it was re-edified and enlarged by Edward the Con- 
feſſor, and that the preſent ſtately and magnificent fabric was found 
ed by Henry III. - 


Vor. II. | Ii ſpotted 
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ſpotted with yellow, ſome preparing to brighten and 


beautify the ſcene with berrics of glowing ſcarlet. 

_ The greateſt part of the plantation is, not ran- 
ged in order, but thrown into little gronps, or rude 
clumps, which form an agreeable variety, rejulting 
from art, yet reſembling confuſion. ——The whole aſcends, 
tree above tree, in a regular ape, from the diminu— 
tive mezereon to the lotty cypreſs, or the loftier pine, 
By this diſpoſition, the ſtems and trunks being conccul- 
ed, nothing 1s diſplayed to your fight but the leafy 


tops; the ſeveral ſhadings of whoſe attire, greatly di- 


verified and judiciovſly intermixed, compoſe a magni- 
ficent /heet of verdure ; to this the free and enlarged 
opening of - the lawn affords a full view, and gives the 
molt advantageous aſpect, than which, eſpecially in 
the winter ſeaſon, nothing can be more grand, more 
.enhivened, or more pleaſing. 

Aſp. There muſt be ſomething wonderſully agree- 


able in a plantation which appears lively and fruitful, 


when all-its neighbours of the wood-land race are 
barren, bleak, or dead ; but how much more checr- 
ing and delightful muſt it be, when decrepit age, or bo- 
dily infirmities, have laid waſte the gratifications of our 
youthtul prime, to find a ſolid undecaying pleaſure in 


the favour of GOD, and the hope of glory! Now 


indeed the feathered tribes reſort to the more flowing 


-umibrage of the poplar and the aſh ; but amidſt De- 


cer.ber's cold, you ſhall obferve them forſaking the 
Jeafieſs woods, and flocking to this friendly receptacle, 
hopping acroſs the ſunny walks, or. ſheltering them- 
jelves in the wet and ſtormy day, under theſe 7ru/!y 
boughs: ſo the many thoughtleſs creatures who turn 


their back upon religion, amid{ the ſoft and ſoothing 


careſſes of proſperity, will want, extremely want, its 
ferereign ſupports, under the ſharp and diſtreſſing al- 
faults of adverſity, ſickneſs, and death. 

This collection, it is true, may not equal the groves 
of aunual verdure in ere, of dreſs; but it far er- 


ceeds them in the duration of its ornaments. Ere long, 


vonder ſhewy branches will be ſtript of their holiday 
clothes: whereas theſe will retain their rural honours ; 
theſe will be adorned with flowers, and enriched with 


berrics, 


as A , , e „ R- „ „ ws _ oft 
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berries, when hoe are nothing but rags, nakedneſs, 
and deformity.— Rags, nakedneſs, and deformity ! 
Such will be every thelter, and every refuge for our 
poor, imperfect, ſinful ſouls, excepting only the righ- 
teouſneſs of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Every 
thing elſe will ade as a leaf, which the ſummer nur- 
ſes, but the winter is ſure to deſtroy. This, my The- 
ron, and this alone is an evergreen, always tree tor our 
acceptance, and always effectual to ſave. 

Ther. An evergreen it is, or rather the choiceſt fruit 
in the garden of Paradiſe 3 but it ſeems to be quite be- 
yond my reach. JESUS CHRIST has finiſhed every 
requiſite, without any exception, which may procure 
acceptance for the guilty perſon, and afford relief to 
the guilty conſcience— — 

Aſp. Of the moit profane wretch that lives. —Add. 
this to your belief, or elſe you curtail the grace cf 
GOD, and diminiſh the merit of CHRIST. 

Ther. This is what IJ was going to add; I believe 
alſo, that if I was intereſted in this divine SAVIOUR, 
ſinful as I am, my conſcience would have peace, and 
my ſoul ſhould live. But alas! 

Aſp. Your manner of ſpeaking brings to my mind, 
what I have ſomewhere read, concerning an infant 
born with a ſnake about its neck. A. ſtrange kind of 
necklace, you will ſay, for a human creature to come 
into the world with. Perhaps yon will ſuſpect, or even 
more than ſuſpect, that fancy muſt be the mother, and 
the midwife alſo, of this very ſingular birth. Vet have 
2a care you don't realize the ſtory. You have made an 
excellent acknowledgment, which is like a fair and pro- 
miſing infant. Theſe buts and ½, theſe doubts and 
ſurmiles, are a poiſonous ſnake. Tear away the mit- 


chievous incumbrance. Never ſuffer it to twiſt itſelf 


round the neck of your good confeſſion. You believe, 
that CHRIST has thoroughly finithed the great work : 
believe alſo, that there is no clogging or-intervening 
condition 3 no recommendatory duty to be performed 
in order to your full participation of CHRIST; of his 


„ Iſai, Ixiv. 6. | 
Iiz peace , 


% 
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] 
peace-ſpeaking blood, and his life - giving righteouſneſs. | 
Only believe, and they are actually your own. 1 

Ther. This is one of thoſe ſayings which have often 

"puzzled my mind. I cannot conceive, how ſuch grand ] 
bleſſings, and ſuch a complete felicity, ſhould be made | 
ours only by beheving. | 
Ab. This, or ſomething very much like it, puzzled 
and offended Naaman the Syrian. Waſh! only wash! 
in Jordan! the common water of the commoneſt | 
river! Can this be attended with ſuch extraordinary | 
% conſequences ? Can this cure a man of his inveterate 
« leprofy ?”—Thus-we are apt to argue: Only believe | 
the report of the goſpel! only believe, that GOD free- 
ly gives us his incarnate SON, and all ſpiritual bleſ- | 
ſings with him! Is it poſlible, that this ſimple expedi- | 
ent ſhould be productive of ſuch noble effets ?—Surely, 
if we would obtain remiſſion of ſins, deliverance from 
death, righteouſneſs and everlaſting life, we mult 45 
Jome great thing. : 
Faith, in this reſpect, is like its divine object. It 
% has no form nor comelineſs; nothing pompous or 
ſhewy. It ſeems a little thing. It really is a little thing. 
But it pleaſes the Moſt High GQD to compals his 
magnificent ends by little and ordinary means.— 
CHRIST dwelleth in our hearts, faith the apoſtle, 
How? By pious works and laborious pre-requiſites ? 
No; but merely by faith.—Ye received the SPIRIT, 
How ? By the works of the law? by your own labour 
and travail? No; only by the hearing of faith. 
Beſides, can you conceive any other rational way 
whereby we may apprehend an unſeen CHRIST, and 
take poſſeſſion of a promiſed falvation, but only by al- 
ſuring ourſelves, that they are given to us, and, in 
conſequence of this gift, regarding them as our own 
property ? 
Ther. At other times (ſo ſtrange is my inconſiſten- 
cy) I entertain ſuch, an idea of the greatneſs of faith, 
that I fay within myſelf, © I cannot believe.” My 
mind is, as you formerly hinted, like the withered arm. 
Aſp. This difficulty on your mind; becanſe of the 


| greatneſs of faith, is wholly founded on miſtake. The 
| goſpel informs you, that whatever is neceſſary for your 
Lancs Wy | 1 985 ſalvation, 
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ſalvation, is already done and obtained by CHRIST ; 


that whatever is done and obtained by CHRIST, is 


freely given you by the GOD of all grace; conſequent- 
ly, that you are called only to receive a gift, not to 
orm a work. 

- You, on the contrary, ſuppoſe, that ſomething more 
is to be done, ſomething to be acquired or executed by 
ourſelf, before you may venture to call the riches of 
CHRIST your own. This creates the inſuperable dit- 
ficulty, This renders your, mind like the withered 
arm.—Whereas, when theſe truths of the goſpel are 
made manifeſt to your conſcience ; when you are ena- 
bled to ſee, that what CHRIST has wrought is abſo- 
lately ſufficient to procure all ſpiritual bleſſings; that 
what GOD has ſaid is equally ſuffioient to warrant an 
application of all to yourſelf ; then HE, who bids you 
ſtretch out, ſtrengthens the withered hand. 

And will He not ſtrengthen? Can you doubt the 
ſincerity of his call, or his willingneſs to ſave the weak 


and the wicked? Then go to mount Calvary. There 


liſten to the founding of his bowels, and fee the flowing 
of his mercies *, Cannot you read a language in each 
ſtreaming wound, and hear a voice in every dying 
pang?—Do they not all ſpeak his infinite love, even to 
wretched helpleſs ſinners ? Do they not all addreſs you 
with that tender remonſtrance, © thou of little faithy 
ewherefore doft thou doubt F ? 151 
Ther. Still the difficulty recurs. Whether it be from 
any wrong apprehenſion of ſome great thing to be 
done; or trom an averſeneſs of ſubmitting to the way 
of ſalvation by grace; or an unaccountable diſtruſt of 
the certainty of what GOD has promiſed; whatever 
be the cauſe, I am ſure I feel my impotence. Expe- 
rience teaches me what the apoſtle athrms ; Mo man 
can ſay, with all his heart, hat FESUS is the LORD, 


who hath bought me with his blood, but by the HOLY 
' - GHOST. 


Aſp. You feel your impotence—to what? To receive 
a free giſt, and call it your own ? To truſt wholly, and 
without reſerve, on the word which GOD has ſpoken, 


Ia. Iaiil, 1 8. + Matt. xiv. 37. 
1i 3 | and 
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and on the work which CHRIST has wrought ? Con- 
ſider the caſe in this view, or elſe you will not only 
feel, but occaſion impotence : you will not only find, 


but increaſe difficulty. 


I would employ my thoughts, neither on the great- 
neſs nor littleneſs of faith; neither on the eaſe nor dif- 
ficulty of believing. I would rather dwell upon the 
ſuperabundant grace of GOD, mauifeſted in CHRIST, 
and granted to the moſt unworthy. On this only pro- 
per ground of claim, I would endeavour, diligently 
endeavour, to aſſure my ſoul of ſalvation, In this 
manner, waiting and praying for the divine SPIRIT, 
whoſe office it is to teſtify of CHRIST, and bring near 
the REDEEME R's righteouſneſs. Yet his influences are 
not to ſuperſede, but to encourage our own efforts. — 
Lay bald on eternal life *; here is our duty. Our ſufj- 
ciency is of GOD Þ+ ; here is our encouragement. And 
O! what a glorious encouragement, to have the arm 
of Oranipotence tor our ſupport and our ſuccour ! 

Ther. How, or in what manner, does the Divine 
SPIRIT work faith in the heart of a ſinner? You 
wonder, perhaps, that I aſk ſuch a queſtion. But my 
pou! 1s pa are ſtrangely dull, and my views very 
dim, with regard to ſpiritual things. If, in this reſpect, 
I have any Ech, it is like his, who ſaw men as trees 
«walking ; ſaw theſe ſeveral objects, but fo obſcurely, ſo 
conſuſedly, that he could diſtinguiſh one from the other 
only by the circumſtance of motion. 

Aſp. The moſt enlightened minds ſee only in part; 
and all have reaſon to make the blind beggar's ſuppli- 
cation their own requeſt ; LORD, that I may receive my 


Jight !—The operation of the Holy SPIRIT), in produ- 
eing faith, is thus deſcribed by a maſter in Lrael : 


The Divine SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his righ- 
« teouſneſs nigh unto ys in the promiſe of the goſpel, 


* clearing\gt the ſame time our right and warrant to 
« jnt-rmed&e with all, without fear of vicious intro- 
« miſſion; encouraging aud enabling to a -meaſure of 


4 confident application, and taking home all to our- 
<« ſelves freely, without money, and without price.” 


* x Tim. vi. 19. + a Cor. iii. 5. 
Ther. 
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Ther. The true belief is ſo refined and exalted a vir- 
tue, that I very much queſtion, whether I thall ever 
be able to attain it. 

Aſp. The true belief is never to be conſidered in the 
light you mention; not as a refined and exalted virtue, 
but as a receiving of thoſe benefits, which, received 
and enjoyed, are the ſource of all virtuous and godly 
affections. When, proceeding upon the divine grant, 
you behold CHRIST as your righteouinels and 
ſtrength, then you truly believe. You beheve that 
truth which can never diſappoint nor fail. You re- 
ceive that gift which enriches with grace, and entitles 
to glory. | 

Ther. Is not your definition of faith very refined and 
exalted ? X 

Aſp. Give me leave to inquire, how you became ac- 
quainted with my definition of faith ? 

Ther. | am not ſo inattentive a reader of your letters, 
as 40 forget your account of this momentous point. 
% Faith, you ſay, is a real perſuaſion “, warranted 
© by GOD's word, that the bleſſed JESUS has ſhed 
“ his blood for my int; has fulfilled all righteouſneſs 
in my lead; and obtained eternal redemption for me.“ 

Aſp. Where is the extraordinary refinement of all 
this? Nothing can be more plain, more ſimple, or bet- 
ter ſuited to the meanelt capacity. Where is the un- 
ſurmountable difficulty of all this? To believe ſuch 
things is not work or labour, but reſt and peace. —lt is 
nothing more than crediting a report; a report, made 
by infinite veracity, for men to believe; a report, made 
by infinite goodneſs, for ſinful men to believe. Were 
not our minds ſtrangely prejudiced, and unaccountably 
darkened, nothing would appear more becoming and 


* Budzus and Stephens derive the original word from TsTu5a ; 


He is perſuaded; and, I think, very properly: for, whatever-we 


believe, of that we have a real perſa#ftton.—The latter moſt accu- 
rate and maſterly critic gives this interpretation of 74545. Perſuaſio 
certa, quam in nobis efficit Spiritus Sauttus, de ſalute in Chriſta pro- 
miſſa, quam ſibi quiſque credendo applicat. To corroborate which ex- 
polution, he adds, Hac etiam id jign;ficatione nomen fidei a ihevlogis 
Latinis receptum fuil. 


reaſonable ; 
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reaſonable ; nothing would prove more practicable and 
delightful. 

Ther. Does faith then amount to a perſugaſion? 

Aſp. The apoſtle, deſcribing the faith of the ancient 
ſaints, declares, They ſaw the promiſes afar off, and were 
perſuaded of them, and embraced them. They ſau the pro- 
miles of ſalvation by a REDEEMER to come; this 
implies a knowledge of them—they were perſuade ; 
this implies a conviction of their certain truth—they 
embraced * them; this denotes an application of all to 
themſelves. And theſe things were written for our ex- 
ample, that we ſhould go and embrace them likewiſe. 

The ſame apoſtle, enlarging on the faith of Abra- 
ham, adds, Being fully perſuaded, that what GOD had 
promiſed, he was able alſo to perform Þ. Here, you ſee, 
is perſuaſion—full perſuaſion—firſt of GOD's will, be- 
cauſe he had promiſed ; then of his power to accom- 
plith his word, even though natural impoſſibilties ſtood 
in the way. In this twoſold perſuaſion the faith ct 
our father Abraham conſiſted ; and we are called to 
tread in the ſteps of his faith ; conſequently to be per- 
ſuaded of GOD's will to ſave us from ſin and hell, of 
his power to ſave us by the blood and righteouſneſs of 
his SON. © 

Ther. Is faith, Chriſtian faith, a perſuaſion that all 
theſe bleſſings are for e? Does it imply a ſpecial ap- 
plication of the benefits to a man's own ſelf ? * 

Aſp. Don't you with that it may imply and com- 
prehend all this? Is it not infinitely deſirable? Will it 
not be inexpreſſibly comfortable? If it really was mat- 
ter of doubtful diſputation, methinks we ſhould long to 
have it aſcertained and eſtabliſhed: but, bleſſed be the 
divine compaſſion, it is as little to be doubted, as it is 
earneſtly to be deſired. | 

Hear what a very valuable writer delivers on this 
ſubject. Exhorting to believe on the LORD JESUS, 


* Heh. xi. 13. 


+ Rom. iv. 22. Compare Rom. xiv; ver. 14. with Ver. 22. 
There, I know and am perſuaded, is the apoſtolical expoſition of the 


word faith. See alſo 2 Tim. i. 22. Where t, ,ë,ꝗ is explana- 
tory of ine νLn. I am perſuaded, gives the true meaning of 7 
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ha ve believed. 


\ 
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he thus explains his meaning ; That is, be verily 
« perſuaded in your hearr, that JESUS CHRIST is 
« yours, and that you ſhall have life and ſalvation by 
« him; that whatſoever CHRIST did for the redemp- 
« tion of mankind, He did it ſor you.” _ 

If this writer's opinion has not weight enough to 
incline the ſcale, hear our own church. You once ap- 
prehended that my attachment to the church of Eng- 
land was unſettled and wavering : judge now who 
has molt thoroughly imbibed her doctrines; and is moſt 
invariably tenacious of her true intereſts.—The firſt 
part of the homily concerning the ſacrament addreſſes 
each reader in particular, and gives him this definition 
of faith; “It is a belief, not only that the death of 
© CHRIST is available for the remiſſion of ſins, and 
„ reconchation with GOD, but allo that He made a 
« full and ſufficient ſacrifice for thee, a perfect clean- 
“ fing for thy fins.” | 

If you acquieſce not in either of theſe determinations, 
hear an infallible umpire. 7 live, ſays the apoſtle Paul, 
by faith in the SON of GOD; or, to expreſs myſelf in a 
more clear and determinate manner, I live by a firm 
erſuaſion, that He loved me, and gave himjelf for me. 

his pacifies my conſcience : this 1s the ſource of my 
Joy, and the motive to my obedience: in ſhort, this is 
the principle of my whole ſpiritual life. 8 

My notion of faith, you ſee, is not without a prece- 
dent. - It is undeniably the voice of our eſtabliſhment ; 
it is apparently the ſenſe of Scripture ; and it gives us 
a clear intelligible idea, ſuited to the molt common ac- 
ceptation of the word ; ſuch as would naturally ariſe in 
the mind of a ſtranger, who, without any bias on his 
judgment, ſhould inquire into the purport of our reli- 
gion, or conſider the language of our Bible. | 
Ther. How ſuited to the moſt common. acceptation o 


” 


the word ? 
- Aſp. When you ſent a meſſage to your tenant—who, 


in his laſt ſickneſs, expreſſed ſo much uneaſineſs on ac- 


count of his numerous family, and embarraiſed circum- 
ſtances - aſſuring him, that you had cancelled the bond, 
and forgiven his debt: when you told the poor wo- 


man —hoſe huſband fell from the loaded waggon, and 


broke 
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broke both his legs that you would order a ſurgeon to 
attend him, and would continue his weekly pay: H 
did they regard, how receive your promiſed kindneſs? 
So let us credit the gracious declarations of our GOD; 
fo receive the joyful report of his goſpel; and then we 
ſhall anſwer the import of the word faith—then we 
ſhall truly believe. , | 

Ther. Where have we in Scripture any thing parul- 
le] or ſimilar to theſe inſtances ? | 

Aſp. Have you never read the words of Micah ; JJ 
ir a COD like unts thee, that pardoneth iniquity, ard 
paſſeth by tranſgreſſion * ? Here is the gracious declara- 
tion — He will turn again; He will have compaſſon upon 
us ; He aui ſubdue eur iniquities Fo Here is the joyful 
report. —And why, my friend, why ſhould we pay leſs 
credit to the ever-living JEHOVAH, than to a man 
“ whoſe breath is in his noſtrils?” Is there treachery 
with the HOLY ONE of Iſrael? Does the LORD 
make, and then violate his promiſe ? 

Ther. GOD has never violated his promiſe, when it 
was expreſsly made, and particularly applied : but, in 
this circumſtance, there is a wide difference between 
the caſe of your friend and the caſe of his poor people. 
Fnamed the object of my compaſſion in one of the in- 
ſtances, and made a per/oral application in the other; 
neither of which is done in the Scriptures.—I don't 
find it any where revealed in the Bible, that CHRIST 
ſhed his blood fr me in particular; neither have I read 
in the Old Teſtament or the New, that the LORD 
, JESUS fulfilled all righteouſneſs fr Theron. Therefore 
I cannot ſee, what ground I have to believe this pro- 
poſition from any ſcriptural authority. - . 

Aſp. But, my friend, it is revealed, and you have 
read, that the LORD JEZSUSgthed his blood for ſin- 
ners. And are you excluded from the benefit? When 
an act of indemnity is publiſhed, even the greateſt tranſ- 
greſſors, the ringleaders in the rebellion, have nothing 
elſe to do, but only to inquire whether they are except- 
ed. They are not to expect, that their names ſhould 
be mentioned as the particular objects of their ſove- 


* Mic. vii. 18. + Ibid. ver. 19. 
| reign's 
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reign's favour. It is ſufficient, abundantly ſufficient, 
if they are not particularly diſclaimed. If this is not 
done, they may, they- ought, they do, molt confidently 
claim the royal clemency in behalf of themſelves. So 
ought you and I to act in the.important caſe under con- 
ſideration. | | 
Farther, you are not unacquainted with the hiſtory 
of the three children condemned by Nebuchadnezzar 
to the burning fiery furnace. Po have read in the 
Old Teſtament an account of ir faith, and you find 
it propoſed in the New Teitament as a model for urn. 
Let us then confider what their faith was. Did they 
fay within themſelves, © God 1s able, it is true, and 
« willing to deliver his ſervants. This is affirmed in 
« the books of Moſes and the prophets. But we no 
« where find it is aſſerted, that he is willing to deliver 
« us; to deliver Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego 
« from this horrible death. Not ſuch their method 
of arguing. On the contrary, they aſſured themſelves, 
that what the LORD had promiſed to his ſervants in 
neral, He would make good to them in particular. 
| aus their own words : they are worthy to be had in 
everlaſting remembrance. Our 60D, whom we ſerve, is 
able 75 22 us from the burning fiery furnace; and He 
will deliver us out of thine hand, © king, This was their 
profeſſion ; this their confidence.—vince we are called 
to an imitation of their faith, ought not ſuch to be 
the language of our ſouls: © Our REDEEMER, in 
„ whom we truſt, is able to fave us to the uttermoſt; 
« and He will ſave us from thy guilt, O fin; from thy 
© malice, O Satan?“ | 
Ther. Still, if I am not named, methinks I ſhould 
be pointed out by ſome diſtinguithing circumſtances. 
This is the way of Scripture. Antiochus, the perſe- 
cutor of the Jews, is not indeed named by the prophet 
Daniel: but he is painted in ſuch very ſignificant co- 
lours, as moſt evidently declare for whom the picture 
was drawn. It is not expreſsly ſaid, either in the ſe- 
cond epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, or in the whole book 
of the Revelation, that the Popiſh faction is Antichriſt, 
Bur it has ſo many of his features, that (as a judicious 


perſon 
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58 faid) if an hue and cry was made for the latter, 
ſhould without any ſcruple apprehend the former. 

Aſp. Will this content you ? will this be ſufficient to 
perſuade you ? Then it is very fully and very exactly 
done. When the grace of GOD is revealed, the ob- 
jects of this ineffable goodneſs are characterized; and I 
am beyond meaſure miltaken, if you do not find your. 
ſelf in the number. 

They are deſeribed by their family, their diſpo/ition, 
their practice. What ſays eternal Wiſdom when ſhe 
makes a tender of her ineſtimable bleflings ? To you, 0 
men, not to fallen angels, I call; and my voice is, not 
to this man or that man excluſively, but t the ſons of 
men indefinitely “. Pray, have you no relation to this 
family ?—What ſays the holy apoſtle when he publiſh- 
es the unalterable counſels of heaven? This is a faith- 
ful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that CHRIST 
FESUS came into the world to fave—the upright ? the 
unblameable ? Was this the caſe, our hopes would be 
covered with a cloud, or rather totally and finally e- 
clipſed. But ſee! they are clear as the light, and con- 
ſpicuous as the noon-day: for he came, (cheering, 
charming word!) he came to ſave inner: f. Cannot 
you diſcern your name in this liſt? I am ſure, I can ſee 
mine written, as it were, in capitals. 

Conſonant to all which, is the declaration of another 
ſacred envoy; who, ſpeaking of his celeſtial MASTER, 
ſays, He fuffered—the PRINCE of peace, the MO- 
NARCH of the univerſe, /fered—for whom? They, 
in whoſe behalf this matchleſs ranſom was paid, mult 
have an undeniable right to look upon redemption as 
their own: and blefled, for ever bleſſed be GOD, it 

is moſt peremptorily ſaid, he ſuffered for the unjuſt . — 

"Now, can you ſay, that you are not comprehended in 
this or the preceding deſcriptions ? Do they not re- 
ſemble and repreſent Theron, as face anſwers to face in 
the water ? 

Ther. This I cannot deny. This is certainly true. 
Aſp. That no part of our character might be omit- 
ted, and no ſort of our miſery paſs unrelieved, it is 


Prov. vii. 4. + 1 Tim. i. x5, 41 Pet. ii. 18. 
| farther 


e 
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farther declared, Mien we were without frengti, 
CHRIST died for the ungodly fo When we were un- 
godly, and confidered only as ungodly creatures ; nei- 
ther poſſeſſed of any thing amiable, nor having the 
leaſt ability to acquire it ; nay, when we were charge- 
able with horrid guilt, and incapable of expiating a 
ſingle offence ; then, even THEn, CHRIST died, and 
for ſuch abominable wretches he died. 

To ſam np the whole evidence. Are we not of the 
human family? Are we not, in our ſpirit and behavi- 
our, fers! Have we not been »v7juf? | towards our 
fellow-creatures, and ungodly towards our great CRE- 
ATOR? Are we not, in all theſe reſpects, without 
firength to recover ourſelves, or make any ſatisfaction 
for our tranſgreflions ?—If we are (and upon theſe 
queſtions incredality itſelf will ſcarcely demur) let us 
not frowardly reject, rather, let ns thankfully receive, 
thoſe ſpiritual treafures, which, by virtne of the afore- 


cited conveyance, are made over to /uch people; which, 


by ſeveral other elanſes in the will and teſtament of 
our crucified LORD, evidently devolve to ſuch per- 
ſons. | | 

Ther. Is it poſſible, Aſpaſio? Can we be warranted 


and encouraged to receive theſe treaſures, in a capaci- 


ty, and under a denomination, which I ſhould think 
more likely to exclude us, diſinherit us, and overthrow . 
all our pretenſions? 

Aſp. This may ſeem ſtrange, but it is true. All the 
bleflings of the goſpel proceed upon a ſuppoſition of 
ſinfulneſs. CHRIST is made a unto his people; 
but what occaſion for the acceſſion of wiſdom, unleſs 
it be in the caſe of ignorance and folly? CHRIST is 
made righteouſneſs ; but who can ſtand in need of a juſ- 
tifying righteouſneſs, if they are not in themſelves un- 
profitable and guilty? CHRIST is made ſan&ifcation ; 
and does not this imply a ſtate of corruption to be re- 


medied, a body of ſin to be deſtroyed? CHRIST is 


+ Rom. v. 6. 
+ He is unjuſt towards his neighbour, who neglects to love his 


neighbour as himſelf. And, if this is the ſtandard, who has not 
fallen ſhort ? ITY 


r made 
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made redemption ; and from what are perſons redeem- 
ed, but from chains and bondage, from miſery and 
ruin, from all manner of evil ? 

It is alſo a molt precious and invaluable truth; ſuch 
as I would hold faſt, and never never let go. When 
I ſearch for my own endowments, I find nothing that 
I dare venture to plead; being, in my beſt moments, 
and amidſt my choiceſt duties, a ſinner. As this is, at 
all times, my undoubted character, I have at all times 
an undoubted warrant to ſay, The uncreated WIS. 
DOM calleth me; the bleſſed JESUS came zo ſave ie; 
the great MESSIAH ſuffered death for ze. 

Let me illuſtrate the point.— Romulus, you know, 

the founder of the Roman empire, was a poor 
prince; had but a handful of ſubjects, and very ſcan- 
ty territories. What expedient could he deviſe to 
enlarge the boundaries of the one, and augment the 
number cf the other? He iſſued. a proclamation, ad- 
dreſſed to outlaws and criminals ; all that were involved 
in debt, or obnoxious to puniſhment ; promiſing, that 
as many as would ſettle under his dominion ſhould be 
ſecured ſrom proſecution, and veſted with conſiderable 
privileges. We will ſuppoſe a perſon in thoſe diſtreſſed 
circumſtances. Upon hearing the welcome invitation, 
he hangs down his head, and, with a dejected air, cries, 
% am a debtor, I am a criminal, and therefore un- 
« worthy of the royal protection.“ What anſwer 
ſhould be made to ſuch a diſpirited complainer ? Make 
the ſame to yourſelf whenever you are inclined to re- 
new the preſent objections.— Remembering, that the 
infinite and eternal SOVEREIGN, to diſplay the mag- 
nificence of his majeſty, and manifeſt the riches of his 

godneſs, has commiſſioned his ambaſſadors to publiſh 
in every nation under heaven—* That all unhappy 
« ſinners; who are oppre/ed by the devil aud liable to 
« damnation, may come to CHRIST; may look up- 
«< on CHRIST as their ranſom and righteouſneſs ; 
* may, in this manner, obtain pardon, juſtification, 

« and all the privileges of children.” | 

- Ther. At this rate, the vi/e/t miſcreants have as clear, 
nay, have the very ſame warrant to believe in CHRIST), 


and receive his ſalvation, as the higheſt ſaints. 
| ; Aſp. 
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Aſp. The very ſame. In this reſpect there is no dit- 
ſerence. All have ſinned, and mult ſue for ſpiritual 
bleſſings, not as deſerving, but as guilty creatures; 
malt receive them, not as the recompence of their own 
worth, but as the iſſues of infinite merey. 

The promiſe is expreſs and unlimited, Jhsfoever be- 
lieveth in CHRIST thall not be aſhamed. Here is no 
pre-eminence of the Jew above the Greek : no prece- 
dence given to the man of decency and ſobriety, before 
the ſhameleſs and abandoned profſigate.— This is far- 
ther confirmed by undoubted fact. St. Peter, ſpeaking 


of the vileſt miſcreants, ſays, GOD gave them the HO- 


LY GHOST, even as He did unte us; and put no di o- 
rence between us and them. They were altogether as 
welcome to CHRIST and his ſalvation as we the apo- 


ſtles of the LORD. 


Should you aſk the higheſt ſaints, On what their 
hopes are grounded? This, or ſomething to this effect, 
would be their reply—** On the grant of CHRIST 
« and his ſalvation, moſt clearly ſer forth in the Scrip- 


« tures of truth. There we hear it declared, Unto you, 


© though Gentiles and idolaters, , preached the remis 
% fron of fins f. As a bleſſing procured by CHRIST, 
« and now preſented to your ſouls, on the ſame terms 
« as light is preſented to your eyes. — There we ſee it 
« recorded, This man receiveth ſinners k. Ves; he, 
„% who is GOD and man in one CHRIST, openeth 
„his arms, openeth his heart, and receiveth finners 


« to a participation of himſelf and his heavenly riches, 


* Receiveth thoſe ſinners, who were not only the {corn 
« of Phariſaical pride, but the very diſgrace of human 
* nature.— There we read the following decree, itfued 
« from the court of heaven, and regiſtered ſor the 
* comfort of a guilty world: The promiſe, relating to 
ſorgiveneſs of fins and the SPIRIT of grace, is ts 
« you, Though you have perſecuted and murdered 
„the LORD JESUS, you may, without any ſeruple 


or delay, apply it to yourſelves. Nay more, you 


% may 1 it home 79 your children, and bid thein be 
c ſharers of the bleſſing. It is an unſearchable trea- 


* Ads xv. 8, 9. + Ads xiii. 38. t Luke xv. 2. 
K k 2 | ſure, 
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« ſure which you may freely enjoy, and an ineſtima- 
* ble portion which they may as freely inherit. What 
« is more gracious ſtill; it is to all that are afar of, 
« whether literally afar off, by living in remote hca- 
*« then climes ; or ſpiritually afar off, by deeply revolt. 
„ing from their duty. In ſhort, it is 2 as many a; 
« the LORD our GOD, by the preaching of his moſt 
„ blefled goſpel, ſhall call.“ 

: Ther, 


Acts ii, 39. It has been objected, That the paſſage, produced 
dy Alpaſio, does not exactly ſuit his purpoſe, ©* Becauſe, the peo- 
ple, to whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, were, not the congregation in 
« general, but thoſe particular hcarers who were pricked in their 
% hearis ; that is, were endued with godly ſorrow, and ſavingly 
changed.“ 

To which I reply, by putting a query upon the objection, and 
lodging a caveat again' the interpretation.—Firlt for the objection; 
„hs people, to whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks, were, not the con- 
% gregation in general, but thoſe particular hearers, who were 
% pricked in their hearts.” Does the Apoſtle addreſs himſclf to 
theſe only” I think not: I hope not. Becauſe, this would repre- 
ſept the giſts of GOD, as depending on ſome qualifications in 
man; confequently, would deſtroy the freeneſs of the gift, and e- 
clipfe the glory of grace: whereas, if we jnppoſe the promiſe ad- 
dre ſled to tinners, as ſinners, without any thing to diſtinguith one 
from another, then all is perfectly free, and grace ſhines forth in 
its native juſtre.— I 'be promiſe is extended to the whole audience, 
every one of you, To their children ; their children. that were at 
Home; their children that were unborn ; their children of the lateſt 
generations. And theſe, I preſume, could neither be pricked in 
their hearts, nor ſavrigly changed, —Beſides, it ſeems plain, from 
the courſe of the narrative, that the addreſs is directed, not tv any 
ſelef number, but to the promiſcnous multitude ; for, the difcri- 
miaating ſentence follows in verſe 41. Then they, amongſt this 
; % >: multitude, that glaily received bis word, were bap- 
[:2e0, 

„% Were fricked in the heart ; that is, were endned with godly 
« forrow, aad faviagly changed.” Againſt this interpretation, 1 
am to lodge a caveat. Cain, and Saul, and Judas, Katy noav T1 
aN. were pricked in heart. They had ſtings of anguiſh in 
their cunſecien ces, and the dagger of diſtreſs in their ſouls : yet 
none ever imagined, that they were truly converted. Theſe peo- 
ple were ignorant of CHRIST and the way of falvation. What 
all we du? implies their want of this neceſſary knowledge, "They 
did not ſo much as ſee the place of refnge; therefore, could not 
be arrived at it; could not be ſafe, or ſavingly * M to 
multiply argument. The Apoſtle muſt certainly be the beſt judge 
of his hearcrs ſtate, and the bet expoſitor of his own —_— 


„ wa & „„ ©t — — — 
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Ther. This is a pleaſing ſuppoſition: but it would 
be more ſatisfa&ory, if you ſhould refer me to any of 
the ſaints actually ſpeaking in this manner. ; 

Aſp Iſaiah, you will allow, was a faint of no infe- 
rior rank; yet he breathes the ſpirit I am deſcribing, 
and acts the part I am vindicating. Turn to that epi- 
tome of the goſpel, his f#/?y-third chapter: there you 
may obſerve him, claiming a ſliare in the greateſt of all 
privileges, ſalvation through the blood of CHRIST. 
How does he advance and maintain his claim? Not in 
the capacity of a ſanctißed, but under the character of 
a /inful perſon. Theſe are his words, The LORD hath 
laid on him, on his Son CHRIST JESUS, the iniguity 
of us all“. Of me, and of my brethren in piety, 
does he mean? No; but of me, and of my feilow- 
tranſgreſſors. This is evidently implied in the clauſe 1 
have quoted. In the preceding part of the verſe, the 
prophet explains himſelf, and leaves no room for heſi- 
tation. All ave, like ſheep, have gone aſtray; we have 
turned 2very one to his own way ; yet our tranſgreſſions, 
cur iniquities, the GOD of all mercy has transferred 
from us, and charged upon his beloved SON.—As the 
vileſt miſcreants are indiſpenſibly obliged to confeſs the 


Did He conſider this circumſtance in fo advantageous a light? No; 
he neither regards it, as conſtituting the grace of repentance, nor 
fprinzing from the promited gift of the HOLY GHOST; it was 
not faith in CHRIST for the remiſſion of ſins, neither was it a 
pledge of ſecurity from the wrath which was coming on that un- 
toward generation. This is evident from his own words—Reperit-— 
For the remiſſion—Ye ſpall receive—Save yourſelves, A way of 
ſpeaking, which ſuppoſes thoſe whom he addrelles to be deftitute 
of the bleſſiags mentioned. | 

This, if I miſtake not, is the truth of the caſe. Thoſe people, 
convinced of their horrible wickedneſs in crucifying the SON of 
GOD, were filled with the moſt alarming appreheuſions. As yet, 
they had no notion of a divine REDEEMER, dying for his v 
murderers. "They were, therefore, under what ſome writers call, 
a law-work. And can the law, which worketh wrath, produce a 
ſaving change, or rather the change which accompanieth ſalvation ? 
This would take away the honours of CHRIST, and transfer them 
to Moſes ? This would confound the letter which killeth, with the 
ſpirit that giveth life, 1 

| * Iſai. liü. 6, 


MZ % K k 3 | former, 
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former, they have an apparent right to profeſs, to af. 
ſert, and to believe the latter. 

Ther. The vileſt miſcreants have a right, an apparent 
right to believe—to believe that all zhe:r fins are laid 
upon CHRIST! This is ſurpriſing doctrine. I know 
not how to credit it, though you take ſo mach pains 

to eſtabliſh it. 

A. It puts me in mind of that memorable predic. 
tion recorded by Habakkuk, and quoted by Peter: Be. 
bold! I work a work, of ſuch immenſely rich and incon- 
ceivably tree goodnels, that you ſhall nat believe, even 
though a man declare it unto you. —The LORD, I truſt, 
who opened Hagar's eyes to diſcern the fountain of 
water for the refreſhment of her ſon, will open my 
triend's eyes to diſcern this infinitely more precious 
fountain, for the conſolation of his ſoul. 

O the riches! the unſearchable riches of the kindneſs 
and love of GOD! He makes a grant of CHRIST 
and his heavenly kingdom to the moſt contemptible 
wretches on the face of the earth; yea, to the moſt 
deteſtable creatures on this fide hell !—At this you 
wonder. At this we ought all to wonder. This will 
be the wonder of ſaints and angels, through a bound- 
leſs eternity. Tet though we wonder, let us not gain- 
fay nor murmur : let not the creature refuſe the bonn- 
ty of the CREATOR, becauſe it is unutterably 
great; neither let the elder brother repine, becauſe the 
young prodigal enters at the ſame door, and is adinit- 
ted to the ſame table with himiſelf. 

I have alledged the teſtimony of the ſaints, let me 
add the deciſion of their King. GOD + loved the world, 
even that world, which, the apoſtle John aſſures us, is 
not only fallen, but lieth in wickedneis; yet, fallen and 
apoſtare as it is, GOD ſo loved it, Mat he gave his only 
begotten SON, to bring in a perfect righteouſneſs, and 
obtain eternal redemption. | 
Dyer. But the queſtion is, for whom? 
A. For the world moſt certainly. None elſe, no- 
thing elſe is mentioned. It is not faid, for the choiceſt 
part of the world; its beſt inhabitants, picked and cul- 
led from the refuſe : but for the corrupt and vicious 
world, theſe things are given. That, being believed 
and accepted, they may be ſaving health to their ſouls. 


Ther. 


— 
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Ther. For the world“. Does this general ſorm 
of expreſſion warrant any one to make a particular ap- 
plication of CHRIST and all his benefits ro himſelf? 

App. Pray do you find any reſtriction of the grant? 
Is any exception made, relating to this or that particu- 
lar ſet of men? Is not the extent of the gift as wide as 
the world? If fo, it warrants any one, it authorizes 
every one t, to make a ſpecial application of CHRIST 
to himſelf. 5 (4 

In other inſtances, ſach a general expreſſion not on- 
ly warrants, but produces a particular application. 
When Jonah, in purſuance of the divine command, 
cried and ſaid ; Yet forty days, and Nineveh ſhall be over- 
thrown: here was no particular mention of man, wo- 
8 man, or child. Neither the king, nor the nobles, nor 

the commons were ſpecified, mach leſs was each and 
s every inhabitant threatened by name. Nevertheleſs, this 
h al denunciation alarmed them all ; was influential 
f on them all; inſomuch, that % people of Nineveh be- 
1 
| 


lieved GOD, and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſackcloth, 
from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt t.— They believ- 
ed; hence we learn the true nature of believing. © GOD 
« ſpeaks to me, and what he ſpeaks, he will perform, 
is its genuine profeſſion. Hence we likewiſe diſcover 
who they are that ought, in this manner to apply the 

general word; all, from the leaſt even tc the greateſt. 
Ther. The caſe is not parallel, Aſpaſio. This was a 

. denunciation of vengeance, not a promiſe of grace. 
Aſp. And can you, Theron, can you ſuppoſe, that 
GOD is more liberal of vengeance, than he is commu- 
nicative of grace? Vengeance is his ſtrange work, but 
in mercy and loving-kindneſs he delighteth.—Are we 
bound to believe and apply his dreadful threatenings ? 
Not allowed to believe and apply his precious promiſes? 
Surely, the LORD's ways are not ſo unequal. When 


* Joht> vi. 5r. 25 
lt there were any man to whom the grant of a SAVIOUR 
did not particularly belong, that perſon would have no warrant to 


believe ; he would do right in diſbelieving; what the Scriptures re- 
* preſent as the greateſt ſin, would become his bounden duty. 


& | Jonah iii. 5. 
the 
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the law ſays, Cur/ed is every one that continueth not in 
all things * ; ſhould not every hearer take this to him- 
ſelf, and ſubmit to the ſentence of juſt condemnation ? 
When the goſpel ſays, H# came to ſave that which i; 
lo/t+ ; ſhould not every hearer take this alſo to himlclf, 
and embrace the tender of free ſalvation? 

However, if you diſlike this inſtance, I will give you 
another, which is not of the vindictive, but ot the be- 
neficent kind. When the anna made its firſt appear- 
ance in the wilderneſs; when the Iſraelites knew nei— 
ther what it was, nor for whom intended, both theſe 
particulars were explained by Moſes: This is the bread 
_ which the LORD hath given you to eat f. No mention 
is made of any individual perſon; yet the whole con- 

regation looked upon this as an undoubted permiſſion, 
+ for themſelves and their children, to gather, to 
fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous food. 


Ther. GOD gave the manna to all the Ifrachtes, 


both good and bad: but does he give CHRIST with 
this unlimited freeneſs? = 

Ap. Our LORD himſelf, alluding to his very mi- 
racle, vouchſafes you an anſwer. My FATHER g1i-- 
eth you the true bread from heaven]. The language is 
nearly the fame as Moles uſed, and it expreſſes the very 
lame unlimited freeneſs.— My FATHER giveth you 
his incarnate 8 N, and his divinely excellent righte- 
ouſneſs. Theſe are bread indeed; bread, which came 
down from the regions of heaven; and bread, which 
nouriſheth the ſoul for the joys. of heaven. —This my 
FATHER giveth you; though not in actual poſſeſſion, 
yet in right to poſſeſs. This he giveth you $ by way 
of free indefinite grant. Without which, any attempt 
to paſleſs, even in the moſt upright of men, would be 
illegal and preſumptuous. By virtue of which grant, 


Gal. iii. 10. + Matt, xvili. 11. { Exod. xvi. 1s. 

John vi. 32. 

$ The receiving of CHRIST neceſſarily preſuppoſes this giving 
« of him. Ihere may indeed be a giving where there is no receiv - 
ing, for a gift may be refuſed. There may alſo be a zating, 
«© where there is no giving, which is a preſumptuous action with. 
<< out warrant, But there can be no place for receiving CHRIST, 
*©-where there is not a giving of him before. Boſton's notes. 
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the bad as well as the good—it is your own expreſſion, 
and therefore I make uſe of it : thongh, in reality, 
none are good, till they receive CHRIST ; which, 
were his benefits of the excluſive ſort, would be cauſe 
of infinite anxiety to mankind. But our great conſola- 
tion is, that one as well as another, the idolatrous Gen- 
tile as well as the proſeſſing Ifraclite, has an unquelti- 
onable warrant to claim them for himſelf. 

Ther. Unqueſtionable ! Is not this expreſſion too pe- 
remptory ? That ſuch a grant ſhould be made to belie- 
vers, I can eaſily conceive. But is it made to ſinners— 
to any finners—to the moſt abandoned finners ? 

Aſp. Yes, Theron, to ſinners. Ang when finners 
receive the grant, then they commences believers.— 
Was it made to believers only, no man living would 
inherit the bleſiing, becauſe all men are, by the depra- 
vity and impotence of their nature, originally conclud- 

ed under fin and unbelief. It is therefore a ſource of 
comfort, and a ſtore-houſe of relief for the moſt guilty 
creatures, even in their molt deſperate circumſtances. 
What ſaid our LORD JESUS? My Father giveth 

you ; that is, the people who ſtood around, and heard 
his gracious voice: many of whom were in a carnal 
ſtate habitually, and even then were in a murmuring 
wicked frame “. What ſays his prophet? He cries out 
in a rapture, O my loſt brethren, 7 us a child is born; to 
us 4 ſon is given! Not to us, who were regenerate, and 
become children of light; but to us children of fallen 
Adam; to us undone ſinners of mankind, who walked 
in durtneſi, and dwelt in the ſhadow of death f. What 
ſaith GOD the LORD? He that created the heavens, 
and ſtretched them out? I will give thee, meaning his 
beloved SON, for a covenant ; it is not ſaid, of believ- 
ers, bat of the people; it is not ſaid, of new creatures, 
but of the Gentiles, who were the vileſt of all creatures, 
or, as you have properly ſpoke, the molt abandoned 
unners. 

That we may underſtand more clearly the ſignifica- 
tion of theſe terms, and ſee the true extent of this gift, 

it is added; I will give thee to open the blind eyes, and 


John vi. 26, 41. + Iſai. ix. 2, 6. 
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to bring cut the priſoners from the priſpn*. Miſerable and 
guilty wretches, blinded by the devil, and enſlaved ty 
their luſts; theſe are not ſet aide; nay, theſe are ex- 
preſsly named: they are the very patentees in the hea- 
venly grant. An obedient and a dying SAVIOUR is 
as much given to them, that they may receive him, and 
be faved, as the city of refuge was appointed for the 
manſlayer, that he might fly thither and be ſecure; or, 
as the brazen ſerpent was lifted up on a pole, that the 
woanded Iſraelite might look to it, and be healed. 
Here then the grant and the giſt are mentioned, the 
perſons to whom the grant is made, and for whom the 
gift is provided, are ſpecified. They are finners ; þ/i14- 
rd and en/lated ſinners; or, if there be any other more 
obnoxious fort, they are all comprehended in this one 
word, Gentilzs. Only allow the divine Speaker to be 
ſincere; then we ſhall fee, in theſe precious texts, a 
moſt cheering hope even for the vileſt finners. Hope, 
that they may be juſtified, eſcape the curſe, and find 
favour with GOD. Nay, we may boldly affirm, that, 
proceeding on theſe words of the eternal KING, even 
the vileſt {inner is allowed, is authoriſed to ſay, © GOD 
« gives me his SON, to be my covenant ſurety, I 
& take him at his word. The SURETY and all his 
« merits, and all his benefits, are mine.“ 

Divinely rich bounty! Enough to charm and aſto- 
niſh the univerſe; but not too great for the infinite JE- 
HOV-AH to exerciſe. O, let us not refuſe what, in 
this conſideration, the unerring SPIRIT calls ozr 4201 
mercyt! Let us adore the beneficence of our GOD. 


Let us believe his promiſing word: and, in this feet, 


this eaſy manner, obtain boch preſent and final falva- 
tion. 0 9 

Ther. I have one ſcruple more, which, at this inſtant, 
ariſes in my mind. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST, ac- 
cording to the apoſtle, is upon all that believe. There— 
fore, it is not the ſinner's, but the believer's portion. 

Aſp. If this were true, ſure the goſpel, which reveals 
this righteouſneſs, could not be glad tidings. I will 


u ppoſe a congregation of ignorant and ungodly peo- 


® Iſai. zlii. 6, 9. + Jouah ii. 8. 
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ple, of heathens and idolaters. The miniſter lifts his 


voice and cries, The righteouſneſs of GOD the SA- 


« VIQUR is not for yon. You are not believers, and 


« therefore have no right to receive the blefling.” — 
What a diſcouraging, nay, what a killing meſſage !— 
Whereas, if the ambaſſador of CHRIST makes this 
proclamation ; “ I know, you are an afſembly of vile 


« and abominable ſinners. Nevertheleſs, I am com- 


« mifſioned to preach glad tidings to you. The infinite- 
© ly glorious SON has died for ſuch tranſgreſſors as 
« you; and the infinitely gracious FATHER freely 
« offers his perfect righteouſneſs to you.” This is in- 
deed a joytul ſound. | 

Befides, Theron, you don't attend to the apoſtle's 
expreſſion. He fays, the righteouſneſs of GOD 7s upon 


all them that believe. Such perſons actually pofſels it.- 


They wear the robe. They are clothed with ſalvation. 
And here lies the difference between the vile milcreant 
and the-real faint. Not that one was originally better 
than the other: not that one has a &learer grant of 


CHRIST than the other: but the latter has put on 
the wedding-garment, and uſes it to his unſpeakable ho- 
nour and happineſs; the former is admonithed to threw: 


alide his filthy rags, and invited to put on this heaven- 
ly raiment. 


Ther. Let me recollet—CHRIST is given for the 


. world, the apoſtate world, to believe on—CHRIST 
has died, not for the righteous, but for the ungodly—, 


CHRIST came in the fleth to ſave ſinners, even the 


chief of ſinners.— Well, Aſpaſio, it theſe things are 
true, (and how can they be otherwiſe, ſince they are 
the expreſs doctrine of Scripture?) it is pity but they 


were more generally known. For my part, I muſt 
confeſs, they are not only new, but ſtrange to me. 


Though I have read them in the Bible, yet when I 


come to conſider them, and compare them with what 
paſſes in my breaſt, I find they are quite contrary to 
my uſual ways of thinking. | ; 


Aſp. You remind me ot a valuable perſon, whom L 
once numbered among my acquaintance, and whoſe, 
way of thinking ſomewhat reſembled your own. Will 


you give me leave to relate his cale. : 
2 . Ther . 


— 


-. = 
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Ther. Moſt gladly. It will be ſome kind of conſo- 
lation to hear, that others have laboured under the 
fame difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubject to the 
ſame diſtreſſes. If I am informed of their 4-/{ir-rance 
from thoſe diſtreſſes, it will be like ſhewing me an open- 
ed door for effecting my own eſcape. If I am like- 
wiſe acquainted with the manner of their deliverance, 
this will furniſh me with a clue to guide my ſteps. 

Ap. This perſon was rouſed from a habit of indo- 
Jence and ſupineneſs, into a ſerious concern for his 
eternal welfare. Convinced of his depraved nature and 
apgravated guilt, he had recourſe to the Scriptures, and 
to frequent prayer. He attended the ordinances of 
Chriſtianity, and ſought earneſtly for an aſſured inter:/? 
in CHRIST, but found no ſteadfait faith, and taſted 
very little comfort. At length, he applied to an emi- 
nent divine, and laid open the ſtate of his heart. Short, 
but weighty, was the anſwer he received. I perceive, 
« Sir, the cauſe of all your diſtreſs. You do not, you 
« will not come to CHRIST as a fluner. This miſtake 
« ſtands between your ſoul and the joy of religion, 
This detains you in the gall of bitterneſs; and take 
« heed, O! talk heed, left it conſign you over to the 
« bond of iniquity.” This admonition never departed 
from the gentleman's mind, and it became a happy 
means of removing the obſtructions to his peace. 

Remember this little hiſtory, Theron; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your good, as it is pertinent to 
your circumſtances! Remember, that the free grant of 
CHRIST, made in the word of truth, and addreſſed 
to ſinners of mankind, is the only baſis and ground- 
work of faith. An apoſtle, after ail the labours of his 
exemplary life, can have no better: and a Magdalene 
or a Manaſſeh, as a motive and encouragement for 
their turning to the LORD, have the very ſame. 

But we digreſs from the principal ſubject. Since you 
diſapprove my. account of faith, I mult deſire you to 
favour me with a deſcription more correct and unex- 
ceptionable : for, as you juſtly obſerved, this is a very 
momentous article. —Is not CHRIST the ſource of all 
ſpiritual good, and faith the main channel of convey- 


ance ? Surely then it thould be made and kept as clear 
| | as 
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as poſſible Is not CHRIST the foundation of all true 
lineſs, and faith the muſter-arch in this ſacred. 
dure? Surely then it ſhould be raiſed and turned 


with the utmoſt care. 


— — — 
DIALOGUE XVII. 


Ther. LEMON'S account is this Faith, he ſays, 

is a firm perſuaſion, that JESUS CHRIST 
has ſhed his blood, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs; has 
ſuſtained the puniſhment due to fin, and obtained full 
reconciliation with GOD : that all this grace, and each 
of theſe benefits, are free, perfectly free, for you, for 
me, for others. In conſequence of this perfuaſion, the 
ſinner flies to CHRIST, comes to CHRIST, and 
truſts in CHRIST, for his own falvation. 

Aſp. T have the higheſt regard for Palæmon's judg- 
ment, and I cannot but think, my opinion is confirm- 
ed even by his. The act of hing to CHRIST implies 
an intention to get out of danger; it implies a diſco- 
very of CHRIST as the appointed ſafety, and conſiſts 
in making uſe of him as fuch. When the manſlayer 
fled to the city of refuge, he made uſe of that privile- 
ged place for his own protection. How can this be 
done, with regard to -a bleeding, dying SAVIOUR, 
but only by a perſuaſion that he 7s ine; that his fut- 
— were in jy ſtead, and that his death is my ſafe- 
guard !—What is meant by coming to CHRIST, we 
may learn from Jeremiah : Behold! we come unto thee, 
for thou art the LORD our GOD. Coming, you lee, 
includes or proceeds upon a real perſuaſion, that the 
LORD is our GOD. While we are wholly deſtitute 
of this perſuaſion, we ſtand at a diſtance, and our ſouls 
are afar off. We are never brought nigh ; we never 
come in the prophet's ſenſe, till we are taught to ſay, 
each one for hide, Thou art the LORD my. GOD = 


® Jer. lii. 22, This text relates to the backſliding Iſraelites. Tt 
is obſervable, that they do not lay claim to the LORD as their 
GOD, becauſe they are penitent; but are encouraged to return 
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The act of truſting in CHRIST is much of the {ne 
nature. It preſuppoſes, that CHRIST is the trotiee 
of the covenant of grace; it proceeds upon a conviction 
of his faithſulneſs in executing the office; and it is a 
ſolemn ſurrendering or giving up the whole affair of 
our ſalvation into his hand; giving it up, not in un- 
certainty of ſucceſs, (this would be mi/trufting, rather 
than truſting), but with a certainty, in ſome meaſure 
ſuitable to the fidelity and ability of HIM, with whom 
we have to do. 

If you (till are doubtful, whether any ſuch perſuaſion 
is implied in truſting, let us chuſe a referee. Let us 
carry our controverſy to the king of Iſrael. Inquire 
of David, why he truſts in the LORD, and what he 
means by truſting ? To both theſe inquiries he anſwers 
diſtinctly and fully: The LORD is my high tower, 1 
* ſhield, and He in whom I truſt *. He is a ſhield —He 
„is my ſhield —Of this I am perſuaded, and therefore 
« I truſt in him; or this I believe, and, in /o doing, I 
te truſt on him.” 

Ther. This air of aſſurance, which runs through all 
your repreſentations of faith, appears ſomewhat pre- 


from the bare belief of his gracious declarations. The return of the 
children of GOD, after backſliding, is of the ſame nature, and pro- 
ceeds upon the ſame grounds, as their firſt approach ; according to 
that invariable rule, As ye have received CHRIST JESUS the LORD, 
fo walk ye in bim. 

This doctrine is taught, and repreſented under the ſame image, 
Tai. xlv. 24. To HI * ſhall men come. What does this figurative 
expreſſion ſignify ? The prophet himſelf anſwers our queſtion, and 
explains his own meaning: Surely, ſoall one ſay, in the LORD have 
J rigl. fies. When people believe this in their heart, and profeſ 
this with their mouth, then they come unto the LORD. 
© © Pfal. exliv. 2. See alſo Pal. Xxxi. 14. Ifai. xii. 2. and eſpe- 
cially 2 Kings xviii. 30. where Rabſhakeh, the Aſſyrian general, 
gives ns an expoſition of the word truſt, This man, unacquainted 
with theological controverſies and nice diſtinctions; having no other 
information but what was derived from common ſenſe, and the 
common principles of mankind, ſees all that we contend for com- 
prehended in the expreſſion, Let not Hezekiah make you truſt in the 
LORD, ſaying, The LORD will ſurely deliver us. To traſt in the 
LORD, is, according to this abnormis ſapiens, to V from the 
heart, and declare with the mouth—The LORD wil! deliver He 
will deliver us—He wi ly deliver us, — Muſt it not be a ſhame 
to Chriſtians, if they have meaner apprehenſions of truſting in ]L- 
HOYAH thana cathen and an idolater. | 

| 58h | * ſumptuous 
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ſumptuous in my eye. It is as if people pretended to 
know and claim their feat in heaven before the judg- 
ment-day. | 

Aſp. And is this ſo ſtrange or preſumptuous a thing? 
In former ages, people made no ſeruple to declare, * 
know, that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſ- 
ſolved, we have a building of GOD, a houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. And theſe are people, 
whom you need not bluſh to be like, nor be afraid to 
copy after. 

The Papiſts, I own, take great offence at the word 
aſſurance, and utterly explode the doctrine . But they 
are no infallible guides for us to follow; neither are 
they very inviting patterns for us to imitate. You and 
I, Theron, cannot reaſonably be offended at the ex- 
preiſion, or the doctrine, if we recolle& what we have 
been taught in the firſt ſtage of life, and what is pro- 
feſſed in the laſt ſcene of mortality. We are taught, 
even from our infancy, that the ſacrament of the 
LORD's ſupper is not only a ſign of ſpiritual grace, 
but a pledge to aſure us thereof f. At the interment 
of the dead, we profeſs our ſure and certain hope of a 
reſurrection to eternal life f. That this is always ap- 
plied with due propriety in our bnrial-ſervice, 1 will 
not venture to alſert, That it ſufficiently countenances 
my fentiments, none will undertake to deny. It this 
countenances, the apoſtle authorizes them, when he ad- 
dreſſes us with this very remarkable exhortation; Ha- 
ving therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into ths blieſt by 
the blood of FESUS, let us draw near with a true heart 
in tull aſſurance 2 faith 5; with a firm perſuaſion of 
acceptance; with a certain expectation of ſucceſs. 


One of their unrighteous decrees, eſtabliſhed by the council of 
Trent, is; “ If any hall ſay, that juſtifying faith is nothing elſe- 
** but a confidence or aſſurance of the mercy. of GOD, pardoning 
* fins for CHRIST"s ſake, let him be accurſed.” — Matt we not 
call the aſſembly, which could paſs ſuch horrible doftrine into a 
law, the ſynagogue of Satan? Ought we not to expoſtulate, with {ucly 
a dogmatizing and damning ſpirit, in the words of the apoſtle: 9 
Full of all ſubiilly and all miſchief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy. 
of all ri blecuſneſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the right ways of the 
TH! Ads xiii. 10. 


t Church-Catechiſm: t Burial- Ofice. 5 Heb. x. 19, 20. 
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After all, if you diſlike the word aſſurance, we will 
cog it for the more ſoftened, and more modeſtly. 
ſounding term, appropriation.—St. Chryſoſtom ſays, 
H T1547; oma ve Ger Which is tranſlated and ex- 
pounded by a pious divine of our own : “ Faith,” he 
tells us, © is a work of the HOLY GHOST in the 
« ſoul, enabling it to appropriate the blood and righ- 
« teoutneſs of JESUS CHRIST, for the remiſlion of 

« fin, and its juſtification unto eternal life.“ 
| Ther. You change aſſurance for a more ſoftened, not 
for a more intelligible term. I muſt deſire to know 
what you mean by the word appropriation. 

Aſp. To appropriate, in the theological ſenſe, is to 
take home the grace of GOD, or apply to one's 
ſelf what lies in the common indefinite grant of the 
goſpel. Is CHRIST the treaſure hid in the field? To 
appropriate this treaſure, is to receive and uſe it as our 
own portion. Is CHRIST the balm of Gilead, full 
of ang health? To appropriate this balm, is to take 
and apply it for the recovery of our own ſouls. And 
without ſuch an appropriation, how can we either be 
enriched by the former, or healed by the latter ? 

Let me tarther explain- my meaning, and exemplify 
the poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his ſeveral 
offices. CHRIST, as a prieſt, is made to guilty crea- 
tares righteouſneſs. When we appropriate the grace of 
our great HIGH-PRIE SI, this is the language of cur 
hearts, In the LORD have 1 righteouſneſy *,—-CHRIST, 
as a prophet, is made to ignorant creatures wiſdom. 
When we appropriate the benefits of our unerring 
PROPHET, this is the perſuaſion of our ſouls, T9 
1 fit in darkneſs, the LORD will he a light unto me f.— 
CHRIST, as a king, is made unto depraved creatures 
fanRification, When we appropriate the munificence 
of our Almighty KING, this is our comfortable truſt, 
The LORD will deliver me ſcum every evil work f. 

Ther. The Scripture never uſes the term appropris- 
tion. Will it not draw off our attention from the form 
of ſound words left us by the apoſile ? Will it not lead 
us into a ſtrife about phraſes deviſed by human wiſdom! 


C Kai, xv. 24 . Mic. vi. 8. 12 Tim. iv. 18. 
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perhaps bewilder us among oppoſitions of ſcience, falſe- 

jy ſo called? Some perſons, you muſt be ſenſible, have 

armed, That it is enough to know the truth, and be- 
| lieve what JESU has done. According to that which 
| is written, By his knowledss ſhall my righteous ſervant 
| 


* — 8 


juſtiſ many. i 

Ap. Do you experience this to be enough, Theron ? 
Is this ſufficient to diſpel your fears, and calm your 
conſcience ? Does this comfort your heart, and fill you 
with all joy ? | | 

The ſcriptural knowledge, that which the HOLY 
GHOST teaches, is of the appropriating kind; and 
if the doctriue be contained in Scripture, it ſhonld ſeem 
an over - refined ſ{crupuloſity to cavil with the diction. 
By his knowledge: ſhall my righteous fervant j uſtiſ many. 
That is, by the knowledge of him, as our atonement, 
and our redemption, whs was wornded for our fins, and 
bruiſed for our iniquitier. Thus the prophet expounds 
his own. text, and lends us a clue that may lead us into 
our LORD's meaning, when he declares, This is 1/3 
eternal, that they may know thee the only true GOD, ant 

ESUS CHRIST whom thou haſt ſent. That they may 

ow thee, O GOD, as completely reconciled, and- 
infinitely' gracious to them: that they may know” 
JESUS'CHRIST, as the fole cauſe of this bleſſed re- 
conciliation ; by ſatisfy ing juſtice, aud bringing in an- 
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uſneſs. * 4 
nant to that general meim Hid down 
e have known and believed. What? 
This is part of the truth, but not 
the whole. — That hèNgerciſes it freely, and with over- 
flowing abundance ? Neither does this come up to the: 
meaſure of the believer's knowledge.—But we have 
known and belle ved 2% ſpecial, the diſtinguiſhing /ve, . 
which OD hath towards: ur in JESUS CHRIST. 
This is the knowledge which juitifies the ungodly, and 
ſanctiſies the ſinner. In this knowledge, you ſee, there 
is an applicatſon to ourſelves, a belief that the bleſſing 
is our on, or, in other words, an appropriation 72 
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that the bleſſings of the goſpel are our owns is what 
vou mean by appropriation. - 1 | 

Abb. Add, our own by virtue of the divine grant, 
and this i my very meaning. That an appropriation 
of this kind is included im the effence of taith, is the 
ſentiment I would maintain.— Which ſentiment mi. ht 
be confirmed, if ſach confirmation were demanded, by 
'a multitude of the moſt illuſtriouis witneſles. Witneſſes 
ſo itleftrious, that they were a bleſſing to the world, 
and an honour to human nature. 80 numerous, that, 
without giving an abſtract of their teſtimonies, it might 
ſeem tedious only to recite their names *®. _ | 

Ther. I will diſpenſe with your recital of their names, 
only let me have a ſpecimen of their teſtimonies. | 

Aſp. Firlt, let me preſent you with Dr. Owen, than 
whom England has produced few writers, either more 
judicious or more devout. Faith,” he tells us in his 
Catechiſm, © is a gracious reſting upon the free pro- 
«4 miſes of GOD" in in JESUS CHRIST for mercy, 
« with a frm perſuafion-of heart, that GOD ia re- 
«. conciled Father to ur, in the SON of his love.” 

Next, let me introduce an author of ' renown, from 
our ſiſter country Scotland. Mr. Davidſon, aſking, 
«. What is that faith, which is the only inſtrument of 
i this ſtrait conjunQion. 8 ur crucified. 


£ 


'© If the reader would ing vire after their names, he will fnd ome 
of them enumerate? in the following catalogue. Luther, Calvin, 
Melancthon, Beza, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, Melvil, Bruce; 
Davidſun, Forbes, &c.—Urliaus, Zanchive, Junius, Piſcator, Rol- 
len, Danzns, Wendelinus, Chamierus, Sharpius, Bodins, cus, 

Iringivs, Triglandii (Gitbertus & «cobus), Arnoldus, Mifeſhus; 

four profefiors at Leyden, Wallzus, Rivetus, Polyander, IThy- 
fius ; Wollebius, Hei erus, Efknins, Turretinus, &c,— Many 
eminent Britiſh divives, Biſhop Babington, Davenant, Hall; Mr. 
Perkins, Pemble, Willet, Gouge, Rogers, Burgeſs, Owen, Mar- 
Mal, Cc. 

If we were apparently and demonſtrably in an error, yet, to err 
with ſuch company, and in the ſootſteps of ſuch guides, muſt very. 
much tend to mitigate the ſeverity of cenſure. But, I believe, few 
ſerious perſons „ to charge error and deluſion upon ſuch 
2 venerable hotly of Proteſtant divines ; fo eminent ſor their lcarn- 
ing, ſo exemplery for their holineſs, and whoſe labours were ſo re- 


markably owned by GOD. 
« and 
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% and us?“ Teaches his diſciple to reply, “It is the 
« ſure perſuaſion of the heart, that CHRIST, by his 
death and reſurrection, hath taten away our fins ;. 
« and, clothing us with his own righteouſneſs, has 
« thoroughly reſtored us to the favour of GOD.” 

+ To theie: I would add the learned and juſtly celeb 
brated' Altingius, profeſſor of divinity at Heidelberg. 
4% Faithz” he fays, „ is a knowledge of the grace of 
« GOD' in CHRIST, together with a fiduciary re- 
« jJjance on it, or an application of it to a man's own 

» ff? © | | r 
heſe teſtimonies are but as the tythe to the whole 
erop : yet theſe are more than enough to exempt me 
from the of fingularity. You will not wonder, 
thereſore, if I ſtill abide by the good old doctrine, 
which is eſpouſed by ſo many of the ableſt judges, 
which was the darling tenet of almoſt all our reform - 
ers, and which is the avowed belief, not of a few ſingle 
perſons only, but of many famous Proteitant churches, 
Ther Pray let me hear what the Proteſtant churches. 
fay ; their teſtimony, though not infallible, is doubtleſs 

con ble. uh 1 5 

A. The teſtimony of the Engliſh church is already 
produced. Vou ſhall now have the declaration of the 
church of Scotland. In her national covenant ſhe has 
theſe memorable words, We detelt and refuſe che 
1 uſurped authority of that Roman antichriſt, his ge- 
« neral and doubtſome faith.“ From which words we 
naturally draw theſe two concluſions— That, ſince the 
Popiſh Laich is a doubtfome faith, the Proteſtant faith is 
an aſſured faith That, ſince the Popiſh faith is a ge- 
neral one, the Proteſtant faith muſt needs be a faith of 
Now let us hear the unanimous ſuffrage of the. 
churches of the Palatinate.. It is inquired, in the. 
 twentyefirſt. queſtion of their public catechiſm, What 
is true faith? 'T'a.which-this anſwer is returned: 
«'Tt'is not only. an aſſent to all the truths which GOD 
&© has revealed in his word; but it is an.afured truſt, 
„ wrought by the HOLY SPIRIT in my heart, that. 
be N of fins, compleat righteouineis, and eter- 
« 'nal life are given; freely given, not to others only, 
* but. 
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but to e, and all this from the mere mercy of 
« GOD, through the alone merits of CHRIST.” 
Omitting the confeſſions of ſeveral other foreign 
ehurches, I ſhall only ſubjoin the doctrine of the Dutch 
divines, as it is delivered in their Brie Compendium :f 
Cbriſtian religion. Qui. What is à ſincere faith ? 
« nf. It is a ſure knowledge of GOD and his pro- 
« miles, revealed to us in the goſpel; and a heart 
% confidence that all my ſins are forgiven for CHRIST”; 
« ſake.” | 
With all theſe teſtimonies, which are the voice of 
nations, I have the happineſs to-coincide. Only ſore 
ef them are much ſtronger in diſplaying and maintain- 
ing the ſpecial fuucia, or appropriating perſuaſion.— 
From this view of things, you will at leaſt allow, that 
the perſonal application of CHRIST, and the aſſured 
confidence in CHRIST, are not (as they have very 
indecently been called) the fiction of a crazy brair.— 
Eſpecially, as I apprehend, the determinations of Scrip- 
ture, and the experience of ſcriptural ſaints, are all on 
aur fide. . | a 
| Ther. You have now brought the cauſe to the pro. 
per bar. When a queſtion ſo important is debated, 
and an intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I cannct 
acquieſce in any authority leſs than divine. I cannot, 
and indeed, I think, we ought not. Nothing ſhould: 
fatisfy us, on ſuch an occaſion, but the word which is 
unerring and deciſive ;. the word, by which we are to 
Rand or fall eternally... Whence does it appear, that 
the . determinations of this divine word are on your 
ſide? N ; Fo 
Ap. From the nobleſt deſcription of faith which 
language itſelf can form. The writer to the Hebrews 
having mentioned-the life of faith, the perſeverance of 
faith, and the end or reward of faith, proceeds to a 
definition of this leading grace. Now faith is the ſub- 
france of things hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen *. 
t—The evidence +, exhibiting* not a faint ſurmile, but a 
clear demonſtration,” both of inviſible bleſſings, and of 
W441 as Fl * T4 3 9 $4 = . 


Hebe xi. . -.- + ENeges. 


our 


Dial. 17. THERON. any ASPASIO. 405 


our right to enjoy them. —The ſubſtance |, realizing. 
what is promiſed ; and giving us, as it were, a poſſel⸗ 
ſion of good things that are remote, a preſent poſſeſ- 
ſion of good things that are future. 
Ther, What are thoſe bleſſings, and theſe good 
things? TEA 

Aſp. I will inform my Theron; and in ſuch a man- 

ner, from ſuch paſſages, as ſhall farther aſcertain my 
repreſentaticn of faith.— What ſays the apoſtle of the 
Gentiles? I preached unto you the goſpel . — And what 
js the ſubſtance of this evangelical meiſage ? CHRIST 
died for our fins $.—That ſo exalted a perſon as the 
SON of GOD, and LORD of glory, thould die, is 
wonderful— That he ſhould die for „nt, the moſt abo- 
minable objects, and for ſinners, the moſt deteſtable 
creatures, is abundantly more wonderful—That he 
ſhould die, not for ſins in general, but for our fins in 
particular, this is inexpreſſibly wonderful, and, at the 
ſame time, inexpreſſibly comfortable—Here we have 
the goſpel and its capital bleſſing expreſſed in this pro- 
polition, CHRIST died for fins. Here we have faith 

and its principal acting expreſſed in this propofitiong 
' CHRIST died for our int. Till the former is preach- 
ed, the doctrine is not goſpel ; till the latter is believed, 
it ſhould ſeem ſrom St. Paul's account, the conviction 
is not faith. | 
Let me produce another inſtance, extracted, like the 
preceding, from the rolls of heaven. This is the record, 
that GOD bath given to us eternal life *; not propoſed it, 
on I know not what conditions, but hath given. Freely 
and fully, without any reſerve, and with a liberality 
ſuited to his incomprehenſible goodneſs, He hath given 
the richeſt of all gifts; and not to ſome only, or to 
others, but to us, even to us. | 


— 
— — ä — —— CIC — 


t rroecaris. Perhaps the reader may prefer Dr, Doddridge's 
expoſition of this paſſage ; which, though ſomeu hat different, is 
truly excellent. Faith, he ſays, is the confident expetiation of things 
hoped for, upon the ſecurity of the divine promiſe. It is alto ; 
powerful con ri of things which are not ſeen, but of whoſe cer - 
tainty there is ſuch a full perſuaſion, that act upon the mind 
as if they were preſent. 

þ -x Cor. xv. 1. $ 1 Cor, xv. 3. » x Jobn v. 9. 
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Ther. To us, that is, to the apoſtles and their fellow. 
ſaints. As the epiſtle was written by an apoltle, it is 
certainly addrefſed to men of like mind, to the ſaint; 
that are upon the earth, and ſuch as excel in virtue. 

Aſp. True; but was eternal life given to them, be- 
cauſe they were apoſtles? No, verily; but becauſe 
CHRIST died-for them.—Did CHRIST die for them, 
becauſe they excelled in virtue? In no wiſe ; but b.. 
cauſe they were miſerable finners.—Eternal life was 
purchaſed for them, when they were ſinners. It was 
conſigned over to them, when they were finuers; and 
neither the purchaſe, nor the gift, were founded on 
their being ſaints, but aimed at mating them ſo. 
That CHRIST died for our fins —That GOD hath 
goon to us eternal life—'Theſe are the bleſſings, of which 

aith is the evidence; theſe the good things, of which 
faith is the ſubſtance. This is the honey in the evan- 

lical hive; and I am at a loſs to conceive, how it is 
poſſible to taſte the honey, without ſome appropriation 
of the — things to ourſelves.— This appropriation, 
if I miſtake not, is comprehended in the ſeveral figu- 
rative deſcriptions of faith, which occur in holy writ. 

* Ther. Favour me with ſome of thoſe deſcriptions. I 
begin to ſee a peculiar beauty, and an unequalled rich- 
neſs, in the figures of Scripture. Nothing yields me a 
more refined pleaſure, than to inveſtigate and diſcover 
the exact ſenſe of thoſe inſtructive images. It is fome- 
what like kindling the conſecrated incenſe; which, 
when riſing in a flame, diffuſed light; when ſpreading 
in clouds of fragrance, diſtributed refreſhment. 

* Aſp. Faith is ſtyled, A /ooking unto FESUS *. But 
if we do not look unto JESUS, as the propitiation for 
our fins, what comfort or what benefit can we derive 
trom the ſight ?— 4 receiving of CHRIST t. But can 
I have any pretence to receive him, and take poſſeſſion 
of his merits, unleſs I am convinced that they are of- 
fered or given to me! This is what neither the dictates 
of conſcience will allow, nor the laws of reaſon autho- 
rize.—4 refting upon CHRIST T. But how can — 
4 | : | re 
Fg >, = FN + John i. 12. 
{ I find two words in the original, which expreſs the 3 
TAs and: 
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reſt on a ſurety, if we have no perſuaſion that he ha? 
interpoſed on our behalf? or how confide in a payment, 
which we believe to be made for others, not for our- 
ſelves ?—Snrely, Theron, when I reſt upon an object, 
I uſe it as »zy ſupport: when TI receive a gift, I take 
it as my own property: and when the Iſraelites looked 
unto the brazen ſerpent, they certainly regarded it as 
a remedy, each particular perſon for Vimſelſ. 

Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST as an all- 
ſuſkcient SAVIOUR, and rely on him for our whole 
ſalvation, is not this real faith ? This is what I heard 
ſometime ago from a celebrated pulpit. 

Aſp. The perſuaſion that CHRIST is an all-ſuffici- 
ent SAVIOUR, is undoubtedly a perſuaſion of what 
is true; but it is ſhort of the truth for which I am 
pleading. Neither does it come np to the faith by 
which I am ſaved; unleſs I honour his declared good- 
will, as well as his all- ſufficient power; and, on the au - 
thority of the former, regard the latter as my own, 

You credit one part of the report, that CHRIST is 
a ſufficient SAVIOUR, on the teſtimony of GOD who 
cannot lie. Why ſhould you not credit the ſame au- 
thentic Teſtifier *, when he repeatedly declares, that 
this SAVIOUR, with all his ſufficiency, is really gi- 


and the duty of reſting on CHRIST. i which implies ſuch a ſtate 
of acquieſcence, as ſilences the clamours of conſcience, and com- 
poſes the perturbation of the ſpirit. nMrmran which ſignifies the re- 
freſhment and repoſe of a weary pilgrim, when he arrives at the 
end of his journey, and is ſettled for life in a ſecure, commodious, 
plentikul babitation. Pfal. xxxvii. 7. Ifai. xxviii. 12.—“ It is not 
** poſlible, ſays Mr. Bofton, to conceive a ſoul reſling on CHRIST 
for ſalvation, without a perſuaſion that it ſhall have life and fal- 
vation through him.” And, I may add, it is equally im poſſi- 
ble, without ſuch a perſuaſion, to enjoy the acquieſcence or obtain 
(jo ſe hinted in the aforementioned texts. — 

* The LORD, ſpeaking by the prophet Iſaiah, ſeems to wonder 
that any can doubt of his will, after they have heard his call. 
«* Wherefore when I came, was there no man, and when I called 
* was there none to anſwer ? Iſai. IL. 2, Sure it muſt be owing to 


« ſome ſuſpicion of my power to ſave. With reſpect to my wil- 


«« lingnefs, there can be no room for heſitation; my call puts this 
% matter beyond all reaſonable doubt.” Therefore he proceeds in 
the following words, to give the moſt unqueſtionable proofs of his 
omnipotence. Is my band ſbortened that it cannot redeem * Ke. 

p ven 
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ven to you? ſo given, that your moſt confident appro. 
priation cannot be diſappointed. 

This is what was taught from the pulpit of inſalli- 
bility, and by thoſe firſt of chers, who ſpake as 
the HOLY GHOST gave 1 utterance. Let the 
eonvinced finner, and the afflicted foul, fru in the 
name of the LORD, and flay upon hir GOD. Let him 
not only reverence CHRIST), as the incarnate GOD, 
and therefore mighty to fave ; but look upon CHRIST 
as his GOD, and thereby made redemption to him in 
particular. Thus let him an upon the ROCK * of 
Ages, without indulging a doubt concerning his right 
to make uſe of it, or the poſſibility of its failing him. 

Ther. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST then, accord- 
ing to your explanation, denotes an application of his 
faving merit to ourſelves. 

Aſp. To caſt ourſelves upon CHRIST, to caſ? our 
burden, or to caſt all cur care ſ upon the LORD, are 
metaphors, which may receive ſome elucidation from 
an incident recorded in the Acts. When the mariners 
and paſſengers, which failed with St. Paul, ſaw their 
veſſel ſhattered ; ſaw the waves prevailing; ſaw no 
hope of fafety from continuing in the ſhip ; they caſt 
themſelves upon the floating planks. They caſt them- 
ſelves upon the planks without any ſcruple, not que- 
ſtioning their right to make uſe of them; and they 
clave to thoſe ſupporters with a cheerful confidence g, 
not doubting but, according to the apoſtle's promiſe, 
they ſhould eſcape ſafe to land.— Be this -what people 
mean, when they ſpeak of venturing or caſting them- 


* jw Iſai. I. 10. F Exieuailis, 1 Pet. v. 7. 
N ; 1 Amwogery/als, Acts xx vii. 43. 
. & It is queried, whether theſe people clave with a cheerful confi- 
dence. To which I anſwer. It is certain that, notwithſtanding 
their frightful and perilous ſituation, they were all ood cheer, 
How they could, in ſuch circumſtances, be fo a „without 
ſome degree of confidence in the apoſtle's declaration, is difficult to 
prehend.— However, they made uſe of the planks, without any 
ur as to the matter of right; and clave to them as confidently, 2s 
if they had been bought with their money, and marked with their 
name. And this is the point principally intended; this is the ſcope 
principally to be regarded. The confidence of appropriation, not 
the of ſucceſs, is the thing to be illuſtrated, 


ſelves 
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ſelves upon CHRIST, and I approve of the expreſſion, 
I ſubſcribe the doctrine T. It ſpeaks what I with ſcr 
my friend, for myſelf, and for my fellow-ſinners. 

Let us ſhiſt our ſituation, and view the point in an- 
other light. Conſider the bleſſed and glorious object 
of our faith. CHRIST is repreſented by the ſimili- 
tude of bread, heavenly bread, for the hungry ſoul. 
Faith is characterized by eating the food. Can this be 
done without a perſonal application CHRIST is 
held forth under the image of living waters, ever run- 


ning, and always tree for the thirſty appetite. But let 


them run ever ſo copiouſly, let them be preſented ever 
fo freely, they will neither quench the thirſt, nor re- 
freſh the ſpirits, unleſs they are drank . To do this 
is the buſineſs of faith. CHRIST is deſcribed as a 
garment to clothe the naked, and beautify the deform- 
ed. Faith is expreſſed by putting an this commodious 
garment, and wearing this beautiful robe. Can any 
idea, or any exprethon, more ſtrongly denote an actual 
appropriation? 

Ther. It is evident that many holy people, in former 
ages, were not poſſeſſed of aſſurance. What is the 
language of David? It is all deſpondency. 7 am caſt 
out of the fight of thine eyes. To the ſame melancholy 
tune is the harp of Aſaph ſtrung. Ii his mercy clean 

ne for ever? Deoth his promiſe fail for evermore ?— 

he ſame jealous and diltruſtful air breathes in the 
complaint of the church. The LORD hath forſaken 


+ Such was the doctrine taught by that judicious writer Mr. Boſ- 
ton. This blood is for me, ſays the believer; for my pardon, 
** my peace, my ſanctiſication; and therefore I will venture my all 
upon it, for time and for eternity.“ 


Thus the church of England explains thoſe myſterious expreſ- 


lions, M boſo eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood. In the rubrick 


for admigiſterigz the ſacrament to the ſick, ſhe makes this public 


dechzration 3/4. If he do ſtedfaſtly believe, that JESUS CHRIST 
bath ſuffered death upon the croſs for him, and thed his blood 
for his redemption, earneftly remembering the benefits he bath 
thereby, he doth eat and drink the body and blood of our Sa- 
*. VIOUR CHRIST, profitably to his ſoul's health.” — This ſhould 
be of ſome weight; at leaſt, with the members of our church. For 
my own part, I give my aſſent and conſent moſt readily and un- 
ſeignedly. Neither can I ſee how it is poſſible to feed on the hea- 
venly manna any other way. 


Vor. II. 1 M m Mey, 
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me, and my LORD hath forgotten me.—Why then 
ſhould Aſpaſio ſet up a rule, which was too high to be 
reached, and too ſtrict to be obſerved, even by thoſe 
eminent ſaints ? | 

Aſp. You ſhould rather aſk, Why have the beſt 
judges, and the moſt exemplary Chriſtians, in their ſe- 
veral writings, ſet up this rule? Why have the apoſtles 
of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of our GOD, {peak- 
ing in the Bible, ſet up this rule ?—To which I might 
reply ; becauſe it is, of all precepts, the moſt bench. 
cial : therefore, they have not ſo much ſet it up, 
under the notion of a ſtrict rule, as they have ſet it 
forth, under the character of an open door for the 
chief of ſinners. 

Your complaint, when put into its proper language, 
ſeems to run thus; Why muſt we be obliged to pro- 
« ceed upon GOD's bare word? Why mult we be ob— 
« liged to truſt in CHRIST alone, or to ante our. 
« ſelves of ſalvation by HIM?” Whereas, inſtead of 
a complaint, it ſhould be matter of exultation. We 
ſhould rather expreſs ourſelves in this manner; “ Bless 
% the LORD, O my ſoul! that I, a finner, a vile ſin- 
& ner, ſhould be allowed to take CHRIST, and :l! 
“ his ſalvation as my own ; and thus to aſſure myſcl! 
« of pardon, holineſs, and glory.” | 

This bleſſing was certainly enjoyed by the holy men 
of old. But like every other ſpecies of ſelicity in this 
world, it was enjoyed aſter an imperfet manner.— 
They had an aſſured perſuaſion of GOD's preſent ſa- 
your, and of their own final happineſs. Neverthclets, 
this aſſured perſuaſion was liable to the aſſaults, both 
cf outward temptations, and of inward, Torruptions. 
Which might, for a while, impair its vigour, or eclipſe 
its Juſtre, though nor deſtroy its being: as, under a 
tranſient ſwoon, the fpirits ſail, the colour departs, but 
the vital principle ſubſiſts. PAN a 4 e 
Von may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
perſons, that, when they ceaſe to exerciſe this cont: 
dence of faith, they lament the failure; I /,, 2h: 4 
my infirmity *.—T key chide themſelves for it; Hy art 


ur * Pfſal. IXxvii. 10. 
| | thin 
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thou caſt down, O my foul ?— They encourage themſelves 
againit it; Hape in GOD f, it is thy unqueſtionable 
privilege, How could they do this? on what grounds, 
or from what motive? if they had no perſuaſion, that 
their ranſom was paid, and their GOD reconciled ; 
conſequently, that all their doubts were an injury to 


his fidelity and to his goodneſs. 


Nay, the church, even under her darkeſt apprehen- 
ſions, ſtill ſpeaks the ſentiment, ſtill retains the grace 
for which I am pleading. My LRD, uttered with 
her lips, argues an app/icatory faith in her heart.-—$So 
copious and pregnant are the evidences of this precious 
doctrine, it is confirmed by that very paſſage, which 
was produced for its contutation, | 

Ther. If this be the ſentiment of the church in ge- 
neral, is it alſo the temper of her particular members? 
Was each of them animated by this firm and lively 
faith 2 

Let theſe particular perſons appear and anſwer 
for themſelves. —Hear the declaration of the Pſalmiſt; 
Bleſs the LORD, © my foul, and all that is within me, 
bleſs bis. holy name f. What is the cauſe of this holy 
tranſport, and devout praiſe? Is it, becauſe GOD 
poſſibly may, becauſe he probably wi//? No; but be- 
cauſe HE actually daes forgive: ih forgiveth all thine 
Iniquities— Take notice of Job's belief, and Job's ſup- 
port, amidſt his unexampled ſufferings; I know that 
my REDEEMER liveth ; not only that there is a Re- 
deemer, but that he is, together with all his ſaving be- 
nefits, mine. Which being a truth fo ſweet and de- 
lightful, is expreſſed a ſecond time; whom , ſhall ſee 


for myſelf *, to my own advantage, and for my own 


comfort, I fhall ſee him exerting his almighty power 
and infinite mercy, to reſcue my body from the grave, 
and to deliver my foul from hell. — What was Habak- 
kuk's ſecurity, amidit the threatening, the tremendous, 
the triumphant malice of his own, and his country's 
enemies? The LORD GOD is my ſtrength. He ſays 
not, I wiſh, I pray, for the divine favour, and the di- 


7 Pal. xlii, 5. { Pfal, ciii. r, 3. Job. xix. 25, 27. 
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vine ſuccour; but, I am perfuaded they both are mine, 
my ineſtimable portion, and my inviolable ſafeguard. 
He twill make my feet like hinds feet, ſo that I ſhall e- 
ſcape from all danger; and he will male me walk upon 
mine high places, beyond the reach of every evil +. 
Ther. Is this the language of believers under the 
New Teſtament diſpenſation ? Y 

Aſp. Under every diſpenfation, Theron. They who 
lived before the law, were perſuqded + of the promiſes; 
had not the lenſt diſtruſt with regard to the certainty 
of their performance. Nay, they embraced them || as 
their own ; they received them with a particular appli- 
cation, and hugged them, as it were, to their, very 
ſouls. —They who lived under the law could fay; 4; 
far. as the eaſt is frem the weſt, ſo far bath he re- 
moved our tranſgreſſions from us $.-—Our tranſgreſſions 
he hath removed from us. This is the acknowledg- 
ment, not of David alone, but of the Jewiſh 4 
Every true Iſraelite either made it, or was authorized 
and exhorted to make it. And can you imagine, that, 
in the days of the goſpel, when our advantages are 
greater and our light is clearer, our faith ſhould be 
weaker? St. Peter makes a profeſſion, which excludes 
all doubting ; / am a witneſs of the ſufferings of CHRIST, 
and alſo a partaker of the glory that ſhall be revealed “. 
St. Paul anſwers in the ſame heroic ſtrain; J am per- 
 fuaded that neither life, nor death, nor any creature, /hall 
be able to ſeparate me from the love of GOD, which is in 
CHRIST FESUS my LORD 4. With both which, 
the confeſſion of faith recorded by St. Luke, is exactly 
correſpondent ; We believe that, through the grace of the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, we hall be ſaved even as 


they J. 


+ Hab. iii. 19. { TIF 67, Heb, xl. 19. | ATrmura uit 

$ Pſal. ciii. 12. * x Pet. v. 1. 4 Rom. viii. 29. 
Ads xv. 11. This, we may obſerve, is the apoſtle's explnz- 
tion of faith; of that faith, which the Gentiles exerciſed. It is 3 
belief, that we are, that we ſball be, ſaved. Both theſe idcas are 
comprehended in the original, oawtava;. We are ſaved by purchaſes 
ſhall be ſaved by power; are ſaved inchoatively, ſhall be taved cter- 


ally. 
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Ther. Was not this a privilege peculiar to the apo- 
ſtles ? | 
Aſp. By no means. All believers are brethren, and 
have like precious faith. —St. Paul congratulates himſelf 
and the Chriſtians at Epheſus with theſe delightful 
words: In whom we have redemption through his blood, 


even the forgiveneſs of int. Forgiveneſs he mentions, 


not as a blefling propoſed for their acquiſition, but as 
conſigned over to their enjoyment ; what was impart- 
ed to their ſouls, and manifeſted in their chnſciences; 
their preſent portion, as well as their future plea.—St. 
Peter exhorts all his converts, diſperſed in various parts 
of the world, Gird up the bins of your mind, and hope to 
the end; or, as the word ſhould rather be tranſlited, 
hope perfectly, hope aſſuredly, /or the grace that is to be 
brought unto you at the revelation of FESUS CHRIST *, 
Maintain, not a dim, but a bright hope, not a waver- 
ing, but a ſteady expectation, of eternal life: that free, 
but grand gift, of which the LORD JESUS, at his 
ſecond coming, will certainly make you partakers.— 
The apoltle, writing to his Hebrew converts, encoura- 
ges them all to hold aft the confidence. 

Ther. Confidenee! This is a ſtrong and bold word. 
It has ſometimes given me a little diſguſt. But, recol- 
lecting that it is ſcriptural, I made no objection. How- 
ever, I would gladly know to what it refers. 

"Aſp. To their final and everlaſting ſalvation. It is 
explained by the ſacred writer himſelf : Knowing, that 
ye have in heaven a better and a more enduring ſubſtance. 
This is the confidence, which they are excited to hold 
faſt.— He adds, and the rejoicing of hope, firm unto the 
end f. Whence it appears, that a hope amounting to 
confidence, and the joy which naturally reſults from 
ſuch a hope, were the common portion of Chriſtians ; 
poſſeſſed not barely by ſome few exalted ſaints, but by 
the followers of JESUS in general. I might bring many 


Pet. i. 13. Eis T5205, or Kees T5865, ſignify To the end, 
But T&Aswes, as far as I can recollect, is never uſed in this ſenſe ei- 
ther by ſacred or profage writers. It may be rendered perfef??, in- 
legre, in this connection, cum firmd fidsc's, ** with a firm affianec.“ 


+ Heb. iii. 6. 
M m 3 more 
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mere inſtances. But why {ſhould I multiply proof: ? 
fince the beloved diſciple declares 3 Thefe things have J 
euritten unte you, that believe an the name of the SON 1 
GOD, that ye may know that ye have eternal liſe |. 

Ther. True, Aſpaſio. This coincides with my ap- 
prehenſions. The Scriptures were written—frit, that 
we may believe, and be entitled to eternal life—ncxt, 
that we may have the #n9wledge of our belief, and a 
conſciouſneſs of our title, The apoſtle ſuppoſes his cor- 
reſpondents to poſſeſs the former, yet not to have at- 
tained the latter. 

Aſp. Is it certain that he makes ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 

He writes, I imagine, not with a view of leading them 
to either, but of confirming them in both. —He inti- 
mates, that the privilege and the comfort thould go to- 
gether. If we believe that CHRIST is our Surety, we 
would be perſuaded that he has paid our debt, and fa- 
tisfied juſtice to the very uttermoſt farthing. If we be- 
lieve that CHRIST is our bridegroom, we fhould reſt 
aſſured that his righteouſneſs, his inheritance, and his 
kingdom are ours. And why ſhould we take pains to 
ſeparate what GOD's word, and the very nature of 
things, have united? Will this turn to our advantage? 
Mult it not iſſue in our loſs? —Beſides, according to 
your own interpretation, whoever falls thort of this 
cheering knowledge, falls ſhort of one great end for 
which the Scriptures were written. He receives not his 
full reward. He only gleans where he might reap; or 
rather, he is toſſed on the ocean: whereas they that be- 
lieve have gained the port; have dropped their anchor, 
and enter into reſt *. 
Ther. Believed! What? That our ſins are laid upon 
CHRIST? That He was obedient in our ſtead ? That 
all ſpiritual bleſſings are thereby procured for our—even 
for our enjoyment ? Is this the faith which the apoltle 
means ? ; Do | 

Aſp. The bleſſings you have enumerated are the ſum 
and ſubſtance of the goſpel. And I know of no other 
juſtifying faith, but that which relates to the goſpel, 
and believes its report F. Nor can I think, that any 


11 John v. 13. * Heb, iv 3. I 1fa, lili. x. 
other 
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other belief will adminiſter the tranquillity, or produce 
the reſt ſpecified by the apoſtle. —But why this inſig- 
nificant expreſſion, I think? Hear a better judge, and 


a more authentic witneſs. Hear what a celebrated di- 


vine and an admired poet ſays upon the ſubject ; who 


has very happily ſtated the true nature of faith, that 
great duty, and great privilege, of the goſpel! 

0! fir a firm, a laſting faith, 

To credit what th' Almighty ſaith! 

T” embrace the promiſe of his Son, 

And call the joys of heaw'n our own! 


Dur own! If we omit this circumſtance, how poor and 


mean a thing is faith! Unworthy to be diſtinguiſhed as 
the leading doctrine of the whole Bible; ſcarce worthy 
of a ſingle wiſh from any one, or of another word from 
us. If we do not comprile his in our faith, what do 
we more than apoſtate ſpirits? They are perſuaded, 
that CHRIST and his benefits are beſtowed on the 
elect, on the converted, on believers. But they cannot 
believe, that GOD gives CHRIST and all ſpiritual be- 
nefts to them. They have no — for calling theſe 
bleſlings their own. 

Here, I find, lies the core and root of our contro- 
verſy. This is the preciſe point to be ſettled, what it 
1s to believe ? What 1s included in this very important 
word ?—This queition might renew our diſpute, and 
cauſe the paſt arguments to recur; whereas, I would 
gladly get rid of diſputation. We have already been 
too long detained in theſe diſagreeable paths. Howe- 
ver, ſince you have given the occaſion, let me avail 
myſelt of another text or two: for I would willingly 
drive this nail to the head, and not leave my friend un- 
convinced on a ſabject of the utmoſt conſequence. 

The LORD declares by his prophet, J, even I am 
He, that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions. To believe is to 
ſubſcribe this declaration ; to ſubſcribe with our hand, 
and profeſs from our heart, LORD, it is done, as 
thou haſt ſaid.” —Faith is, if I may ſo ſpeak, the 
echo of the divine voice. It eagerly catches, and punc- 
tually reverberates the joyful ſound. Does GOD 77 
Thou art my people ? Faith replies, Thou art my GOD ; 

not 
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not barely deſiring, but confidently averring, an intereſt 
in his favour, This explanation of faith is given us by 
a wiſdom, which cannot be deceived ; by a fidelity, 
which cannot deceive *.— Once more; our LORD 
bears this teſtimony concerning Thomas, Thomas, bu 
haſt believed. Now then, I think we have an intallible 
touchitone ; provided we can diſcover what that is, 
which JESUS CHRIST calls be/jeving. Whatever it 
be, it is the determination of truth itſelf, and ſhould 

aſs for a verdict, from which there lies no appeal. 
And this, this is the confeſſion which Thomas made, 
and to which CHRIST refers, My LORD, and my 


60D T. This, this expreſſes what our divine MA- 


— 


STE R calls helieving. When therefore we confeſs with 
our lips, and are perſuaded in our hearts, that JESUS 
is our LORD, who bought us with his blood; that ] E. 
SUS is our GOD, who will exert all his adorable per- 
fections for our good; then we truly believe: we be- 
lieve, in our SAVIOUR's ſenſe of the word: we have 
that faith which Ze allows to be genuine. 

Ther. Is this the conſſant language of faith ?—Ac- 
cording to this account, there is no difference between 
the infant and the adult ; between the new-born babe, 
and the full-grown man in CHRIST. Your ſpiritual 
children, Aſpaſio, muſt be men from their birth, nay, 
born in all the vigour of manhood :.-whereas the apo- 
ſtle makes an evident difference between the babes, the 
young men, and the fathers ; between faith, the aſſu- 


Trance of faith, and the full aſſurance of faith. If we 


are told of a patriarch, who was ſtrong in faith, we read 
of ſome Roman converts, who were weak in the faith; 
and we hear our LORD ſpeaking to diſciples, who 


were fearful and of little faith. 


Aſp. Between faith and the Ju affurance of faith, 
the apoſtle makes a difference. The one is the moſt 
exalted pitch, where the other is but an inferior eleva- 


* Hol. ii. 23. It may not be impertinent, and it will be very 
comfortable to obſerve, that this paſſage reſpects not a virtuous and 
obedient, but a wicked and rebellious people. GOD commands 
even them, who had hitherto walked altogether in ſinful courſes, to 
call him their Father, in the very firſt ſtep of their return. 


+ John xx. 28, 19. | — 
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tion. Yet both are rounds of the ſame ladder. I don't 
remember, that the ſacred writer any where diſtinguiſh- 
es between faith and aſſurance. 1:54 and rwrodtycig, 
faith and confidence,” are joined in the epiſtle to the 
Epheſians. - It is the opinion of the belt critics, that 
the ſenſe of the latter is included in the former. The 
critic's opinion is confirmed by the apoſtle's manner of 
ſpeaking, We have acceſs with confidence through faith *, 
Could yonder ſun diffuſe warmth through the air, if it 
had no warmth in itſelf ? Impoflible ! No more could 
faith produce confidence in the believer, if in its own 
nature it did not contain the ſame. 

The cafe of /ittle faith, | think, may be explained 
from our LORD's own expoitnlation ; © thou of little 


faith, wherefore didſi thou doubt ? Here was a faith, not 


only in CHRIS T's power, but alio in his will. Nay, 
here was an appropriating faith, by which the apoſtle 
applied both to himſelf: “ I verily believe, that my 
« divine MASTER is able to preſerve me, even though 
« I venture to tread upon this tempeſtuous fea. I am 
« perſuaded likewiſe, that He wi// uphold me, and 
„ not ſuffer his ſervant to perith in the hazardous en- 
« terprize.” Nothing leis than this could have pro- 
duced that hazardous enterprize, or have emboldened 
him to walk upon the rolling billows. | | 

Do you not diſcern in this inſtance ſome degree of 
perſonal application, ſome real aſſurance of faith? It is 
true, this faith was violently aſſaulted by doubts, and 
greatly enfeebled by fears +, yet ſtill it was of the ap- 


Lad * Eph. iii. 22. 

+ T muſt beg of the candid reader to take particular notice of this 
limitation, and muſt entreat the impartial examiner not to forget 
this conceſſion, We no where ſuppoſe, that a freedom from all 
fears, and a ſuperiority to all doubts, are eſſential to the believer, ot 
form his invariabhle character. We ſpzak of faith conſidered in ſelf, 
and only affirm, that an appropriating perſuaſion, or an afſurance 
of ſalvation by CHRIST, is its true, genuine, adequate nature 
that which properly anſwers to the divine report, and to the divine 
grant of a SAVIOUR. ; that which properly tikes hold of, and de- 
pends upon, the faithfulneſs of GOD, pledged in his word.— This 
aſſurance, we allow, may. be encumbered with doubts, and may 
conflift with fears. But ſtilt it is afſarance—real affarance—and 
proves itſelf to be ſuch, by oppoling and ſtruggling with the con- 
trary priuciple, 
1 plicatory 
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plicatory kind. Ze can, He will, were expreſſive of its 
nature, though the boitterous winds, and the territying 
appearance of things, almoſt drowned {ts voice, or 
ſtifled the words in their utterance. N 

Ther. If you allow no difference between faith and 
confidence, I am very ſure St. John puts a difference 
between babes, young men, and fathers. 

Aſp. He does, Theron, and fo would I; neither 
can I think of any thing more proper to explain my 
meaning, or eſtabliſh my tenet, than your own com- 
pariſon.—In ſome fruitful family, you may fee one child 
in leading- ſtrings; another able to walk by itſelf; a third 
come home improved and cultivated from the fſcl:uol 
of literature.—Obſerve their ſpeech z one litps out a 
few broken ſentences ; another talks intelligibly, but 
very incorrectly ; the laſt has learned to expreſs hiun- 
ſelf with tolerable propriety, yet each ſpeaks the /, 
language, notwithitanding th various degrees of flu- 
eney in their utterance, or putty in their diction.—80 
faith always ſpeaks one andfthe ſame uniform lan- 
guage, whether ſhe liſps or ſtammers, whether ſhe 
whiſpers in faint accents, or raiſes her voice in a more 
manly tone, this is ſtill the unvaried import of her 
ſpeech, GOD, even our own GOD, will give us his bl:/- 
fing.—Can you forget how St. John addreſſes even his 
little children? I write unto you, little children, becauſe 
your fins are FORGIVEN “. | 

Ther. Will not this account diſcourage ſome, and 
offend others, whoſe experience comes ſhort of any ſuch 
perſuaſion ? 

Aſp. I would not offend the meaneſt, nor diſcourage 
the weakeſt, of my REDEEMER's ſervants, —As tor 
offence,” that cannot be given, and ought not to be ta- 
ken, when all we advance is ſtrictly conformable to the 
unerring oracles ; whereas, to qualify and attenuate 
the ſcriptural deſcriptions of faith, in complaiſance to 
our own experience—to make the unhappy fluctuations 
and unworthy ſuſpicions which poſſeſs the breaits ot 
ſome particular Chriſtians—to make them the rule of 
explaining, or the meaſure of enforcing ſo capital a 
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duty, this, ſure, would be an offence to GOD, an in- 
jury to his word, and detrimental to the welfare of 
ſouls. | 

With regard to diſcouragement, I cannot conceive 
how this ſhould enſue from informing ſinners, that they 
have a right to apply CHRIST, and all CHRIST's 
merits to themſelves, or from exhorting ſinners to do 
this, without any hefitation, and with a reſolute de- 
pendence : in this caſe, to doubt is to be diſcouraged : 
as much as you want certainty, ſo much you want con- 
ſolation. The proper way to comfort theſe diſtreſſed 
people, is not to allow, but to diſſipate their doubts; to 
blow away thoſe dead aſhes, that the ſmothered em- 
bers may thine and glow. 
Mere ve to inquire aſter the cauſe of that diſquie- 
tade and deſpondency, which are ſo common among 
modern proſeſſors, I am inclined to ſuſpect we thouid 
find it lying hid in their wrong apprehenſions both of 
CHRIST and of faith.— They look upon CHRIST 
as à rigorous and forbidding monarch, who infiſts up- 
on ſome hard terms and high qualifications z whereas, 
his heart and his arms are ever open; his heart as open 
us infinite love can ſet it; his arms as open as iaufinite 
merit can make them. — They look upon faith as con- 
taining a poſſibility only, or at moſt a probability of 
ſalvation through his name; it is with them a kind of 
feradventure, a ſituation of mind, fluctuating and pen- 
dulous. Perhaps I may ſucceed, and be eternally 
i bleſſed; perhaps I may be rejected, and eternally 
% ruined.” Such a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, in an affair of 
eyerlaſting conſequence, cannot but create uneaſineſs 
and anxiety. 131 LE31 — | 

This uyeaſtneſs and anxiety ſeem to have been little 
known in the earlier and better days of the church.— 
And why? Becauſe Chriſtians were then. expoſed to 
the rage of - perſecution ?: Becauſe they were placed 
nearer the time of CHRT>S'1”s perional abode on earth? 
I rather think, - becauſe they were taught this particu- 
lar and chmiortable application of CHRIST and his 
righteouſneſs, they exercited a confident affiance on 
JESUS, as their wn REDEEMER; and were ſhewn 

| a more 


40  THERON and ASPASIO. Dial. . 


a more direct way to obtain this bleſſed confidence, than 
merely to ſearch after their own renewed qualities. 
Ther. Surely, Aſpaſio, in this particular you differ, 
not from me only, but from the generality of the - 
thoanx. 
| Alp. I am ſorry to find myſelf under a neceſſity of 
differing from any worthy perſons, much more of (it. 
agreeing with the generality : this I can fately aver, 
that it is not from an affectation of novelty, or any 
fondneſs for diſputing, but from a diſintereſted regard 
to the truth of the goſpel. I ſhould be glad to have 
the concurrence of all the ſerious, and all the pious ; 
but I dare not purchaſe their approbation, I dare not 
attempt a coalition of ſentiments, by diminiſhing the 
'boundleſs riches of grace, or reſtricting the ablolute 
freeneſs of ſalvation by CHRIST. 

You are pleaſed to remind me of the orthodosx.—- 
Pray, my dear friend, what is the ſtandard ft ortho- 
doxy ?—Is it the word of revelation ? This ſpeaks once, 
yea, twice, nay, ſome hundreds of times in our favour.— 
Is it the doctrine of our our reformers from popery ? 
With theſe we jar not. but exactly harmonize.—!]s it 
to be taken from the old confeſſions of faith, and the 
catechiſms of proteſtant churches ? To theſe we ap- 
peal, and have the ſanction of their authority.—Eas 
the modern way of treating and ſtating this momentous 
fubje& ſo much to alledge for its ſupport ? 

+ Let me farther aſk—Are we better than our fathers ? 
Ils Chriſtianity in a thriving condition, or practical re- 
hgion on the advancing hand? The reverſe, the me- 
lancholy reverſe is undeniably true. When our wri- 
ters enforced, and our preachers urged, what I am 
defending, profeſſors were alive, and animated with 
the power of godlineſs ; whereas now we ſeem to be 
degenerated into the mere form. We have a name 79 
live, but are languid, liſtleſs, and if not dead“, yet 
ready to die. It behoves us therefore to conſider, whe- 
ther the declenſion, the decays, the unfruitfulneſs, fo 

| juſtly lamented in the preſent age, may not be owing 
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to the abſence of this appropriating belief of this afſu- 
red perſuaſion. 

A ſweet aſſurance of pardon, a comfortable perſua- 
fion of our reconciliation with GOD, an eſtabliſhed 
hope of eternal glory through JESUS CHRIST; 
theſe will be operative in the ſoul, as “ a torch in the 
« ſheaf.” Theſe will enkindle love, and increaſe watch- 
fulneſs; theſe will beget the true humility of mind, and 
work an nnfeigned abhorrence of fin ; theſe will en- 
large the heart with charity, and exalt' the affections 
above the world ; theſe are the proper, and the only 
effectual means of making the man of GOD perfect, that 
is, thoroughly furniſhed to every good work f. 

But the doubting frame is not fitted to yield any of 
theſe fruits; nay, I am apprehenſive there are ſeveral 
graces which can hardly be exerciſed, ſeveral duties 
which can ſcarcely be performed, ſo long as this ſpirit of 
difidence prevails. | ; 

Ther. Name them, Aſpaſio. 

App. 1 am afraid leſt I ſhould ſeem to arrogate the 
office of a teacher, which neither becomes my condi- 
tion, nor is agreeable to my temper. 


+ For the diſplay and confirmation of theſe points, I do with 
great pleaſure, and without any diffidence, refer to Mr. Max- 
SHAL's Goſpel Myſtery of San?ification, which I ſhall not recom- 
mend in the ſtyle of a cri ic, nor like a reader of taſte, but with 
all the ſimplicity of the weakeſt. Chriſtian ; I mean, from my own 
experience. To me it has been made ſingularly inſtructive, comfort- 
able, uſeful : though I have often read it, I am never weary of read- 
ing it; and every freſh -peruſal ſtill gives me freſh improvement, 
conſolation, and ſpiritual firength : * that was I to be ba- 
niſhed into ſome deſolate iſland, poſſeſſed only of two books beſides 
my BiBLE, this ſhould be one of the two, perhaps the firſt that 1 
would chuſe. | 

Should any perſon, hitherto a ſtranger to the work, purchaſe it 
on this recommendation, I muſt deſire to ſuggeſt one caution—that 
he be not ſurpriſed, if, in the beginning, he meets with ſomething 
new, and quite out of the common road ; or, if ſurpriſed, that be 
would not be offended, but calmly and attentively proceed. He will 
find the author's deſign opening itſelf by degrees: he will diſcern 
more and more the propriety of his method; and what might at 
the firſt view appear like a Humbling block, will prove to be a fair, 
compendious, ample avenue—to the palace of truth—to the temple 
of holineſi—and to the bowers of happineſs, 
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Ther. I beſeech you, my dear friend, let us ware 
ceremony, and have nothing to do with compliment: : 


my ſoul is in jeopardy; my preſent comfort, and my 


everlaſting happinets, are at ſtake : and ſhall we ſuffer 
any little punctilios to overbear ſuch weighty conſide- 
rations ? 

Suppoſe you are a teacher; I have great necd, and 
am very deſirous to become your ſcholar ; for I freely 
confeſs, that, knowing as I may ſeem in other in{lay. 
ces, I am very ignorant in the great peculiaritics of 
the goſpel; and a heathen would reproach me, if ! 
Mota chuſe to continue in ignorance, rather than ſub. 


mit to information. 
Cur neſcire, pudens prave, quam diſcere mallem * ? 


Nay, though I have read the Scriptures in a critical 
view, I have been an utter ſtranger to their ſpiritual 
meaning: here I am uninſtructed as a babe; here, 
therefore, I ought to be teachable as a babe : yes, in 
this reſpect I would become as a little child, that I ma 


enter into the knowledge, and poſſeſs the privileges of 


the kingdom of heaven. 
Aſp. Your anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a law.— L:: 


10 GOD is the firſt commandment, and without all per- 
adventure, is the principal grace; but is it eaſy, is it 


poſſible, to love GOD, before we have any perſuaſion 
of his love to us? This is what the apoſtles did nct, 
could not do, and, if it exceeded Heir ability, it will 
doubtleſs be above the reach of our capacity. The thing 
may be attempted; the practice may be urged ; we may 
fee the neceſſity of it, and deſire to perform it; but we 
thall never, never be able to exerciſe it, till we have 
ſome comfortable apprehenſion of GOD's reconcilia- 


tion and good- will to us.— /e lote Him—Wherelore? 


From what inducement ? Becauſe HE firſt Iroed unf, 


and becauſe this love hath been made evident to our 


conſciences by the light of faith, | 
What think you of digt in GOD ? This all is 


a Chriſtian grace, of eminent diſtinction, and un{feak- 


able value. But How can two walk together, except ily 


Hor. 11 John iv. 10. 


* 
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be agreed? We never covet an intimacy with the per- 
fon who declares himſelt our enemy; nay, if there be 
only a ſuſpicion that he bears us a ſecret ill - will, we 
{hall be jealous of truſting him, and averſe to approach 
him. This was the caſe of our firſt parents immediate- 
ly after the fall: inſtead of drawing near to their CRE- 
ATOR with pleaſure and gratitade, they fled from 
him with anxiety and cerror.—And why? Becauſe they 
were under the alarming apprehenfions of his diſplea- 
ſure.—Whereas, let us once believe what the apolile 
affirms; When we were enemies, abe qere reconciled to 
COD by the death of his SON *., Let us cordially cre- 
dit what the prophet repeatedly declares, Therefore 
avill the LORD wait, that He may be gracious unto you ; 
and therefore will He be exalted, that He may have mer- 
© upon you f. Then we ſhall ſeek his face with alacri- 
ty: our affections will be on the wing to ſalute their 
Almighty BENEFACTOR : we thall % i» GOD 
through eur LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Tier. To the enjoyment of many ſpiritual eonſola- 


* Rom. v. 10. | 
+ Tſai, xxx. 18. That admirable commentator VATR&1NGA 

who generally draws his bow with a ſteady hand, and ſhoots his ar- 
row with the exacteit aim, here ſcems to have n. iſſed the mark. 
Waiting to be gracious, according to his interpretation, impli:s a 
delay in the exerciſe of the attribute, and is the ſame as to i 
from being gracious : had this been the meaning, the language would 
probably 1 been, not car but Bama. NEST 

Waiting to be gracious, rather ſiguiſies to ſtand over a people with 
the continued tenders of grace and mercy, even while they refuſe to 
accept them. This was the caſe with GOD and Ifracl. GOD pro- 
miſed to defend the Iſraelites ; they obltinatcly refuſed to confide in 
his protection: G0 diſſuaded them from truſting in the ſuccour 
of Egypt; they preſumptuoully reſolved to rely on that broken 
reed : therefore, ſays GOD, I will—withiraw my ſlighted mercy, 
deny my deſpiſed aſſiſtance; — this would be the manner of human 
procedure : but the LOR D's ways are not as man's ways; his lony= 
ſuffering triumphs over our perverſeneſs : therefore, he iays, I 
** will not deal with them according to their folly. I will not turu 
** away from them in diſpleaſure. 1 will even wait for them, ard 
wait upon them, till they ſee their error, and accept my favour.“ 
Amazing condeſcenſion and goodneſs! I was going to ſay : but di- 
vine condeſcenſion and goodneſs arc, if I may fo ſpeak, infi- 
nitely more than amazing. 


Nn 2 tions, 
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tions, and the exerciſe of ſeveral delightful graces, I 
acknowledge an aſſured faith is neceflary ; but— 

Aſp. Ay, Theron, you may well heſitate ; it will be 
difficult to fill up the chaſin in your difcourſe : for my 
part, I know not any duty of holineſs which can be 
performed aright, without ſome degree of this conti- 
ding faith. We are to walk worthy of HIM who hath 
called us to his kingdom and glory *; but if we doubt, 
whether we in particular are-called, how can this in- 
fluence our converſation ?—We are to be followers if 
GOD as his dear children; but if we do not, can- 
not, will not believe, ſo as to cry Abba, FATHER,” 
how can ſuch a conſideration ſway our hearts ?—Nay, 
upon what principles can ſuch a perſon addreſs himſelt 
to diſcharge any office of the Chriſtian life? We are 
to abound in the works of the LRD, from the anima- 
ting proſpect of a glorious reſurrection ; this he can- 
not do, becauſe he apprehends himſelf to have no lot 
or portion in the bleſſed hope. We are to open our 
hands in charity to others, under a view of that hea- 
venly kingdom, which was prepared for us before the 
foundation of the world g; we are to cleanſe ourſc]ves 
from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, on account of thoſe 
precious promites, which are freely given to us in 
CHRIST JESUS |}; but where uubelieving doubts pre- 
dominate, theſe endearing and invigorating motives 
are loſt ; the man has no intereſt in the encouraging 
promiſes, has no title to the bliſsful inheritance ; con- 


ſequently, theſe ſinews of evangelical obedience, with 


reipect to him, are benumbed, withered, dead. 
Once again; a true Chriſtian, inſtead of dreading, 
loves the Bo of CHRIST's final and glorious appear- 


ing. St. Peter tells us, he Jaa for it, with pleaſing es- 


ctation, as Siſera's mot her for the triumphant return 
of her fon : he haſtens to it, in ardent deſire, as the en- 
amoured bridegrobm to the with'd-for hour of his nup- 
tials ; which, I think, can neither be a rational nor a 


practicable thing, unleſs we have ſome cheering and 


2 Cor. vii. 1. 


.* 3 Theſſ. ii. 12. + Eph. v. r. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
y eſtabliſhed 


$ Matt. xxv. 34. 
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| eſtabliſhed hope, that auen He ſhall appear, we /hall be 


lihe him, and ſee Him as he is. 

Ther. Such a man may make prayers and ſupplica- 
tions : though he cannot rejoice m the privileges, he 
may requeſt them at the throne of grace. 

Ajp. Prayer is a great duty, and as great a privi- 

I with my dear 'Fheron the ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplication ; this will be better, incomparably better 
and more advantageous, than a key to hidden trea- 
tures : but how can you pray with humble boldneſs, or 
with lively hope, unleſs you believe? believe that 
CHRIST is y-ur high-prieſt, is your interceſſor with 
the FATHER, and, with all the incenſe of his infi- 
nite merit, preſents your petitions 7” Then, and then on- 
ly, can you have what the apoſtle calls, boldneſs and 
acceſt with confidence. Take notice of thele vigorous 
expreſſions, and at your leiſure conſider, whether they 
countenance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving temper.— At 
preſent, obſerve how yonder lark warbles and mounts 
in the. firmament, as it the was bidding adieu to the 
earth, and going to mingle with the ikies. An image 
this of believing prayer! Should a fowler ſhoot the 
foaring ſongſter through the: wing, how would the fall 
from her elevation, and flutter on the ground! An em- 
blem that of diſtruſting prayer. 


* Eph. ii 12. Ięecæſoſu, Acceſs with a cheering and graceful 
aſſurance, ſuch as thoſe petitioners enjoy, who are introduced to the 
roy al preſence by ſome diſtinguifted favourite.—As when -joteph's 
brethren were prefented to Pharaoh, by the prime miniſter of 
Egypt, and deliverer of the nation, Gen. xlvii. 2. Tlageaoia, A 
bolinefs or unreſtrained liberty of jpe:ch, ſuch as children wie, wien 
they preſent their addreſſes, and make known their requeits to an 
indulgent father.—As when Achſah, a beloved daughter, ſolici- 
ted her ſuit at-the hand of Caleb, her generous parent, Judg. i. 15, 
Ev reinen. With a well-grounded and ſteady confidence, that we 
mall obtain both a favourable acceptance, and a gracious au ſucr.— 
As when Eſther made her petition to a ſovereign who had ſtretch- 
ed out the golden ſceptre, and promiſed to grant whatever ſhe aſk- 
ed, Eſther v. 6. And all this through the faith of CHKIST, through 

{ worthineſs of his perſon, and prevalence of his interceſſion, 
which have more weight and influence in keayen, than all argu- 
ments, motives, or conſiderations whatever, 


Nan 3 I know 


. ceſſity of the following illuſtration. * 
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I know not how to leave this ſubje, without attend - 
ing to the teſtimony of St. James; than which, nothing 
can be more awful, and nothing more deciſive It 
ſhould 'really alarm the doubting diſpoſition as mnch 


as any ſolicitation to the moſt horrid fin. It ſhould 


alarm the whole religious world, as much as the bea- 
cons ſuddenly kindled, and all on a flame, would alarm 
the inhabitants of the maritime coaſts. Let him pray in 


faith, nothing doubting *; for he that doubteth is lite a 


"wave of the fea, diven by the wind and tet. Nay, the 
apoſtle adds—and it is an addition greatly to be regard- 
ed : it ſhould abide with weight on our conſciences ; 
for it comes from a caſuiſt, who could neither be too 
indulgent through an exceſs of compaſſion, nor too ri- 
gorous through an extravagance of zeal-—let not that 


man, the doubtin ſupplicant, hint, that he ſhall receive 
any thing of the LORD. | 


Never then, my worthy friend, never more be an 
advocate for doubtings. Purſue them with fire and 
ſword. Give them no quarter. Deal with them as 
Saul was commanded to treat the Amalekites. 

Ther. Do you then aſſert, that none can be a true 
believer, or find acceptance with GOD, if he be liable 
to any doubts ? | 

Aſp. Far be the thought from my heart, farther ſtill 
the*afſertion from my lips.—That there is no doubting 
in faith I aver; and ſo does common ſenſe; and 10 
will every thinking perſon. To receive CHRIST, and 
donbt of it, is impoſſible. To believe, that GOD hath 
given to us eternal life, and at the ſame time to doubt 


of it, is ſelf· contradictory. In ſhort, to doubt of what 


we believe, is utterly inconſiſtent. —Yet, though there 


is no doubting in true faith, there may be many doubts 


'* Jam. i. 6. N. B. Nothing doubting, is the apoſtle's ex- 
planation of faith —An explanation which he learned from the 
lips of his divine MASTER, See Matt. xxi. 21.—M PT" Naxgi- 
regetveg is, in our tranſlation, nothing wavering, But the very {ame 


. expreſſion is rendered, Acts x. 20. Nothing doubting. The ſenſe 


is, either way, alike. Though, I think, nothing wavering corre- 
ſponds too nearly with the compariſon, lite a wave, makes ſomething 
of z diſagreeable jingle, and flattens the force, or ſuperſedes the ne- 


in 


NE 
* 
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in the true believer; becauſe, he does not always exer- 
ciſe his faith, and never is perfe& in his faith. He 
knows and enjoys only in part. 

So far from aſſerting what you ſuggeſt, that I verily 
think there is not a believer on earth, whoſe faith is 
wholly free from intervals of failure, or from the aſ- 
ſaults of doubting. Corruption, inbred corruption, fix- 
es its cankerous tooth in this, as well as in every other 
gift of grace. The moſt advanced faint, who can ſtea- 
dily fay, LORD, I believe, has reaſon to add, help 
thou mine unbelief !\—This however I maintain, that all 

kinds and every degree of doubting, are no leſs ſinful , 
than they are prejudicial. They are what the goſpel 
cenſures, condemns, forbids *. They are what Chri- 
ſtians muſt renounce, oppoſe, and treat, not as occa- 
ſional enemies, but as irreconcilable. adverſaries. To 
theſe we muſt offer no conditions of peace, but, like 
Hannibal at the altar, ſwear perpetual war. . | 

Methinks, I would borrow the fine figurative lan 
guage of the church, which, if it has not a direct re- 
erence to this ſubject, may very properly be accommo- 
dated to it: Take us the foxes, theſe little foxer. They 
are little in fize, and ſeem not very formidable ; but 
they are extremely miſchievous, and ſpoil our vines. 
They prey upon our comfort; they eat away the vi- 
our of our obedience ; and make all our graces a mere 
dwarf, if not a dead ſhrub. 


ä 
_ 


DIALOGUE XVIII. 


EE, Theron! See yonder black and low-hung 
cloud ! It points this way. It is big with a ſhow- 
er! It marches on apace, and will ſoon be over our 
heads. We mult inſtantly fly to thelter. 
Ther. It is well we have this ſummer-houſe for our 
ſhelter. The thickeſt boughs would be inſufficient to 
ſcreen us. I think, I never ſaw a more impetuous - 
burſt of rain. A thower ! No, 'tis a deſcending deluge. 
The large, ropy, reeking drops, come down like a 


* Matt. xiv. 31. Luke xii. 29. 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
* torrent, 
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] 
torrent ®,—Surpriſing! What a dreadful fab vas g 
there ! A ſheet of eros fire launched from the diſ- 1 
mal gloom, and wrapped the whole ſkies in a blaze !— 
Not a moment's interval, between the lightning's rage, | 
and the thunder's roar. How ſudden and vaſt the ex- 
lofion ! What a deep, prolonged, tremendous peal 

enſues! It ſeems as if the poles of earth, and the pil- 
lars of nature, cracked ! 9 

See, my dear Aſpaſio! ſee the direful havock; the 
horrid effects of this elementary tumult.—Y onder oak, 
which reared its towering head aloft, and ſpread wide 
its graceful branches, is, in the twinkling of an eye, 
turned into a raked trunk. There it ſtands, ſinged and 
tore; ſtripped of its verdant honours , and ſurround- 
ed with its own ſhattered fragments. How fearful is 
the artillery of heaven ! 

Aſp. And why—why did not the blow fall on this 


Come down like a torrent. —This is the import of that ſtrong 
pictureſque word wy; Pſal. Ixxvii. 17. In this manner, The cloud, 
oured out water, while the air thundered, and the arrows of the AL- 
IGHTY went abroad. Mr. Addiſon, if I remember right, ad- 
mires the Pſalmiſt's deſcription of a form at ſea; becauſe, it dwells 
only upon the grand and moſt ſtriking circumſtances, without de- 
ſcending, like Virgil's enervated repreſentation, to ſuch little parti- 
culars, as the cries of men, and the noiſe of oars. Clamorgue virum, 
ftridorgue rudentum.— This deſcription of a tempeſt, is, I think, 
equally admirable on the ſame account. Tue three greateſt and 
moſt terrible peculiarities are ſelected, and expreſſed with all the con- 
ciſeneſs, yet with all the vigcur which language can unite. | 
I have not met with any commentator, who enters into the ſpirit 
of the next verſe. And in our liturgy tranſlation, its majeſty ſinks 
into meanneſs, its propriety degenerates into tautology. Whereas, it is 
by no means a vain repetition, but heightens and enlarges the for- 
midable idea, by diſplaying the effefs of what had been deſcribed in 
the foregoing lines. The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven; tlie 
vollies not only reſounded, but reſounded from pole to pole, and 
filled u the vaſt circumference of the ſkies. The /ightrings I- 
tened the world; the flaſhes not only ſhone, but ſhone far and ncar, 
and illuminated the whole world with their blaze. The earth trom- 

bled to its centre, and its inhabitants beet with horror. | 
4 Does not this give us the moſt awful and grand ſenſe of Pſalm 
. XXix. 9. ? The voice of the LORD, when nttcred in thunder, and 
accompanied with lightning, 0 ¹ ] awry, not diſcovereth the thick 
buſhes, but ſtrips the fore? ; lays bare the branching woods; reduces 
the moſt magnificent and flouriſhing cedars to naked and withercd 

_ trunks. See Joel i. 7. „ 
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guilty head? Why was not the fiery bolt, which flew ſo 


near, commiſſioned to pierce our hearts If our hea- 
venly FATHER has been fo tenderly careful of theſe 
periſhing bodies, will he not be much more gracious to 
our immortal /pu/s Will he not clothe them with that 
immaculate robe, which is the only ſecurity from the 
ſtroke of eternal vengeance?—And let me atk, can this 
be a ſecurity to us, unleſs we are veited with it? Could 
tuis building, though very ſubſtantial, have ſecured us 
from the ruthing rains, if we had not betaken ourſelves 
to its friendly covert ? 

CHRIST is repreſented in the prophecy of Iſaiah 
by this very image; as a place of refuge, and as a covert 


from the florm and from rain *, "That is, his merits and 


death are a ſure protection from the curſe of the law, 
and the damnation of hell. No fury of the elements 


ſo terrible as theſe: no bulwark of ſtone ſo impregnable - 


as thoſe, —If this is a proper emblem of CHRIST, to 
what ſhall we liken faith? To a perſuaſion, that the thel- 
ter of the ſummer - houſe is free for our uſe? To a high 
elteem of its accommodation, an earneſt deſire after 
its protection, or an habitual tendency towards it ?— 
Would this defend us from the inclemencies of the wea- 


ther? Would this keep us dry amidſt (what you call) 


the deſcending deluge ? Would this eiteem, defire, or 
tendency, unleſs carried into actual entrance and poſ- 


_ ſeſſion, be a proper ſafeguard, or indeed any manner 


of advantage to our perſons ? 


Ther. No, Aſpaſio; neither would a perſuaſion that 


the ſummer-houle is mine. 

Aſp. True : but a belief that CHRIST is mine, 1s 
like entering the ſummer-houſe. When the Divine 
SPIRIT reveals the grant of an all- ſufficient SA VI- 
OUR, made and tendered to me a ſinner- when I am 
enabled to conſide in his death, as the reconcihation 
for my iniquities, and in his obedience, as the matter 


of my jultification—when I live iu the exerciſe of this 


realizing, appropriating faith—tben I make that uſe of 
CHRIST, and receive that benefit from him, which 


correſpond. with the repoſe and ſecurity we now enjoy - 
amidit this hoſpitable itrufture :. then, as the prophet 


Ifaiah 


* lai, iv. 6. 
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Ifaiah ſpeaks, 7 enter into the chambers, the chambers 
of peace and ſalvation, and ſhut the doors about me *, 
Ter. May I then, from this inſtant, look upon 
CHRIST, his glorions perſon, his perfect righteout- 
neſs, and his precious death, as my certain inheritance? 
May I firmly believe, that, in this immenſely merito— 
rious REDEEMER, I have pardon of fins, the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel, and all ſpiritual bleſſings, granted 
unto me without any condition or any reſerve ?. 

- Aſp. Why ſhould you not believe all this frmly ? You 
have the ſame reaſon to believe with a ſteady confidence 
as to believe with any degree of affiance. It is the free 
promiſe of the goſpel, addreſſed to ſinners, that war- 
rants the latter; and the very ſame promiſe, under the 
ſame circumſtances of anmerited munificence, authorizes 
che former. | 
Tou have heard my opinion, hear now what our 
LORD himſelf ſays, Let him that is athirſt come; and 
-whoſoever. will, let him take the water of life freely +. 
The water of life is that which produces, maintains, 
and ſtrengthens the life of GOD in the ſoul. An office 
which nothing can perform but thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings 
vou have jult been mentioning. Theſe let the thirſty, 
let the ſinner, let avhoever will, take, as freely as he 
makes uſe of the moſt common refreſhments, as freely 
as he drinks of the running ſtream. This is the royal 
proclamation.— * | 

Hear his gracious" invitation. Lok unto Me, and be 
ye ſaved} ; ſaved from your diſquieting fears by juſtifi- 
cation; faved from your domineering corruptions by 
ſanctification; ſaved from evegy evil by complete and 
eternal redemption. To whom is this moſt affectionate 
call directed? Not to a few diitinguithed favourites on- 
ly, but to all the ends of the earth. None are excepted, 
none are. prohibited ; and can my 'Theron imagine that 
he is excluded ? Nee” 

Nay, farther, hear our LORD's earneſt entreaty ; 
hear his tender and repeated importunity; As though 
G9D did beſcech you by us ; we pray you, in CHRIST's 
Head, be ye reconciled to GOD. Hark! it is the voice 


„Ii. xxvi. 20. + Rev. xxti. 17. 
$ 1. alv, 22. || 2 Cory v. 20. 


of 
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of infinitely condeſcending love, ſpeaking by his am- 
baſſador—** Sinners, accept my great ſalvation ; enjoy 
« what I have purchaſed for you by my dying ago- 
&« nies 3 do not ſuſpect my kindneſs, or refuſe my gifts; 
« this will wound me deeper than the ſpear which 
«-pierced my heart.” — 0! the grace of our exalted 
KING! He bows from his celeſtial throne : He al- 
moſt kneels to his guilty creatures: He begs, He even 
begs of obnoxious ſinners, not to rejet his mercies.— 
Aﬀer all this, can you entertain the leatt doubt, The- 
ron, whether you have a permithon to believe firmly ? 

© Ther. This is extraordinary goodneſs indeed! I have 
often read theſe paſſages, but never ſaw them, till this 
hour, in a light to engaging, and ſo encouraging. 

Aſp. Should not this threefold cord be ſtrong enough 
to draw my dear friend, let me add (what mult abſolutely - 
ſuperſede all objections) the plain, - expreſs, peremptory 
command of the ALMIGHTY : This is his command, 
that we ſhould believe on the name of his Son FESUS 
CHRIST *. Pray, examine the language ; not, He 
all-ws only, or barely adviſes ; but, He commands . 
We are not only permitted, but ſtrictly required. It is 
not only our privilege, but GOD's poſitive injunctbn. 
— Upon the diſcovery of ſuch a SAVIOUR, methinks 
every heart ſhould cry, „ O! that I might be allowed 
t to approach him ! to ſolicit an intereſt in him! How 
«©. gladly would I wait, ever ſo long a time, in ever 0 
„% mean a poſture, if I might at the lait receive him 
« as my portion.” —'The ſuperabundant goodneſs of 

* 1 John ill. 23. 

+ Lother, at a certain time, was violently haraſſed and afflicted 
with temptations; inſumaci, that lis heart was rent with anguiſh, 
the tears ſtreamed from his eyes, and his breath was ſpent in ſighing. 

Amid(t theſe pangs of diſtreſs, a perſon acco'ed him with the fol- 
lowing words: My ſon, why doſt thou mourn ? Doſt thou not 
* know that GOD hath commanded thee to believe? ”— When 1 
heard that word COMMAND, ſays the zealous reformer, it pre- 


 vailed more on my heart than all that I had heard, or read, or 
thought on before. 


 . Upon this text Mr, Ambroſe very properly argues, The LORD 

hath commanded me to believe, therefore it is my duty, But be- 
ean'e I cannot believe, unleſs I apply the promiſe to myſelf, there- 
fore it is my duty to conclude, that the promiſe belongs to me. 


GOD 


- * 
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GOD prevents our wiſhes, and exceeds our hopes, 

« I freely give my SON, faith the LORD, and all his 

« riches to you. I beſeech you, as a compaſſionate 
% friend, not to refuſe him. I enjoin you, as an un- 
© controllable Sovereign, to believe on him.” —Graci. 
ous! moſt amazingly gracious is this command! And 
give me leave to hint, it is the greateſt, the moſt im. 

tant command, that ever iſſued from the throne of 
glory. If this be neglected, no other can be kept; if 
this be obſerved, all others will be eafy. 

Now, Theron, ſhall we not receive CHRIST, and 
look upon his all-ſufficient merits, as our own ? Is not 
our warrant clear and unexceptionable ? Nay, is not 
our obligation ſtrong and indiſpenſible? Shall we {| 
diſpleaſe the moſt high GOD, and give him occaſion 
to ſay, How long will this people provoke me? and how 
Jong will it be ere they believe me, for all the ſigns which 
T have ſhewed among ft them“, and all the encourage- 
ments which I have given to them. 

Ther. Is this command directed to ſinners f? Make 
this appear, and then I will readily own, that a fuller 
proof of your point cannot be urged, a ſtronger in- 
dũcement to believe cannot be produced. i 

Aſp. You ſet me a taſk as eaſy as it is pleaſing. If 

J could not demonſtrate this point, I ſhould be at a oſs 
to diſcover any glad tidings in the goſpel. —I mention 
not the jaylor of Philippi, who was prevented in the 
very act of ſuicide. I paſs by the woman of Samaria, 
who lived in a courſe of fornication. I ſhall exhibit 
one proof only, which may ſerve inſtead of multitudes. 
Our LORD's commiſſion to his apoſtles is, Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the goſpel to every creature |.— 
Should you inquire, What is the goſpe]? We cannot 
have a better expoſitor than the angel from heaven, 


Numb. ziv. 11. See alſo Pſal. Ixxviii. 22. 


I This is the great difficulty to be got over by an awakened con- 

ſeience: here ſhe is ſtartled and at a ſtand: here ſhe fees lions ra- 

ging to terrify her, and mountains riſing to oppoſe her. As this 

is the poſing queſtion, the ſcruple that ſo often recurs in ſact and 

experience, the reader will not wonder if it preſents itſelf more 
than once in the dialogues. , 

$ Mark xvi. 15. 
Bebald! 
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Behold ! I bring good tidings ; or, to ſpeak more exactly 
according to the original, weſyioun, I preach the goſpel. 
The tenour of which is, To you is born a SYR, 
aubich is CHRIST the LORD |}. ASO, to deliver 
you from fin, from hell, from every evil. This SA- 
VIOUR is the LRD, the great JEHOVAH, mani- 
feſted in your fleth; GOD himſelf becoming incarnate, 
on purpoſe to accomplith the marvellous work. Where- 
fore is this preached ? Not to be the ſubje& of ſpecula- 


tion, but for the obedience of faith *: that men may ſhew 


their dutiful regard to the divine teſtimony, by belie- 
ving it for themſelves ; the only obedience that can be 
paid to ſuch a report : therefore it is added, To you is 
born, But who are called thus to believe, thus to obey ? 
All the world ; every creature. And can it be ſuppoſed 
that all the world was holy? that every creature was 
righteous? You well know, that, inſtead of being all 
righteous, there was none righteous, no, not one: they 
were altogether become abominable and guilty befcre 
GOD. Yet was this obedience of faith enforced on, 
and enjoined to them, abominable and guilty as they 
were.— To this agreeth the Weſtminſter Confeſſion :; 
« GOD freely fereth unto SINNE RS life and ſalva- 
« tion by JESUS CHRIST, requiring of them faith 
« in him, that they may be ſaved.” 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaſio, you put all my miſtruſtful ap- 
prehenſions to the ſtand. Here is a proclamation from 
the bleſſed GOD—ſeconded by his invitation—accom- 
panied by his entreaty —enforced by his command—and 
all addreſſed to fnners. I know not what can be a 
fuller proof of your point, or a ſtronger inducement 
to believe. | | 

Aſp. Yes, my friend; I can produce (if ſuch a thin 
be poſſible) ſtronger proof ſtill ; ſuch as, I hope, will 
2 rout unbelief, and drive all her forces from the 

eld. 3 20 


GOD has not only invited us, entreated us, and 


commanded us, to live under the ſweet perſuaſion that 


his SON is our SAVIOUR ; but he has given us the 
grandeſt ratificaticn of this precious truth, —He has 


{| Luke ii, 10, 11. * Rom. xvi. 26. 


Vor. II. Oo. paſſed 
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paſſed his word; he has made ns a firm promiſe ; 
nay, he has given us an and varicus promiſes of 
this ineſtimable bleſſing. And GOD i not a man 
that He ſhould lie; or the fon of man, that he ſhould re- 
pent. Hath He ſaid, and ſhall He not doit? Or hath 
He ſpaben, and ſhall He not make it good * ? Heaven and 
earth may drop into nothing, ſooner than one promiſe, 
or indeed one jot or tittle of his promiſe, ſhould fall to 
the ground. 

Beſides this, he has given us, if I may ſo ſpeak, a 
note under his own hand. He has recorded his promi- 
ſes in the Bible, and ritten them with an everlaſtin 
pen; ſo that they will ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, _ 
like a bill drawn upon heaven, and a baſis laid for 
faith, ſo long as the ſun and moon endure. 

Nay, he has confirmed all by the moſt ſolemn ſanc- 
tion imaginable; by his oath; by his own oath ; by the 
oath of a GOD. Though his word is ſure, and his 
promiſe immutable, he adds (aſtoniſhing condeſcen- 
fion ! adorable benignity!) He adds uis o0aTH to all. — 
He not only ſpeaks, but ſwears ; ſwears by himſelf; 

ſwears by his own eternal exiſtence, that his promiſes 

h:!long-—to whom ? Mark this particular with the moſt 
exact attention. To whom do the promiſes belong, 
which are ratified in this inviolable manner ?—To the 
the holy, the upright, the accompliſhed ?—This is what 
reaſon might imagine; but this is not what revelation 
affirms, To thoſe poor ſinners they belong, ww, all 
obnoxious and undone, like murderers before the officer 
of juſtice, having nothing to plead, fy for refuge ; fly 4 
the aſylum, the ſanctuary, the hope ſet before them Þ in 
the blood, the righteouſneſs, the ineffable merits of 
CHRIST. | 

Ther. May I then believe, firmly believe, aſſuredly 


Numb. xxiii. 19. | 

+ Heb, vi. 17, 18. The promiſes are confirmed, in this wonder- 
ful manner, nat to thoſe only who hare fed, but to thoſe alſo who 
, iutimating, that, in the very firſt act of flying to CHRIS], 
gailty creatures have a right to look upon all the promiſes as their 
own; every one made as ſure to them as the oath of a GOD cat 
make it. The original is not e xAla xipuſereg, but 6: xa 

- 75; and ſhould be tranſlated, not who have fed, but who do f,. 


believe, 


Dial. 18. THE RON axo ASPASIO. 45 


believe, that JESUS the Mediator, and all the promi- 
ſes of the goſpel, all the benefits of his mediation, are 
mine? Pardon me, Aſpaſio, for reiterating the que- 
tion. I am really, with reſpect to the obedience of 
faith, too much like that Saxon monarch, who, for his 
remiſſneſs and inactivity, was ſurnamed the Unreaay to 

App. I do more than pardon my Theron; I feel for 
him, and I ſympathize with him: not becauſe he has 
not ſufficient evidence from the word of GOD for the 


appropriating perſuaſion, ſo necellary to his happinets ; 


but becauſe 1 alſo have experienced that perverſe ten- 
dency in my heart to miſtruſt the infallible word of my 
GOD, as though He was leſs to be depended on than 
fallible man. | 

But let us reflect a moment—Suppoſle any neighbour 
of ſubſtance and credit thould bind himſelf, by a deli- 
berate promiſe, to do you ſome particular piece ct fer- 
vice—it he thould add to his promiſe a e under bis 
own hand—it he ſhould corroborate both by tome au- 
thentic pledge—if he ſhould eſtabliſh all by a moſt au- 
ful and ſolemn oath—eould you ſuſpect the ſincerity of 
his engagement, or harbour any doubt with regard to 
its execution? This would be molt unreaſonable in any 
one; and to your generous temper, I am very certain, 
it would be impoſſible. Let us remember, that GOD 


has given us all this cauſe for an aſſurance of faith, and 


more. Nay, I will defy the moſt timorous and ſuſpi- 
eious temper to demand, from the moſt treacherous per- 
ſon on earth, a greater, ſtronger, fuller ſecurity, than 
the GOD of infinite fidelity 3 granted to you and 
me.— After all this, one would think, diffidence itſelf 
could no longer heſitate, nor the molt jealous incredu- 
tity demur. Can we with-hold that athance from the 
unchangeable CREATOR, which we could not but 
repoſe on a variable creature ? 

Ther. You rouſe and animate me, Aſpaſio. O! 
that I may, with the divine aſſiſtance, ſhake off this 
ſtupor of unbelief! Certainly, it can never be honour- 


able to GOD, nor pleaſing to. CHRIST, nor profitable 
- to ourſelves. | 


+ ETHELRED. 
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Aſp. If it be, then cheriſh it, maintain it, and ne. 
ver relinquiſh it. But how can it be honourable to GID? 
It depreciates his goodneſs; it is a reproach to his ve- 
racity; nay, the apoſtle ſcruples not to affirm, that it 
makes him a liar * whereas, by believing: his teſtimo— 
ny, we glority his faithfulneſs; glority his beneficence; 
and, as John the Baptiſt ſpeaks, ſet to our ſeal, tat 
GOD i true F.—l have been informed, that when the 
late Elector of Hanover was declared, by the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, ſucceſſor to the vacant throne, 
ſeveral perſons of diſtinction waited upon his Highneſs, 
in order to make timely application for the molt valua- 
ble preferments. Several requeſts of this nature were 
mp and each was confirmed by a kind of promil- 
ory note. One gentleman, particularly, ſolicited for 
the maſlenſhip of the rollt. Being indulged in his de- 
lire, he was offered the ſame confirmation which had 
been vouchſafed to other ſucceſsful petitioners. Upon 
which be ſezmed to be under a pang of graceful con- 
fuſion and furpriſe ; begged that he might not put the 
royal donor to ſuch unneceſſary trouble, at the tame 
time proteſting, that he looked upon his Highnels's 
avord as the very beſt ratification of his ſuit. —With this 
conduct, and this compliment, the Elector was not a 
little pleaſed : “ This is the gentleman,” he ſaid, 
© who does me real hononr ; treats me lite a ling; 
« and, whoever is diſappointed, he ſhall certainly be 
« gratified. So the -patriarch, awho flaggered not 
through . unbelief, gave, and in the molt ſignal, the 

molt acceptable manner, glory fo 60D, reſpecting 


* x John v. 10. He that belieneth not GQD, hath made him à liar. 
How or wherein? Berauje he believeth not the record, that GOD bath 
bore concerning his SON. What is this record, whoſe diſbelief brings 
ſuch guilt upon us, and puts fuch an affront upon GOD ? It is this; 
That GOD bath given to us eternal life in and with his SON. Not 
that he hath given the invaluable bleſſing io ſome perſons, diſtin- 
guiſhed and peculiarly happy ; not that he hath given it to all the 
faints and all the elect.: this even men of reprobate minds believe; 
yet do they not hereby ſet to their ſeal that GOD is true. There- 
fore the proper belief is, that GOD hath. given eternal liſe to loſt 
mankind, and To us in particular; fo given it, that we, as well 
as they, arc warranted and welcome to take poſſeſſion of it by faith. 


t Ichn lit. 33» 1 Rom. iv. 20. 


him 


V 


Dial. 18. THERON axy ASPASTIO.. 437 


him as a Being of boundleſs benignity, aud eternal ve- 
racity. 

Is it pleaſing to CHRIST ?—Qunite the reverſe. It 
diſhonours his merit; it detracts from the dignity of his 
righteouſneſs ; it would enervate the power of his in- 
terceſſion. Accordingly you may obſerve, there is no- 
thing which our LORD ſo frequently reproved in his- 
followers as this ſpirit of unbelief. What ſays he to his- 
diſciples, when he came down from the mount of tranſ- 
figuration? O faithleſs and perverſe | generation! They 
were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs. What ſays he to the 
travellers, whom he overtook in their journey to Em- 
maus? O fle, and ſloau of heart to believe * They were 
fools, becauſe flow to believe. What ſays he to the 
apoſtles after his reſurrection? ESU upbraided them 
with their unbelief f. He took no notice of their cow- 
ardly and perfidious behaviour; He inveighed againſt 
none of their other follies and infirmities ; but he up- 
braided them with their unbelief. Not gently rebaked.. 
No; this was a ſault, ſo unreaſonable in itſelf, fo re- 


proachful to their MASTER, fo pernicious to them- 


Y T Alis gcgen, Matt, xvii. 17. Which expreſſion intimates, 
that a believing ſtate of mind is like ſome well arranged and beauti- 
fal ſyſtem of limbs: whereas, unbeliet diſlocates the parts, and diſtorts 
the harmonious frame; unbeliet deſtroys its comely proportions, - 
and interrupts its regular operations. 


* Avenſos, Luke xxiv. 25. Not thoughtleſ5; but ſinpid creatures; 
voĩd of underſtanding ; as we ſay in Engiund, without common ſenſe ;- 
or, as Horace would have faid in Latin, 


0-tribus anticyris caput inſanabile! 


+ Mark xvi. 14. The word-is not ee, as in Luke xvii. 3. 
not eyes, as in Tit. i. 13. but %s, which ſignifies not bare- 
ly a rebuke, but a rebuke accompanicd with teen and ſtinging reflec- 
tions; ſuch as may cover the face with bluthes, and wound the 
Heart with anguiſh. —Tt is uſed by the cangeliſt Luke, and by the 
apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe calurm nies, invectives, and reproack- 
es, with which the perſecutors of Coriſtianity endeavouted to gal? 
and effiit? the Chriſtians. Luke vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. 14.— Though our 
FORD JESUS was moſt amiably tender and gentle, yet, when ſe- 
verity was neceſſary and wholeſome, he knew how to be ſevere. Our 
all-wiſe PHYSTCIAN could apply the e, as well as adminiſter 
the cordial. See a moſt pregnant exemplificition of this remark, 
Matt. xii. 19, 20. comparcd with ver. 34, Cc. Was 


O o 3z' | ſelves,» 
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ſelves, that he ſeverely reprimanded them for it with an 
aw of vehemenee, and with a mixture of invective. 

Is it profitable to ourſelves Nothing leſs. It damps 
our love, and diminiſhes our comfort. It ſubjects us 
to that fear which hath torment ; and diſqualifies us 
for that obedience which is filial. In a word, this diſ- 
truſtful and unbelieving temper weakens every principle 
of piety, and impoveriſhes the whole ſoul. —W hence 
come ſpiritual. inactivity and remiſſneſs? whence pro- 
ceed ſterility and unfruitfulneſs in the knowledge of 
CHRIST ? St. Peter afcribes them all to an habitual 
unbelief. Such perſons, he ſays, have forgotten that 
they were purged from their former fins *. A torget- 
fulneſs of this grand benefit is, to every kind of prac- 
tical godlineſs, like a lethargy to the powers of the 
body +, or like a blaſt to the fruits of the tree 4. 

Let us then, my dear friend, caft away this fin, 
which fo eaſily beſets us both. It clogs our feet, it 
hampers all our powers, and hinders us from running 
with alacrity and ſpeed, the race that is ſet before us.— 
What ſays David? GOD hath ſpolen in his hslineſs || ; 
hath made an expreſs and inviolable promiſe, that J 
ſhall be ruler of his people Iſrael. I with rejoice there- 
fore; away with every alarming apprehenſion. Not- 
_ withſtanding all oppoſition, I will exult in hope. Nay 
more; I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley if 
 Suceeth ; I will look upon the whole land as my own. 
I will divide it, and diſpoſe of it, juſt as if it were al- 
ready in my poſſeſſion. Why ſhould not you and [| allo 
ſay? GOD hath ſpoken in his holineſs ; hath expreſoly 
and ſolemnly declared, the promiſe of an all- ſufficient 
SAVIOUR 7s to you. We will rejoice therefore ; confi- 
ding in this moſt faithful word, we will bid adieu to 
all diſquieting fears, and make our boaſt of this glori- 
ous REDEEMER. Yes; notwithanding all our un- 


® 2Pet.i. 8, 9. + Ag. 

t Axæerus. The Greek * , which we tranſlate barren, 
ſignifies ſupine, negligent, flothful. This varies the idea, and points 
out the immediate canſe of the evil, which is expreſſed in the fol- 
lowing word Axæersg. Slithfulneſs occalions unſruitfulneſs, and 
both 2 need by 3 4 ha 

; 1 Pſal. Ix. 6 
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worthineſs, CHRIST and his atonement, CHRIST 
and his rightecuſneſs, are ours. GOD hath paſſed his 
word, and his word ſhall ſtand for ever. Amidſt all 
the fluctuations of our temper, and all the ſurges of 
temptation, this is our anchor, Its hold is firm, and 
its ground immoveable *, 

Ther. I have heard ſome people diſtinguiſh between 
the faith of reliance and the faith of aſ/urance, between 
the reflex and the direct act of faith. Methinks, I ap- 
prove theſe ſentiments, .though I diilike the terms. 
The ſentiments are happily adapted to the relief of hu- 
man infirmity; though the terms are rather too abſtruſe 
for ordinary capacities to underſtand. 

AP. I cannot ſay, that I am very fond either of the 
one or of the other. In my opinion they both partake 
too much of the ſubtilty of the ſchools, and are more 
likely to create perplexity, than to adminiſter godly e- 
difying. \. For which reaſon, I ſhould chuſe to drop 
the diflicult phraſes, and not to dwell on the nice diſ- 
tinctions. Let, if we muſt not diſmiſs them, without: 
ſome notice, I would juſt remark— : 

That the faith of reliance, in its true ſcriptural ſenſe, 
includes or preſuppoſes a degree of aſſurance.— Includes, 
for what is reliance but a repoſe of the mind, which 
is attended with tranquillity, and excludes perturba- 
tion? How can this take place, if there be no ſort of. 
conviction, that the LORD is my light and my ſalvation ?* 
—Preſuppoſer';z; for who would rely on a ſatisfaction 
made, without being perſuaded, that the ſatisfaction is 


for him and his iniquities? Reliance, - ſeparated from 
this perſuaſion; ſeems to be neither comfortable, nor 
reaſonable. 


? 


This very important doctrine is more copiouLy diſplayed in a 
ſermon of Mr. Erſkine's on the Aſſurance of Faith, vol. iii. p. 291. 


Mere I to read, in order to refine my taſte, or improve my ſtyle, 
] would prefer Biſhop Atterbury's ſermons, Dr. Bates's works, or 
Er. Seed's diſcourſes ; but, were I to read. with a ſingle view to 
the edification of my heart, in true faith, ſolid comfort, and evan- 
gelical holineſs; I would have recourſe to Mr. Erſkine, and take 
his volumes for my gude, my companion, and my own familiar 


As 


friend, 
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As to thoſe who inſiſt upon what they call the re#-x 
act of faith, ſure, they miſtake the nature of the thing. 
This, if I underitand them aright, is their way of ar. 
guing ; © I am a new creature; I love the LORD 
« TESUS in ſincerity ; I have the fruits of the SPI- 
« RIT. From whence it is plain, that CHRIST 
“ and his ſalvation are mine.” Now, in all this pro- 
cedure, I cannot diſcern the leaſt foot- ſtep of faith; 
no not the leaſt trace of receiving a teſtimony, or re- 
lying upon a SAVIOUR. Here is nothing more than 
a logical deduction of one propoſition from another; a 
concluſion drawn from given premiſes. Grant the lat- 
ter, and any perſon, without any aid from the SPIRIT, 
will infer the former. It may, therefore, more pro- 
perly be reckoned an act of reaſoning than of belie- 
ving ; it is founded on what we ourſelves fee}, not upon 
the record of a faithful GOD; and it is ityled by judi- 
yur writers, the aſſurance of /en/# rather than of 

A 

When, in conformity to the afore- mentioned opini- 
on, we are adviſed to prove our title to comfort, by 

enuine marks of converſion, and taught, on this co- 

mn. to fix the capital of aſſurance, I would rather 
propoſe a queſtion than advance objections.— Is not 
this ſomewhat like placing the dome of a cathedral; 
upon the ſtalk of a tulip? | 

Ther. No, ſay they; it was the practice of the apo- 
ſtle himſelf, and he has left it upon record, as a pat- 
tern for all poſterity to copy; We know that we are 
paſſed from death unto life, becauſe wwe love the brethren. 

Aſp. Obſerve, Theron, the proceſs of the apoſtle's 
reaſoning. It is like the form of an inverted cone; 
where you have firſt the point, and from thence pro- 
ceed to the baſe. So the ſacred writer begins with the 
leis, and aſcends to the greater proof. He ſays, in 
one of the following verſes ;. hereby perceive we the love 
of GOD *, becauſe he laid down his life, not merely for 

. ä ſinners, 


* x John iii. 16. The word GOD is not in the original. It was 
omitted by the apoſtle, juſt” as the particular name is omitted by 
Mary, when ſhe ſpeaks to the gardener; Sir, if thou baſt borne 


him hence—and by the church, when ſhe addreſſes the ſacred * 
= Or 
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ſinners, but for vs in particular. —Here, you ſee, is af- 
ſurance by the direct act of faith. From this truth be- 
lieved, from this bleſſing received, the love of the bre- 
thren takes its riſe. Which may very juſtly be admit- 
ted as an evidence, that our faith is real, and our aſſu- 
rance no deluſion. As yonder leaves may ſerve to di- 
ſtinguiſn the particular ſpecies, and aſcertain the heal- 


thy ſtate of the trees on which they grow. 


When yonr tenants bring in their rent, this affords 
no contemptible evidence, that the lands, which they 
reſpectively occupy, are yours. But this is a proof 
which does not occur, either every day or every week; 
it is occaſional only, and of the ſubordinate kind.— 
The grand demontration, that which is always at hand, 
and always forcible, is, your poſſeſſion of the deeds of 
conveyance. Thus, the promiſe of GOD in his divine 
word is our charter, or the authentic conveyance of 
our right to pardon and ſalvation. Make juſt the fame 


difference between this promiſe and your own holineſs, 
as you make between the writings of your eſtate 


and the receival of the revenues, you will then judge 
aright, becauſe your judgment will coincide with the 
apoltle's. 

" Belides, this method of ſeeking peace and aſſurance, 
1 fear, will perplex the fimple-minded, and cheriſh, 
rather than ſuppreſs, the fluctuations of doubt. For, 
let the marks be what you pleaſe, a love of the bre- 
thren, or a love of all righteouſneſs, a change of heart, 


or an alteration of life ; theſe good qualifications are 
ſometimes like the ſtars at noon-day, not eaſily, if at 


all, diſcernable ; or elſe they are like 4 glow- worm in 


the night, glimmering rather than ſhining, Conſe- 


of her affection; Let him kiſs me with the kiſſes of his month : John 
xx. 18. Cantic. i, 1,—In all which places, there is a language, a 
very emphetical language, even in the ſilence. I: declares how deeply 
the heart was penetrated, how totally the thoughts were poſſeſſed, 


by the beloved and illufrions ſubject, It expreſſes alſo the ſuperla- 


tive dignity and amiableneſs of the perſon meant; as though be, 


and he alone; cither was, or deſerved to be, known and admired 


by. all. For which reaſon, to mention his name, or diſplay his ex- 


eellencies, ſeemed as needleſs as to ſhe light to the opened eye. 
j quently 
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quently will yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at the 
worſt, a very precarious evidence.— If, in ſuch a man- 
ner, we ſhould acquire ſome little aſſurance, how ſoon 
may it be unſettled by the incuriions of daily tempta- 


tion, or deſtroyed by the inſurrection of remaining fin! 
At ſuch a juncture how will it keep its ſtanding ! how 


retain its being! It will fare like a tottering wall before 
the tempelt ; or be as the ruſh without mire, and the fag 
without water *. | 
Inſtead therefore of poring on our own hearts to 
diſcover, by inherent qualities, our intereſt in CHRIST, 
I ſhould rather renew my application to the free and 
faithful promiſe of the LORD ; aflert and maintain 
my title on this unalterable ground.“ Pardon is mine, 


« I would ſay, grace is mine, CHRIST and all his 


«« ſpiritual bleſſings are mine. Why? becauſe I am 
« conſcious of ſanctifying operations in my own breait ? 
% Rather becauſe God hath ſpoken in his holineſs ; be- 
«« cauſe all theſe precious privileges are conſigned over 
« to me in the everlaſting goſpel, with a clearneſi un- 
« queſtionable as the truth, with a certainty inviolable 
« as the oath of GOD.” | 

Caſt your eye into yonder meadow. Take notice of 
that induſtrious herman; how intent he is upon the 
purſuit of his buſineſs! He has juſt thrown his net, 
and taken a conſiderable booty. Lou do not fee him 
ſpending his time in idle triumphs on account of his 
ſucceſs. He does not ſtand to meaſure the dimenſions 
of the fiſh, or compute the value of his prize: but 
having, without delay, ſecured the captives, he pre- 
pares for another caſt, and hopes for another draught. 

So let us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt acquiſt 
tions, ſeek afreſh to the inexhauſtible tulneſs of GOD 
our SAVIOUR. If we have been bleſſed with any taſte 
of his goodneſs, or any tokens of his love, let us not too 
fondly dote upon the ſweetneſs of ſuch experiences. 
Let us not make them the foundation of our confi- 
dence, - but only ſo many encouragements to perſevere 
and advance believing ; that, having life and having 


* Job. viii. 11. 


peace 
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peace from our divine HEAD, we may have them 
more abundantly *. Then will be fulfilled the ſaying 
which is written; The juſt, the righteous in JESUS 
CHRIST hall live, ſhall not only be delivered from 
condemnation and death, but ſhall thrive in comfort, 
and flouriſh in godlineſs— How? By reflecting on their 
ſanctification, or viewing their own attainments? No; 
but by the infinitely more —— views of their 
completeneſs in CHRIST, and by a freſh, a repeated, 
a never-ceaſing exerciſe of faith F, on that HOLY 
ONE of GOD. | 

Thus the apoſtle has teſtified, and this the prophet 
confirms. Thou ſhalt keep him in fperfed? peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtaid in a fixed dependence on thee F. And 
why? Becauſe, ſuch a perſon, examining his conduct, 
diſcovers the evidences of a living faith? This anſwer 
many ſerious people would make. But the infpired 
writer has made another, which I cannot but prefer, 
and in which I fully acquieſce : Thou ſhalt keep him in 


perfect peace, BECAUSE be trufteth, ſteadily, habitually, 


inceſſantly, truſteth ia thee. Whatever variations may 
happen, within him or around him, in the frame of 
his heart, or the. circumſtances of his life, as to this 

point, he is fixed and invariable. He truſteth, 
il truſteth in THEE—in thee, O thou adorable JE- 
HOVAH, that all thy infinite perfections are his 
ſhield, and his exceeding great reward—in thee, O 
thou exalted JESUS, that all thy inconceivable merits 
are his juſtifying righteouſneſs, and the ſtrength of his 


ſalvation — in thee, O thou eternal SPIRIT, that thou 


wilt never leave him, nor forſake him; but ſanctify 
him throughout, and ſupport him to the end. 
This is the expedient, the effectual and happy expe- 


dient, to feed that lamp of godlineſs, and to quicken 
that flame of zeal, which, having cheered, us in our 


111144 149 John 2. 10. + Rom. i. ry. 
1 Ia. xxvi. 3. v ˙. Not hovering in ſuſpenſe, doubtful whe- 
ther it ſhall; confide or no; but determined and eſtabliſhed. vi- 


tringa, upon the place, very juſtly obſerves; vere ſidei eſt charac- 
ter, eſe firmam, ſolidum, bene ſufultam, quæ cxcludit dubitatio- 


nem. 


earthly 
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earthly pilgrimage, and animated us in our Chriſtian 
warfare, will be brightened into a. crown of immortal 
glory in the heavens. 3 | 

Here the diſappointed viſitants went in; and, after 
a ſlight refreſhment, took coach. —As they were re- 
turning home, Theron obſerved, not without concern, 
the changed and melancholy aſpect of things in the 
territories of the huſbandman. The fields of corn, 
which a little while ago were gracefully erect, or ſoftly 


inclining to the breeze, lay ſunk and flatted under the 
impetuous rains.—Such, added Aſpaſio, ſuch I appre- . 


hend will be our faith, if it is wholly ſeparated from 


aſſurance, or if its aſſurance is erected on any endow- « 


ments of our own. 

Ther. If this is the caſe, what can be the reaſon why 
ſo many people are totally deſtitute of all religious aſ- 
ſurance? Have no notion of it, much leſs aſpire after 
it? Nay; would be much ſurpriſed, perhaps highly 
diſguſted, at the very mention of ſuch a doctrine. 

Aſp. If people never aſpire after the aſſurance of 
faith, or an appropriating intereſt in CHRIST, I very 
much queſtion whether they are truly awakened, or 
really in earneſt. 'They are like the men of Ephraim, 
whom the prophet ſtyles 4 cake not turned; neither 
bread, - nor yet dough ; neither abſolute reprobates, 
nor real ſaints: or, as our LORD explains the pro- 

verb, in his ch againſt the church of Laodicea, 
they are neither . hot F. Not frozen in inſenſibi- 
lity, *tis true; at the ſame time, not fervent in ſpirit; 
but indifferent and lukewarm in the concerns of reli- 


Among the reaſons why ſo few perſons attain this 
eminent bleſſing, we may reckon the following. —They 
underſtand not the perlect 93 5 of grace, nor the 
immenſely rich merits of CHRIS —They never con- 
ſider the unſpeakable value of an aſſured faith; neither 
are they aware, that it is for the enjoyment of inner: ; 
yes, of ſinners, even before they have one mark of re- 
tormation to ſhew, or the leaſt evidence of any good- 


* Hoſ. v. s. f Rev. if. 25. 


neſs 


«„ ener een ee. e 
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neſs in themſelves *. — Either they ſeek it not at all, or 
elſe they ſeek it where it is not to be found, from ſome 
works of righteouſneſs in themſelves, rather than from 
the gracious promiſe of GOD in his word. Which is 
altogether as ill judged, and as ſure to iſſue in diſap- 
pointment, as if a perſon ſhould go in queſt of ice a- 
midſt the torrid zone, or expect to find ſpicy iſlands 
under the northern ur - 

But whether people conſider it or no, the value of 
an aſſured faith is indeed unſpeakable. When this is 
wrought in the heart, peace will ſtand firm, and afflic- 
tions drop their ſting, Prayer will return laden with 
treaſures, and death will approach ſtripped of its ter- 
rors. The ſoul will be as a watered garden, and. all 
her graces blofom as a roſe.—When this is wrought in 
the heart, the goſpel of CHRIST will appear with 
new charms, and operate with new energy. Its hymns 
will no longer be a ſtrange language to your ear, nor 
its privileges as forbidden fruit to your palate. You 
will then, as you peruſe each ſacred page, feel it to be 
the power of GOD, and ae that the LORD is gra- 
cious T. You will reap a benefit, and enjoy a delight, 
as much ſuperior to thoſe. of the doubting. reader, as 
the pleaſure of eating this delicious peach, is ſuperior 
to the mere deſcription of its agreeable reliſh. 

Bear with me a moment longer, Theron; for you 
can hardly imagine what an improvement and exalta- 
tion this will give to every truth you contemplate, and 
every objedt you behold. —When you contemplate the 
riſe of kingdoms, and the fall of empires; when you 
recolle& the great and aſtoniſhing events recorded in 
the hiſtory. of nations; how highly delightful to ſay, 
% All theſe paſſed under the ſuperintendency of that 
* hand which was pierced with the bloody nail, and 
« faſtened to the curſed croſs for me! When you 
behold the magnificence of creation, and the richneſs ' 
of its furniture; the grandeur of nature, and the va- 
riety of her works; what a heightened pleaſure muſk 


' * See MaxsRAT's Geb. Myſt. Direct. vii. and x. Where 
this truth, little known, but 2 2 fully proved. 
1 1 Pet. ll 3. 


Vor. II. 9 | they 
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they all impart, if, as you view the. glorions ſccne, 
your thoughts make anſwer to your eyes; All theſe 
„ vwere brought into exiſtence by that adorable PER. 
* SON, who ſuſtained my guilt, and wrought out my 
6 juſtifying righteouſneſs !” 970 

O! that we may receive, by faith, this moſt bleſſed 
REDEEMER ! O! that our faith may grow inceſ- 
ſantly, grow exceedingly * ! till it be rogted, like thoſe 
full-grown oaks, under which we lately walked! and 
grounded f, like that well-built edifice which is till in 
our view ! b 2 cſs] | 
; Ther. Moſt heartily I join in this wiſh. O! that e- 
very objection, for the future, may be ſuperſeded, as 
ſoon as ſtarted, and filenced or ever it open its mouth 
I muſt beg of my friend to inform me, how I may get 
the better of that unaccountable miſtruſt and diffidence 
which I feel in my heart, and which have made me 
ſo eaſily ſuſceptible of unbelieving impreſſions. 
Aſp. You have entirely cured me, Theron, of ma- 
king apologies. Would to GOD I might be as ſucceſſ- 
fully inſtrumental, in delivering my friend from his 
doubts ! that the goſpel might come to us both, as it 
came to the Theſſalonian converts, not in word only, but 
in power, and in the HOLY GHOST, and in much aſſi- 
rance |! — | | 

Prayer is one expedient. Every good gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the FATHER of 
lights: CHRIST is not only the object, but the au- 
thor and finiſner of our faith. LORD. increaſe our 
faith, was the requeſt of the diſciples, and ſhould be 
"the prevailing language of our hearts. 
Faith cometh by hearing 9, by meditating on, by pray- 
ing over this word of life, and word of grace. Lay up 
therefore many ſele& portions of Scripture, many of the 
divine promiſes, in'your memory, Stock. that noble ca- 
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I Feed and grounded, ib ve nat ru, 

md the apoſtle's N WT ot rather expre 

each comprehended ia a ſingle — Eph. iti. 18, 

- # r Thefl. i. 5. 
$ Rom. x. 19. On which account Lenne ure ſtyled, Le 

fads of Faith, 1 Tim. Ir. 6. 
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binet with this invaluable treaſure; and never, never 
fo the ſreeneſs with which the promiſe is made, 
and its good things are beſtowed. You are to receive 
the one, and apply the other, not with a full, but with 
an empty band; not as a righteous perſon, but as an 
unworthy creature. 
Male the trial. Exerciſe yourſelf in this great ſecret 
of true godlineſs. I am ſatisfied it will be productive 
of the moſt beneficial effects. Look unto JESUS as 
dying in your ſtead, and purchaſing both grace and 
lory for your enjoyment. Come unto GOD as a poor 
linner, yet with a confident dependence, expecting all 
ſpiritual bleſſings through HIM that loved n, and 
gave himſelf for 5. —He that belicoeth, with this ap- 
propriating faith, hall not be conſoundedò, nor ſruſtra- 
ted in his expectations. Ve that believeth, with this ap- 
propriating faith, hall have the witneſs in himſelf F. 
Nothing will bring in ſuch [light and peace, ſuch hol?- 
neſs and happineſs to his ſoul.— The Epbeſians, thus 
delieving, were ſealed with that Holy SPIRIT of pro- 
miſe k. The diſperſed of Iſrael, thus believing, rejoi- 


ced with joy unſpeakable ||. Thoſe were marked out as 


Tightfu] heirs, theſe were bleſſed with ſome delightful 
foretafter, and both were prepared for the complete 
fruition of life and immortality. O! that we may be 
followers of their example, and ſharers of their feli- 
ey 15 | 5 

As for thoſe doubts, which have given you ſo much 
perplexity, and colt us ſo long a ditquiſition, look up- 
on them as ſome of your greate/? ene mies; oppoſe them 
with all the reſolution aud all the vigour of your mind. 
—Nay, look upon thoſe unreaſonable doubts as ſome 
of your - preate/? fins; confeſs them, with the deepett 


Thame}; and pray againſt them, with the utmolt ar- 


2 Pet. ii. . 11 John v. 1. 

Eph. i. 13. Iertocailig rheaſ , not after that ye belie- 
ved; but, believing ye were ſcaled. In the way of believing, ye 
became partakers of, this ſealing and ſanctifying SPIRIT. Con- 
formably to the , expoltulation of the apoſtie on another ocegliog, 
Keccived ye the SPIN by the works of the law, or by the bearivg 


of we tet AHD oy , 1 Pet. i. 8. 
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dour.—With equal aſſiduity and zeal, Jet us preſs after 
a ſteadfaſt, an immoveable, a triumphant faith. —Faith 
is the vehicle and the inſtrument of every good; Al] 
things are poſſible to him that believeth . — Faith is the 
immediate and grand end of the whole goſpel; Ti-{ 
things are awritten, that ye might believe F. Wet us there- 
fore covet, earneſtly let us covet this belt of piſts, and 
bew all diligence to the FULL a8$URANCE 9f farth t, and 
the FULL ASSURANCE of hope ||—By the firſt, thankfully 
receiving preſent pardon—by the laſt, rh expecting 
future - 1 
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Ti next morning Theron ordered a cold collation 
to be prepared, and chis-pleafure-boat to hold itſelf 
in readineſs.—Breaktaſlt being diſpatched, and ſome ne- 
ceſſary orders, relating to the, family, given—Now, 
ays he to Aſpaſio, — me full my promiſe, or rather 
et qs execute Tu mutual enga and conſign the 
remainder of mild and, charming dar to rural 
excurſion, 

'We will take our route along. ane of the fuck coats 
in the world. A road incomparably more curious and 
durable than the famous cauſeys raiſed hy thoſe puiſ- 

aut hands are; conquered the globe. 3 which 
oy ſubſiſted from. the beginning of time; 8 
requented by, innumerable carriages, laden with 
heavieſt burdens, has ngver been galled, never wanted 
repair to this very hour. Upon this, they Rep into 
the charjot, and are convoyed 40 a large agel ri· 


der about three quarters of a mile diſtant from the 
houſe. Here they launch upon a new element, attend - 
ed by two or three ſervants, "expert at Handling the 
oar, and managing the nets. 

Is this the road, 1 lied Aſpaſio, . on Which! my friend 
beſtows his panegyric 1107 It is indeed. more curious in its 


0 Mark ix. 23. + lan. 31. + Heb. x. 22. 
Ho ſtructure, 
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iruture, and more durable in its“ tubſtance, than the 


celebrated Roman cauſeys; though I muſt aſſure you 
the latter have a very diltioguiihed ſhare of my eſteem: 


I admire them far beyond Trajan's pillar, or Cara- 
calla's baths; far beyond the idle pomp of the Pan- 
theon, or the worſe than idle magnificence of the 
amphitheatre z. they do the trueſt honour to the em- 


pire, becauſe, while they were the glory of Rome, they 


were a general good ®, and not only a monument of 


ber grandeur, but a benefit to mankind. 


More than all theſe works, I admire that excellent 
and divinely gracious purpoſe to which Providence 


made the empire itſelf ſubſervient :: it was a kind of 


road or cauſey for the everlaſting goſpel : it affordet 
the word of life a free and expeditious paſſage to the 
very ends of the earth; the evangelical dove, mounted 
the wings of the Roman eagle, and flew with ſurpri- 
ing rapidity through all nations.—Who would have 
thought, that inſatiable ambitiou and the moſt bloody 
wars ſhould be paving a way for the PRINCE of hu- 


-mility and peace? How remote from all human appre- 
henfion was ſuch a deſign, and how cont to the: 


natural refult of things was ſuch an event ! Moſt re- 
markably therefore was that obſervation of the Pſalmiſt 
verified; His ways are in the ſea, and his paths in the 
at waters, aud his footfleps are not known f. 
Converſing on ſuch agreeable ſubjects, they'are-cars- 
red by the through no lefs agreeable ſcenes ;; 
they paſs by hills clothed with hanging woods, and: 
woods arrayed in varying, green; here, excluded from 
a ſight of e e plains, they are entertain- 
ed with a group of «n/ub/tantial images, and the won 
ders of a mnie creation. Another ſun. ſhines, but. 
ſtript of his blazing. beams, in the watery concave z; 


Theſe roads ron through all Italy, and ſtretched themſelves in- 


to the territories of France: they were carried acroſs the Alps, the 


Pyrenean mountains; and through the whole kingdom of Spain. 


Some of them, towards the ſouth, reached even to Athiopia, and 


jome of them, towards the north, exteuded as far as Scotland.. 


The remains of ſeveral of them continue in England to this day ;. 


though they were made, it'is probable, above 1600 years-ago. 
+ Pal! lxzvii. ty. : 2 
— 4 Pp 3 2 14 | while 


Ie appearance, is ready zo ſuſpect that the column ri- 
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while clouds fail alon the downw ard ſkies, and ſome- 
times diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a veil over the radiant 
orb. Trees, with their inverted tops, either flouriſh in 
the fair ſerene below, or elſe paint with-a pleaſing de- 
lufion the pellucid flood: even the mountains' are there, 
but in a headlong poſture ; notwithſtanding their pro- 
digious bulk, they quiver in this floating mirror, like 
the poplar leaves dern their ſides. 
Soon as the boat advances, and diſturbs the placid 
ſurface, the waves, puſhed haſtily to the bank, bear off, 
in broken fragments, the #q»id landſe ape. The ſpreud- 
ing circles ſeemed: to propheſy as they rolled, and pro- 
nounced the pleaſures of this preſent ſtate che pomp 
of power, the charm of beauty, and the echo of fame— 
pronounced them franſſent as their ſpeedy paſſage, emp- 
. &y as their unreal freight.—Seemed to propheſy? It 
was more. Imagination heard them utter as chey ran, 


Thus paſs the ſhadowy ſer nes of” life away. |. 


Emerging from this fluid alley, formed and over- 
ung by rocks and trees, they enter the level of an ex- 
tenſive meadow, The eye, lately immured, (though in 


_ pleaſhrable confinement) now expands her view, into a 


pace almoſt boundleſs, and amidit objects little ſhort 
of innumerable. Tranſported for a while at the won- 
derful variety of beauteous images, poured in ſweet 
confuſion all around, ſhe Nr ly 8800 where to fix, 
or which to purſue. Recovering at length from the 
dus ag rplexity, ſhe glances quick and inſtantane- 
ous acroſs the intermediate plain, and marks the di- 
fant mountains: how cliffs climb” over” cliffs, till the 
huge ridges gain upon the ſky ; how their diminiſhed 
fummits ftand dreſſed in blue, or wrapped in clouds; 
while all their leafy ſtructures, and all their fleecy te- 


nants, are loſt in air. 


Soon the quits theſe atrial heights, and ranges the 
ruſſet heath : here, ſhagged with brakes, or tufted with 
ruſhes ; there, interſperied with ſtraggling thickets, or 
folitaxy trees, which ſeem, like diſaffected partiſans, to 
un each, other's ſhade. —A ſpire placed in a remote 
valley, peeps over the hills: ene, ſurpriſed at the amu- 


2 


bd ap, , TT * ry —— — 1 * 


Dial. 19 THE RON aw ASPASTIO. r 
ſes, like ſome enchanted edifice, from the rifted earth; 
but reaſon looks upon it as the earneſt of a hidden vale, 

and the ſure indication of an adjacent town, perform- 

ing, in this reipect, much the ſame office to the eye, as 
faith executes with regard to the ſoul, when it is he 
evidence of things not ſeen *, ah | 
Next they rove, in eager and delighted furvey, over 
many a ſpacious tract, where the fertile glebe ſpontane- 
puſly thrives, or the cultured field more than anſwers 
the huſbandman's hopes; where cattle of every grace- 

ful form, and every valuable quality, crop the tender 

herb, or drink the cryſtal rills.—Here they ſee in rea- 

Ity, what thoſe inimitable lines had often heweld thets 
in deſcription; Thou. craaungſt the year with thy groin 
and thy paths drop fatneſr. They drop upon the wellings 
of "the wilderneſs, and little hills are girded with 
jey. The paſtures are clothed with flocks ; the vallies alſo arr 
covered with rn; they ſhout, yea, they ſing F. 

Anon, they contemplate, with increaſing ſatisfac- 
tion eitirt of opulence and ſplendor, which ſpread: 
the ſacred dome, and lift the focial roof; where the ſe- 

nate-houſe and exchange detain the fight with their 
majeſtic dimenſions, and awaken in the mind the more 
venerable ideas of juſtice adminiſtered, and of com- 
merce abounding. Cities, no longer ſurrounded with 
the ſtern forbidding majeſty of unpaſſable intrench-- 
ments, and impregnable ramparts, but encircled. with 
the delicate, the inviting appendages of gardens and. 
orchards; thoſe, decked with all the ſoſt graces of art 
and elegance; ;the/e, bluſhing and pregnant with the 
more ſubſtantial treaſures of fruitful nature. Wreaths 
. of aſcending ſmoke, intermingled. with turrets and lof- 
1 oh 1141 1, © Heb. ai. 1. 
+ Pal. lev. 17, 12, 13. This, I think, is the fineſt deſc riptſon 
of rural afflvence, and rural proſperity, that p»etry or language can 
1 buaft, There is ſomething in our tranſlation of the laſt clauſe, a eer- 
5 tain, Curio elicitas, which exceeds, fl. miſtake not, even the 
beadt F of the original. The'Þa/lies alfa ſhall fland fo bc with corn, 
mas they u laugh and fing. The idea of ſmiling or laughing ſeems, 
more happiiy than all other images, to comport with the placid joy- 
dos aſpect of a country, flouriſting under the ſereneſt ſxies, and 
balking in the lap of plenty. | 
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ty pinnacles, ſeem to contend which ſhall get /ar/./} 
from the earth, and. zeare/t to the ſkies. Happy for the 
inhabitants, if ſuch was the habitual tendency of their 
deſires *! if no other contention was known in their 


ſtreets. | 
Villas, elegant and magnificent, ſeated in the centre 


of an ample park, or removed to the extremity of a 
Jengthened lawn, not far from a beautiful reſervoir of 
ſtanding waters, or the more ſalutary lapſe of a limpid 
ſtream.—Villager, clad in homely thatch, and lodged 
in the boſom of cluſtering trees; ruſtics ſinging at 
their work; ſhepherds tuning their pipes, as they tend 
their flocks ; travellers purſuing each his reſpective way 
in caſy and joyous ſecurity. 

How pleaſing, faid Aſpaſio, is ear ſituation! How de- 
Ightful is the aſpect of all things! One would almoſt ima- 
gine that nothing could exceed it, and that nothing can 


© This compariſon, I think, cannot appear vulgar to thoſe per- 
ſons who have read, and who reverence, The hook of Canticles. 
There, the church, aſcending continually in devont affe tions to 
het beloved JESUS, and to her heavenly home, is characterized by 
this very ſimilunde, Fo is this that cometh out of the wilderneſs like 
Pillars of ſmoke ? Cant. iii. 6.—Thouzh it muſt be confeſſed, that 
this Gmilitude, like many of the illuſtrations uſed in Scripture, 
might have a fort of local propriety, peculiar to the people of that 
age, country, and religion: it might probably refer to thoſe co- 
lumas of ſmoke which aroſe from the durni-offering, or fumed from 
the altar of incenſe. If fo, this cirenmſtapce muſt give a ſolemuity 
and dignity to the idea, of which many readers are not at all aware, 
and which indeed no modern reader can fully conreive. | 
May I take leave to mention another compariſon of this kind? 
The enemies of the LORD ſball' conſume. as the fat of lambs; yea, 
even as the ſmoke ſhall they conſume away. Pal. xxxvit. 20.—4s the 
fat of lambs is not, to ws, a ſtriking repreſentation ; but to thoſe 
who attended the altar, who ſaw the unctuous and moſt combuſtibie 
rts of the victim blazing in the ſacred fire, it preſented a very 
ively image; which beeame (till more appoſite and ſignificant, if 
this palm was ſung (as ſome evidently was, 2 Chron. xxix..2 7, 26.) 
while the facrifice continued burning.— None, I believe, in ſuch a. 
cafe, could forbear either to obſerve or to admire the beautiful gro- 
dation : ** The enemies of the LORD ſhall periſh. as yonder ft, 
% which is ſo eaſily ſet on fire, when once in a flame, is ſo 
« ſpeedily conſumed ; nay, they ſhall be as the ſmoke, wh ieh is 
« ſtill more tranſent, whoſe light unſubſtantial wreaths but juſt 
* make their appearance to the cye, and in a moment vaniſh into 
« empty air.. | 
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increaſe it: yet chere is a method of increaſing even this co- 


pious delight, and of hejghtening even this exquiſite plea- 


ſure, —Let me deſire my friend, anſwered Theron, to ex- 
plain his remark, and not only to explain, but to exempli- 
y. If ye view, reſumed Aſpaſio, our own proſperous, 
and compare it with the a icted condition of others, 
the method I propoſe will be reduced to practice; ſuch 
a dark and mournful contraſt muſt throw additional 
brightneſs, even upon the brighteſt ſcene, : 

Above, the ſkies ſmile with ſerenity; below, the fields 
Jook gay with plenty; all around, the ſportive gales, 


*Fanning their -odoriferous wings, diſpenſe 
Native perfumes ; aud whijper, whence they ſtole + 
"Thee. valmy ſpoils *. . 22 
Wh us, all circumſtances are as eaſy as the waſture 
of che boat, as /-no9t4-as the flow of the ſtream. But 
let us not forget thoſe grievous calamities which befal 
our brethren in ſome remote tracts of the earth, or di- 
ſtant parts of the ocean. How many ſailors are ſtrug- 
ling, vainly ſtruggling, with all the fury of rending 
Winds and daſhing waves! white their veſſel, flung to 
and fro by . tempeſtuous billows, is mounted into the 
clouds,, or.planged into the abyſs. Poſſibly the miſe- 
rable crew hear their knell ſounded in the ſhattered 
mat, and ſee deſtruction entering at the buriting plank. 
Perhaps this very moment, they pour the laſt, diſmal, 
dying ſhriek, and ſink, irrecoverably ſink, in the all- 
overwhelm : T'be traveller, in Africa's bar- 
ren waſtes, (pale, even amidſt thoſe glowing regions, 
pale with prodigious conſternation), ſees ſudden moun- 
tains riſe, and roll on every fide; he ſees rhe fultry de - 
ſert aſcending the ſky, and ſweeping before the whirl- 
wind; What can he do? Whither fly? How eſcape the 
approaching ruin ? Alas! while he attempts to rally 
bis thoughts, attempts to deviſe ſome feeble expedient, 
he is overtaken by the choking: ſtorm, and ſuifocated 
amidſt the ſandy inundatinn: the driving heaps are now 
his executioner, as the drifted heaps will ſoon be his 


8 un Book i. While 
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While we poſſeſs the valuable privileges, and taſte 
the delicious ſweets of liberty, how many partakers of 
our common nature are condemned to perpetual exile, 
or chained to the oar for life! How many are immured 
in the gloom of dungeons, or buried in the caverns cf 
the mines, never to behold the all- enlivening ſun again 
While reſpe& waits upon our perſons, and reputation 
attends our characters, are there not ſome unhappy 
ereatures led forth by the hand of vindictive juſtice, to 
be ſpectacles of horror, and monuments of vengeance? 
ſentenced, for their enormous crimes, to be broke limb 


by limb on the wheel, or to be impaled alive on the 


lingering ſtake. © To theſe, the ſtrangling cord, or the 
deadly ſtab, would be a moſt welcome favour. But 
they mult fee] a thouſand deaths, in undergoing ore. 
And this, too probably, is but the beginning of their 
ſorrows, will only conſign them over to infinitely more 
terrible torment ; | ann 

To waſle eternal days in us and pain. 

"While eaſe and pleaſure, in ſweet conjunction, ſmooth 
our paths, and ſoften our couch, how many are toſſing 
on'thefever's fiery bed, or toiling along affliction's thorny 
road! Some, under the excriuciating, but neceſſary ope- 
rations of ſurgery ; their bodies ripped open with a dread- 
ful inciſion, to ſearch for the tortnring ſtone ; or their 
limbs lopped off by the bloody knife, to prevent the 
mortification's fam ſpread: - Same, emaciated by pining 
ſickneſs, are deprived of all their animal vigour, and 
transformed into ſpectres, even before their diſſolu- 
tion . They are ready to adopt the complaint of the Plal- 
miſt; I am withered lile graſs; my bones are burnt up, as 
it werg a firebrand; I go hence like the ſhadow that depart- 
eth. While health, that ſtaple bleſſing, which gives eve- 


5 


ry other entertainment its flavour and its beauty, adds 


the gloſs to all. we fee, and the poi to'all we 


* 


\ 
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T A very little excurſion of thonght will eaſily eonvinee the rea- 
der, that there is no period of time in which ſome of theſe cala- 
mities do not befal our fellow-ciceturcs, in one part of the world or 
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taſte; health plays in our hearts; health dances in our 


ſpirits, and mantles in our cheeks, as the generous 


champagne lately ſparkled in our glaſs. 

We are bleſt with a calm poſſeſſion of ourſelves ; with 
tranquillity in our conſciences, and an habitual harmo- 
ny in our temper: whereas many, in the dark and 
dolefnl cells of /unacy, are gnaſhing their teeth or wring- 
ing their hands; rending the air with vollies of horrid 
execrations, or burdening it with peals of diſconſolate 
ſighs. And O! what multitudes, even amidſt courts 
and palaces, | are held in ſplendid vaſſalage, by their 
own 9 N paſſions, or the vanities of a bewitch- 


ing world. Far leſs mnocently, far more deplorably 


diſordered *, than the fettered madman, they are gnaws 
ed by the envenomed tooth of envy, they are agitated 
by the wild fallies of ambition, or feel the malignant ul- 
cer of jealouſy rankling in their breaſts, In ſome, ava- 


rice, like a ravening harpy, gripes: in ſome, revenge, 


like an implacable fury, rages; while others are goad- 
ed by lordly and imperious luſts, through the lothſome 
ſewers of impure delight; and left, at laſt, in thoſe ha - 


ted and execrable dens, where remorſe rears her ſnaky 


creſt, aud inſamy ſharpens her hiſſing tougue.— — 
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Wp this long paule, replied Theron? Your obſer- 
vations are as uſeful 


5 5 and ſend gur thoughts, if not our feet, to viſit 
c abodes of ſorrom.— That, in this ſchool, we may 
1 | 
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zpophthegm, Maſinifſia's ſpeech in Mr. Thomſon's Sophoniſbà, is 


of the heart, Kec 


a very pertinent and affecting paraphraſe. . 
0 ſuue me fromthe tumult of the foul ! wy 
Vun the with beef within For, circling ſands, 
When the ſwift whirFwind whelms them o'er the lauds; 
The roaring deeps, that ta the clouds ariſe, 
While thwariing thick the _—_— ligbluing flies ; 
be monfter-brood, o which this land gives bir thy” 


Ihe blazing city, and the; gaping earth; 
All deaths, all gortures, in oe pang combin'd, ' 
Are gentle to the jempeſt of the mind, 


0 


ions are as as they are juſt. We ſhould all 
be acquainted, at leaſt in ſpeculation, acquainted with 
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learn a ſympathizing pity for our diſtreſſed fellow-crea- 
tures ;. and ſee, in this glaſs, our inexpreſſible obliga- 
tions to the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of Providence, 
which has crowned. our table with abundance, and re- 
pleniſhed: our cup with delicacies, permitting neither 
penury to ſtint the draught, nor adverſity to minyle 
her gall.— Go on, I muſt intreat you, with your de- 
ſeription of comparative felicity, We have a large cir- 
cuit ſtill to make, before we arrive at our intended: 
port. And I. could wiſh, that your diſcourſe might 
keep pace with the current. Ry 

Since you approve the ſubject, anſwered Aſpaſio, I 
will purſue it a little farther— We, the inhabitants of 
this favoured iſle, breathe an air of the moſt agreeable 
temperature, and molt wholeſome qualities: but how 
many nations languiſh in a torrid clime, vaulted as it 
were with fire? They welter amidſt thoſe furnaces of 


dhe ſan, till their . viſage is burnt, and black as a 


4 coal *. What is far more diſaſtrous, beds of 1ul- 


phur and combuſjible materials lie in ſubterraneous 


ambuſh,. ready to ſpring the irre/tible mine. Ere long 


perhaps, on ſome day of univerſal feſtivity , or in ſome 


night of deep repoſe—to be touched by heaven's aven- 


ging hand.— Then, with. what outrageous violence will 


they burſt! rock the foundations of nature! wrench 
open the ponderous jaws. of earth! and ſwallow up 


| Lam. iv. 8. 
+ There is a remarkable paſſage in Pſal. Iviii. 9. which ſeems to 


denote ſome ſuch unexpected, but ſpeedy and inevitable doom. Ihe 


ſenſe is darkened, not a little, by the verſion admitted into our li- 
eurgy- 1 believe, the true tranſlation may be ſeen in the following 
Nalics, and the true meaning learnt from the interwoven - paraphraſe. 
— Speedily, or before your pots can perceive the warmth of blazing 
thorns, ſball HE that ruleth over all, ſweep away the wicked; ſweep 
him away by a ſtroke of righteous indignation, as by a fierce and 
mighty tempeſt; ſo that, even from the fulneſs of his ſufficiency, 
and the height of his proſperity, he ſhall be plunged into utter de- 
ſtruction.— The word n, which is very improperly tranſlated, 4 
thing that is raw, ſignifies a ſtate of proſperity or pleaſurable enj1y- 
ment. 1 Sam. xxv. 6.— The whole verſe, in a * of ſtriking 
images, gives us a moſt awful diſplay of divine vergeance. Ven- 
geance quite ſudden, utterly irreſiſtible, and overtaking the ſecure 
Ginger, amidſt all the careſies of what the world calls fortune. 
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aſtoniſhed cities, in the dark, tremendous, cloſing 


chaſm! - ; 


Theſe earthquakes, it may be, both precede and por- 


tend the peſlilence that walteth in darkneſs, and the ſic- 


neſs that deſtiroyeth at noon-day*. They are, at once, a 
fearful omen, and a ruinous blow. The ſtagnating at- 
moſphere, rank with malignant vapours, becomes a 
ſource of deadly infection, or, replete with poiſonous 
animalcules, is one vaſt incumbent cloud of /vis bane. 
If the active gales ariſe, they ariſe only to ſtir the ſeeds. 
of diſeaſe, and diftuſe the tatal contagion far and near. 
— Unhappy people! The p/ague, that ſevere miniſter 
of divine indignation, fixes her head-quarters in their 
blaſted provinces, and ſends death abroad, on his pale 
horſe +, to empty their houſes, depopulate their towns, 
and croud their graves. be” 
Our ifland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe dread-. 
ful judgments, and has never ſuſtained any very conſi- 
derable calamity from the former. However, let us 
not be preſumptuouſly ſecure; we have, not long ago, 
received an awſul warning. The rod has been ſhaken, + 
or rather the ſword has been brandiſhed over our ter- 
ritories.— Who can forget the general conſternation, - 
which ſeized our metropolis on occaſion of the late 
earthquake? And not without reaſon : for, of all di- 
vine viſitations, this is the moſt terribly vindictive. 
The whirlwind is /ow in its progreſs ; war is gentle in 
its aſſaults; even the raging peſtilence is a mild rebuke, 
compared with the fury of an earthquake.—The earth- 
quake neither gives warning, nor allows quarter, Sud- 
denly it comes, in a moll unexpected moment, and 
ſpreads undiſtinguiſhed ruin. Amazing blow! From 
which there is no method of defence, and no place of 
refuge. Deſtructive viſitation! which rends the firm- 
eſt, oyerwhelms the ſtatelieſt works, and puts an end, 
in 4 few minutes, ta the labour of ages. | 
Should almighty vengeance ſtir up again thoſe fierce .. 
ſubterranean commotions; ſhould the moſt high GOD 
bid ſtrong convulſions tear the bowels of nature, and 


„ Pfal, xci. 6. | + Rev. vi. 8, 
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make the ſoundations of the world tremble like a leaf: 


what, O ye careleſs cnes *, what will yon do? Whither - 


will you fly?—See! the pavement finks under your 
feet; your houſes are tottering over your heads. Thc 
ground, on every fide, cracks and opens like a gaping 
grave, or heaves and ſwells like a rolling ſea. A roſe 


of craſhing f is heard from without, occaſioned by the 


rending ſtreets, and falling ſtructures. Thunders, in- 
fernal thunders t, bellow from beneath, mingled with 
deſpairing ſhrieks, and dying groans. Shrieks and 
oans from thoſe wretched creatures, who are jam- 
med between n or going down alive in- 
to the horrible pit l. — Where now will you fly? To 
| your 


II ai. xxxii. 11. + Zeph. i. 10. 
Before the overthrow of Catania by an earthquake, a noiſe was 


heard, vaſt ard horrid, as if all the artillery in the world was diſ- 


charged at once. 

Very memorable, and equally tremendous, is the account of 
the earthquake which viſited Sicily in the year 1693. —1t ook 
the whole ifland. The miſchief it cauſed is amazirg. Fiſty-four 
cities and tou ns, beſide. an incredible number of villages, were ci- 
ther demoliſhed, or greatly damaged. Catania, one of the moſt fa- 
mous and moſt floufiſhing cities in the kingdom, was entirely de- 
ſtroyed. Of 18,914 inhabitants, 18,000 periſhed. 

Another earthquake, almoſt as dreadful, and in the ſame year, 
ſpread defolation through the colony of Jamaica, In two minutes 
time, it ſhook down, and hid under water, nine tenths of the town 
of Port- royal. In leſs than a minute, three quarters of the houſes, 
and the ground they ſtood gn, together with the inbabitants, were 
quite ſunk, and the little part leſt behind, was no better than hcaps 
of rubbiſh.—The ſhake was ſo violent, that it threw people daun 
vpon their knees, or their faces, as they were running about for 
ſhelter "The ground heaved ard ſwelled, like a rolling ſea, and 
ieveral houſes; ſtill ſtanding; were ſhuffled ſome yerds out of their 
places. The earth wanld crack and yawn, would open and ſhut, 
cuick and faſt. Of which horrid openings, two or three hundred 
might be ſeen at once! In fome whereof, the people went down, 
and were ſeen na more: In ſome they deſcended, and roſe again in 
other ſtreets, or in the middle of the harbour, Some ſwiftly clo- 


ſing, ſeized the miſerable creatures, and prefied them to death; lcr- 


ving their heads, or half their bodies hoe ground; to be a ſpectaclo 
of terror and à prey to dogs. On ol, others would iſſue wiolc ri- 
tiheighe in the air, and threatening 


a deluge to that patt which the tarthquale ſpared—ſcarte a plant- 
ing-houſe or ſugar-work was left ſtanding in all the ifland. Ivo 
thouſand lives were loſt, and a thouſand acres of land ſunk. I he 
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ur ſtrong towers? They are ſhattered in pieces. To 
the ſtronger rocks? They are thrown out of their place. 
—To the open fields? They are a frightful gult, 

ning to devour you.——Where-ever you fly in the 
wildneſs of your diſtraction, where-ever you ſeek {or 
ſhelter, , it ſhall be, as if a man fed front a lion, and 4 
bear met him; or went into the haufe, and leaned his hand 
upon the wall, and a ſerpent bit him . 
I ſaid, & There is no place of reſuge;ꝰ but Fretra& 
the expreſſion. One place there is, which will prove an 
inviolable ſanctuary, and a perfect ſecurity. I mean the 
great, the gracious, the adorable REDEEMER'”s 
righteouſnels. Hither let us betake ourſelves. Now, 
before the day of deſolation cometh, now let us betake 
ourſelves to this irong-hold. Then ſhall we have no rea- 
ſon to fear, though the earth be moved, and though 
the hills be carried into the midſt of the ſea : for thus 
faith GOD, the omnipotent and faithful GOD; The 


fun and the moon ſhall be darkened, and the ſtars [hall 


withdraw their ſhining. The LORD alſo, amidſt this 
deep and diſmal glooin, hall rear vat of Sion, and utter 
bis voice, laden with horror aud prophetic deſtruction, 


from Feruſalemn. The heavens above, ard the earth be- 


neath, and all created nature, Hall ate. But the true 
believer may ſtand ere& and undifinayed; becauſe he 
LRD, who dwells in the darkneſs, and preſides over 
the-ſtorm 3 the LORD JESUS himſelf ail} be the hope 
of bis" people, to infpire them with a noble confidence, 
and the ſtrength of his children +, to be their ſateguard in 
every, danger. 

Or, if the true believer is involved in the ſame pro- 
miſcuous ruin with the ungodly, even this ſtrill turn to 
his gain; it ſhall exempt him from the lingering pains, 
and the melancholy ſolemnities, of a dyin . Like 
Elijah's fiery.chariot, it ſhall waft his ſoul with ſpeed 


: {1821 <2 mas butt: 17 * £7 
whole was attended. with. frightſul noiſes, with brimſtone blaſts and 
oſſenſiye ſmells. .. The noiſome vapours belched forth, corrupted 
the air, and brought on a general fickneſs, which ſwept away moto 
than three thouſand of thoſs who eſcaped the fury of the carthquake. 


See CHAMB. Dict. on the word carthquake, 
* Amos v. 79. | + Joel iii. 15, 16. 


Q q 2 | and 
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and ſafety to the boſom of his SAVIOUR; While the 
hideous cavern, that whelms his body in the centre, 


hall be its chamber of reſt, till the beloved BRIDE- 
GROOM comes, and the day of reſurrection dawns. 


We lift up our eyes, and behold the radiant colours 


which fluſh the ſorehead of the morning. We turn, 
and gaze upon the no lefs beautiful tinges which im- 
purple the brow of evening. We throw around our 
view, and are delighted with numberleſs forms of ferti- 
lity, which both decorate. and enrich our plains :— 
whereas other countries are darkened with clouds, or 
over-run with ſwarms of acute; which intercept, where- 
ever they fly, the fair Jace of day, and deſtroy, where- 
ever they alight, the green treaſures of the ground “. 

Ah! what avails it that the laborious hind ſows his 
acres, or the ſkilful hyſbandman prunes his vineyard ? 


that ſpring with her prolific moiſture ſwells the bud, or 


with her delicate pencil paints the bloſſom ? Nor grain, 
nor fruit, can hope for maturity, while theſe rapacious 
and baleful creatures infeſt the neighbourhood. They 
ravage the gardens, and plunder the fields. They ſtrip 
the trees, and ſhave the meadows. Scarce a ſingle leaf 
remains on the boughs, or ſo much as a fingle italk in 
the farrows. A fre devrureth before them, and behind 
them a flame burneths the land is as the garden of Eden 
before them, and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs 5 yea, 
and notling can eſcape them f. | | 

- Now, 


. * Fearful and aſtoniſhing is the account, which travellers have 
given us, wich relation to thefe animals. Thavenot informs us, 
That they fly in the air together, all compact, live a vaſt cloud; 
*© ſometimes fiftcen or cighteen miles long, and about ten or twelve 
* miles broad: ſo that they quite darken the ſky, and make the 
„ brighteſt day obſcure, Where-ever they light, they devour all 
the corn in leſs than two hours, and frequently make a famine in 
** the country,” CEL IE 
Their names, in the ſacred language, are moſt exactly fignificant 
of their two diſtinguiſhing properties. dae denotes an exceeding 
great, a numberleſs mut tude, p fignifies to make clean and bare; 
us when ſame hungry animal has both devoured the fleth; and Icted 
the bone.— Adored be the divine Providenee, that we learn the 
character of theie hideous inſets, not from ſorrowful experience, 
but only from harmlcſs narrative. . 

+ A' fire devoureth before them, and behind them à flame burreth, 
Joel ii..3. This is one of thôſe hald and expreſſive * 4 
a {+ | Wie 
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Now, let the dreadtul artillery roar from all its iron 
throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt glut of mortal hail. 


Now, ye ſons of ſlaughter, men ſtiſſul to deſtroy f; now 


hurl the ſulphureous globes, which kindle into a hur- 
ricane of fire, and burſt in raggediinſtruments of ruin. 
To no purpoſe. The linked thunderbolts are turned 
into ſtubble ; the burſting bombs are accounted as ſtraw, 
Theſe armies of the air laugh at all the formidable pre- 
tions of war; and, when they fall on the fword, they 
not be wounded *.—vSurprifing and awful deſtina- 
tion of the everiaiting GOD ! at once to (tain the pride, 
and chaſtiſe the guilt of man! Theſe are a deſpicable 
and puny race; clad in no coat of mail, but cruthed 
by the ſlighteſt touch. They wear neither ſword, nor 
ſcymetar, nor any offenſive weapon: yet, in ſpite of 
oppoling legions, they carry on their depredations, and 
puth their conqueſts. Terror marches in their front, 
and famine brings up the rear. They ſpread univerſal 
devaitation as they advance, and trequently give the 
fignal tor the peitilence to follow. Potent armies loſe 
their hands, and haughty tyrams tremble for their do- 
minions. 
O! that the natives of Great - Britain would bethink 
themſelves! would break off their fins by believing in 


which the Hebrew language delights, and by which it is eminently 

diſtioguithed. It ſiguifics a tctal devaſtation of the veyetable pro- 

duce; ſuch as muſt enſue, if a raging and reſiſtleſs fire attended the 

progres of theſe pernicious animals; burning with ſuch vehement 
petuoſity, that none could queneh it; ſpreading ſuch extenſive 

havock, that nothing could eſcape it. : 
Exck. xx1. 31. 

The prophet Joel, foretelling the plague of /:5a/ts, gives, under 
the image of an embattled hoſt, a moſt alarming diiplay of their ter- 
rible appearance, their impetuous progreſs, the horrible dread they 
raiſe as they advance, and the irreparable miſchief they leave as they 
depart; adding, among other amazing circumſtances, ¶ hen they fall 
upon the ſword, they jball not be wounded : which implies, I appre- 
hend, that no method of ſlaughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their 
troops, or that every expedient, contrived for their ſuppreſſion, 
thould be utterly baffled ; being through their immenſe numbers as 
invincible, as if every oue was abſolutely invutnerablc : for, though 
millions and millions ſhould periſh by the weapons of war, even 
ſuch a blow, in reference to their whole collecti ve body; ſhould 
ſcarce be perceived as a loſs, ſcarce be felt as a wound; neither di- 
miniching their ſtrength, nor retarding theis march, Joel ii. 8. 
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the rightecuſneſs of CHRIST, and their iniquities by 
cherithing the influences of his Divine SPIRIT! lan 
this cverflowuing /courge *, under which fome neighbour- 
mg kingdoms have ſeverely ſmarted, ſhould be com- 
millioned to viſit our borders, and avenge the quarrel 
of its MAK ER's honour. —Diſtant as thoſe countle1; 
legions are ; — leparated from us by interpoling 
ſeas ; yet, if GOD lift up a ſtandard from far, or but 
hiſs f unto them from the ends of the earth, hey cc: 
with ſpeed fifty. —Who will convey my with to the 
ears, who will tranſmit it to the hearts, of my coun- 
trymen, that our land may always appear, as it does at 
preſent, like the darling of Providence ; may always re- 
found with the voice of joy, and be filled with the fruits 
of plenty; may always wear the robe of beauty, and 
be adorned with the ſmile of peace? 

How great are the advantages of peace! faid Theron. 
Peace at her leiſure plans, and leads out induitry to exe- 


* now yy Overflowing ſcourge, Tai. xxviii. 158. It is the pro- 

y of a ic: urge to laſb, of a river to overflow. The ſacred writer 

(by a moſt elegant alliteration, which beautifies the original. but 

cannot be preſerved in the tranſlation) has connected thele d fferent 

icleas and different efiefts. The vindictive viſitation, with which he 

threatens the diſobedient Jews, ſhall pierce dec as a ſcourge, and 

ſpread wide as an inundation. They ſhall feel it in all their interc(ts, 

and feel it at their very ſoul. It thall involve the whole nation in 
miſery, anguiſh, and ruin. 

There ſeems to be ſuch a form of expreſſion in the ſervice of our 
church; when we pray, in behalf of our fellow- Chriſtians, © Pex 
% upon them the continual dew of thy bleſſing; that which may 
be refreſhing and ſalutary as the dew, yet copious and abundaut as 
the ſhower. | 


+ Hif+ unto them, Tſai. v. 26. With great ſignificancy, and pe- 
evlizr grandeur, the prophet applirs this expreſſion to the LORD 
'GOD of hliofts, influencing the moſt powerful armies x g. d. They 
« come without a moment's delay, and from the remoteſt regions 
„ of the carth, to execute all his pleaſure. Formidable and innu- 
„ mcrable as they are, they come—1I ſay not upon his repeated in- 
« junctions, or at his ſtrict command—but at the firſt, the very 
% ſmalleſt ratimation of his will; - ſuch as the ſhepherds uſcd to 
their flocks ; ſuch as the bee-men of old to their ſwarms, or ſuch 35 
we in theſe days to ſome of onr domeſtic animals, The Hebrew 


pw I would not tranſlete, At his whiſtle, becauſe this phraſe in 
our language creates a vulgar fonnd, and conveys a low idea: but 
ſuch is the import of the original; which denotes all that unconcern- 
ed caſe of action, without any of the offenſive familiarity of diction. 


cute, 
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cute, all the noble and commodious improvements 
which we behold on every ſide. Peace ſets the mark of 
property on our poſſeſſions, and bids juſtice guarantee 
them to our enjoyment. Peace ſpreads over us the ban- 
ner of the laws, while we taſte, free from outrage, and 
ſecure from injury, the milk and honey of our honelt 
toil *.—Amidit the tumultuous confuſions of war, 
who could have a heart to contrive, or a hand to ac- 
compliſh, any ſuch works of dignity and uſe? In thoſe 
days of darkneſs and diſtraction, how languid to the 
fight are all the dewy landicapes of ſpring ? How inſi- 
pid to the taſte are all the delicious flavours of au- 
tumn ?—When the nation is over- run with armies, and 


embroiled in ſlaughter, a trembling heart, and failing of 


eyes,, and forrow of mind , are the diſmal diſtinction of 
the times. Inſtead of a calm acqueſcence in our por- 
tion, our very lite hangs in continual ſuſpenſe. =, 
But what are all the benefits of external peace, though 
diſplayed in the faireſt light, and enlivened by the 
ſtrongeſt contraſts What are they all, compared with 


the bleſſings of the goſpel, by which ſinners may have 


peace with GID through FESUS CHRIST our LORD? 

This, reſumed Aſpaſio, ſuggeſts a freſh inſtance of 
happineſs, which others want, and we poſſeſs; an in- 
ſtance, never to be omitted in our catalogue of peculiar 
mercies: I might add, never to be forgotten by any 
Chriſtian on any occafion.——While many kingdoms of 


* Pax optimg rerum, ſays the Latin poet.—-But the Orientals, I 
think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative eſtcem for this bleſſing by ma- 
king it the conſtant form of their ſalutations, and the ſubject of 
their moſt cordial wiſhes for their friends; PEACE BE UN TO 
THEE.—In this ſhort ſentence, they ſeem to have compriſed a whole 
volume of mercies ; mearing, by their ſingle Ew all that the 


Greeks expreſſed by their xaigν vſiauy, wrexrli ; i. e. a con- 
fluence of that joy of mind, that health of body, that proſperity of 
outward circumſtances, which: complete the happineſs of mankind; 

We have a fine deſcription of peace, and its various bleflings, 
1 Maccab. xiv. 8, 9, Cc. The picture is very exact, though per- 
fely artleſs. Nothing hinders me from tranſcribing the paſſage, 
but a fear of being too d fuſive in my notes; leſt the reader, who 
expects a rea, ſhould complain of a glut, or have reaſon to object, 


that the ſide-board is more eopiouſſy furnifhed than the table. Ng 


tun To rage T8 ige 00x witgey, 
' + Deut. xxviii. 65. 


1 the 


—— —— — — _— 


454 THERON an» ASPASIO. Dial. % 


the earth are ignorant of the true GOD, and know 
neither the principles of piety, nor the paths of felicity, 
the day-ſpring from on high hath viſited us, to give the 
knowledge of ſalvation, and to guide our feet into the way 
of peace — While millions of rebellious angelt, calt from 
their e ere are reſerved in chains of darkneſs 
unto the judgment of the great day, we, though rebel - 
lious and apoſtate ſinners of mankind, are delivered 
from the wrath to come. The holy JESUS (bleſſed be 
his redeeming goodnels!) has endured the croſs, and 
deſpiſed the ſhame, on purpoſe to reſcue us from thoſe 
doleful and ignominious dungeons, where the priſoners 
of almighty vengeance 


—Gonverſe with groans, 
Unreſpited, unpitied, unrepriev'd, 
4 Ages of hopeleſs end. 


Yes, my dear Theron, let me repeat your own im- 
portant words; What are all the benefits of external 
«« peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt light, and en- 
« livened by the ſtrongeſt contraſts What are they all, 
% compared with the blefings of the goſpel ? — This 
brings the olive-branch from heaven, and proclaims 
reconciliation with our offended GOD : this compoſes 
the tumults of the mind, and the troubles of conſcience : 
this diſarms the warring paſſions, regulates the extia- 
vagant deſires: in a word, this ſpreads ſuch a beauty 
of holineſs, through the whole perſonal and ſocial con- 
duct, as is far more amiable than the molt engaging 
forms of material nature. | 
O! that thou wouldſt bow the heavens! that thou 
wouldeſt come down, celeſtial VISITANT, and make 
thy ſtated, thy favourite abode in our ifle ! that every 
individual may be animated with thy power, and every 
community wear thy reſplendent badge !—Then ſhall 
it be the /ca/# ingredient of our public telicity, that the 
ſword of ſlaughter is beaten into a plough-thare, and 
the once bloody ſpear beat into a pruning-hook. It 
ſhall be the /owe/? upon the liſt of our common bleſſings, 
that violence it no more heard in our land, waſting and 
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diſtruction within our borders. Our very officers will be 
peace, and gur exattors * righteouſneſs. We ſhall call (and 
the event will correſpond with the name) our walls /al- 
vation, and our gates praiſe. Then ſhall every harp be 
taken down from the willows, and every voice burſt in- 
to a ſong.—“ In other climes*—will be the general 
acelamation- N 

In other climes, let myriads of curious i»/-2s ſpin 
« that delicate thread, which ſoſtens into velvet, ſtit- 
« fens into brocade, or flows in gloſſy ſattin; which 
« refle&s a lovelier glow on the cheek of beauty, and 
« renders royalty itielf more majeſtic. We are preſent- 
ed with infinitely iner robes in the imputed righte- 
« ouſneſs of our REDEEMER, and the inherent 
« ſanctification of his SPIRIT; which beautify the 
very ſoul, and prepare it for the illuſtrious . 


« of ſaints in light—of angels in glory. 

« Let eailern rocks ſparkle with diamonds, and We 
ce birth to gems of every dazzling tincture. We have, 
« hid in the field of our Scriptures, the pearl of great 
« price; the white and precious ore + of perfect abſo- 
&« lution ; a diadem, which will ſhine with undiminith- . 
« ed luftre, when all the brilliant wonders of the mine 
« are faded, extinguiſhed, loft. | | 
„Let richer ſoils nouriſh the nobleſt plants, and 
« warmer ſuns conco their exquiſite juices ; the le» 
mon, pleaſingly poignant, the citron, more mildly 
delicious, or that pride of vegetable life, and com- 
© pendium of all the blandiſhments of taſte, the pine- 


' * Tſai, Ix. 17. Officers and exaftors ſignify perſons, veſted with 
public authority, who have it in their power to rule with rigour : 
but theſe, inftead of abuling their power, ſhall conduct the adminis 
ſtration with all poſſible equity and geatleneſs ; with a parental ten- 
derneſs, rather than a magiſterial auſterity. Though the title and 
office of an exactor may remain, nothing of the domineering inſo · 
lence, or oppreſlive ſeverity, ſhall continue. —The prophet, who al- 
i delivers his ſentiments with the utmoſt emphaſis, ſays, Tb 
ſhall be not barely peeceable and righteous, but poſſeſſed of theſe 
qualities in the higheſt degree; or, which implies more than any 
other words can expreſs, they thall be peace and righteouſneſs itſelf, — 
The ſame beautiful figure is uſed in the next clauſe, which deſcribes 
the inviolable ſecurity of the city, together with the univerfal joy 
and | p:icly of the iahabitants. 
+ Rev. ii. 17, 
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apple: we enjoy far more exalted dainties in having 
« acceſs to the tree of liſe, whoſe leaves are for the heal- 
« ing of the nations + ; whoſe boughs are repleniſhed 
« with a never-failing abundance of heavenly fruits ; 
, and the nutriment they diſpenſe is bliſs and immor- 
« tality. * FP 

Let Iberian vines ſwell the tranſſucent cluſter, and 
« burſt into a flood of generous wine. Let the Tul- 
% can olive extract the fatneſs of the earth, and melt 
into a ſoft melliluous-ſtream. We ſhall neither en- 
vy nor covet theſe inferior giſts, ſo long as we may 
% draw water out of the wells of ſalvation. So long 
« as we may receive the unction from the HOLY ONE *, 
«© thoſe influences of the COMFORTER, which not 
% only make a cheerful countenance, but gladden the 
6 very heart; imparting ſuch a refined ſatisfaction, as 
1 world cannot give; ſuch a permanent ſa- 
Mlaction as no calamities can take away. 
Let Ethiopian mountains be ribbed with marble, 
« and Peruvian mines embowelled with gold; we want 
« neither the impenetrable, quarry, nor the glittering 
« ore, having, in our adored MESSIAH, a ſure 
« foundation 2 all our eternal hopes, and an inex- 
« hauſtible ſund of the divineſt riches. | 

« Be it fo, that our Iſis is but a creeping drop, and 
«the Thames itſelf no more than a ſcany rill, com- 
« pared with the magnificent ſweep of the Ganges, or 
«the ſtupendous amplitude of Rio de la Plata f. The 
$45 1 / ey b 3 | g % wretched 
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I Rev. Xxii. 4. e, 7 aa 
+ This river receives its fapplies from the long rains of the tor- 
rid zone, aud from the proportionably large reſervoirs hid in the 
bowels ef the Cordilhieras, the higheſt mountains on earth. In its 
_ progreſs, it divides itſelf into tuo mighty branches, the Parana 
and the Paraguay; which, having run in ſeparate channels ſever! 
thouſ:nd miles thronzh the country. pnite at laſt, and form, by 
their conflux, the magnificent and ſpacious La Plata; whoſe ſtream 
is near. two hundred miles broad, and continues thus amazirg/y 
vaſt through a. courſe of fix hundred. It pours ſuch an immenſe 
quantity of the liquid clement into the Atlantic, ocean, that freſn 
water may be taken up for the ſpace of many a-league. It is ſup- 
poſed to be the very largelt river in the world; rather like a ca, 
than a river, it deſerves, incomparably more than Timayus, - Vir- 
gil's grand deſcription: ; 
* a—_—} 6 
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« wretched natives, even on the banks of thoſe ſtately 
« rivers are at a diſtance from all the ſprings of true 
„% conſolation. Whereas, we have a fountain, we have 


e a river, that iſſues from the ocean of eternal love. 


« With incomparable dignity, and with equal proprie- 
« ty, it is ſtyled, The River of Life *. It vilits the 
« houſe of the mourner, and revives the ſpirit of the 
« ſorrowful. It makes glad the city, and makes hap- 
« py the ſervants of our GOD. It quickens even the 
« dead, and every human creature, that drinks of its 
« water, lives for ever. 

« Let Aſiatic iſlands boaſt their mountains of myrrh, 
% and hills of frankincenſe : let Arabian groves, with 
« ſaperior liberality, diſtil their healing gums, and ris. 
« pen, for vigorous operation, their vital drugs: we 
« have a more ſovereign remedy than their moſt power- 
« ful reſtoratives, in the great MEDIATOR's atgn- 
« ing blood: we have a more refre/hing banquet than 
« all their mingled ſweets, in commemorating his paſ- 
« fon, and participating his merits. - 

& In ſhort, we have an equivalent, far more than 
% an equivalent, for all thoſe choice productions which 
« bloom in the gardens, or baſk in the orchards of the 
« fun. We have a goſpel, rich in precious privileges, 
« and abounding with ineſtimable promiſes : we have 
« a SAVIOUR, full of forgiving goodneſs, and liberal 
&« of renewing grace; at whole auſpicious approach 
« fountains {pout amidſt the burning deſert ; under. 
« whoſe welcome footſteps the ſandy waſte ſmiles with 
&« herbaye, and beneath his potent touch The wilder- 
« neſs buds and bloſſoms as a roſe f. Or, to ſpeak plain- 
« 1y,ithe deiolate and barren ſoul brings forth thoſe 
4 fruits of the SPIRIT, which are infinitely more or- 
« namental than the ſilken gems of ſpring, infinitely 


— 2 2 cum murmure moptis 
2 * Mare prorupium, & Pelago premit Ar ua. ſouanti. 
To e e idea of its prodigious dimenſions, we may 
imagine a current of Waters taking its riſe beyond Icruſalem, and, 
aftef having received all the rivers of Europe into its capacious 
bed, making its entry on the Britiſh ocean, by a mouth extended 
from Dover to Briſtol, © © | | | 
Rev. Xkil. 7. ai. xxxv. 1. 
« more 
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&« more Beneficial than the ſalubrious ſtores of au- 


* tumn. 

We have a SAVIOUR—Tell it out among the 
„ heathen, that all the nations on earth may partake 
c of the gift, and join in the fong—A SAVIOUR 
% we have, whoſe radiant eye brightens the gloomy 
„paths of affliction; whoſe efficacious bleſſing makes 

all things work together for the good f of his people. 
« Death, gilded by his propitious ſmile, even death 
« itſelf looks gay: nor is the grave, under his benign 
« adminiſtration, any longer a den of deſtruction, but 
& a ſhort and ſhady avenue to thoſe immortal mantions, 
« whoſe foundations are laid with ſapphire, whoſe avin- 
& dows are of agate, the gates of carbuncle, and all the 
& borders of nor a9 tones 4.“ 

Pardon my rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own re- 
mark, added to the grand and Jovely views, have 
warmed, have animated, have almott tranſportet me. — 
Theron anſwered not a word, but fat fixed in thought. 
While he is indulging his contemplation, we may juſt 
obſerve ſome other peculiarities of the proſpect. 

Here and there a loneſome cattage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble head: no pompous ſwell of projecting ſteps 
furrounds the door ; no appendant wings of interior 
offices* ſkirt the edifice; no ſtately hall, ſlabbed with 
marble and roofed with ſculpture, receives the gazing 
ſtranger : but white-robed innocence, and ſweet-fen- 
tired contentment, neatneſs *, with a gloſs on her 


+ Rom. viii. 28. 4 Tſai. liv. rr, 12. 

" ®Neaineſi—To exemplify and recommend this ornament of ſocial 
life, is, perhaps the deſign of-a paſſage which I have never ſcen ſatis- 
factorily explained. When our LORD gave a treat to five thou- 
ſind men, who attended his preaching; when he commanded them 
to ſit down upon the ground, in order to reccive his bounty in the 
moſt commodious manner; it is added by the ſacred hiſtorian, 
There was much greſs in the place, John vi. 10, Why is this cir- 
cumſtance perticularly remarked ? To denote the decorum of the 
tranſaction ; and to be, as I imagine, both an example and a re- 
- commendation of neatneſs. The 4-4 though very plain and ſim- 
ple, were far from being ſordid or flovenly. It was not a dirty 
place, or a duſty ſpot, but covered with the carpets of nature: 
which rendered it as cleanly, if not ſo ſumptuous, as the ſofas of 
Turky, or “ the beds of gold and ſilver” uſed at the feaſt of King 
Ahaſuerus, Eſther i. 6. | | 
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nts, and health, with a bloom on her cheeks, 

adorn the habitation ; while virtue lends her graces, 

and religion communicates her honours, to dignify the 

abode, rendering the blameleſs hut ſuperior, in real 
majeſty, to a diſſolute court. | 

At ſome diſtance appear the hoary remains of an 
ancient monaſtery. Sunk beneath the weight of revol- 
ving years, the once venerable fabric is levelled with 
the duſt : the lofty and ornamented temple lies rudely 
over- grown with moſs, or ſtill more ignobly covered 
with weeds: the walls, where ſainted imagery ſtood, 
or idolized painting ſhone, are claſped with twining ivy, 
or ſhagged with horrid thorn. — Through iſles that once 
echoed to the chantor's voice, mingled with the organ's 
majeſtic ſound, the hollow winds roar, and the daſhin 
ſtorm drives. Where are now the ſilent cells, the vo- 
cal choirs, the duſky groves, in which the romantic 
faints prolonged their lonely vigils by the midnight ta- 
per, or poured their united prayers before the lark had 
waked the morn ; or {trolled, in ever-muſing melan- 
choly, along the moon-light glade ?—Surely, thoſe: 
mouldering fragments now teach, (and with a much 
better grace, with a much ſtronger emphaſis) what for- 
merly their unſocial and gloomy reſidentiaries profeſſed ; 
they teach the vanity of the world, and the tranſitory 
duration of all that is reckoned ftable in this region of 
ſhadows. 

Behold, on yonder eminence, the rueful memorials 
of a magnificent ca/i/e. All diſmantled, and quite de- 
moliſhed, it gives a ſhading of ſolemnity to the more 
lively parts of nature's picture, and attempers the ru- 
ral delight with ſome touches of alarming dread.— 
War, deſtructive aar, has ſnatched the ſcythe from the 
hand of time, and hurried on the ſteps of deſtiny. 
Thoſe broken columns and ſhattered walls, thoſe pro- 
ſtrate towers, and battlements daſhed to the ground, 
carry evident marks of an immature downſal: they 
were built for ages, and for ages might have ſtood a 
defence and accommodation to generations yet unborn, 
if haply they had eſcaped the dire aſſaults of hoſtile 
_— what vigilance of man can pfevent the 
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miner's dark approach? or what ſolidity of bulwark can 
withſtand the bellowing engine's impetuous ſhock ? 

Thoſe, perhaps, were the rooms in which /icentions 
mirth crowned with roſes the ſparkling bowl, and tuned 
to the ſilver · ſounding lute the ſyren's enchanting ſong : 
thoſe the ſcenes of voluptuous indulgence, where luxu- 
ry poured her delicacies, where beauty, inſidious beau- 
ty, practiſed her wiles, and ſpread, with bewitching 
art, her wanton ſnares.—Now, inſtead of the riotous 
banquet, and intrigues of lawleſs love, the owl utters 
her hatedeſcreams by night, and the raven flaps her o- 
minous wing by day.— Where are the violet couches, 
and the wood-bine bowers, which fanned, with their 
breathing ſweets, the polluted flame? The ſoil ſeems 
to ſuffer for the abuſes of the owner : blaſted and dil. 
honoured, it produces nothing but ragged briars and 
noiſome nettles, under whoſe odious covert the hiſſing 
ſnake glides, or the croaking toad crawls. —Feartul 
intimation of that ignominzous and d:leful cataſtrophe, 
which awaits the ſons of riot, when their momentary 
gratifcations will drop like the faded leaf, and leave 
nothing-bebind but pangs of remorſe, keener far than 
the pointed thorn, and more envenomed than the vi- 
per's tooth. 

Perhaps they were the beauteous and honoured 
abodes, where grandeur and ponent walked their dai- 
ly round, attended with a train of guiltleſs delights ; 
where amiable and refined ſriendſhip was wont to fit and 
ſmile, looking love, and talking the very ſoul ; where 
Hoſpitality, with economy always at her fide, ſtood 
beckoning to the reed but iydy/irious ® poor, and 

| | | ſhowered 


* I ſay, diſtreſed but induſtrious poor—becanſe I would not be 


underſtood, as encouraging in any degree the relief of our common 


beggars.— Towards the former, I would cultivate a tender and ever- 
yearning compaſſion; I would anticipate their complaints, and, as 
a ſacred writer d rects, would even g g RK 1% do them good—But, as 
to the latter, I frankly own, that J look upon it as my duty to diſ- 
courage ſuch cumberers of the ground. They are, generally ſpeak- 
ay, luſty drones; and their habitual hegging is no better than a ſpe- 
cious robbing of the public hive. For ſnch ffurdy ſupplicants, who 
are able to undergo the fatigue of travelling, able to endure the in- 
clemencics of the weather, and conſequentſy much more able, 5 
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ſhowered bleſſings from her liberal hand.— But war, 
deteſted war, has ſtretched, over the ſocial and inviting 


ſeat, the line of confuſion, and the flones of emptineſs *. 
Now, alas! nothing but deſolation and horror haunt 


the ſavage retreat, The awple arches of the bridge, 


they equally willing, to exerciſe themſelves in ſome ſpecies of laud- 
able induſtry—For theſe, the bouſe of correfiicn would be a far 
more ſalutary proviſion, than any ſupply from our table, and con- 
finement to labour a nuch more benchicivl charity, than the liberality 
of the purſe. ORs 

Mie ſhould remember, and they ſhould be taught, that the law or- 
dained hy the court of heaven is, 1f a man wi not work, neither 
ſhall he eat. If then we contribute to ſupport them in idlenefs, do 
we not counteratt and fruſtrate this wiſe regulation, eſtabliſhed by 
the great SOVEREIGN of the univerſe ? Is it not alſo a wrong to 
the deſerving poor, if we ſuffer theſe wens on the body-politic to 
draw off the nouriſhment, which ought to circulate amongſt the va- 
haable and uſeful members Moucy or victuals beſtowed on theſe 
worthleſs wretches is not real benckc-:nce, but the earneft- penny of 
Noth. It hires them to be good for nothing, and pays them for be- 
ing public nuiſances. 

Ler us then unanimouſly join to ſhake off theſe dead weights from 
our. wheels, and diſtodge theſe ſwarms of vermin from our tate. 
Let us be deaf to their molt im portunate clamours, and aſſure our- 
ſelves, that, by this determined inflexibility, we do GOD, we do 
our community, we do them, the moit ſubitantial ſervice. —-Should 
they implore by the injured name of [ESUS; for the honour of the 
LORD JESUS let us reſolutely with-hoid our alms. Their mean- 
ing is,. I cannot go on in my preſent ſhameful and iniquitous 
„ courſe; I can no longer continue to act the witked and ſlethful ſer- 
« pant, unleſs you will adminitter forme kindly pernicious afliſt- 
„ ance. For CHRI3T's ſike, therefore, afiſt me to dithonour 
my Chriſtian name, and to live more baſe than the beaſis that 
*.,periſh.,' For CHRIST's fake, help me to be the reproach and 
e the burden of my native. country, and to perfiit in the way 
* which leads to eternal deſtruction.— This is the true import uf 
their petitions. And whether the ſanction of that moſt venerable 
name, added to ſuch a requeſt, ſhould move our commiſeration, or 
excite our abhorrence, let every thinking perſon judge. 

I truſt the reader will be fo candid as to excuſe this long digreſſive 
note, and do me the juſtice to believe, that I am not pleading 
againſt, but for the x8 poor; not to harden any one's heart, but 
ratlier to rect every one's hand. Give out of gratitude to CHRIST, 
out of comp-ſton to the needy, and be for ever bleſſed. But give 
not to incorzigible vagrants, to maintain impicty, and pamper in- 
dolence, leſt it be demanded one day, Ihe hath required this at your 
hand ? leſt, by ſupporting diſſolute creatures in that abandoned 
floth, which is the nurſe of all vice, we become partakers of their 
guilt, and agceſſary to their ruin. 
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which ſo often tranſmitted the wondering paſſenger 
along their penſile way, lie buried in the dreary moat. — 
Thoſe relics of the maſſy portals, naked and abandon- 
ed, ſeem to bemoan their melancholy condition. No 
ſplendid chariots, with their gay retinue, frequent ſo- 
litary avenues : no needy ſteps, with cheerful expecta- 
tions, beſiege the once bountiful gate: but all is a mi- 

ſerable, erben, hideous pile of rubbiſh, 
Since riches ſo often take to themſelves wings, and 
fly away ; ſince houſes, great and fair, reel upon their 
foundations, and ſo foon tumble into duſt, how wile, 
how ſalutary, is our divine MASTER's advice! Make 
to yourſelpes friends with the mammon of unrighteouſncſs, 
that, when the world fails around hen, when the ſprings 
of nature /az/ within you, they, as witneſſes of your cha- 
rity, and vouchers for the ſincerity of your faith, may 
receive you into everlaſiing habitations F.,— This is to lay 
up treafure for ourſelves | ; whereas, whatever elle we 
amaſs is {for our heirs, for our ſucceſſors, for we know 
not who. This wealth is truly emphatically called our 
oaun ||: it is an advowſon ; we have the perpetuity : 
whereas, whatever elſe we poſſeſs is ours only for à tur: 

or in ru. eee, e 3 F 

See the dreadful, dreadful ravages of civil diſcord! 
Where-ever that infernal fury ſtalks, the marks her 
fteps in blood, and leaves opulent cities a ruinous 
heap *.—What thanks then, what ardent and ceaſeleſs 
: thanks, 


+ Luke xvi. 9. } Matt. vi. 20. Luke xvi. 12. 


* The effects of what Virgil calls Sella, berrida bella, were never 
. diſplayed in colours that glaw, and with figures that alarm, like 
thoſe which are uſed by the prophet Jeremiah, chap. iv. 19, Cc. 
As this is perhaps the greateſt maſter- piece of the kind, the reader 
will permit me to enrich the notes with a tranſcript of the paſſage. 
Firit, we ſee, or rather we fee! the effects of war on the human 
mind; the keeneſt anguiſh, the deepeſt diſmay, and the wildeſt 
amazement; all expreſſed in a language, exactly ſuiting the fub- 
ject vehement abrupt —diſorderly: My bowels * my bowels! I 
am pained at my very heart. My very heart maketh a geife in me; I 
cannot hold my peace; becauſe thru baſt heard, O my ſol, the found of 
the trumpet, the alarm of war. Deſtruction upon deftruftion is cried; 
for the land is ſpeiled. Suddenty are my 4 poles and my curtains 
in a moment. How long ſeall I ſee the ſtandard, and hear the ound of 


the trumpet ? 
oper Then 
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thanks, are due to that all-ſuperintending, ever-gra- 
cious LORD, who has daſhed the torch ſrom her 
hand; has broke her murderous weapons, and driven- 
the baleful peſt from our u May the fame almigh- 
ty Goodneſs baniſh the monſter from all lands! baniſh 
the -accurſed monſter, with her hated aſſociate rapine, 
and her infatiable purveyor ambition, to the deepeſt, 
deepeſt” hell. Branded with everlaſting infamy, and 
bound in adamantine chains, Here let them gnaſh their 
teeth, and bite the inevitable curb !—while peace, de- 
ſcending from her native heaven, bids her olives ſpring. 
amidſt the joyful nations; and p/-nty, in league with 
commerce, ſcatters bleſſings from clime to clime : while” 
gladneſs ſmiles in every eye; and ode, extenſive diſin- 
tereſted love, levelling: the partition - wall of bigotry, ce- 
ments every heart in the beſt of bonds. 

Near thoſe heaps of havock lies the ſpot, ever- me- 
morable and ſtill revered, on which an obſtinate and 
fatal battle was fought. —The huibandman, as he breaks - 
his fallow land, or rends the graily turf, often diſcovers- 
the horrid implements, and the more horrid effects, of 
that bloody conflict He ſtarts to hear his coulter” 
ſtrike upon the boſſes of a ruſty buckler, or gride over 
the edge of a blunted ſword. He turns pale to fee hu-- 
man bones thrown up beſore his plough; and ſtands - 


Then we ſee the diſmal devaſtations of war; and who does not 
ſhudder at the fight ? The whole country laid in ruins! deprived cf - 
all its ornaments, and all its inhabitants! nothing but confuſion and 
emptineſs; reduced to a {5:ude and a chaos : I bebeld the earth, and 
le ! it was without form and void, and the heavens, and they had nd 
light,-1 beheld the mountains, and I. they tremdled, and all the hills 
moved lightly. I beheld, and 1; ! there was ns man, and all the birds 
of the heavens were fled. 1 beheld, and ic ! the fruitful place was @ * 
wilderneſs, and all the cities theresf were-broken dawn, at the preſence * 
of the LORD, ard by his fierce anger. 

If, after all this profuſtun of iwegery, bold and animated even to“ 
aſloniſhment, we can have ary relith for the cold correQneſs of a 
heathen genius, we may find ſomething of the ſame nature in Ho- 
race, lib. ii. od. 1. 

Jam nunc minaci, &e. 1 


Which, though one of lis molt ſpirited and ſublime paTages, is, if 
compared with the fire, t!.e grandcor, the majeltic wildneſs aud! 
horror of the prophet, like a lind-food compared aith the univer- 
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aghaſt to think, that, in cutting his ferro, he opens 
a grave.—The grey-headed fire often relates to his 
ndſons, hanging with eager attention on the tale, 
and trembling tor the event, relates the diſmal, the 
glorious deeds of that important day.— How the held:, 
now covered with waving crops, were then loaded with 
mangled and ghaſtly corpſes. How the paſtures, now 
green with herbage, were then inerimſoned with hu- 
man gore. h | | 
« On: that extended common,” he ſays, © where the 
« buſy thepherd is erecting his hurdled citadel, the tents 
« were ſpread, and the banners diſplayed; the ſpears 
« briſtled in air, and the burniſhed helmets glittered to 
* the ſun.—On onder riſing ground, where the friſk- 
« ing lambs play their harmlets frolics, ſtood the mar- 
« tial files, clad in mail, and ranged in battle-array, 
« There ſtood war, with all its collected horrors, ho- 
« yering, like ſome portentous cloud, and ready to 
« burſt into an immediate ſtorm.— On the zearer plain, 
« where the quiet ſteed grazes in ſafety, and thoſe ſo- 
« ber oxen chew the juicy herb,. the fierce encounter 
«© mixed. There, the javelins, launched from nervous 
„ arms, and aimed by vengctul eyes, flew and reflew, 


„ whizzing with death. The arrows lightned * from 


«© the ſtrings, and drenched their keen points, and 
« dipped their feathery wings in blood. — Soon as this 
« ſhower of miſſive ſteel ceaſed, inſtantly oatſprung 
c thouſands of flaming ſwords: they claſh on the bra- 
% zen ſhields; they cut their way through the rcek- 
« ing armour, and ſheath their blades in many a 


* Habak. iii. 11. rn 5 literally tranſlated, preſents us with 
that beautiful bold figure, The lighming of thy ſpear.— Which, with 
innumerable other 5 of ſpeech, that give dignity and ſpirit to 
our modern compoſitions, fre borrowed from the language of Sion; 
are tranſplanted from the ſchool of the prophets.— If we ſtart into 
a pleaſing amazement at Homer's ev bb, have we not equal 
reaſon to be charmed and ſurpriſed at Nabum's 2541 W-? Eve- 
ry chariot raged with violence and impetuoſity; was eager, was 
even mad to deſtroy. Nah. ii 5. Milton has evidently lighted 


his torch at the prophet's flame, 7 
Of brazen chariots raged Book vi. 


“ gallant 
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% gallant dauntleſs heart.— Here, on this diſtinguiſhed 
« level, the proud inſulting foe, preſuming on vidory, 
© and boalting of their numbers, poured in like a flood. 
% There, a bold determined battalion, of which my- 
« ſelf was a part, planted themfelves like a rock, and 
„ broke the tierce attack. 

Then,“ adds the brave old warrior, “then the cow- 
ard herd fled before the vengeance of our conquering 
e arms. Then, theſe hands ſtrewed the plains with a 
&« harveſt, different far from their preſent productions. 
„% Then, the fathers, ſmitten with inexpreſſible dread, 
& looked not back on their children ; though ſhuddering 
« at the lifted ſpear, or ſcreaming under the brandiſh-- | 
« ed ſword. The fathers looked not back on their chil- 
& dren, though they tell among the ſlain, gaſhed with- 
« deadly wounds, or lay expiring, in groans of agony, 
« under our feet.“ | | 

We leave the warrior to repeat his ſhocking ſtory,, 
and enjoy his ſavage ſatisſaction. He ſpeaks, tis true,, 


® For this very ſtriking and moſt terrific image, we are obliged ' 
to the prophet Jeremiah ; who, in a few words, but with all the 

mp of horror, deſcribes the din of approaching war, and the con- 
2 of a vanquiſhed people: At the niſe of the ſtamping of the. 
bozf's of his ſtrong horſes, at ibe ruſbiug of his chariots, aud at the rum- 
bling of his wheels, the fathers hal not look back unto ther children, 
Fir. feedleneſs of hands, 1 xlvii. 3. 

Not to mention the thunder- like ſound of the diction, and that 
in a language much leſs ſonorous than the original, appeal to eve- 
ry reader, whether the laſt circumſtance does not awaken the idea 
of ſo tremendaus a ſcene, and o horrible a dread, as no words can 
expreſs. Virgil has imitated the prophet's manner, in that very de-- 
licate deſcriptive toueb, where, repreſenting the prodigious alarm, 
excited by the yell of the infernal fury, he lays, 


| Et trepide matres preſere ad pe ora nals. 
That is, Each frighted mother claſped the infant to her flutier ng bo- 


om. | 

No one, I believe, need be informed, that the panic is painted 
' with a very ſuperior energy by the poct of heaven, In the Pagan's 
draught? the etfect of fear 7 from the coniiitution, and coincides 
with the bias of hnmanity : wherezs, in tke_prophet's picture, it 
'» eoupter-ats, it ſuſpends, it entirely gv - bears the tendereſt wor sings 
and ſtrongeſt propenſities of nature, though inſtigated, on one nd, 
by the moſt importunate calis of exquiſuc diſtreſs, and ſtimulated, 
2 the other, by all the ſolicitations of the molt yearniog compai- 

0, 
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in a ſtrain ſomewhat ſuperior to his character. As 
though the triumph of his heart had exalted his ſ:nti- 
ments, and ennobled his language. Nevertheleſs, for 
calmer ſcenes, and ſofter delights, we willingly leave 
him. | . 

The eye is pleaſed with the elegant gaiety of the 
parterre, the ear is ſoothed with the warbling melody 
of the grove; but grand objects, and the magnipcencr 
of things, charm and tranſport the whole man. The 
mind, on ſuch occaſions, ſeems to expand with the pro- 
ſpe, and ſecretly exults in the conſciouſneſs of her 
greatneſs. —Intent upon theſe large and excurſive views, 
our friends ſcarce advert to the minuter beauties, which 
addreſs them on every ſide. The ſwan with her ſnowy 
plumes,- and loftily bending head, amidſt all her ſu- 
perb air, and lordly ſtate, rows unnoticed by.—Equal!y 
unnoticed is both the array and the action of the duc; 
her gloſſy neck, and finely chequered wings ; her di- 
ving into the deep, or her darting up into day.—The 
ſwallow, ſkimming the air in wanton circles, or dip- 
ping her downy breaſt in the flood, courts their obſer- 
vation in vain. Nor could the finny ſhoals attract their 
regard, though they played. before the boat in ſportive 

chace; or, glancing quick to the ſurface, ſhewed their 

pearly coats bedropped with gold. —Thus they, enga- 
ged in ſublime ſpeculations, negle& inferior entertain - 
ments. And if the ſous of religion overlook the c- 


mutive, tranſient, deluſory forms of. pleaſure, which float 


on the narrow ſtream of time, or flit along the ſcanty 
bounds of ſenſe, it is only to contemplate and enjoy a 
'happineſs in their GOD, which is elevated, ſubſtantial, 


and immortal; Compared with which, whatever the 


eye can ſurvey, from pole to pole, from the riſing to 


the ſetting ſun, is a cockle- hell, a butterfly, a bubble. 


From this open and enlarged ſcene, they enter the 
ſkirts of a: vaſt, umbrageous, venerable .- On ei- 


ther ſide, the ſturdy and gigantic ſons of earth rear 


their aged trunks, and ſpread their branching arms. 
Trees, of every hardy make, and every majeſtic form, 
in agreeable diſorder, and with a wild kind of gran- 
deur, fill the. acrial. regions. The huge, , expanſive, 

| | roaming 


. 
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roaming boughs unite themſelves over the current, and 
diitfuſe their umbrage, broad and brown as evening.“ 


What folemn twilight ! what ſtupendous ſhades 
Enwrap theſe loneſome floods ? Thro' ev'ry nerve 
A ſacred horror thrills, a pleaſing fear 

. Glides ger the mind. 


The timorous deer ſtart at the claſhing of the waves. 
Alarmed with the unutual ſound, they look up, and 
gaze for a moment; then fly into covert, by various 
ways, and with precipitate ſpeed, vaniſhing, rather 
than departing from the glade. | 

How awful to reflect, as they ſteal along the ſhel- 
ving ſhores, and the mofs-grown-banks; as they glide 
under the pendent ſhades of quivering poplar, of whiſ- 
tling fir, and the folemn-ſounding foliage of the oak— 
Row awful to reflect; Theſe were the lonely hauna 
% of the Druids, two thouſand years ago! Amidit 
t theſe duſky mazes, and ſympathetic glooms, the 
« penſive ſages ſtrayed. Here, they ſought, they 
„ found, and, with all the ſolemnity of ſuperſtitious de- 
% yotion, they gathered their miſletoe“. Here, the 
& viſionary recluſes ſhunned the tumultuous ways of 
&© men, and traced the myſterious paths of Providence. 
« Here they explored the ſecrets of nature, and invo- 
% ked their fabled gods.“ ; 
Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden reverie of thought, 
ſometimes engaged in converſation on the ſolemn ap- 
pearance of things, the voyagers ſcarce perceive their 
progreſs. Before they are aware, this venerable ſcene 


| 7 1 
* If the reader pleaſes, he may ſee theſe pompous ſolemnities 
deſcribed io VANnreRn Prad. Ruſt. pag. 125, &c. Where the 
curious narrative of Pliny is embelliſhed with the harmonious 
numbers of Virgil —With regard to the reflections occaſioned by 
this account, the compliments laviſhed on the French, their religi- 
on and their monarch, I believe, the judicious Proteſtant will con- 
feſs with me, that. as our charming author has copied the language, 
and entered into the ſpirit of the ancients, he has alſo catched à 
tincture of their ſuperſtition ; imbibiog, together with a// their ele- 
gancies and graces, ſome of their fancitul and legendary levities. 


Verdm ubi plura niteut in carmine, uon ego pauc's 
Offendar maculis, Ho. 
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is loſt; and they find themſelves advanced upon the 
borders of a beautiſul laaun. The foreſt, retiring to 
the right-hand, in the ſhape of a creſcent, compoſed 
what Milton ſtyles, 4 A verdurous wall of ſtatelieſt aſ- 
« pect;“ and left, in the midſt, an n ſpace for the 
fourithing of herbage. 

Here, ſaid Theron, if you 3 we will alight, 
and leave the bearer of our faating ſedan to purſue his 
ceaſeleſs courſe to enrich the bon of other vallies, 
and lave the feet of other hills to viſit cities, and 
make the tour of counties to reflect the image of many 
a Y lendid ſtructure, which adorn his banks; and, what 


more amiable, to diſtribute, all along his winding 


journey, innumerable. conveniencies for man and beaſt: 
acquiring, the farther he goes, and the more benefits 
he confers, a greater depth, and a wider ſwell, to the 
ecmarkable confirmation of that beneficent maxim, 
There is that ſeattereth, yet increaſeth * ; 


And good, the. more 


| Communicated, more abundant proves. 


Mir rox. 


Theron and Aſpaſio, wukkiog nerd che ſpacious 
amphitheatre, ſeared themſelves at the extremity of the 
bend. Before them lay a verdant area, quite even, 
perfectly handſome ; but far from gay. Green was all 
the dreſs, without any mixture of gaudy flowers, or 
RED ing colours. Only, now- and-then, a: gentle 

reeze, ſcimming over the undulated mead, impreſſed 
a varying wavy gloſs, on its ſurface. The whole ſeem- 
ed to reſemble the decent and ſober ornaments of na- 
turer age, when it has put off the trappings, ' and bid 
adieu to the levities of youth. The broad tranſparent 
ſtream ran parallel with the lips + of the channel; and 
drew, as it were, a line of circumvallation, to guard 
the calm retreat. The water appeared, where thaded 


1 


with boughs, like a barrier of _— N a 


eee 3 10 


+ The Greek, which is above all languages 8 in its beau 
ti ful variety of compound words, very neatly expreſſes this appear” 
ance by—i70 ,? Th 72. 


open 
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open to the fun, like a mirror of flowing cryſtal. — 
The eaſtern edges of the river were barricaded with a 
kind of mountainous declivity, on whoſe rude and 
rocky ſides, a few ſtunted ſhrubs and ill-formed trees 
hung: among which the timorous rabbit burrowed, 
and the bearded goat browzed. Not far from the ſum- 
mit, two or three fountains guſhed, which, uniting 
their currents, as they trickled down the ſteep, formed 
a natural caſcade. Here, it was loſt in the ruſhy dells, 
or obſcured by the twiſting roots ; there, it burit again 
into view, and, playing full in the eye of day, looked 
like a ſheet of ſpouting filver. 

In this romantic retirement, ſaid Theron, we are 
quite ſequeſtered from ſociety. We ſeem to be in a 
world of our own ; and ſhanld almoſt be tempted to 
forget, that we are encompaſſed with a kindred ſpecies, 


did not the mu/ic of thoſe ſilver - tongued bells, poured 


from a' diſtant Reeple, and - gliding along the gentle 
ſtream, bring us news of human kind. 

Eſcaped from man, and his buſy walks, methinks, 
we are come to the houſe of tranquillity. Such: a deep, 
undiſturbed, compoſure reigns all around !—Irt is as if 
ſome auguſt perſonage was making his entrance, or 
ſome majeſtic being was upon the point to ſpeak, and 
all nature ſtood fixed in attentive expectation. No place 
better fitted to cheriſh, or to inſpire, a contemplative ſex. 
dateneſs. \ 1 

Awful ſolitude] how pleaſingly horrid is the aſpe& 
of things Before us, are ſhaggy rocks, and frowning 
precipices, with broken falls of water glittering through 
the cliffs. Unwrought, hoary grottoes, ancient as the 
deluge ! yawning, gloomy caverns, where fancy ſhud- 
ders, as ſhe enters !— round ts, are “ the trees of 
«the LORD.” Trees, which the hand of the MOST 
HIGH hath planted, and which ſeem to be coeval with 
the world. Who can forbear admiring their ſimplicity 
and grandeur; the noble plainneſs of their verdure, 
1 prodigious ſtatekneſs of their growth; their 
Rtupendous bulk, and venerable ſnadess | 

What a ſpeck are our gardens, and what a me 
dwarf are our groves, compared with theſe unconfin- 
ed, vaſt plantations ?—Here is none of your nice ex- 

| - | NF | actneſs, 
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actneſs, but all is irregularly and wildly great. Here 
are no traces of the ſhears, nor any footſteps of the 
ſpade, but the handy-work of the DEITY is apparent 


in all. Give me the ſcenes, which diſdain the puny aſ- 


ſiſtance of art, and are infinitely ſuperior to the low 
toils of man. Give me the ſcenes, which ſcorn to 77 
our attention with a little borrowed ſpruceneſs © 
ſhape ; but, by their own native dignity, command our 
regard. I love the proſpects, which, the moment they 
are beheld, ſtrike the ſoul with veneration, or tranſport 
it with wonder, which cry aloud, in the ear of reaſon, 
Aſeribe ye greatneſt unts our GOD *.—Such, I think, 
in a very eminent degree, is the foreſt ; 

? 


s High avaving ver tbe kills, 
Or to the vaſt horizon wide diffus'd, 
A boundleſs deep immenſity of ſhade. 


- Aſp. Solomon's refined genius ſeems to have been 
fond of the ſame ſituation, and delighted with the ſame 
objects. Therefore, at a great expence, and in the 
moſt curious taſte, he built the houſe of the foreſt. — 
Ifaiah's divine imagination was charmed with the ſame 
grand ſpectacle. More frequently than any of the 
Prophets he derives his illuſtrations from it. One 
compariſon I particularly remember. Speaking of the 
Aſſyrian king, and his military forces, he likens them 
to ſuch an . of trees; numerous, as their a- 
mazing multitudes; frong, as their maſſy trunks; yet, 
numerous and potent as they were, they ſhould all be 
brought low, and laid in the duſt. For behold he 
LORD, the LORD of Haft ſhall lap the bough with ter- 
ror, and the high ones of flature ſhall be hewn down, and 
the haughty [ſhall be humbled; and he ſhall cut down the 
thickets of his foreſt with iron, and Lebanon fhall fall ly 
a mighty one F. | 
| Then 


2 Deut. xxxii. 3. 

+ Tfai. x. 33, 34. In this prediction, concerning the deſt ruction 
of Senarherib's army, the prophet is remarkably exact, and no leſs 
beautiful. The high ones of ſtature; the nobles and prircipal offi- 
cers, who, amidſt all their grand equipage and majeſtic deport- 
ment, reſemble the moſt ſtately trees.— Ihe haugbiy chicfs, of 


5 


— 
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Then he paſſes, by a moſt beautiful tranſition, to his 
darling topic, the redemption of ſinners. He gives 
us, together with one of the fineſt contraſts * imagi- 
nable, a view of the MESSIAH and his great ſalva- 
tion. When all thoſe lofty cedars are levelled with the 

ound, there ſhall come a rod, a ſingle ſlender twig 


hall ſpring /rom the ſtem of Jeſe F Which, notwith- 


ſtanding its mean original, and unpromiſing appear- 
ance, ſhall rear its head to the ſkies, and extend its 
ſhade to. the ends of the earth. 

Ther. You do well, Aſpaſio, to recal my roving 
thoughts. "This magnificent ſolitude had captivated my 
imagination, and I was giving a looſe to the uſual ſal- 


lies of my fancy. But, with a willing compliance, I 


turn to a more excellent ſubject.— Only I malt affure 
you, that your remark awakens a painful idea in my 
mind, though a joyful one in your own. For, my 
hopes, which were once high and lifted up,- are now 
too much like that devoted proſtrate foreſt. - 

A/p. My dear Theron, give me leave. to ſay, they 
were never rightly founded, never built on the foun- 
dation of the goſpel, which, inſtead of directing us 
what to do, in order to obtain acceptance with GOD, 
ſets before us all that is eequiſite for this great end, as 


their paſt victories; preſuming on future conqueſts q and elated, in 


their own imagination, like cedars, towering to the ſkies—Theſe 
forall be hewn down from their elevation and dignity; they 
ſharl be humbled; deeply abaſed, and reduced to duſt and worms.— 
And HE ſhall cut down the thickets, the common ſoldiers, not un- 
like the ſhrubs and underwood of a foreſt. A promiſcuous multi- 
tude of people, who have no other diſtinction, than that of being 
arranged into troops —And Lebanon, this gives us a view of the 
leaders and ſldiers united, under arms, and formed in battle ar- 
ray. In this view they appear formidable, and may ſeem invinci- 
ble. Yet ſhall they fall by a mighty one. The LORD, by a migh- 
ty angel excelling ia ſtrength, hall fell them to the ground; ſhall 


deſtroy them eaſily and utterly —eaſily, as the woodman, with his, 


ſharpened axe, /ops a ſingle boygh—utterly, as all the twigs, when 
once the trunk is ſevered from the root, wither, decay, and die. 

This fine contraſt, and that artful tranſition, are, by the inju- 
dieious diviſion of the two chapters, very much obſcured, if not 
quite loſt, to many readers. The chapters, I think, ſhould by no 
means be ſeparated ; but the tenth and the eleventh, as a continu- 
ation of the ſame prophecy, ſhould be united. 

7 Iſai. xi. 3. 


Vor. II. 8 1 | already 
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already done and completed by JESUS CHRIST. 
'Your hopes were a mere ſyſtem of feit-dependence ; 
and what you thought 


— A real good, 


Nought elſe but vanity miſunderſtood. 


They were, what Shakeſpear calls, the baſeleſr fabrietf 
a viſion. Now the ſhadowy and tranſient are vaniſhed, 
that ſolid hopes and everlaſting joys may ſucceed. Let 
them reſt on CHRIST, the infinitely glorious RE- 
DEEMER, and they ſhall never be overthrown, ne- 
ver be demoliſhed any more, 

Calt a look upon yonder ivy. What can be more 
feeble? It has not ſtrength enough to withſtand the 
flighteſt blait. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own weight 
would cruth it to the earth. Yet, by twining around 
the oak, how high it riſes, and how firm it ſtands! An 
emblem of our ſtate, and a pattern for our imitation. — 
So let us, who in ourſelves are nothing, of ourſelves 
can do nothing, let us fly to CHRIST, rely on 
CHRIST, and, as Barnabas (that true ſon of conſo- 
lation) ſpeaks, Cleave to the LORD JESUS CHRIST 

with full purpoſe of heart *. Let us determine to know 
nothing, to deſire nothing, to depend on nothing, but 
JESUS CHRIST, and him crucified. Let this be 
the motto for our faith, this the language of our ſouls ; 
CHRIST is all. Then ſhall our virtues, though hi- 
therto ſmitten with a blaſt, revive as the corn. Then 
ſhall our kopes, though in themſelves weaker than the 
ivy, mount like the cedars. 

| Ther, Yon can hardly imagine how a ſenſe of guilt 
and unworthineſs oppreſſes my mind. I am often diſ- 
couraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be ſteadfaſt in 
Faith, or joy ful through hope. "FI 

Aſp. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD Almigh- 
ty's power, by the grace of the goſpel, can bring to 
paſs theſe deſirable effects. And hear what the prophet 
ſays farther upon the charming topic which introdu- 
ced our diſcourſe. Whenever the eloquent Ifaiah un- 
derta kes to diſplay a truth, he gives it all the energy, 


* AGEs xi. 23. 


all 
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all the beauty, and every heightening touch which it is 


capable of „ humble thoot, ſpringing 
from the ſtem ot Jeſſe, ſhall riſe to ſuch a pitch of ele- 
vation, that it jhall be conſpicuous far and near, and 
fland fer an enſign: of the people. It ſhall be ſeen, not 
like a beacon upon the top of a hill, by the Ifraelites 
only, or the natives of a ſingle territory; but like the 
great luminaries of heaven, ſhall be viſible in every 
country, and by the whole inhabited world. — Te ? 
ſhall the Gentiles ſeek ; not ouly from the remoteſt, but 
from the moſt barbarous and idolatrous climes. Theſe, 
even theſe perſons, thongh ſavage in their nature, and 
deteſtable in their manners, ſhall be freely admitted: 
ſhall find reſt and refreſhment under his thadow. Nay, - 
the refreſhment which he yields, and the comfort which 
they receive, {ha}l be not ſeaſonable only, but of fore- 
reign efficacy; his re/i ſhall-be glerious ; ſhall be at- 
tended with perſect ſecurity ; ſhall be productive of e- 
very good, and iſſue in everlaſting joy. 

rom this we learn, that all the bleſſings of CHRIS Tes 
mediation are deſigned for Gentiles; for the moſt a- 
bandoned and molt abominable ſinners.— That they are 
ſo full and conſummate, as to create a calm of tran- 
quillity, a glorious ref, even in the moſt troubled, af- 
ficted, guilty conſciences. And I dare challenge my 
Theron's miſgiving mind, to ſpecify any want which is 
not ſupplied, any grievance which is not redrefled, by 
the righteouſneſs of JESUS: CHRIST. I formerly 
encountered your otedions, let me now combat your 


feruples. 


Her. Sometimes I have a deep and difretfſing con- 
viction of my extreme ſinfulneſs.— Tis like a fore bur- 
den, too heavy for me to bear. —'Tis like the vileſt 
filth, and renders me odious to myſelf; how much- 
more lothſome to the all-ſeeing eye — It appears like 
2 debt of ten thouſand talents, and I have nothing, no, 
not any thing to pay.— Then I experience, what the 
Pſalmiſt ſo pathetically laments; My fins have taken 
uch hold upon-me, that 1 am not able to laat up + yea, they 
ave more in number than the hairs of my head, and my 


+ Ifai. xi. 10. 
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already done and completed by JESUS CHRIST. 
' Your hopes were a mere ſyſtem of feit-dependence ; 


and what you thought 


— — 4 real good, 
Nought elſe but vanity miſunderſtood. 


They were, what Shakeſpear calls, the baſele/r fabrieff 
a viſion. Now the ſhadowy and tranſient are vaniſhed, 
that ſolid hopes and everlaſting joys may ſucceed. Let 
them reſt on CHRIST, the infinitely glorious RE- 
DEEMER, and they ſhall never be ov wn, ne- 
ver be demoliſhed any more. 

Caſt a look upon yonder ivy. What can 
feeble? It has not ſtrength enough to withſtand the 
flighteſt blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own! weight 
would cruth it to the earth. Vet, by twining around 
the oak, how high it riſes, and how fifm it ſtands! An 
emblem of our ſtate, and a pattern for our imitation.— 
So let us, who in ourſelves are nothing, of ourſelves 
can do nothing, let us fly ro CHRIST, rely on 
CHRIST, and, as Barnabas (that true ſon of conſo- 
lation) ſpeaks, Cleave to the LORD JESUS CHRIST 

wwith full purpoſe of heart. Let us determine to know 
nothing, to deſire nothing, to depend on nothing, but 
JESUS CHRIST, and him crucified. Let this be 
the motto for our faith, this the language of our ſouls; 
CHRIST is all. Then ſhall our virtues, though hi- 
therto ſmitten with a blaſt, revive as the corn, Then 
ſhall our kopes, though in themſelves weaker than the 
ivy, mount like the cedars. 

Ter. You can hardly imagine how a ſenſe of guilt 
and unworthineſs oppreſſes my mind. I am often diſ- 
couraged, and cannot bring myſelf to be ſteadfaſt in 
Faith, or joy ful through hope. "1 Op 

Aſp. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GOD Almigh- 
5 power, by the grace of the goſpel, can bring to 
paſs theſe deſirable effects. And hear what the prophet 
ſays farther upon the charming topic which introdu- 
ced our diſcourſe. Whenever the eloquent Iſaiah un- 
derta kes to diſplay a truth, he gives it all the energy, 


all 
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all the beauty, and every heightening touch which it is 
capable of receiving.— This humble thoot, ſpringing 
from the ſtem ot Jeſſe, ſhall riſe to ſuch a pitch of ele- 
vation, that it jhall be conſpicuous far and near, and 
fland for an enſiy'r: of the people. It ſhall be ſeen, not 
like a beacon upon the top of a hill, by the 1fraclites 
only, or the natives of a fingle territory; but like the 
great luminaries of heaven, ſhall be viſible in every 
country, and by the whole inhabited world.—Tz = 

all the Gentiles ſeek ; not ouly from the remoteſt, bur 
from the moſt barbarous and idolatrous climes. "Theſe, - 
even theſe perſons, thongh ſavage in their nature, and 
deteſtable in their manners, ſhall be freely admitted : 
ſhall find reſt and refreſhment under his thadow. Nay, - 
the refreſhment which he yields, and the comfort which 
they receive, ſhall be not ſeaſonable only, but of fore- 
reign efficacy; his re/i ſhall be glorious ; ſliall be at- 
tended with perſect ſecurity ; ſhall be productive of e- 
very good, and iſſue in everlaſting joy. 

From this we learn, that all the bleſſings of CHRIS T's 
mediation are deſigned for Gentiles; for the moſt a- 
bandoned and molt abominable ſinners.— That they are 
ſo full and conſummate, as to create a calm of tran- 
quillity, a glorious reft, even in the molt troubled, af- 
ficted, guilty conſciences. And I dare challenge my 
Theron's miſgiving mind, to ſpecify any want which is 
not ſupplied, any grievance which is not redreſſed, by 
the righteouſneſs of JESUS: CHRIST, I formerly 
encountered your ofjediohs, let me now combat your 


feruples. : 


er. Sometimes I have a deep and diſtreſſing con- 
viction of my extreme ſinfulneſs.— Tis like a fore bur- 
den, too heavy for me to bear. — Tis like the vileſt 
filth, and renders me odious to myſelf; how much 
more lothſome to the all- ſeeing eye ?—It appears like 
a debt of ten thouſand talents, and I have nothing, no, 
not any thing to pay.—Then I experience, what the 
Pſalmiſt ſo pathetically laments; My fins have taten 
fuch hold upon me, that I am not able to look up yea, they 
are more in number than the hairs of my head, and my 
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heart is ready to fail ; my hopes are upon the point to 


expire. 

Aſp. Then, Theron, fly to that juſt and righteous 
ONE, who is the ſtrength of our hearts, the life of 
our hopes, and our portion for ever. 

If fin is a fore burden, look unto CHRIST, who 
bore it all, in his own body on the tree; and removed, 
entirely removed that” tremendous load, which would 
otherwiſe have ſunk the whole world into the nether- 
molt hell. —If fin renders us „th, let us have recourſe 
to that blood of ſprinkling, which cleanſes, not from a 
jew ſtains only, but from all guilt. By which the moſt 
defiled tranſgreſſors become ſair as the faireſt woo! 
nay, whiter than the virgin ſnows *.—If fin is a debt +, 
ſubjecting us to wrath, and binding us over to puniſh- 
ment; let us confide in that gracious SURETY, who 
has taken the debt upon himſelf, and made it all his 
own : and not only ſo, but has paid it; paid it to the 
uttermoſt farthing, to the very laſt mite. So that ju- 
Lice itſelf can demand no more. 

Let me confirm and illuftrate this comfortable truth, 
by a ſcriptural ſimilitude. No ſimilitudes are more ex- 
act, and none ſo ſtrihing. I have (not you, by your 
penitential exerciſes; but I, by my free grace, 
ha ve) blotted out as a thick cloud your tranſęreſiont, and 
as a cloud your fins t. A little while ago, the whole 
expanſe of yonder ſky was covered with clouds. No- 
thing could more ſtrongly repreſent a multitude of cor · 
ruptions beſieging the heart, and a multitude of iniqui- 
ties overſpreading the life, —But where is, now, that 


* Pal. li. 9. 
I By theſe three images, the Pſalmiſt difplays the horrible nature, 
and deſtructive malignity of fin ; together with the free grant and 
invalaable worth of the forgivene!s, which is in CHRIST JESUS. 
Bed is he whoſe tranſgreſſian, as an unſupportable load, (M2) i 
bare or taken away; whoſe ſin, as being the moſt abominable fil h, 
(a) is covered; unto whom the LORD impuleib not, (uri u) 
tnat moſt ruinous of all debts, ix iguity.— It is pleaſing and iuſtruc- 
tive to obſerve the vehemence and the ardour, with which the royal 
penitent ſpeaks on this favourite topic. He breaks ont with a Kind 
ot holy «bruptnefs, and pours his foul in a wartety of the warweſt 
expreflions, A“ one who thought, he could not poſſivly enter upon 
the ſubject /oo ſorr, or dwell upon it 4 Jong. Plal, Xxxii. 1, 2. 
x " | $ UM. WI 24: a 
1 immenſe 
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immenſe arrangement oNploomy vapours ! The ſun has 
ſhone them, and the wind has ſwept them clean away. 
There are none, neither great nor ſmall, remaining. 
From one end of the wide extended hemilphere to the 
other, we ſee nothing but the clear and beautiful blue 
of the firmament. So, ſaith the SPIRIT of GOD to 
the ſinner that believes; / totally is your guilt, howe- 
ver horrid and enormous, done away through the dy- 

Ther. It is not poſſible to conceive, nor will the 
whole creation afford, a more exquiſitely fine compart- 
ſon. Nothing can ſo emphatically deſcribe” the moſt 
prodigious multitude, entirely obliterated, without the 
leaſt trace of their former exiſtence.— When a ſtain is 
taken from our garments, the defilement is removed, 
but the fine native gloſs never returns. When a wound 
is healed in our fleſhy the gaſh is cloſed up, but ſome 
blemiſh or "ſcar always remains. Whereas, when a 
cloud is bruſhed away from the iky, not only the tran- 
ſient blot diſappears, but-the delicate expanſe, the - li- 
«© ving ſapphire”, is as glofly and brilliant as ever“. 
But I am not only chargeable with paſt iniquities; I 
am alio liable to daily mitearriages. I relapſe into fin, 
and when I would do good, evil is preſent with me.— 
Nay, my beſt hours are not free from ſinful infirmities, 


i 


* © There ſeems to be an exaftneſs and a delicacy in the prophet's 
eompatiſon, which neither Theron nor Aſpaſio have obſerved. The 
gradation I mean; the beautiful and comfortable grad tion, in the 
ſenſe of hoſe worde, pw ay: which, I think, ſhould be tranfla- 
ted nubes, nuhec dla; as a thick cloud, yea, as a thin cloud. 
© Leſt wibelicf ſhould objeck to the firſt clauſe; A body of thick 
clouds, diffuſed over the whole (ky, is a (allen and obftinate 
„ thiag. It fits decp, hangs heavy, and will not eaſily yield, ei- 
** ther to the ſun, or to the wind.” The LORD is pleaſed to an- 
ticipate and prevent the objection, by adding 1 will Not out, ar 4 
** thin cloud, thy tranſgreſſions. Be they ever ſo numerous, before 
% my uubouaded grace, and the infinite merits of thy SAVIOUR's 
death, they ſhall be as the morning cloud, (Hoſ. vi. 4.) which 
*« ſoon paſicth away; they ſhall be as the detached cloud, (Gen. ix. 
% 14, 15. Heb, Bib.) which the gentle gale diſlodges from the ſir- 
„ mament.“ N 
Sec Hol. xiti. 3. where the word py makes one, in a group of the 
fineſt images that ever were exhibited to the eye of the mind. Fi- 
veſt and moſt pictureſque, to repreſent an ante, tranſitory, vas 


#:ſving condition. 
803 . ner 
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nor my beſt duties from ſinful imperfections: which” 
like a worm at the core of the fruit, eat away the vi- 
gour, and tarniſh the beauty of my ſervices. 

Aſp. Becauſe through the frailty of your mortal na- 
ture, you cannot always ſtand upright ; becauſe even 
the ut man falleth daily, and daily contracteth defile- 
ment; therefore a fountain is opened for fin and for un- 
 cleanneſs *, The blood and atonement of CHRIST 
are compared to a heavenly fountain, in which pollu- 
ted ſinners may waſh daily, waſh hourly, and be con- 
ſtantly, perfefly clean.—A ciſſern may fail, may be 
broken or exhauſted ; but it is the property of a real 
fountain never to be dried up, always to yield its wa- 
ters. Such is the efficacy of CHRIST's death! Not 
to be diminiſhed by univerſal and by inceſſant uſe. It 
removes the iniquity of the land f. It takes away the jin 
of the world F. It is new, for our application every 
morning ; new, for this blefſed purpoſe, every moment. 
On which account, it makes complete proviſion for our 
cleanſing, our reſtoration, and our comfort. —Abolith- 
ing our daily, hourly, momentary miſcarriages, as 
thoroughly, as theſe ſun-beams overcome and diſſipate 
the ſhades of night. Eſpecially, as this blood is not 
only ſovereign in- its virtue, and always free for our 
approach, but is ever pleaded by a great HIGH- 
PRIEST in our behalf. Therefore, the inſpired ca- 
fuiſt directs us to % ſource of conſolation, under all 
the upbraidings of conſcience, and amidit all the re- 
mains of inbred depravity. / any man fin, we have 
an advocate with the FATHER, JESUS CHRIST the 
righteous, and he is the propitiatien for our fins g. 

We ; St. John reckons himſelf in the number of thoſe 
frail offending creatures, who ſtand in need of CHRIST 
as a perpetual interceſſor: this is written, not to en- 
courage us in the commiſſion of ſin, but that we may 
be the leſs diſcouraged under a ſenſe of our infirmities. 
We have, not we poſſibly may, but we actually have. 
A ſoul burthened with guilt cannot be ſatisfied, cannot 
be caſed with a bare perhaps ; it is therefore poſitively 


Zech. xiii. 2. I Zech. ill. 9. 4 John i. 29. 
$ 1 John ii. 1. 2 Is 
affirmed, 
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affirmed, as a matter of eſtabliſhed certainty, of which 
we ſhould not admit a doubt. We have for our advo- 
cate, not a mean perſon, but HIM who received an il- 
luſtrious teſtimony from the moſt excellent glory, This 
is my beloved SON *.—Not a guilty perſon, who ſtands 
in need of pardon for himſelf, but JESUS CHRIST, 
the divinely, the ſupremely, the only righteous One.— 
Not a mere petitioner, who relies upon liberality or 
mercy, but who has merited, fully merited, whatever he 
aſks in behalf of his clients: being the propitiation far 
our /ins ; having paid our ranſom, and purchaſed our 
peace, —[n contequence of which, He claim rather 
than aſks our renewed, our irrevokable forgiveneſs. — 
This he claims, not from an unrelenting judge, but 
from his FATHER and our FATHER.—And can 
ſuch a plea meet with a repulſe ? Can ſuch an advocate 
miſcarry in his ſuit : If the prophets of old were rec- 
koned the chariot of Ifrael, and the horſemen thereof t; be- 
caule, like their anceſtor Jacob, they had power with 
GOD, and prevailed in prayer: O! what a defence, 
what a ſecurity, is the ſublimely excellent, and ever- 
prevailing interceſſion of JESUS CHRIST! | 

« Your ſervices, you complain, are tarniſhed and 
« defective. — Then, my dear friend, renounce them 
in point of confidence, and gladly receive, cordially 
embrace, the all- perfect righteouſneſs of your LORD. 
The law makes nothing perfect. Your own conformity 
to its precepts can never fit you for heaven, never give 
you peace of conſcience. Hither if we look for any 
of theſe deſirable bleſſings, we are like thoſe travellers, 
who look for the fruits of Eden in the deſerts of Ara- 


* z Pet. i. 1. 

+ 2 Kings ii. 12. xiii. 14. There is a peculiar beauty, and moſt 
appolite ſigniſicaney, in this proverbial ſaying, as uſed by the an- 
cient Iſraelites. Horſes and chariots were deemed, in thoſe ages, the 
principal ſtrength of the battle, the moſt formidable apparatus of 
war, Of theſs the Ifraclites were entirely deſtitute. Their GOD 
had expreſsly forbidden them to multiply horſes; and we never read 
of their bringing any conſiderable number of cavalry into the held. 
But, fo long as Sep enjoyed the preſence of their prophets, they 
wanted not this arm of fleſh : they had more than an equivalent 
for ſquadrons of horſe, and chariots of iron, in the fervent, the 
effeftual prayers of thoſe holy men of GOD. 


bia. 
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bia. But our LORD JESUS CHRIST, by one obla- 
tian, has ferſected for ever them that are ſanctiſſed. 

By the obl/ation of Himſelf, which was grand, in- 
conceivably 2 and of infinite efficacy, being en- 
nobled by all the glories of the GODHEAD.— On 
which account it needed no repetition; it was incapa- 
ble of any» augmentation; it is all- ſufficient, though 
but one. — By this immenſely efficacious ſacrifice He 
hath per fected. What are we to underſtand by this ex- 

eſſion? The epiſtle to the Coloſſians informs us. He 
Hath rendered them unblameable and unreproveable in hi- 
fight. To be free from blame, without any cauſe of 
juſt reproof, chargeable with no failure, is not this a 
ſtate of perfection — And this, not merely before a 
human or angelic ſcrutiny, but in his fight ; before that 
all-penetrating Eye, which ſearcheth the hearts; be- 
fore that moſt pure Eye, which cannot behold iniquity.— 
This perſection, effected by our REDEEMER's ſatis- 
faction, is not barely for a day, or a ſeaſon; it-knews 
no intermiſſion z it continues r ever. Not like the 

een hue which vernal ſuns have imparted to theſe 
ke and plants; but like the blue Jluttre-which the 
Almighty Fiat gave to yonder expanſe of the ſkies. 

Ther. What meaneth the following expreſſion? Me- 
thinks that damps my hopes. If I thould not be in 
the number of the ſanctified, this text ſpeaks no com- 
fort to me. | | 
- Aſp. Thoſe that are ſandtified, ſays an eminent cri- 
tic, ſignify . thoſe who are endued with the evan- 
gelical ſanctification“ . Which conſiſts in the holi- 
neſs, the obedience, the death of CHRIST, imputed 
to them, and received by faith; whereby they are 
cleanſed from all their filthineſs, and conſtituted righte- 
dus: in the preſence of GOD.—It is pretty evident, 
that the apoſtle cannot intend the righteouſneſs of 
works, or inherent holineſs, becauſe that is always im- 
perfect. Of that, David cries out, in the language of 
deſpondeney, Enter not into judgment with thy fervant. 
And affigns this reaſon for his requeſt ; i» by ght, 
and in this reſpect, ao man living ſhall be ju/tified, or 


| © See STOC tus on the word ayiel. . | 
- found * 
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found perfect. No, nothing can claim that character 
before HIM who dwelleth in light inacceſſible, but on- 
ly the work, the ſufferings, the righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST. Theſe therefore, and theſe only, can make 
the comers thereunts perfect. 

I have ſomewhere ſeen, painted upon a flat ſurface, 
an aukward and diſagreeable countenance. Nothing 
was regular, nothing gracetul, but every feature dit- 
proportionate. Yet this very face, reflected from a cy 
lindrical mirror, has put off its deformity ; the linea- 
ments were reformed and well adjuſted ; ſymmetry con- 
nected every part, and beauty ſmiled throughout the 
whole.—Like the former our virtues appear, when 
compared with the immaculate purity of GOD, or the 
ſublime perfection of his law. But they acquire the 
amiableneſs of the /atter, when preſented to the FA- 
THER by our divine MEDIATOR, when recom- 
mended by his moſt precious oblation, and accepted in 
the BELOVED®. ; 
Milton, taking his hint from the Revelation of St. 
John, repreſents our great HIGH-PRIEST, in this 

lorious and delightful attitude. Repreſents Him, of- 
a. up the ſupplications and penitential duties of our 
firſt parents; purifying and perfuming them with the 
incenſe of his own merits, aan interceding before 
the throne: 


See, FATHER! what firſt fruits on earth are ſprung 
From thy implanted grace in man ! Theſe jighs 

And prayers, which in this golden cenſer mix'd 

With incenſe, I thy PRIEST before Thee bring. 


* They, the perſons and performances of frail men, ſhall come up | 
With acceplance on mine altar, fa.th the LOKD, Ifai. 'Ix. . Whic 

is explained by St. Peter's (omment; Ye are an holy prieſibeod, to 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices, accepteble unt» GOD by FESUS CHRIST, 
1 Pet. ii. 5. And (till farther aſcertained by St. Paul's practice, 
who, when he addreſſes the MAJESTY of heaven with any peti- 
tion, or preſents the tribute of praife, preſumes not to do either the 
one or the other, but on the appointed altar, or in the bleſſed ME- 
DIATOR's name: becauſe, ſecluded from this grand recommen- 
dation, they would be offenſive to the awful IEHOVAH, “ as 
* ſmoke iu his noſtrils; accompauicd with it, they are acceptable, 
** as the ſweet-{melling incenſe. & | 


eU 
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— Now therefore bend thine ear 

To ſupplication ; hear his fighs though mute ! ? 

Unſtilful with what words to pray, let ME 
Interpret for Him; M his advocate 

And propitiation. All his works on ME, 

Good, or not govd, ingraft : MY merit thoſe 

Shall perſect; and for theſe MY death ſhall pay. 


The poet's words are very emphatical. Yet words 
can no more expreſs the prevalence of our LORD's ne- 
gotiaion, than the picture of the ſun can diffuſe its 
ſplendor, or convey its warmth.— Though our poor per- 
formances are rendered acceptable by this prevailing 
interceſſor, let us never forget, that His works, ſu- 
premely righteous and incomparably excellent, are the 
cauſe of our ſalvation. By i, works I am juſtified ; 

by hit works I am ſaved. They are my plea ; and can 
there be a more ſubſtantial one ? They are my boalt ; 
and can there be a more rational one ? 

Ther. When I look on myſeif, and my religious obli- 
2 I find that my ſpiritual wants are many. I 

ave many duties to diſcharge, and many temptations 
to withſtand. I have many corruptions to mortify, 
and many graces to cultivate. Yet have I no ſtock, 
and no ſtrength of my own. | 

Aſp. I rejoice that my Theron is ſenſible of his own 
indigence. The good EORD keep us both, in this 
reſpect, as little children, whoſe whole dependence is 
upon their nurſe's care, or their parent's bounty! Then 
may we, having ſuch a ſenſe of our poverty, and ha- 
ving a great HIGH-PRIEST over the houie of GOD, 
come boldly to the throne of grace. We may apply, 
through the righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST, for all 
needſul ſuccour, and for every deſirable bleſſing.ä— If 
Solomon could ſay, LORD, remember David, and a 
bis trouble: if Moſes could fay, LORD, remember A- 
braham, Tſaac, and Facob, thy ſervants : how much 
more confidently may we ſay, © LORD, remember 
« JESUS, the ſon of thy love! Remember JESUS 
«+ and all his ſufferings ; JESUS, and all his merits. 


*-MiL10N, Book xi. I. 22, Cc. 


} 
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„ Shall hey be ſent empty away, who have their SA- 
« VIOUR's obedience and death to plead ? ””—No ve- 
rily. Though they are altogether unworthy in them- 
ſelves, yet worthy is the LAMB that was ſlain, for 
whoſe fake their petitions ſhould be granted, and their 
every neceſſity ſupplied. 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and encoura- 
ging portion of Scripture, which you may look upon, 
under all your wants, as charte blanche put into your 
hand by GOD all-ſufficient. It gives you full liberty 
to alk what you need, and good ground to expect what 
you aſk. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter 
into the holieft by the blood of FESUS ; by a new and 
living way which he has conſecrated for us, through the veil, 
that is to ſay, his fleſh; and having an HIGH-PRIEST 
over the houſe of GOD, let us draw near with à true 
heart, in full aſſurance of faith *. 

The apoſtle, in this place, and throughout this whole 
epiltle, alludes to the Moſaic ordinances, in order to 
thew, that the privileges of the Chriſtian diſpenſation 
were typified by, yet are greatly ſuperior to, thoſe of 
the Jewiſh.— Among the Jews, none but the high- 
pricf was permitted to ſet a foot within the holy of ho- 
lies, and he only on the ſolemn day of expiation. 
Whereas, all Chriſtians are allowed to enter into the 
immediate preſence of the Moſt High GOD, may have 
the neareſt acceſs to HIM, who dwells in the heaven 
of heavens; and this, not once in the year only, but 
at all times, and on all occaſions.— The high-prieſt ne- 
ver made that awful approach, but with the blood of 
a ſlaughtered animal. We have blood of infinitely rich- 
er value, to atone for our failings, and recommend our 
addreſſes, even the blood of the cruciffed FESUS.— 
Aaron entered through the veil of the temple ; a way, 
which was ſoon to become antiquated, and for ever to 
be aboliſhed. We enter by a far more noble way; 
by the fleſh of our bleſſed REDEEMER, given as a 
propitiatory ſacrifice for our fins.—Which way is both 
ug u and living; ſuch as never waxes old, will ſubſiſt 


* Heb. x. 19, 10, 27, 22. 
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to the end of time, and leads to eternal life. Truſt- 


ing in this ſacrifice, and entering by this way, which 
are conſecrated on purpoſe for our uſe, we may not only 
draw near, but draw near 7th b-/dneſs, with an hum- 
ble filial confidence; and preſent our ſupplications with 
aſſurance of faith—with ul aſſurance of faith, 

How ſtrong is the contraſt, and how fine the gra- 
dation! How precious the doctrine, and how free the 
privilege ! What ſhall we fear, if we believe this doc- 
trine? What can we lack, if we improve this privi- 
lege ?—And why ſhould we not belicve the former, 
why ſhould we not improve the latter? Since they both 
are founded, not on any excellent endowments, not on 
any recommending actions of our own, but purely, ſolely, 
entirely on the blood of JESUS CHRIST. | 

Ther. There may come ſeaſons of deſertion, when all 
graces are languid, if not dead; when the light of 
GOD?'s countenance is ſuſpended, if not turned into 
darkneſs; and the man is more like a liteleſs log, than 
a zealous Chriſtian. Theſe frames of mind I have 
heard mentioned, and I begin to know ſomething of 
them by experience. | | 
Aſp. Then, Theron, when you wall in darkneſs, and 
fee no light of ſenſible comfort, fru in the name, the 
unchangeable grace, of the LORD; and ſtay upn the 
righteouſneſs, the conſummate righteouſneſs, of your 
GOD *. This, you ſee, is not barely my advice, but 
the direction of an infallible guide.—This agrees alſo 
with the character of a real Chriltian, as it is moſt ex- 
actly drawn by an unerring pen. We rejoice in CHRIST 
FESUS, and have no confidence in the fleſh+ ; no reli- 

: | | ance 


| * Iſai. 1 10. £4 
+ Phil. iii. 3. Exact iy drawn— Perhaps, there is nowhere ex- 
tant a finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a -prfture of the true 
Chriſtian,  *Tis in miniature, I own ; but it comprehends all 
the maſter lines, and every diſtinguiſhing feature. We are they, 
who worſhip GOD in the ſpirit ; with the ſpiritual homage of a re- 
reued heart; with faith, love, reſignation. And rejoice in CHRIST 
* in Him look for all our acceptance with GOD ; from 
im derive all the peace of our minds; and on Him place all the 
hope of our final felicity. And hare no confidence in the fleſh ; er 
any thing whatever, that ſeemed excellent in man, Renouncing 
, | ourſelves, 
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ance on any thing of our own, either for preſent joy, 
or future glory. What CHRIST has' done, is that 
which pleaſes GOD. What CHRIST has done, is 
that which quiets our conſciences, and cheers our 
hearts. It is the glorious robe of #1s righteouſneſs 
which covers our fins, and adorns our perſons ; which 
renders us completely and eternally righteous before 
_ GOD himſelf; and gives us a ſure, an unalienable ti- 
tle to the bleſſedneſs of heaven. 

To rely on the elevation of our ſpirits, or the en- 
largement of our devotion, is like building our houſe 
upon the ce: which may abide for a ſeaſon; but, 
upon the firſt alteration of weather, ceaſes to be a foun- 
dation, and becomes water that runneth apace:» where- 
as, to derive our conſolation from the MEDIA TOR's 
righteouſneſs, and JEHOVAH's faithfulneſs, is to 
build our edifice upon the rack, which may not be re- 
moved, but ftandeth faſt for ever. The former of theſe, 
even amidſt all our changes, is invariably the ſame. 
The latter, notwithſtanding all our unworthineſs, is in- 
violably ſure. Therefore, the uit of that righteouſ- 
neſs is peace, and the efed of this faithfulneſs is, if not 
rapturous joy, yet guietneſt and aſſurance for ever *, 

So that when it 1s winter in my ſoul, and there lies 
a dearth on all my ſenſible delights, I would till ſay 


with the Pſalmiſt ; © Why art thou diſquieted, O my ſoul? 


« CHRIST is the ſame amidſt all thy derelictions. He 
« i a green fir-treef, which never loſes its verdure. 
« Under his ſhadow thou mayſt always find repoſe. 


« We have peace with GOD, not becauſe we feel 


« this or that holy emotion in our breaſts : not becauſe 
« we are conſcious of any difference between ourſelves 
1 and the moſt flagitious of mankind; but becauſe JE- 
« SUS is the CHRIST, and has fulfilled all righte- 


« ouſneſs in our ſtead We may not always be fervent 


& in ſpirit; we may not always be free from vile affec- 
& tions: but his merit and atonement are always 


- eurſelves, in every view, as unprofitable ſervants ; diſclaiming all 
our own works and attainments as defective ſervices. 


| „ Iſai, xxxil. 17, + Hoſ. xiv. 8. 
Vor. II. Tt « mighty 
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4 mighty to fave. They conſtitute an everlaſting and 
« infinite baſis for our juſtification. The promiſes of 
« GOD, through his mediation, are yea and amen? 
« are unqueſtionably and irrevocably ours; are, amidſt 
* all circumſtances, and under the deepeſt deſertion, 
* ours.” 

Ther. Tis very probable I may meet with afli@i-n:; 
death in my family, or diſeaſe in my -__ diſap- 
pointments may fruſtrate my deſigns, Providence may 
wear a frowning aſpect; as though the LORD had a 
controverſy with his ſinful creature, and was cauſing 
him to polleſ the iniquities of his youth. And what 
will be ſufficient toſupport and to cheer in ſuch a gloomy 
hour? , | 

4. The righteouſneſs of CHRIST. — An ambaſſa- 
dor from the Spaniſh court was once extolling, at a pro · 
digious rate, the magnificence and glory of his ſove- 
reign. He ſet about proving his ſuperiority to all other 
monarchs, by r. over a long catalogue of coun- 
tries, provinces, and ſtates ſubject to his dominion. An 
envoy from the French king being preſent, replied to each 
of theſe petty titles, France! France! never varying his 
anſwer, but ſtill repeating the word France. Thereby 
repreſenting this one monarchy, as more than equiva- 
lent to all thoſe inconſiderable principalities. With un- 

bly greater propriety may I conſtantly reiterate, 
The righteouſneſs! the righteouſneſs ! the incomprehen/i- 


® 2 Cor. i. 20. Yeo and amen.—-Yea; that is, aur own, When a 
poor man preſents a petition, and his rich friend anſwers yea, the 

" $2vonr is granted; the gift becomes his own.—Amen; ſure to be 

. The word ſignifies truth or faithfulneſs. Implying, 

that the promiſes are as certain as truth can make them; as much 
to he depended on as faithfulneſs itſelf.— All this in CHRIST IE- 
$US. Not by virtue of any good works, or oe of any 
worthineſs in ns, but wholly on account of CHRIST JESUS— 
of his ineſtimable blood, and everlaſting righteouſueſs. 

4+ The ſufficiency of CHRIS T's righteonſneſs, to anſwer all theſe 
important and delightful end-, is excellently diſplayed in Mr. Ra w- 
L1N's ſermons, entitled CHRIST the righteonſmeſe of his people. In 
which the public have ſeen the grand and amiable eſſentials of the 
goſpel delivered in maſculine ow, » defended by nervous rea- 
Yening, and animated with a lively devotion. 


bly 


wth, © 
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bly gloricus righteouſneſs of JESUS CHRIST ! as a moſt 
ſatisfactory anſwer to all complaints, as a moſt fohd 
fupport under all troubles, and as more than equal to 
all our wants. 

Nothing is ſo ſovereign to calm our fears, and re- 
move all apprehenfions of the divine wrath. Appre- 
henſions of the divine wrath, would draw the curtains 
of horror around our ſick- beds, and throw upon our 
languiſhing eye-lids the ſhadow of death“. But a be- 
leving improvement of the imputed rightgouſnelſs clears 
up the mournful ſcene, and Zetes away the ſting of tri- 
bulation. | 

Attending to this great propitiation, the ſufferer ſees 
his fins forgiven, and his GOD reconciled. From 
whence he concludes, that the ſevereſt afflitions are 
only fatherly corrections; thall not exceed his ability to- 
bear, and ſhall aſſuredly obtain. a gracious iſſue. © He 
can fetch comfort from tltat cheering word, I will be 
with him in trouble: and expect the accompliſhment of 
that moſt conſolatory promiſe, I will deliver him, and 
bring him to honour . — Theſe ſupports have enabled the 
ſaints to kiſs the rod, and bleſs the hand which chaſti- 
fed them. To poſſeſs their ſouls, not in patience only, 
but in thankfulneſs alſo. While they have /oted in- 
ward, and diſcerned their abſolute need of theſe bitter 
but ſalutary medicines : have /29ked upward, and beheld 
the cup in a moſt wiſe and tender PHYSICIAN'S 
hand; have /ooked forward, with a joyful hope, to that 
better world, where GOD will wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there ſhall be no more ſorrow nor any 
more pain. | | 

Ther. The laſt occaſion of need is the trying hour 
of death, and the tremendous day of judgment. Will 
this righteouſneſs carry us, with ſafety, through the 
darkſome valley, and preſent us, with acceptance, at 
the dreadful tribunal ? 


* Alluding to that deſcription of tribulation and anguiſh, which, 

I believe, no perſon of ſenſibility ean read without ſhuddering; My” 

Jace is foul with weeping, and on my eye-lids is the ſhadrw of death. 
\ + Pſal. xci. 15. 


Tt 2 | Aſt 
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Ap. It will, it will.— This filences all the curſes of 
the law, and diſarms death of every terror. To be- 
lieve in this righteouſneſs, is to meet death at our SA- 
VIOUR's fide; or rather, like good old Simeon, with 
the SAVIOUR in our arms.—T hey overcame, ſays the 
beloved diſciple; they overcame the laſt enemy, not by 
natural fortitude, or philoſophic reſolution, but by the 
_ blird of the LAMB *. By that grand price of redemp- 

tion, which coſt the REDEEMER every drop of his 
blood; which delivers ſinners from the wrath to come, 
and entitles them to the incorruptible inheritance. 

I know, adds the heroic apoſtle, whom I have belie- 
ved F; J am aſſured, that my JESUS is infinitely faith- 
ful, and will not deſert me; that his ranſom is abſo- 
lately ſafficient, and cannot deceive me : therefore, 
with a holy bravery, . he bids defiance to death ; or ra- 
ther triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed enemy: Thanks 
be to GOD who giveth us the victory through our LORD 
FESUS CHRIST + !—Nay, through the victorious 
efficacy of CHRIS T's propitiation, Death is ours ||; 
not our foe, but our friend and deliverer. We ma 
number it among our trealures, and reſt ſatisfied, That 
to die is gain. 

What? though our fleſh ſee corruption: though this 
body, vile at preſent, be made viler ſtil] by dwelling 
amidſt worms, and mouldering in the duſt; yet through 
HIS righteouſneſs, who is the reſurrection and the lite, 
it ſhall ſhake off the diſhonours of the grave ; it ſhall 
riſe to a new and illuſtrious ſtate of exiſtence ; it ſhall 
be made like the g/or/ous and immortal body of our tri- 
umphant LORD.—1 the body be ſo refined, ſo exalt- 
ed, what will be the dignity, what the perfection, of the 
ſoul, or rather of ſoul and body both, when they are hap- 
pily and indiſſolubly united, at the reſurrection of the juſt? 
— Shall they have any thing to fear, when the judgment 
is ſet, and the books are opened? It is probable there 
will be no accuſation, it is certain Here is no condemmna- 
tion to them that are in CHRIST JESU g. Who ſhall 
lay any thing to their charge? 4 is GOD—not man, or 


® Rev. xii. 11. + 2 Tim. i. 12. 11 Cor. xv. 57. 
{ 3 Cor. iii. 22. § Rom. viii. 1, 


angel 
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angel, or any creature, but GOD that ju/tifies them. 
The GOD whoſe law was broke, the GOD to whom 
vengeance belongeth, He himſelf pronounces them in- 

nocent, becauſe their iniquities have been laid upon. 
CHRIST; He himſelf pronounces them righteous, - 
becauſe they are intereſted in the obedience of their 

REDEEMER ; on theſe accounts, He himſelf pro- 
nounces them ee, and gives them an abundant en- 

trance into the joy of their LORD. 

But what can expreſs, or who can imagine their hap- 
pineſs, when they take up their abode in the palaces of 
heaven, amidſt the choirs of angels, and under the- 
light of GOD's countenance | When they poſſeſs he 
hope of righteouſneſt *; when they wear the crown of” 
righteouſneſs F; and receive that great, that eternal ſal- 
vation, which is an adequate recompence for the humi- 
liation and- agonies of FESUS CHRIST the righte- 
ous . 

Come then, my dear Theron, let us henceforth be 
as branches ingrafted into the heavenly VINE ; derive 
all our ſap, all our moilture,. all our conſolation, from 
his fulneſs. Let us live upon our all-ſufficient RE-- | 
*DEEMER, as the Iſraelites ſubſiſted on their manna. 
ſrom heaven, and their waters from the rock; and not. 
wiſh for other, as we cannot poſſibly enjoy better ſuſte- 
Nance. 

Ther. Is this the meaning of our LORD's exhorta- 
tion, when he ſhews the neceſſity of cating his-fleſb, and 
drinking bis blocd? | 
A. It is the very ſame. A repeated and inceſſant: 
application of our SAVIOUR's merits, for all the 
purpoſes of piety and ſalvation, is the kernel of this 
nut, the meaning of this metaphor. Men we habitu-- 
ally advert to JESUS CHRIST, as dying for our ſins, 
and rifing again for our juſtification z: performing all 
Tighteouineſs, that we may be. entitled to an eternal 
crown; and interceding in heaven, that we may be 
filled with all the ſulneſs of GOD; then we eat his 
fleſh, and drink his blood. When we habitually ad- 
vert to JESUS CHRIST, as entirely aboliſhing all our 


* Gal. v. 3. +2 Tim. ir. 6. f John li. 1. 
Tt 3 | guilt, 


0 . 
_ 
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guilt, making us whiter than ſnow, by his moſt preci- 
ous blood ; and, through his tranſcendently noble obe- 
dience, preſenting us unblameable before GOD; ther 
we derive a life of ſolid comfort, and real godlineſs, 
from his mediatorial offices ; juſt as we derive the con- 
. tinuance of our natural life from the daily uſe of ali- 
mentary recruits. 83 5 
- Ther. Your diſcourſe brings to my remembrance 
that magnificent and beautiful paſſage in Scripture, 
where CHRIST is called Tur Sux or RicyTEovus- 
NEss. Your doctrine ſets the compariſon in a very ad- 
vantageous light; gives it the utmoſt force, and the 
greatelt propriety.— The righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 
according to your account, is as extenſively uſeful in 
2 Chriſtian life, as the beams of that grand luminary 
are in the material world.— The ſun fills the air, where 
it ſheds the light, and pours the day.—The ſun pene- 
trates the ocean, from whence it exhales vapours, and 
forms the clouds.—In the vegetable creation, the ſun 
raiſes the ſap, and protrudes the gems ; unfolds the 
leaves, and paints the bloſſom ; diſtends the fruit, and 
concocts the juices. — Turn we to the animal world; the 
fun lends fight to every eye, and awakens myriads of 
inſets into being. It diffuſes thoſe reviving rays in 
which all nature s, and diſpenſes that general ſmile 
in which every ſenſible creature exults. Indeed, its be- 
nign agency is univerſal. There is nothing bid from the 
heat thereof. | | 
Aſp. Thus the LORD JESUS CHRIST, that true 
and only Sur of righteouſneſs, ariſes on his people with 
healing" in his wings *. 80 various, ſo efficacious, and 
ſo extenſive are his influences. Like a ſun, He enlight- 
ens and enlivens; like wings, he cheriſhes and protects; 
like a remedy, he heals and reſtores ; and all by virtue 
of his righteouſneſs, on account of his righteouſneſs. — 
Nor can we doubt, nor need we wonder, if we conſi- 
der its nature and its author. Its nature; it is ſu- 
premely excellent, has every kind, and every degree of 
perfection. Its author; it is the righteouſneſs and obe- 
dience of that ſublime PERSON, in whom dwell; all 
the fulneſs of the GODHEAD, | 
| mmm 


TEND | « 
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It muſt therefore Vou will permit me to ſum up in 
a word what has been diſplayed at 1 muſt be 
fully anſwerable to the demands of the lau, even in its 
higheſt purity, and utmoſt exactneſs.— It is infinitely 
ſuperior to the demerit of ſin, and entirely abſolves from 
all guilt, entirely exempts from all condemnation.—Tt 
is a moſt valid and never-failing plea againſt the accu+ 
fations of Satan, and the challenges of conſcience.—Tt 
eſtabliſhes an undoubted 7itle to every bleſſing, whether 
in time or in eternity, whether of grace or of glory, — 
It is a ſure ſupport for the Chriſtian in an hour of de- 
ſertion, and in the agonies of death. Caſting anchor 
on this bottom, he may diſmiſs every fear, and ride out 
every ſtorm. Leaning upon this ſtaff, he may go down 
to the repoſe of the grave, and neither be appalled at 
the ſolemn harbingers of diſſolution, nor terrified at its 
far more awful conſequences, —-The merit of this righ- 
teouſneſs, and the power of its DIVINE AUTHOR, 
will unſeal the tomb, will bring forth the fleeping duſt 
from the chambers of putrefaction, and build up the 
whole man into immortality and glory. By this he will 
be preſented without ſpot * ; preſented /aultleſs Þ ; yea, 
be preſented perfect t, and with exceeding i, before the 
rone. 
What a gift then is the righteouſneſs of CHRIST !— 
% O my ſoul, what wouldſt thou with for thy conſola- 
% tion and joy? What wouldſt thou wiſh to be the ſta- 
„ bility of thy hope, and the ſtrength of thy ſalva- 
4 tion?—Wouldſt thou have that, which is greater 
« than the whole world, and all its grandeur, and all 
< its treaſure ? Thou haſt it in CHRIST. Woulqdſt 
« thou have that, which is greater than the heaven 
% of heavens, and all its ſtarry hoſts, and all its ange- 
« lic inhabitants? Thou haſt it in CHRIST. —Wouldit 
« thou have that, which is abundantly greater, incom- 
« parably greater, immenſely greater than all? Thou 
« haſt it in CHRIST.—Wonld| thou have that, 
« which is great as the inexorable juſtice of GOD can 
« demand; great as the vnſearchable wiſdom of GOD 
can deviſe? Thou halt it in CHRIST.—Wouldſt 


* Eph. v. 27. + Jude 24. 1 Col. i. 28. a 
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« thou have that, which is great, and excellent, and 
4 glorious, as the perfections of the almighty and eter- 
* nal GOD? Thou haſt it in the holineſs, the righte- 
s guſneſs, and the blood of CHRIST—in the imma- 
* cylate holineſs of his nature—in the conſummate 
« righteouſneſs of his life—and the infinitely precious 
* blood of his croſs.—Surely then thou haſt to ſay, 
« with the holy apoſtle, Bleſſed be GOD for this 
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